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TO • 

£v«i7 honest and impartial reate, 
nho loTOS Troth and dospises Falaehoodt 
whether perpetrated by a Prieat or a Levlte^ 
for the sake of Fame, or money -making: 
To every Protestant Christian, wku, to "whatever 
seet or denomination he may be attached, is unwilling 
to see 1^ siater Church pulled down by a coUeotion of talea, 
ftbrieationB, amd blaekgnard inwiiiationa, which a decenl man 
■honld be ashamed to listen to, and nttefl j ^ cUsgraeeftd for a ' 
Minister of the Gospel to repeat and publish, this work is coo&deiitly 

DEDICATED BT ITS AUTHOB: 

Who here, most respectfully, as a Local Preacher of the Methodist * 
Episcopal Chnroh, South, apologizes to the Christian publio 
for ih§ seeming sereritj of this work, in some parts, on 
the ground that he has performed the paanfttl task 
of refuting a series of the most souirilous 
falsehoods, and a collection of the lowest 
abase of the age I 
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Xin aat1i»r of this irork d<(M sot Ael it iseoiiibosit ti|Mm liua 
oi^ an apology for writing this defence of the pertonal in* 

- tegriiy and respectability of Methodist preachers, and of the 
polity and doctrines of Mothodism. He has prepared this work 
for pablication because he belieted it caXUd for^ aa a setfoff to 
the "sto papers" of nnmifigated abtse and calnmny, osten- 
tatiou»ly paraded in a bool of five hnndre 1 and seventy pages, 
by the notorious/. R. Graves, editor of the "Tennessee Baptist/" 
at Nashville, and which are now rcceiviog the pral»es of the 
irrelii^ons^ yindietiye, and> more indieoreet partisans of that 
speetablj aad^nnmeroos denomination of Chruitians, There are 
feif fien in this eonitry who« in a mtdX way, have gained so 
much notoriety, or prostituted a larger stock of ordinanj talents 
to baser purposes, than this man Graves i While eagerly seeking 
fyf ttotorietj, and-^t knowing how to obtain it* on Moount 
of the unwillingness of wious dignified* Christian ministen 
to come in contact with him — ^not dreading his talents, bnt 
his irreligimis spirit, his proneness to prevaricate, his low and 
scurrilous aJbuae, and the fact of his general course of con- 
duct hot meeting with the approval of the more intelligent and 
bighminded members of his own denomination— his last cfforti 
perhaps the culminating point of hU glory^ has been to throw all 

(xi) _ 
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the along of his Ul-epent life together in Mie Tolnme, and adorn 
its Tulgar j^ges with piefureif and by its novelty make'some 

money t 

At the close of tliQ Ji/ik volume of bound books, as original, 
upon subjects of controversy^ which the author of this work has 
|»at- forth from time to time» immersed in the eares, anxieties, 
and arduous duties of the editorud profession, as he Is, he had 
hoped that no event in the exciting religious oontroversies of the 
day would impose on him the task of furniahing the world with 
a gixih volume. Besides, wanting the time for much careful read- 
ing an4 patient inyestigaiien, he has felt tlie more reluctant to 
reply to this series of blackguard assaults on Methodism. Sleau^ 
time, bis attention has been ealled to the unscrupulous chaiacter 
of .Graves's " Iron Wheol," and of the wide circulation given it in 
the South and South-west, and of the dangerouii tendency of its 
slanders among the reaUy nninformed; and solicitations have 
come from almost ^eveiy quarter leqtieeting him to xej^ly. 
Prompted by these considerations, the urork commenced. The 
design was to meet and refute the most glaring and aljsurd of 
these slanders — to exhibit to the world who this man Qraves 
« was — ^to present, without entering large^ into the argument^ the 
number of palpabli viuisoons this "aoenser of the brethzen" 
had perpetrated in one rin|le chapter. It was thought that a 
few brief chapters, setting forth the most palpable alauders, 
would accomplish this purpose; but as the writer proceeded, the 
oagnitude of the work increased. He founds from a number of 
respectable pe^odicals which came into his hands as the work 
progressed — both Methodist and Baptist journals — that Graves 
had lai 1 liimself liable to exposures on all hands, and had actu- 
ally been held up in different States as a general disturber of the 
religious peace, guilty of numerous misrepresentations. Hence^ 
he has been led, not only to quote a number of anthonir but also 
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lcya«ltl|»ly quetaiiinis fron tbft wme tnthm and editavi, Hui 

uoposad a neoesflttj of going moia eztonsiTely into In erpottf of 

this arrogaat and mischievous man than waa at first deBigned. 
Thus the chaptern will be found to be oumeiroua, and lome of 
them are quite long* 

The ^' Iron Wlieel'^ hy Giarea doaa not poaaeea eyen the mailt 
<tf originalitt/t being a re-hash of, and an .enlargement upon, n 
simiiar work, by Frederick Augustus Ross, D,D., a more talented 
man than Gravos, bat a man of colarf and a broken-down minUfcer 
of the New School Preabyterian €hnreh» who, having retreated 
from the field of hia operationa in Bast Tenneeaee^ haa taken^up 
quarters in Huntsyille, Alabama. This eirenmstance, in addi- 
tion to the fact that Graves has quoted largely from Iloss, and 
fiU^ud from him in other instances without the proper credit^ 
not ohaerring the old adag^ that there ehonld be <* honor among 
thieres''— haa led the anthopof thla worir to ocenpy several pages 
in detailing llio particulars and also the poinU iu liie liosa con- 
troversy— a controrersy in which he acted rather a conspicuous 
paft. 

While tha wiitar enmotbut hope that the work wiQ be of aer* 
vice to the oanee of Tmth, or Methodism, or Christianity, he 

entertains no doubt that, in tlie press of business, some points 
have not been fully elaborated, and that it contains imperfections ; 
bst he hopes that the importaftoe ^ tha iaanea will divert atten- 
tSott from whatever defeeta may appear. The writer doea not 
think an apology is necessary for his entering the arena of re^ 
ligious controversy — not at all I He is not one of those whose 
superabundant chiurity would indoee him to stand quietly bj 
while'a clerieal gladiator, wholly nnscmpnloue, terilea the living 
and the dead, rather than bueUe on the hamesa in thehr defence ; 
nor is he one of those who profess an exemption from jectariatif 
ism, which thay fail to exemplify. He beliaves that had it not 
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been for eimtmoenpy BomUili prieeta voidd now be ftedbag-iie alt 
i^th LaHn iiMuns and with their v)afer goik ! 

Not the luait weighty, however, among the several reasons 
which induced the writer to undertake this worki were the 
numerous and urgent eolioitatiotis from minietera and laymen of 
ike Methodist Episcopal Gbarch, South, known to the writer as 
men of mature judgments, and'^f influence and diaraoter. He, . 
thwefore, concludes this preface Vkilh a Jew only of the many 
calls made upon him in 1855 to furnish such a production. A * 
gentlemanjrriting from DanyiUe^ Kentaokj, thai oonelndea his 
lettp:-- 

The friends of Methodism in this port of Kentucky, or at least a 
port^ of them, are aiudous that yon should review the Iron Wheel*' 
hj J. B. Qrares, a man who has iignred in this State in years gone 
by, bat Under drenmstancee by' no mesne ereditaUe to him. His 
vilo and ilanderoiis work is hfAag eztenslTely dronlated, and needs 
just such a reply as we believe yen are eapahle of prodndin^ Mther 
take him up in yonr -widely -circulated paper, or In book form — the 
latter, I should say. In the first place, demonstrate, and this will 
not he hard to do, th|it whatever of talents Mr. Graves may possess, . . 
Qod never intended he should tpedally tJiA fo/^mnfy devote Iheiir to, 
the interests of the Church of Christ, else he would have seoompsnied 
them with a moderate revelation of grace ! You should next demon- 
strate that he has forgotten the age and country in which he h've<? by 
three hundred years, or he would feel comfortable while otliers think 
for themselves. Men in this age do not expect to share the late of 
S':rvetu9, thoufrh they fhould differ from Mr. Graves. I will not sny 
-v\ h;it meu ought to expect when they are bo fortunate fAnoitj^ differ 
with imnl 

A gentleman writing on other business from Somerville, Tenn., 

■ 

thus oondodes:*— ' 

It 

Brownlow, can't you find time to overhaul the "Iron Wheel " of the 
notorious Graves? 1 have heard the wish expressed here and at 
Memphis thai you would take him in hand and. discufis his merits 
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iiAm 111 pftmphl«t form or 4hroiiigli tli# oobumis ti yoax excelleat 
paper. I have long believed him to be a TOiy bad man, and his book 
displays the veiy worst features of his character. The intelligent 
end piona portion of the Baptist Church are truly sick of the men, 
end pnt np mf defeece of him or his writings. To be brief, end et 
Che same time candid, you must take him in he^d, though i em vwm 
that yon hare but little leisure. » 

A gentleman of inteOigenoe and great weight of character thai 
V introduces a letter from Wilmington, N. C. : — 

Mr. BaowHLOw: — Though I have no personal eequeiptance with 
you, I kaow you well, and have known yon for years, egreeing with 
you both in regions and political belief. I write you now, hurriedly, 

in reference to a book being circulated here, known as the Iron 
Wheel," and ee the production of a certain Mr. Oravet of your State. 

It contains an immense amount of false and slanderous matter con- 

ccming the ministry, the polity'- and doctrines of the "Methodist Epia- 
copiil Churclu "With the understanding we have as to the unreliable 
character of the avithor, we shouUl feel inclined to let it pass ; but 
the Publishing Society of the Baptist Church" in North Carolina 
have adopted the< work, aud are extenhively circulating it, thereby 
making its lies and calumnies their own. For their sakt.^, we desire it 
answered ; and i/ou are the man for the work. Enough of such a 
work as you could produce can be sold in this State aloue to defray 
• the expenses of publishing a large edition. What say you? Graves's 
work is nothing more nor less than aii enlargement upon the slanders 
aod abuse of F. A. Ross, wiioni you put to silence, aud, as w e under- 
stand here, have actually driven out of your State. 

One in whose judgment the author of this work places great 
reliance thus addreaaee him firom Bac^ing^iain Co., Virginia 

My deab Sia: — You doubtless receive in exchange tlic ''Richmond 
Christian Advocate," and if so, you have perused the articles written 
by our old and distinguished fHend, Rev. Petbr Dorn, in reply to 

■ I 

tome of the tliousand and one unblushinc^ falsehoods contained in the 
*'Iron Wheel ' of J. R. Graves, of Niibbville. But for tho fact of its 
ofiBlcial adoption by tho '' Publishing Society of the Baptist Cixuf ch'* 
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in North Carolina, its \ery gross slandm and vulgar abuse, both of 
the living and the dead, entitle it to no more notioe at the hands of 
the teading men of our Church than a comic almanac^ that may have 
gone out of date, with the death of Dary Crockett ! As, howcyer, this 
reaUy fiUhy book ia neognized as a standard work on Methodism, by 
the pious and peace-promoting Publishing Society of the Baptist 
Church" in the old North State, it is due to them that they should see 
how many revolting fabehoods they have endorsed, and what sort of 
a man they have selected to edU religious works for- them ! You must, 
then, undertake a defence of Methodism, and an exposure of Graves 
■ and his endorsers. It is agreed on all hands that yaw are the man for 
this work of faith and labor of love" — a castigaUon these accusers 
of the brethren have so richly merited. 

Among tlie several letters received from different States, none 
has had more influence in determining the snthor to prepare this 
irork than one from Albany in Qeofgia^ from which an extract 

only is given 

BiTiraiD 8ib: — ^Tour fMends and the fiiends'of Methodism ia 
Georgia vety generally demre you to show np Grarea and his *' iFon 

Wheel," either through your journal or in a separate publication. 
J. L. Baker, the pastor of the Baptist ehurch here, is publishing 
eulogies ef this miserable volume of lies through the '* Tennessee 
Baptist," and representing to Graves that his book ^'has given to 
Methodism a terrible shock in these parts." I quote from memory. 
Others are saying that the "Wheel" is unanswerable, and that the 
Methodist ministers are not able to answer it; and, if they are, that 
they are afraid to undertake Graves ! I tell all such that you wil] yet 
undertake the work, and that when you do, they vrill see their man 
Graves in quite a different light. A book written in your best and 
severest style^ — lor he deserves no child's play — will sell rapidly and 
extensively in Georgia. Indeed, an entire edition can be sold in 
Georgia 1 Such a work by you, thrown into this market by next 
spring, would destroy the religious comforts of that class of Baptists 
who delight in retailing the slanders of suoh men as Graves. We look 
anxiously for the work i 

The author oould multiply similar extraets from letters re- 
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eeived horn, genUemen im Qtergio, Alfth>m% Missiflflippi, and 
evon Texas, to an almost mdeflnite azteilt; but the foregoing will 
be deemed amply suffieient. He repeats, that in presenting thia 

■work to his jBellow-countrymen of the South and South-west, ho 
dues it not with a oold indiffereuce, but with his most ardent 
wuhes for their ^blij^tenjnent and prosperity, and for the ooOi- 
tinned increase of the piety, learning, and the social, political, 

moral and religious elevation of the several Protestant denomina- 
tions of Christians in our oountiy. 

Kvoxmu, Mmih, 1866. 
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^ • THE 

GREAj: IKON WHEEL" EXAMINED. 



CHAPTEB I.. 

Graves seeking notoriety — Desires a controversj with Dr. M'Ferrin — 
Has the impudence to address Forty £pi£tles to Bishop Soule— ^dita 
the Tennessee Baptist— The nature and ohtrmeter of the man to be 
folly diedosed in the teqnel. 

Who liaa not heard tlie naiud, and read more oifteBS aboat 
the discnssioiis, abuse, and bigoted intolerance of the notorioni 

and self-conceited J. R. Graves, editor of the "Tennessee 
Baptist !" Entering upon the career of his public lite some 
twelve or fifteen years ai'o, fifrurini; now in Kentucky and then 
in Tennessee, at a time of religious excitement and of deep 
interest ampng partisans — taking an active part in and most 
generally condnoting the abostve and more nngentlemanlj 
parts of the controyezsie* which from Ume to tSme have 
agitated the Ghnrohes — ^possessing talents of only an ordinary 
grade, and these overrated in consequence of his bold, daring, 
insolent, and really irreligious temperament and demeanor — 
having a heart, as T honestly believe, unrenewed by prace, 
and deeply imbued with the hatred, malice, and ambition of 
a man see)^ing to rally to his standard a host of sectarian bigots 
— a nature inclining him to battle and skirmish among sects for 
the sake of — this man Graves^ I saji has occupied an 

0») 
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unenviable position in society, and made a conspicuous iigure 
among a class of men who, like himself, have fbmeDted brawls 
wherever they have figured ; and likeMliae done much toward 
iDcreasiog 4he hatred and zeal of ignorant Baptists and bad 
men tqjrard Methodism^ and impeding the progress of the 
pure gospel of Jesus Ghri^i 

J. R. G-rayes edits the " Tennessee Baptist" at Nashville, a 
paper published at Nashville, having quite a large circulation, 
and being now in the twelfth year of its existence. His paper 
is a low, dirty, scurrilous sheet, aad la so regarded by many 
of the intelligent Baptists of the eountry, who refuse to 
patronize it. And wby^ BeoausOi as they saj, it is con- 
ducted bj a man who cannot elevate himself above the level 
of a common blackguard — a man who habituaUj indulges in 
language toward other Christian denominations which would 
hardly be tolerated within the precincts of Billingsgate, or 
the lowest fish-market in London ! No epithet is too low, too 
degradingf or disgraceful, to be applied to the bishops, minis^ 
ters, and usages of the Methodist Church. The coBtempora- 
ries of the " Baptist'' usually shun coming into contact with 
it as they would avoid a night-carif or other vehicle of ^th; 
and decent men of the Bsptist persuasba have been hiiown 
to throw the slanderous sheet from their doors with shovel or 
tongs, disdaimng to touch it with their hands. As some fish 
are said to thrive only in muddy water, so th^ paper of which ^ 
I am speaking would not exist ODCj^ear out of the atmosphere . * 
of slang and vituperation. It administers to the very worst 
appetites of mankind; and whether speaking of the most 
eminent lushop or minister, the purest of the sainted dead, 
the venerable Foundbb of M^Uiodism, or the ezceUeut insti* 
tutions of said Church, it pursues the same strain of vulgar 
and difigusting abase. It is enough for a uiun, woman, or 
child to have been baptized by a Methodist minister, or by 
one received into their Churchi to insure the ill- will and 
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mtempteous demfhoiatioitt of ih« idite of that reliiole of 
fitebood and dofiuDation ; wkilst, od the other hand, he eaa 
see no denhent in one who has been immened by a Btfytist 

preacher, and he can take into his fellowship a prostitute, 
and hue: to his boisom n burglar, if they have been baptized 
by immersioQl With him, the Baptist Church is the only 
kingdom of God on earth, and to find fault with any of its 
doetrinesy ordiQaneef> or abnsiTe preaohers, is to sin against 
the Holy Ghost t With hini| no yirtne, no honor, no tntth, 
exists anywhere but in the bMsts of partisans of his 'own 
" faith and order," and no vice or immorality is found but 
with the metnbers of other Churches. He would surrender 
his religion (if he evor had any !) and deny his God, if it 
would bring him in mon^, or build him up a faction of which 
he eoald remain the acknowledged head. Whilst such men 
eontinuft in the oontrol of a pnUio newspaper, pasdng as a 
Ghnieh organ, ministers and members of other Ghnrohes ean 
have no jnstiee at their bands, and the eonrtesies of Wfe and 
the principles of honor will continue to be violated. Believ- 
ing this, the more intelligent and pious portion of the Baptist 
memberehip in Nashville Bertously contemplate setting on foot 
' a decent religious paper. From this or some other cause, the 
intelligent and h%h-toned portion of the Baptists of East 
Tennessee hai« started, at Knozville, the Baptist Watoh* 
man,'' whieh is being edited by the Rbv. SIb. Hillbman; 
• *' while other leading Baptist jonrnals, in different States, as I 
shall hereafter show, openly denounce this man Graves as the 
false accuser of hi^s brctliron, and lioM up liis pnper as a 
malignant vehicle through which its editor sends out his 
illo^^loal ^eonelusions, loosely prepared misstatements, elabo« 
rated perveniona, and atroeions fidsehoodi;. Several leading 
Baptist jonrnals have come oat and aTowed that for GFravss 
they bav^ no sympathy, and no Miagi bttt those of aoom 
and contempt I 
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With a yiew to gai^ .as mucli notorilty as pottible; At 
voted Orayes has challenged first one minister aad then 
• another, of Hifferent denifminations^ to meet him in puhlio- 
1 dbcussipQs towhing ih$ ieidde ancT snlbjeets of Ohristiaor 

Baptism, and the several forms of Church government under 
which they are associated; and in these s<ju;il>bles, generally, 
lie has violated the courtesies of debate^ zigzagged through a 
mass of contradictions and ipconsistencies : in his wa^ard*^ 
ness and yanity, he has grown from had to worse; fomenting 
nei^horhood brawls whererel he has met a oompetitor, tintil 
he has become a sort of Mmdoo^leader of the warlike wing 
of his Ohnreh. In almost every public discussion fie ever . 
had, he came off second heM, though, in his account of his 
several eiigogements, was victorious, storming the "Sebaes- 
topol of the enemy, and placing liors du combat all the 
staff ciSoers and superior officers "who dared iio Ictf^ thiir 
troops to the 'aittaeki He has, in the course of his careeri 
avoided being dnvcp baclk at the point jof the bayonet, on 
moi}B occafflons than'aiic, by deserting his ^'advamoed trenches/' 
and by "ecaling the parapet and penfitnftingt»into the tntertor 
of the redoubt/' Indeed, his bump of caution has led him 
to dodge suc^dry engagements,'' on the ground thai 

• * " that fights and run^ awi^ . - 

'Will live to fight another day.*' . * 

From the tim e he first came tcr ^ashvilfey Imd nndertoolt the 
*t editorial management of his Tennessee Baptist," until now, 
he has sought, by coaxing, by attacks, and by unblushing false- 
hoods, to draw Dr. J ohn B. M'Ferrtn, the able, gentlemanly, ♦ ^ 
. tmly Christian editor of the Adtocate/' one of thft official 
organs of, the Bfe^iodiBi Ohnro)^ Sooth, into % p og tr ov er ay 
with Um. THl WBvsxan has nmr gone thvoagh the fop* 
malides of an introdoction to the man-^neveTi I bellfive, ^^Vmi ' . 
spoken to him. It is, however, very evident Chat th^ oour- 
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(eons editor of tbe ^^Adyogaxi" ezpetMBoed no uimb- 
, sidMhld solioitiide in his endeavon to avoid a ^enontl 
eontficrversy With sooh aisaa. Time after time lie pained %y 

the nudignant attaoka of Graves Iritlt the mort extraordinary 
forbearauce, considering the skill fund acknowledged ability 
of the Doctor to overturn th^* illogical couelusions of Graves, 
his buogliog falsehoods, elaborated penrersions of truth, and 
the siQallneBs of his calibie* ' ^oi obseryiiig the tone of 
modeiatipo and tnith Iq ih^ edndn^ ^ hiq paper^ tiie editer 
of the ^ADyoGAXB*' does tlot^ Xxpfeesnme^ e^hange with him, or 
read his paper. The policy which 4as heen followed hy the ' 
oondnctor of the organ of the General Conference, at Xash- 
ville, of treating such assaults with the contempt they deserve, 
and leaving the shafts of malice to rebound upou the assailant, 
I feed confideat haa been the proper course, and, I am now 
coMinced, has met with the appravil oi the Church, but 
especially with the M#ihodist octamimity in and aronnd I7ash- 
lille, who know Cfrmvetf 

Thd whole tentfr of GraWs course, editorially, has been 
that of a vagabond politician who expected to live only by 
excitement — makinc^ ruffian like attacks upon private charac- 
ter, committing all manner of excesses, standing preeminent 
in eelectiiig theines for lyiug> and the lowest and most scorri- 
lods abuse of Methodist |mseheis. He has made i^opeated 
attadar nj»ott me, through his paper, ^rith a view to engage me 
in a eontrof ^isy nf^bn points of doetrine and Qfinrch polity. 
I was engaged in defence of one of the political parties of the 
country, and in promoting the internal improvement schemes 
of our State, and did not choose to occupy my columng in a 
oontroversy of this kind with a humiliating spectacle of vice 
and depravity .literally erawling In the dust of contention I 
This nnwillingnflu of mine to handjF spithels with an inflated 
pvMofMflTi wltose hnin I heliered to bd a mass of Uvlng^ 
-ing^ oiawling, writhing, twisUng, toaning, letthsonoTsnniByha 
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• • • ' 

politely conslnraed into a want of eoura^e on my part its 
enmiiAv t1|^ of tW'' Tennessee BiptiBt.'' leifMem • 
. . 40B "wwik of mottl oourage to meet one wbo eata oamon like 
^e bticzarcl; and tlien Tomlts the mass of conj^tiott upon 

decent liuman bcines ! * ■ * 

There is a point, however, at whicli even such assaults 
become harmful, and deserve rebuke. The appropriate 
quarter from which such rebuke should erannate would seem 
to i>e ft x&emb^r.of the'Chnroh this bad man has aought 
'to Tilifjr, and a member of the* editerial frattaity. Under 
this oontietion^ f havo ti^n him in hand ; and by the timo 
I am through with the task, I flatter myself tb^ I Will be 
able to satisfy the candid and impartial of every sect, that 
* the aforesaid editor of the ''Tennessf e l);ipti'5t," and author 
•of the "Great Iron Wheel,'' haa no raverence whatever for 
truth, aad that his trapped ai;^d biased soul has been steeped. 
10 infamous falsehoo^js and vfle eftlnmniss duiing^the greater * 
part of his inglorious career ! » ' • 

Through the eelumns of "the " Tennessee B&ptist" tU'man ^> ■* 
addressed a series' of FORTY Letters to "Joshua Soule, 
Senior Bishop of the Methodist Epi8C©pal Chtjrch, 
Souraj" and, at the earnest solicitations of "thousands who • 
read many of them'' In his paper, he places them before the 
WQ(ld in'^boiik ibrm, constituting a Toki^ of 570 pages. 
Th'ese '^s^r pepen/' then, apy thing but mditable to the 
dvtraoterof clergyman, hsre been estenta^nsljr paraded in^ 
a booir, •ivtersperaed with pieiure$ ridieuling and misrepre^ 
BCD ting every feature of Methodism, which, of course, receive * 
the praises of such sectarians as envy a moral excellence they ♦ 
cannot imitate. This last effort, perhaps the culminating 
point of his gioryy has even met with the sanction of the 
Baptist Publishing Society of North Carolina/' 
The TttieiftbU Senfor Bishop,'' though reading iif ike 
Tieinitj of NsaliTille, it li within my certun knowledge, up . 

* 
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to this good hour never has perused one of these FORTY 
epistles, or any portion of one of them. What a rebuke I 
And I put the question, in all candor, to men of reflection, 
Ooglit Bishop Soule to Ikave dome otherwise than treat with 
tlie most unmitigated oontempt any tiling and every thing 
coming from the pen of J. r, graven f Bx8H0P SouLE enter 
into a contFoyersy with a man daily in the practice of dis- 
carding the ordinary restraints of society ! Bisnop Soule, 
the scholar and Christian divine^ of dignified ministerial 
bearing, and of unblemished personal and ministerial charac- 
ter, the venerable and venerated Superintendent of a great 
and popnlas Church, who has ministered at her altan for 
inore than half a centnrj, condeteend to oontiOTert gneat 
qnestions with 'a clencal Maekguard, whose grovelling pas- 
sions assume full sway on all occasions, and whose innnmera* 
ble moral delinquencies are enveloped in clouds ot* moral 
prostitution — lust to every truly Christian restraint, degraded 
in his taate, immoral in some of his practices, villainous in 
^ * liis nature^ cormpt in his principleSi sold to the enemy of 
God and man, and displaying, in all his hideona dekmitjf 
'how pitiful, how sordini, how Httle, and how wretched is thia • 
apology for a Christian minister I 

Think of a tom-tit challenging to mortal combat a ^cno^/— 
of a monkey encountering an elephavt! — or of a miserable (ml 
threatening to demolish the soaring eagle, the proud Bird 
of Liberty,^' who, soaring above the mountains and leaving 
the clouds beneath her shadow, and basking still high«r in the 
full blaze of the aun, andj while thus employed, Bcaroe^ 
remeftiberB the dust she shook from her featf Tlunk of an 
oitTcnomer, when engap^cd looking at the moon and etan, 
almost forgettinp: this little globe : his great raind nearly 
absorbed, and his iniagiuatiou currying him beyond those 
bright regions to the great Author of the universe, whose 
gloiy fills the heavens, and whose eyes aee all things, from 
2 
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ihe tallest Boraph to tlie least reptile or inaeet in hia vast 
dominiona — ^thiok of aacli a one oondeBcendiDg to controTert 

astronomical traths with an uneducated mill-boi/! Think of 
these contrasts, geutle reader, and then with me turn your 
eyes to one still more striking — that of Bisnop Soule contro- 
verting points of religious faith and practice with«/. Graves! 

After this introductory chapter, I shall proceed to notice 
the contents of the ^'Iron Wlwel and in the oondnsion of 
the mirk, I inXi deal upon my adveiaaiy blows undoubtedly 
warranted by hb aasanltSy and clearly within the range 
justified by strict defence. The Carthaginian general was 
of opiaioD that it was a leeitimate defence of CartliJige to 
carry the war into the territories and to the gates of Rome; 
and had he been duly sustained, Eome would have been razed 
instead of Carthage, and from the pens of Carthaginian his- 
toiians, Romana Jides might haye been handed down for the 
ezeomtion of posterity, in the place of Ihmica fdu* I say 
to thb war-horse, in the language of Hamlet : 

Be thou a spirit of health, or goblin daumed, 

Bring with thee aire from heaven, or Iblasts from heU, 

Be thy intents wicked, or charitable, 
Thou com'^t in '^Tich ft qnestioiiable ahape^ 
That I will speak Ui thee. 

Take J, R, Gtaxu in his length and breadth, in his height 
and depth, in his convexity and conoayity, in his mannere atid 
in his propensities, and he is a very little man \ bnt in that 

littleness there is combined all that is offensive and disagree- 
able among Christian gentlemen. For several years past, in 
portions of several States, with an unearthly din, this man 
has been barking, neighing, bleating, braying, mewing, puff- 
ing, swaggering^ stmtting; and in every situation, an offen- 
' sive sme2^ to gentlemen of refined tastes and Christian habits, 
has gone ott from hinfl And believing the homely old 
adage, that <'he who lies down with dogs must rise np with 
fleas,'' he has been permitted to pass unwhipped by justice. 
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CHAPTER II. 

^ Elder Graves misrepresents Mr. Wesley's tiewS'^ These slanden 

enrlnr'^erl by the North Carolina Poblishing Society — Mr. Wesley's 
difficulties in Savannah — Indicted by a jury for repelling a la^y 
from the holy communion — Twelve of the jurors defend lum-^^Hia 
return to Eagland — Some beaatiftti ineidentB in the life of £ld«r 

On page 102 of the Wheel/' under the oaptioa of 
^'MsTBODiSH IN GsoBOiA IN 1736/' Elder Grayee, aa lie is 
called by the ''North Carolina. PabHahiDg Society of the* 
Baptist Ohurcli/' attat^s, In a coftffie, vulgar, and ungentle- 

niaulj iiiauiicr, the private uad ministerial character of Joii.n 
Wesley; and after making him out a Tcry bad man, says 
that he can bear testimony that his people in America are 
like him — thus reflecting upon the personal integrity and 
Christian ebaracter of ail who identify themaelvea with the 
Church which^ under God^ was funded by this great and 
good man I As this clerical oalumniator makes war upon the 
now sainted founder of Meiihodism, charging him to have 
been a corrupt nian^ ami artrning thercfroin .'i want of virtue 
and integrity on the p;n I of hiw numerous followers in Europe 
and America, I have deemed it proper to consider this issue 
in the early part of this work — not considering his numerous 
FALSEHOODS in the consecutive order in which they appear. * 
If I shall succeed in satisfying the candid and impartial 
reader ihat John Weslet was a great and good man, whose 
labors were owned and blessed God in a preeminent 
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degree, and that he was not that vile hypocrite and adalteroos 
sinner he is represented to have been by this man Graves, why 
then his charges against the members of tho Methodist Church 
generally, fall harmless at their feet I 

The sentences from Mr. Wesle/s Journal, as quoted hj 
Elder Graves, are nofc ezaedj Bonflensieal) but wieked injustice 
is done to a deceased author, hj interpolations and by omis* 
sions. This faei alone presents, though imperfectly, the 
disingenuousness of the quotations, and the character of the 
man. He knew that not one in ten of his readers would ever 
see Mr. Wesley's Journal, and that not one-third of his 
readers would likely ever see any reply that might come from 
tbe pen of a Methodist preacber. His villainy, of which I 
complain, and fbr which he deserves to be driven from decent 
society, consists in separating the sentences he frequently 
quotes, from that portion of the chain of Ihonght and aigu- 
ment with which they were connected; in other words, in 
garbling them — an operation which, according to lexicogra- 
phers, is ^Uo pick mt what may suit a purposed This ope- 
ration renders nearly all his quotations fal&e^ and many of 
^em fvery way faUe — ftAstA by fujypression, frlse by denial f 
and fidse by murepresentoHon. Though not a lawyer, I 
nevertheless possess enough of legal knowledge to warrant the 
assertion, that it is a pijociple in municipal law that the 
9Upptes9wn Df truth is equivalent to the eRpresnbft of fitlse- 
hood; or, as the law-books express it, "the former is more 
artful knavery." In Paley's System of Moral and Political 
Philosophy, the same sentiment ia corroborated in strong and 
unmistakable language ; and in the Bible, upon which Elder 
Graves pro/esses to build his hopes of eternal life, we find 
the same idea perfected. 

Now, I have seen with regret a csrd in the Biblical 
Becorder/' a partisan paper published at Raleigh, N. C, in 
which a Committee, on behalf of the "Baptist Publication 
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Soeiety of North Carolina/' acting, as they say, un^er the 
AppointBiAiit of thai Boeietj, tnd doing what the S^oiety 
directed — I aaj I have wen in this card, or challenge,'' a 
foil endoisement of the flimajy slaoderonB) and diaingennons 

production on which I am oommenting. Nay, this Committee 

commends to public favor the Iron Wheel," and challenges 
Methodist ministers to defend themselves and their Church 
against its assaults! This endorsement, I will demonstrate 
before I close this volume, is any thing but creditable to the 
Chnatian patriotiam and gentlemanlj bearing of theae piout 
loYcn of tmtbi ohaiged with this "work ef Mikf and labor of 
love/' by the "Baptist Publication Society of North Carolina/' 

In this connection, and leat the idea escape my mind, I 
will submit two r^iu ;-ti(;ns only to the members of this Com- 
mitU't;. Are there Dot, iu ihc world, fulse doctrines and 
wicked practices enough to employ the time and talents of 
their reforming brethren of the ^Publishiag Society/' without 
wasting their strength on the "polity and doctrines of 
Methodism/' even admitting that they may not he all they 
could desire? And can it he a commendable work of Chris- 
tian piety, for such cause, or in retaliation for supposed wrongs, 
to endeavor to spread and foment disaffection amon^? tho5?e 
who at pretuiit may be peaceful as neighbors, and sat idlud 
with their Church relations? If hamau passion be consulted, 
which I think in all likelihood governed the "Pnblbhitig 
Society/' I know the answer. If, on the contrary, we oooealt 
eonsetence and the Divine word, with an ^e to eternity, the 
answer wij|l be different 

Now, all this abuse of Mr. "Wesley's private and ministerial 
character, this misrepresentation of Methodist polity, and this 
arrtiy of pictures, caricaturing Methodist itinerancy, in which 
its beauties are couoealed, and its blemishes are exaggerated, 
— ^tbis, T say, may all be very amusing to my gracious brethren 
of the Baptist Chunch. They may laugh in their sleeTss at 
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the depravity that can suggest such ideas ; the meaning smile 
niuy light up their countenaDccs^ and they may even rejoice 
with the same assurance vith which the untidored savage 
exults, while he siiigs his &Torite triumph of deaUi around 
the bonfire he has enkifldled for his dying captive ; but is 
there illustrated in it the spirit of Christ J esus, the charity 
*Hhat hopeth all things," or that thiriketh no evil/" Is 
there displayed in all this the manly, ingenuous feeling of 
brotherly love and Christian probity ? 

But our champioo of the Wheel" I am endeaToring to 
take the tpokes out of, commences the cluster under eonside- 
ration with this heading, in part : — Trouble with a lady^ 
Mr, Wesley a rejected lover— ^Mit revenue — If ajpprehendedj 
tried, and condemned — FTees from justicey and leaves Sa- 
vannah hy nifjlit — Seeks tJie sea -coast, and sails for England** 

Further on in the chapter, he adds, "We can testify that 
LIKE FOUNDER, LIKE PEOPLE aud Continues, "It was so 
with their father John, whether in England or Georgia!" 
This blackguard allusion is made iu reference tcr the difficulty 
with the lady, namely, that she ''swore to aud signed an affi- 
davit, intimoHng mwh more it anmsd** — italioising 
just as I have done ! 

The only remaining quotations I need give from this 
chapter, are these two : 

lifr. Wesley is tried by a grand jury of forty-fonr, upon an Indiet- 

mcnt of ten specifications, and the jury was charged to beware of 
spiritual tyranny^ and to oppose the new illegal authority which woi 
usurped over tlieir comcienees. Mr. Wesley wa9 natural^ tyrannical. 
The jury found a true bill i^nst John, tla» founder of If ethodisnit 
for lua eoadnet towards Mrs. Williamson, ud nine othor charges. 
Po'ir mnn. hti was sarrounded by diflRcuIties — unconTcrtod. unmarried, 
a womau prosecuting him for his conduct towards her, far from home, 
and his own people thoroughly disgusted with his conduct, and out- 
raged by his arrogance and unperiM dieMoni t 

What does the great Wesley think of rwiinimg away from America, 
and away from a court trial, for the ill treatment of a woman, ttid 
nnwairaatable spuitaal dictation, and a pubfio nuisance T 1 1 



* 
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In the profusion of vilification heaped upon the T0ii6rable 
founder of Methodism hj Elder GraTes, I might be expected 
to quote miit» largely ; but ta the extracta I have giyen set 
forth the points to which I wDl be expected to reply, candid 
and sensible men will not expect me to quote more largely 
from the vituperation, and most wanton personal attacks, of 
this last and filthiest of assailants. True, from first to last, 
ho embodies most of the slang aijainst Mr. Wesley, of 
8uuthey, Soipllet, Nightingale, Liovd Julm Kussel, and even 
JP, A. Eon } and io^ many inBtances without giving theaci his 
^'illustrious predecessors/^ the proper credit, 

I must ask the indulgence of the reader, for extending this 
chapter to a length I would gladly have avoided. It treats 
of the most important event in the life of Mr. Wesley — his 
rt'sideuce'of near two years in Georgia, his difficulties while 
there, and certain legal proceedings instituted against him-— 
every particular of which is misrepresented by this man 
(xrayes, and none of which, when properly understood, reflects 
the least dishonor upon Mr. Wesley. 

I premise further, that I gather all my facts from the Idfa 
of the IIev. John Wesley, by Rev. John Whitehead, 
M. D., the author of the discourse delivered at Mr. Wesley's 
funeral, by appointment of a Committee, his brother in the 
ministry, and a physician who stood by his bedside when he 
breathed his last. I have before me the London edition, 
printed by Stephen Oonchman, MBOCXGUI. When the 
Methodist Conference assembled in London, in August, 1792, 
after the death of Mr. Wesley, the Committee met and 
resolved in favor of Dr. Whitehead executing this work, and 
which was not at variance with the following extract from Mr. 
Weslev's last will and testament: 

**I GIVE all my manuscripts to Thomas Coke, Doctor 
Whitehead, and Henet Moore, to he burnt or pnblishedi 
as thej see good." (See Arminlan Magaziaa for Januaij, 
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1792, page 29.) I am tike more partiealffr in stating tbat 1 

resort to Dr. Whitehead's Life of Wesley, because some of 
the friends of Mr. Wesley, and of Methodism, both in Europe 
and America, have objected to the work, on the ground that 
it gives both the good and the had^ m reference to his life 
and labors — ^if I may be allowed tjie use of snob terms in 
reference to such a bian. 

The settlement of a colony between the rirenB Savannah 
and Alatamaha, was meditated in England in 1732, for the 
accommodation of poor people in Great Britain and Ireland, 
and for the further security of Carolina. Humane and wealthy 
men suggested a plan of transporting a number of poor 
families to this part of America, free of expense. For this 
purpof^e they a|iplied to the king, George II., and obtained 
from bint letters patent, bearing date June 9th^ 1732, for 
legally canying into exeeution their project. They- called the 
new province Chorgiaj in honor of the king, who favored the 
scheme. A corporation of 21 persons was constituted by the 
name of ^'Thc Trustees for establishing the Colony of 
Georgia.'' In November, 1732, 116 settlers embarked for 
Georgia, conveyed thither free oi expense, and furnished with 
every thing requisite for building, and cultivating the soil. 
James Oolethorfb, one of the Tmstees, and an active pro- 
moter of the enterprise, embarked as the head of these 
settlers, and they arrived at GharlesAnem, as Ohaileston was 
then called, early in the next year. It was on the 6th of 
February, 1736, Mr. Wesley first set foot on American ground, 
on a small uninhabited island over against Tyhtt^ and thence 
took a boat for Savannah. He entered on his ministry at 
iSavannab, Snndaj, March 7th, 1786. In December, 1738, 
he took leave of America for England, having preached the 
gospel at Savannah OMjs txa& amb nine month8.. He 
arrived there, it vrill be seen, 120 years ago, as a missionary, 
. aftd a minister of the Kstahlished Church of England. He 
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otme orer on board the Simmons, oommvided by Mr. Ogl»- 
tKorpe**-^! which is set forth in his Joamal. 
F^ing a deep interest in eyeij evtfnt conneeted with the 

history of Mr. Wesley, and being a great admirer of the man, 
when in Savaunali, scvcial juars ago, I visited the wharf, in 
the business portion of that citj, wlieie ho fin!t landed, and 
viewed the spot. I have also been in the large livery stable, 
on the corner of President and Whitaker streets, where Mr. 
Wesley's chapel stood — ^where he regularly preached and 
administered the aacrameots; and the very spot on which he 
gave offence to ^t aristoeratio fiunil/, by repelling a Mrs. 
Williamson from the holy oommnnion, the particulars and 
/acts of wliieli w ill hereafter appear. The old Fort FreihricMy 
five miles below, one of Mr. AV^esley's regular preaching- 
places, is^till standing — the identical house — and is ft venera- 
ble specimen of British architecture. Close by, among the 
cypress swtimps, is TJmnderbolt, another of his prea<$hing* 
places, to both of which he was accnstomed to toMf for 
bodily exerpise. In that vicinity stands a portion of the 
"Whitefield Orphan Home," which, bat a few years ago, 
was used as a kitchen, and was Lhu property of a Methodist 
preacher. When I was last in Savannah, Kev. Mr. Godfrey, 
a worthy Methodist minister, presented me with a walking- 
stick, in a fie of a portion of the English cherry hedUtead oa 
which Mr. Whitefield slept, and which he brottght over iiom 
England ! 

The descendants of Mr. Wesley's pefsecntors are still living 
in 8avannah-*the Williamsons and Caustons — clever, intelli- 
gent, and respectable people, connected in part with the* 
Presbyterian and Methodist Churches. He publicly refused 
to administer the sacrument to Mrs: Williamson, a niece of 
Mr. Causton, an influential and respectable gentleman, out 
of which grew the fierce pelsecntion so basely misrepresented 
by Elder Orave$. For repelling this lady from the holy 
2* 
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commnnion, in his little chapel, a presentment vas made to 
the Grand Jury, contaioiDg ten speeifieatiooi or arnnU, 
charging him with "breaJsing tho laws of the realm, contrary 
to the peace of the sovereign lord, the King, hia crown and 
dignfty." These spocificatioDS were — 

1. By Bp caking and writing to Mrs. Williaaison, (relatlTe to her 
improprieties J against her hushand'a eobseftt. ' 

2. By repelling hor from tho holy cominiinion. 

3. By not declariiig lii'-- nfit.prrnce to the Church of JBngland. 

4. Dy dividing the morning 6( rvice on Sunday. 

5. liy refusing to baptize Mr. Parker's child, otherwise than by 
dipping, ^zeept the parents would certify it was*weak, and not aUe 
to bear it. 

C. By repelling Wm. Oouch from the holy communion. 
7. By refusing to read the burial seryice over the body of Nathaniel 
PolhiU. 

8; By calling himself Ordmary of Sayannah ! 

9. By refusing to reoeiTO Wsl Agliondy, not a oommnnkant, as a 

godfather. 

10. By refusing Jacob Mathewsibr the same reason, etc., etc. 

Among the enemies of Mr. Wesley at Savannah, there were 
some desperate persons, evidently as ill-minded as Gtomb is ; 
and their hatred, like that of Graves, xoae to a dbgree hardly 
credible. Every species of de&matton likely to prejudice the 
people against him was propaj'ated' with diligence. The 
wurst constructions which liiuUj^aiiy itself could iavent were 
put upon his actions, aud reported as facts : it even seems 
that the giving away his own private income in acts of charity, 
was construed into the embezalemeat of the <Sooie^8 
Vioncy ! 

. And now, I will let Dr. Whitehead Be heard fai farther 
defence of Mr. Wesley, and in reply to the oalamnies of Elder 
Graves. I quote from pafije 806 to page 314, inclusive ; and 

ask all who may have h ikI the quotations from OraveD, to 
^'read, mark, learn, and iowardly digest," the eight pages I 
copy. 
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Mr. Causton, the chief magistrate of Savaiinah, seems to have been 
of » wann «nd rather violent tenner: impatient of oontndietion, 

overbearing, and fickle in his attachments. He had hitherto not only 
Eshown a decent civility towards Mr. Wesley, but even a friendly 
regard for him. This regard seemed increased during a fever he had 
in the end of June, in whieti Mr. Wesl^ attended him every day. On 
the third of July, Mr. Wesley reproved Urs. Williamson for some 
things -which he thought wrong in her conduct. The reproof was 
resented by the lady, who said she did not expect such usage from him. 
This was the beginning of strife, which, as the wise man tells us, "is 
as when one letteth o«t water." The next day Mrs. Causton culled, 
and Hpulogizing for the behavior of hrr nioce, desired Mr. Wesley to 
inform Mr?. Williamson in writing what he had to object against her 
conduct, lie accordingly wrote to her on the otb, and here the matter 
rested for a few weeks. In the meantime, however* Mrfl.;William8on 
miscarried, and Mrs. Causton reported that the miscarriage was occa- 
sioned by Mr. Wesley's reproof, and the letter he had sent; bur Mrs. 
Williamson frankly acknowledged that, her husband having been sick, 
it was occasioned by the hurry and anxiety his sickness h^A produced. 
During this time lilr. Causton showed the same friendly attention to 
Mr. Wesley as if nothing had happened. Oo this occfision Mr. 
We^lcT writes in his private journal : "July 28. — The strange esteem 
which Mr. Causton seemed to show for u:*, by which means we had 
nothing withoat bnt ease and plenty, oceanoned my expressing my- 
self thus in a letter to a friend — 'How to attain the being crucified 
with Christ, I find not ; being in a condition which I neither desired 
nor expected in America: in ease, and honor, and abundance. A 
strange school for him who has bnt one budness, Tvftvd^ew ctmrrbit 
irp^f eiaificiav.^ ''* 

in the beginning of August, he joined rrith the Germans in one of 
their love-feasts. This, I believe, was the first time he ever saw a 
love-feast. He speaks thus of It: "It was begun and ended with 
thanksgiTing and prayer, and celebrated in so decent and solemn a 
mannt-r, as a Christian of the apostolic age would havo allowed to be 
worthy of Christ." Ue afterwards adoptee^ love-feasts into the economy 
of Methodism. 

Angust 7. — ^Mr. Wesley repelled Mrs. Williamson from the holy, 
commnnion, for the reasons specified in bis letter of the 5th of July, 

a«' well as for not giving him notice of her design to communicate, 
after having discontinued it for some time. On the 9th, a warrant 
having been issned And served upon him, he was earned before the 
Recorder and magistrates. Mr. Williamson's charge was : 1. That 
Mr. Wesley had defamed his wife : 2. That ho had causelessly repelled 
her from the holy communion. The first charge Mr. Wesley denied; 
and the second, being purely ecclesiaistical, he would not actoowledge 
the nMpstrate's power to interrogate him oonceming it. He was told 
that ho mast, howoTer, appear at the next court holden for SaTannab. 
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la the mean time Mr. Ganaton, ItaTing beeome Mr. Wesley's bitter 

enemy, required liim to ussif^n his reasons in writing for repelling his 
nicco. This he accordingly di<l, in the following letter to Mr?. Wil- 
liamson; "At Mr. Cauaton s request, I write once more. The rules 
whereby L proceed are tiieee; so many as intend to partake of. the 
holy communion, shall signify their names to'|hft ourate at leaat 
some time the day before. This you did not do. 

"And if any of these — have done any wrong to his neighbor by word 
or deed, so that the congi ition be thereby oftenaed, the curate shall 
advertise him, that in any wise he presume not to come to the Lord's 
table, until he hath openly declared himself to have truly repented. 

**If you offer yourself at the Lord's teble on Sunday, I will adver- 
tise you, as I have done more than once, whereiu you Lave done wrong ; 
and when ^on have openly declared yourself to bare truly repented, 
I will admmister to you the mysteries of God." 

On the 12th of August, and the following days, Mr. Causton read 
to as many as he conveniently could, all the letters Mr. Wesley had 
written to bimeelf, or Miss Sophy, from the beginidng ef tbeur ao* 
quaintance; not, indeed, throughout, but teleeting certain pmaages^ 
which might, being detached from the rat, and aided by a comment 
which he iupplied, make an impression to Mr. Wesley's disadvantage. 
Such methods as these of oppressing an indivMual, are detestable; 
and yet they have too often been praotioed, even by persons profess- 
ing religion; but they alwayw afford sure evidence of a bad canoe. 

While Mr. Causton was thus employed, the rest of the famiiy were 
assiduous in their endeavors to convince all to whom they spake, that 
Mr. Wesley had repelled Mrs. Williamssfn from the communion out of 
revenge, because she had refused to marry him. "T sat still at 
home," says Mr. Wcsle}^ "and I thank God, easy, having euiniiiittpd 
my cause to him ; and remembering his word, * Blessed is the mau 
that endureth temptation; for when he is tried, be shall reoel've the 
crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.' 
I was at first afraid that those who were weak in tho faith would be 
tamed out of the way. at least so far as to neglect the pnblio worship, 
by attending which tlicy were likely to suffer in their tempeval eon* 
cems. But I feared where no fear was : God took ears of this like- 
wise; in^omuoh that on Snndiy the 14th, viere were present at the 
mornmg pray ere than had been jQTfiome months beforf. Many of them 
observed those words in the flfst les«)n, *Set Xaboth on high among 
the people; and set two men, sons of Belial, before him, to bear wit-^ 
ness against him.* No le^"" remarkable y.ere those in the evening 
lesson: *1 hate him, fur he doth not prophesy good concerning me, 
but eviL* 0, may I ever bo able to say with Micaiah, 'What the Lord 
eaith unto me, that will I speak ; and uttA, fh«ugb I too shoiiid be put 
into prison, and fed there, with bread of alBiction, and with water of 
affliction.' " 

Angost Id. At the request of several of the commonieants, he drew 
up ft uiort relatiott of the ease, and read it after the erening prayers, 
in the open eongregfttion. And tMs evenings as Mr, Wesley supposed. 
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lbs. Wiliiamson vras prevailed upon to swear to and sign a paper 
oontaining many asaeraon* and ifuinuatioiis injari<nu to Us dtftno* 
tor. During the whole of this week, Mr. Gauston was employed in 

Sroparing those who wore to form the grand-jury at the next court- 
ay. Ho was talking with some or other of them day and night: hu 
'table was free to all: old misunderstandings were forgot, and nothing 
was too maoh' to be done for them, or promised to tiiem. Monday, 
the twcnty-seeor "1, tlm court was formed, and forty-four jurors were 
Bworn in, instead of fifteen, to bo a grand-jury to find the bills. This 
was done by Mr. Gauston, who hereby showed hiii skill in the manage- 
ment of a eontroTeny like tUe. He knew well thatanomben would 
add weight to every thing they transacted, and indnce them to take 
bolder steps than a few would venture upon. To this grand-jury ho 
gave a long and earnest charge, ''to beware of spiritual tyranny, and 
to oppose the new illegal authority which was nsorped oyer their 
eonscienccs." "iSxB. Williamson's affidavit wa^i read; and he then 
delivered to them a paper, entitled a List of Grievances, presented bi/ 
th^ grand-jury for Savannah, this day of August, 1737. In the 
afternoon Mrs. Williamson was examined, who acknowledged that she 
had no ohjeetions to make against Mr. Wesley's oondnot 8x#obb ntft 
MARRIAGE. The ncxt day Mr. and Mrs. Causton were also examined, 
when she confessed that it was by hee reqlest Mr. Wesley had 
written to Mrs. Williamson on the 5th of July; and Mr. Causton 
declared, that if Mr. Wesley kad abkbb luji cxwaxHT to hatb vab- 
BIXB iiiH NiKCE, HE SHOtJLD NOT HAVE tiEFusKD ixtl The grand-Juy 
continued to examine these ecclesiastical grievances, which occasioned 
warm debates, till Thursday; when Mr. Causton being informed they 
were entered on matters beyond his instructions, went to them, and 
behaved in such a manner, ttiat he tiirne<l forty-two out of the forty- 
four into a fixed resolution to inquire into his whole behavior. T!iey 
immediatclj- entered on that business, and continued examining wit- 
nesses all day uu i: riday. On Saturday, Mr. Gauston finding all his 
efforts to stop them ineSflfectoal, he ac^onmed the oonrt till Thnrtday, 
the first of September, and spared no pains, in the mean time, to 
bring them to another mind. September 1. He so far prevailed, that 
the nugority of the grand-^ury returned the List of Grievances to the 
oottrt; in some luurtienlari altered, vader the foim of two present* 
ments, containing ten bilU^ oiUy two of which related to the affedr of 
Mrs. Williamson; and only one of theee was ooirnizable by that court, 
the rest being merely ecclesiastical. September 2, Mr. Wesley 
addressed the court to this effect: **A8 to nine of the ten Indictments 
against me, I know this court can take no cognizanee of them ; they 
being matters of an ecclesiastical nature, and this not nn r^cclesiasti- 
cal court. But the tenth, concerning my speaking and writing to Mrs. 
Williamson, is of a secular natui*e; and this therefore I desire may be 
tried hers, where the fhcta complained of were committed." Little 
aiuwer was made, and that purely evasive. 

In the afternoon he moved the court again for an imnu' liato trial 
at Savannah; adding, "That those who are offended may clearly see 
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whether I hare done any wrong to any one ; or whether I haTe not 
tAw deserved tbe tlianin of Mrs. WmiamBon, Ifr. Oaiuton, and of 

the whole family." Mr. Causton's anawer was full of eiTility and 

respect. lie observed: "Perhaps thincr*' w^nld not have been carried 
fio far, had you not said,, you believed U Mr. Causton appeared the 
people would tear him in pieces: not so much out of loTO to you, as 
out o^ hatred to him for his abononable practices/' If Mr. Wesley 
really spake these vrord;*, ho was certainly very imprudent, rnnsi'lr r- 
ing tbe circuiUKtancos in which lie was placed. But we too otten tind, 
in disputes, that the constructions of others on what has been said 
are reported as the Tery worda we have spoken; which I snspect to 
have been the case here. Mr. Causton, however, has sufficienttj 
discovered the motives that inflnenced his cond\ict in this business. 

TWJELViJ of the grand-jurors now drew up a protest against the 
proceedings of the majority, to be immediately sent to the tmstees in 
England. In this paper they gave such clear and satisfactory reasons, 
under every bill, for their dissent frpm the majority, as eff^^rtnil^v did 
away all just ground of complaint against Mr. "Wesdey, on the subjects 
of the prosecution. As Mr. and Mrs. Williamson intended to go for 
England in the first ship that should sail, scnneof Mr. Wesley's firiends 
thoufflit It^ oufjht to go likewise; cliiofly to rcmovo the bad impre'^-i'uis 
whicii ini.^repi'espntntion and ill-natured report might make on tlie 
trustees, aud others interested in the welfare of the colony. But 
September 10 he obaerres: **I laid itside the thoughts of going to 
England; thinking it more suitable to my calling .still to commit my 
cau«e to God, and not to be in haste to justify myself: only to be 
always ready to give to any that should ask me, a reason of the hope 
that is in me.*' 

Immoderate xeal is always to be suspected; especially wften it 

appears in pursuing such measures as tend to injure or rain an 
individual. A bad cause, which originated from hatred or malice, will 
almost always be carried on wiUi more intemperate zeal and bolder 
measures, than a consciousness of acting right will ever produce. 
The pursuit of any end in view, "o-hen governed by the passion?, is 
always more violent tlnn vhen directed by reason and truth. On 
this principle we ma,y account for the proceedings of the magistrates 
of Savaanah. They sent the sAdavit they had procured, and thf 
two presentments of the grand-jury, to Ine inserted in the newspapers 
in diflferent parts of America. The only purpose this could answer, 
was to injure Mr. W^ey in the opinion of a large body of people, * 
who coald not easily come at a trae knowledge of the case. That 
these advertisements might make a deeper impression on the minds 
of the mnltitndc. the pomp of legal form was preserved ; the following 
words being added at the end of each bill — ''Contba&y to the peagb 
or COB SoYSBSiCiN Lord tbe Kino, his Cbowm akd DroHtTT." Per- 
sons of discernment saw through the artifice; and In the end of Sep- 
tember, Mr. Wesley received a letter from a gentleman of o nvidrrablo 
abilities and learning in Charlestown, in which are the following 
observations: ^^I -am much concerned at some reports and papers 
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conceniing you from Georgia. Tbe papers contain some affidanti 

made agninst yon by one ^Irs. Williamson; and a parcel of tt-uff called 
preseniments of you bi^ the gTand-juTy^ for matters chiefly of yoar mere 
office M a clergyman. Has our soTcrreiga lord tiio king gireii ^o 
temporal courts in Georgia sQiflemastical jurisdiolioiiT If lie has not, 

then sure I am, that whateTcr yonr fiiilingsi in yonr office mny a 
grand-jury's presentment of them, being rcpnpTiant to the fundamen- 
tal laws and constitution of England, la a plain ^breach of his peace,' 
and an open insult on 'bis crown and dignity;* for which they them- 
selves ought to be presented, if they have not incurred a premunire.* 
The presentment's, a sad pack of nonsense, I have seen; but not the 
affidavits. They were both designed to have been published in our 
Gazette, but onr Mends here have hitherto pre?ented it I shall be 
¥ glad to have some Ujght from yourself into these mattwa, and where> 

with to oppose the reports industriously spread here to your disad* 
vantage ; meantime, 1 remain your most obedient humble servant, 

Mr. Wesley received some eonsolatory letters from those of his 
fiiends to whom he had represented his situation. A Icftcr of this 
kind from Dr. Cutler, a clergyman of Boston, contains some thoughts 
so just, and not very commouly to be met with, that I think it worthy 
of a plsee here. It is dated the twenty-second of October. *<I am 
Borry, sir," says he, "for the clouds hanging over your mind, respect- 
ing your undertaking and situation ; but liope God will give a happy 
increase to that good seed you have planted and watered, according 
to his will. The best of men, in all ages, have fhiled in the success 
of their labor; and there will ever be found too many enemies to the 
cross of Christ; for earth will not be heaven. This reminds us of that 
happy place, where we shall not see and be grieved for transgressors ; 
and where, for our well<-meant labors, our judgment is with the Lord, 
' and our reward with our God. And you weU know, sir, that under 
the saddest appearances, we may have some share in the consolations 
which God gave Elijah; and may trust in him that there is some 
wickedness we repress or prevent; some goodness by our means, weak 
and unworthy as we are, beginning and increasing in the hearts of 
men, at present; perhaps like a grain of mustard-seed, that in God's 
time may put forth, and spread and flourish ; and that, if the world 
Beejns not the better for us, it might be worse without us. Our low 
opinion of ourselTcs is a prepara&re to these successes ; and so the 
modest and great Apostle found it. 

*'No doubt, sir, yon have temptation^ vrhere yon are, nor is there 
any retreat from them: they hint to us the care we must take, and 
the promises we must apply to ; and blessed is the man that endureth 
temptation. 

**I rejoice in the good character you give, which I believe ynu well 
- bestow, of Mr. Whitetield, who is coming to you ; but I question not 
but his labors will be better joined with than supersede yours; and 
oven his and all our sufficiency and efficiency is of God. 

* To Incur a pnimunire, b to b« liabU U> impriMBinant and lo« of gooda 
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"It is the least we can do to pray for one another; and if God will 
hear me, a great Binder, it will strengthen your interest in him. I 
ncommend mywlf to a vhare in your prayers, for hia pardoiit accept- 
•aaee and aadBtaaee; and that my Ikmily— 4tta/ not be forgotten 

by you." 

Mr. Wesley, in the midst of this storm kept up by the arts of hia 
aTow4d enemies, without a shilHng in his pocket, and three ttionaaad 
miles from home^ possessed his eonl in peace, and pursued hia labors 

with tho same unremittinp; diligence, as if he had enjoyed the greatest 
tranquillity and ease. . October 30. He gives us au account of his 
labwa on the Lord's^day. The English servioe lasted from five till 
half an hour past aix. The Italian (with a few Vandoia) began at 
nine. The second serrice for tho English, including the sermon and 
the holy communion, continued from half an hour past ten till aboui. 
half an hour past twelve. The French service began at one. At two 
1 oatechiaed the oliildren. About three began the Engliah senrice. 
After this waa ended, I joined with aa many as my large room would 
hold, in reading, prayer, and singing. And about six the service of 
'the Germans began; at which I was glad to be present, not as a 
^ tiaeheiv but aa a leamer." 

November 1. He recelTod a temporal^ relief from his pressing 
wants. "Col. Stephens," says he, **arrived, by whom I received a 
benefaction of ten pounds^ sterling;* after having been for several 
months without one shilling in the house, but not without peace, 
health, and contentmeat." , " ^ 

Kv^ember 3. He attended the court holden on that day; and again 
. -at the. court held on the twmty-thiid; urging an immediate hearing 
of hia case, that ho might have an opportunity of answering the alle* • 
. gaHoPf allege^ against hfan. But thia the magiatratea^refViaed, and at 
Ih » i>Mi II ^Mj I (Mill iifti 1 11 IK 1 1 nl every rcpoMtohis disadvantage: whether 
i( lias 'a iiei^- invention, or founded on a malicious construction of 
any 'thing he did or aaid. Mr. Wesley perceiving that he had not the 
most distant prospect of obtaining justice, that he was in a place>' 
vhere tfiose in power were eombined ^together to oppress him, and 
could any day procure evidence (as experience had shown) of words 
he had never spoken, and of actions he had never done; being disap- 
pointed, too, in the primary object of his mission, preacliing to the 
Indiana^ he eoasnlted his friends what he ought to do; who were of 
opinion with him, that, by these circumstances, Providence did now 
call him to leave Savannah. The next day he called on Mr. Causton, 
and told him ho designed to set out for England immediately. No- 
vember 24, he put up the following advertisement in the great square, 
and quietly prepared for his journey : 

.♦♦Whereas John Wesley designs shortly to set out for England, This 
is to desire those who have borrowed any books of him, to retuni 
them a^ soon aa they conveniently can, to 

JoHiJ Weswt.** 

November 30. He went once more to Mr. Canston. to do^iire money 
»Iaa»peiiiiie tw »Qqa»uiantloiisatBPr.Bnrtea'aiatterlbelfl«hof Jsae. 
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to defray his expenses to England, intending to sat out oo Friday, the 
second of December. It appears to me that thi« was an event irhich 
the magistrates most ardently wishad to tak& place, and to which all 
their proceedings had been solely directed. It Is no objeetion to this 
opinion, that they published an order to prohibit him from leaving the 
province. It is Tnnnirest that they had no intention of brinL^ng the 
matter to a fair hearing before them, and of giving it a legal decision. 
They knew well that the evidence was so strong in Mr. Wealey a iavor, 
that they could not even invent a plausible pvetenee for giving like 
cause ugainst him. But to give it in his favor would have been cause 
of rejoicing to liim and his friends, and would have covered his ene- 
mieii with shame; and they had no way of preventing this but by 
delaying the trial as long oa possible. 4kk tiie other lumd, they ea^ly 
^ foresaw that if, by cutting off all prospeoi i5l tflnnhulang the aAdr, 
and maltiplying false and injurious reports concerning him every day, 
they could weary out his |>atience, and induce him to quit the province 
of his own aocord, the kinmph wonld h€ left^ his enemies; and ha 
leaThlg the province pending a prosecution against hiai, and m oppo^ 
sition to a prohibition of the magistrates, would bring a ccn^nre upon 
him, and make his conduot and character suspected among all those 
who did not know the circumstances of the case. Finding him now 
detembed to go for England, they had a fine opporttini^ of giving 
their plan its full effect. "Mr. Wesley intcT.dc l to set out about noon, 
the tide then serving; but about ten o'cI h k the mniristrntes sent for 
him, and tohi him he should not go out ot the province till he had 
ei^tered into recogniiance to appear at the ooart, and answer the alle- 
gations laid against him. Mr. Wesley replied, tiiat he had appeaksd 
AT COURTS succ«8f»TVET.T, and had openly desired a trial, but was 
refused it. They said that he must, however, give security to appear 
i^ain. He asked, what security? After a long consultation together, 
thej agreed upon a kmd of bond^ tiiat he shonld appear at Savannah, 
when required, under a penalty of fiftf/ pounds. T^nt the Recorder 
added, You must likewise give bail to answer Mr. Williamson's action 
of one thousand pounds' damages. I then began," says Mr. Wesley, 
**to see into their design of spuming out time and doing nothings and 
so told him plamly, Sir, T vnll sign neither Ofis b(md n9r the tther: yo» 
jbiotr your btuinesa, and I know mine." 

The magistrates finding him quite resolved to go fpr England, saw 
their plan was seenre, and that they might earry on th^ ftrce, to l^eep 
mp appearances in their own favor, without danger of disappointment 
In the afternoon, tbor{'f(.>re, tliey published an order requiring all 
officers to prevent his going out of the province, and forbidding any 
person to assist hun so to do. The day was now far spent: after 
evening prayers, therefore, the iide agsdn serring, Mr. Wesley left 

Snvillinnb, IN' COTPANY WITH TRUEE OTIIFR vr.v.'^ns9. ?;o ONT: ATTEMPT- 
ISQ TO iiiXDEK HIM. Indeed, I have no doubt but the magistrates were 
heartily glad to get rid of a man whose whole manner of life was a 
aonstant reproof of their Hemiwumutit and words were as 

wrcwt Hkmif fatt in thm. 
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If we candidlj revieir all the dreimistaiioeB of tiiis tSear, we diall 
perhaps be led tor eoncdnde that Mr. Weslej migBt have acted inQk 
more eantion/and more Tf^^rnr I to his own ease and charactor, than 
he did when he first saw the storm gathering, and likely to burst with 
Tiolence upon bira. But his oonstimt rale was, to asoertun, to the 
eatisfaetion of his own mind^ that particular line of eondnct which 
d"uty required him to pursue, as a Christian and a minister of the 
gospel, and thou steadily to walk in it, re^irdlosHof cnnsp iuenccs. And 
there is every evidence wliich the case will admit, that he acted in 
. tUs conseientiotts manner towards Mrs. WiUiaauson. It does not 
appear that any one ever charged him with repelling her from the 
holy comniTinion ont of reifen^c herauifr, she wottld not marry him, except 
HSB BELATiONS, who now thought it necessary to iijjare his reputation 
aa maoh as possiblOi to cover themselves from reproach. But this 
chaise not only wants positive proof: it is even destitate of probabt^ 
lity. It was about five months affor her marriage when this circum- 
stance happened; during tlie former part of which time ^« Aod Jre- 
qumtly administered Lhe sacrament to her, without showing any symptoms 
of revenge; and alK)iit three months after her marriage, he saw such 
things in her conduct as, in his private Journa], which wns never 
printed, induced him to blcs.'t God for Im deliverance in not marrying her, 
Now let me ask any candid man, if it is probable that Mr. Wesley 
could be actuated by a spirit of revtage for a disappointment at the 
end of five months, which had no influence on his conduct at the end 
of three months; and even after he had been convinced that the dis- 
appointment itself was a mercy, for which he secret]|y thank;ed God ? 
I think no man wiU say it is prob|ible: I apprehend it is imposriblc 
this shonld be the case. In his pastoral character, Ifr. Wesley acted 
by one rule towards all the communicants. If any one had discon- 
tinued his attendance at the Lord's tabic, ho required him to signify 
his name some time the day before he intended to communicate again ; 
and if any one had dons wrong to his fiMghbor, so thact the congrega- 
tion vras thereby offended, he required him openly to declare that he 
had repented. This rule the order of the Church of England required 
him to observCf and ho acted by it invariably in all cases, whether'tbe 
jNHrsons were rich or poor, friends or enemies. Mrs. Williamson «Ud 
not conform to this established order, which must have been well 
known to all the communicants in so small a place. Mr. Wesley was 
therefore reduced to this alternative, either to break an oi^der he held 
sacred, in her favor, and thereto incur 'the censnre- bf a blaraable 
partiality for her, after bdng married to another; or to repel her 
from the holy communion, and incur the cen"^nro of bavin g- clone it 
out of revenire, because she would not marry him. Censure was 
inevitable, whichever way he had acted; and having well considered 
the matter, he determined to follow tl^e mle he had always obaervedi 
and leave ^o consequences to CK>9. 

I hsye elsewhere omitted to state^'^tliftt llie emlmtftiice of 

Graves's abuse of Mr. Weslej, on account of this aiiair at 
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Savannah, is taken from Lemprtlre*s Univertal Geoyj aj)Tii/, 
Leoiprierc was at heart an infidel, an eucmy to Sir. \Vesley; 
and be speaks as contemptuously of Whitefield as of Weslejr: 
resolving his ardent piety and flamiog seal in the cause of 
Q^d, into enthtuiaam and a spirit of prose] jtism \ 

!BT«a Mr, Southe^f in his life of Wesley, on tliis subject 
has done himself honor > and Mr. Wesley justice. Graves 
quotes Southcy in other matters, but in this '^uvaiiiiah allair 
he passes him by, because Southey vindicates Mr. Wesley's 
character agaiubt this vilest of aU other slanders I 

It is very certain, eays Mr. Southey, that the magistrates designed 
nothing more than to make him withdraw; bat in order to keep 
vp appearances, and to stigmatize his depsrtare as if it were a flight 
from justice, ihvy published an order that afternoon, rcqnirinfr all the 
officers and sentinels to prevent him from leaving the colony, and for- 
bidding any person ta assist hiui to do so. This order w<u mt tmatU 
to bt obtyed. Indeed, Mr. Wesley had still xealons IHends in tha 
eotonj. Even among t! i j irors, (fiffy were summoned,) though every 
means was taken to select men who were li':oly to prove his Rccusors, 
and no means of prepossessing them against bira were spared, twelve* 
pessons were found (a sufficient jury) who, in a paper addressed to the 
trqatees, protested against the indictment as a Bdheme for gratifying 
personal malice by blackeoiag Mr. Wed^'s character. 

NoW| there are a few points I wish the candid reader to 
bear in mind : 

1. This slanderer di\\Q^&>> that Mr. Wesley ^'Jlccs from Jus- 
(ice and leaves Savaiuiah hij iiight** The proof is that he 
lefb late in the afternoon, having waited for the rising of the 
tide, in company with " three other persons/' but not without 
having previoosiy put up a bold and manly advertisement on 
the GREAT SQUARE, to the efiect that he would leave for 
England, and asking the return of all the books persons had 
borrowed of him ! He left openly and above-board^ accord- 
ing to a previous notice, but not until he had "appeared at 
SIX COURTS SUrCESSTVELY, and had openly desired a 
trial}" and besides, uot ntil he had called on Mr. Oaustoo in 
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penon, and told liim tbat be dengned to eet out for Eng- 
land immediately/' He went to Mr. Causton, last of all, and 
applied for money to defray his expenses to England; TELL- 
ING. iHM THE DAY ON WUICII UE WOULD SET OUT ! 

2. Klder Graves says that his own people were thoroughly 
disgusted with hi^ oonduct.'' In Eoherts's Narrative of the 
Life of George Whitefieu>i who uxived at Savaonah the 
following May, «nd entered upon las miniatiy, at page 56, 
we learn that Mr. WKitefield <^ found many serious persons, 
the fruits of Mr. AV'eslcy's ministry, glad to receive him, and 
regretting the return of the former to England'* — that **he 
had now an opportunity of inquiring, vjyon the s^j^ot, into the 
circumstanees of the late disputes, and hears witness to the 
ill-usage Mr. "\^^^^ley had received." And to this good day, 
to mj own certain knowledge^ the citizens of Savannah hayo 
great veneration for the name and memory of John Weblbt; 
and. the influenee of hiv example and toaeliings are yet to bo 
seen in the liberality of the people, both in supporting the 
gospel and contributing to other benevolent ol jects. The 
JMethodists have several fine houses of worship there, and as 
many large and respectable societies, who thank Qid^ most 
sincerely that ever a Wesley laired in that city ! 

B. Elder Graves says, The jury found a trufi bill againsl 
John, ^ founder of Metiiodismy'^ eto. The proof is^ that 
the jury wer« coaxed, lectured, feasted, and their meetingd^ 
were adjourned over from day to day, until, worried by the 
impoiLunities of Mr. Causton, a wealthy, talented, vindictive* 
man, they returned a bill against him, but with <jreat reluc- 
tance I Mr. Wesley defended himself, or '^appeared at six 
COUBTB suooDSSXCELT^" but oould get no hearing, because 
neither Mr. Canafeon nor the magistrates ever intonded he 
should have a trial ! A minority of the jurors defended him 
successfully, and their defence was transmitted to the trustees 
in England, which document appears in his Journal. Did I 
f 
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net M tbftt hia defence is complete^ I would oopj that doott- 
• menti ' 

4. Elder Grayes tuyn that Mm. Williamson 'Uwore to and 

signed an affidavit^ iiUmding muck more than it <mert«d!*' 
The connection in which this language is used, and the 
manner in whi<^ it is italicised, kave no doubt that a 
most villainom insinuation is intended I The proof is, that 
the chastitif of Mr. Wesley iieTer was called in question ! 
Mrs. Williamaon testified upon oath that she had no objection 
to the condnct of ifr. Wesley toward her hefire her mar* 
riage : Mrs. danstoo made oath that it was at her request 
Mr. Wesley wrote Llie letter to her niece that gave them of- 
fence ; and Mr. Causton testified on oath that if Mr. Wesley 
had asked his consent to marry his niece, he would have given 
itl The Tirtae of Mrs. Williamson, formerly Miss Sophia 
Causton, nerer was doubted; and if ^Mr. Wesley had ever 
made an ung^tlevoanly or dUhonorable proposition to ber^ 
would she hw« continued; both before and after hermarnage, 
and through a period of more than eighteen months, to have 
received, at regular and stated periods, urid accoidinp: to the 
usages of the Church of Engli^d, the holy cojumunion at 
his hands 'f Certainly not ! . 

5. Mr. Wesley, though " prosecuted' ' by a woman and her 
friends, forenfonang the rigid rules of tlie Church of £ng^ 
land, of which he was a minister, ncTor k^t house tn Naak^ 
t^2&— employed an unmarried woman to live with his wife^ 
who turned out to be "possessed" — not only of a devil, hut 
also of a most loathsome disease — all which came before hia 
Church — was rehearsed from beginning to ending, until '^his 
owQ people became thoroughly disgusted with ixia conduct 1" 
I repeat that Mr. Wesley never was in a scrape of this Hnd ; 
but J, B, Orave$ cannot say, and teU the troth, thsTsueh an 
a&ir never came off in his family and Ghdroh t 

6. Mr. Wesley, though presented to the Grand Jury, by 
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an ill-natured and irreligious family, for refusing to adminis- 
ter the holy communion to. a woman who refused to comply 
with the rules and regulations of the Church, never was in- 
dieted for a gross libel upon a respectable geatlenum (through 
ihe columns of the filthy Tennessee Baptist' at Lexington^ 
Tennessee — convicted and punished to the tune of seysn *. 
TUOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED juoLLAiis AND COSTS; iievcr ap- 
pealed to the Supreme Court of Teiiiiebsee at Jackson — there 
had the dccisioa of the Court below a£rmed, and mortgaged 
aU his effects airay, to avoid. the payment of thu fine and 
oofiti^ But all this has happened with J» Cfraves^ during 
the last twelve or eighteen months, sB the records at Lezin^ 
ton, Jackson, and Nashville ^ill show ! 

7. Mr. Wesley was indicted more than one hundre^ years 
* ago, in the Province of Georgia, for refusing to adaiiiiistcr 
the holy cuiuLuunion to a lady, in violation of the rules and 
usages of his Church j but he uevQt 'w&a puhlicli/ cudgelled (m 
the streets of Nashvilhy by an ex-member of Congress, for 
wanton abusd aud insults of female characteri ihrqugh the 
columns of that great receptaole of filih| the Tennessee 
Baptist/' But this merited castigation was inflicted upon the 
reckless and aotorious J. R, Graves! And no sympathy ^vari 
felt for him in that conjmunity, nur could any redress be had 
at law. He had unfrocked himself as a clergyman — ^he had 
dragged female character before the public, and done that 
whieh derogi^ed from the dignity of his high calliog — and 
the brother-in^aw of ihe lady taught him gracious lesson 
of moderation, hj publicly mauling Mm with a etickl This 
is the man, however, who has been endorsed by the North 
CarolluLi PuliUsliing Society of the Baptist Church" — an t;u- 
dorsement their consciences may trouble them for in the 
future, unless they ind cousolatiou in the truthful words of 
the poet: 
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Lives of great men all remind us 

We can make otir Ut«s snblimo ; 
And, departing, leave behind us 

Footprints on the sands of Timet 

Intending in the next chapter a further consideration of 
the character and labors of Mr. Wesley, I shall not extend ^ 
my remarks in this. The leader nrast have discovered ere 
iUs the blind impetaosity and cherished hostility of Elder 

Graves/' as his North Carolina associates style him, to the 
doctrines, polity, and interests of Methodism. Even tr^ithy 
when he utters it, is eouched in such language, and written 
under the iniSuence of such a spirit, as scarcely to entitle it 
to credit. How lost to all that is virtaons, to all that is dig- 
nified or intereeting iii the eharaoter of man, that state of feel- 
ing must be which can feast with pleasure upon the supposed • 
foibles or even wickedness of human nature, I need not pause 
to tell; and I should tremble to relate the destiny of liim 
who cherishes it ! How truly it may he said of the indul- 
gence of such feelings, when seen in one passing for a grave 
"Elder" in the ministr^^, who arrogates to himself distin- 
guished powers of mind and the advantages of an educatbn, 
that learning loses its dignityi religion its sanctity^ and talents 
their merited respect I 
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CHAPTER III. 

m 

Mr. Wesley's early training— Character of his mother — His ordinac 
tions— HU iDterooQTM with the MorwinU Prtwhee in the open 
fields with .great power and effect — ^The' organization of the first 
Conference— Introduction of Methodism into America — Preachers 
sent over to America — First Conference held in Phlla(ielphia — Ap- 
peal to the "North Carolina Publishing Society of tin Baptist 
Cburoh'*— Fruits of Methodism-— Statistics— Compa»tive strength 
of Methodists and Baptists in Georgia— Closing sceno-^ of Mr. Wes- 

' ley's life — His triumphant death — ^iBSCiiptio* on his tomb — De- 
scription of his person. 

" Methodism/' says Mr. Watsou, lu his Observations on 
Southey's Life of Wesley, "has been usually assailed by a 
Yiolence so blind and illiberal, that those writers who have 
attempted to confute its principles, or to exhibit it alteraately 
as an object of ridicule ted alam^ \fkV%f in most 
ciently answered tbemselyes'/anf'Qiml^er^ h9S been Ten- 
dered Tmneeessary. A few and-o^^ a' few defenoea of Mr. 
Wesley aud his opinions have, therefore, been p^Uisbed. 
The time of those best qualified for such a task has been 
better "employed in works of active piety and benevolence. 
Thej have held on their way ^ thro'ugh good report and evil 
report,* thinking it enough that, by the writingjS of their 
founder and other sq^Mequent publioations, the candid might 
acquaint themselTes wiUi Iheir views of €hr»tianitj;^ and 
thafra people spread through the land presentad points of 
observation sufficiently numerous to enable unprejudifeed per- 
sons to form an accurate estimate of their ^jharacter tmd in- 
fluence." 

Now, what I hare to saj touching these judicious obeerra- 
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ttone of that veiy eloqaent an4 ezcdknt divine la, tint fthcj • • 
are a« fofdbly applieable in Anenfia as ever thej were in 
England. A high sense 06 tlie merits of Mr, Wataon ia mk' 

tertaiaed in this oountiy, as well ai^ his own, both of his 

talents and his virtaea, and of the distinjriiished services 
which, as well by his pulpit eloquence as by his various works 
from the press, be has rendered) not to Methodisra'' ^^^Jf 
but to Chriatianily and to the world. And to all those who 
think pumper to aMaB Methodism" or "Wesley/* thmgh 
anoh mednnna as F. A. Rata and J, R, Graves, I be^ leave 
reapeotfnlty to recommend a pemsal of Mr. Watson's review 
of the Life of Wealey by Southey. It will be found un ample 
antidote; and will convince any Christian grnflrjnnn, I think, 
that Soutbey's work, aa well as the more vulgar productions 
of Ro§8 and GhraveSf made np in part by quotations from the 
ffpfrmer, are aa direct a stab at all evaDgelioal and vital godli* 
nesa a&ai:<' Methodism'' or ''Wesley/' 

The representations of '< facta" given by Elder Grxavea, 
which go to make up bis proofs of charges, are not correct, 
nor are they consistent with the authors he professes to rely 
upon ; and araonor these there are those of tlie very worst 
character, because of the most decided hostility both to Mr. 
• Wesley *aodio Methodism. Of these authorities, it is suffi- 
cient b«ely to mention the names of tSouthey, TopUufy, and 
Mm! • • 

In this ehaplar, I desire to centinne my defence oT JUr. 
tVesley, and to supply some imponaat omissions, which were 
allowed, rather thau iucrease the length of the former chapter 
to an extent that might tend to weary the patience of the 
reader. *^ » 

The Rev. John Wesley waa Uie aeoond Bon of Samuel 
and Susannah Wealey. and waa horn at Epworth, in Lidcoln- 
ahbe, England, Jnne 17, 1703, (^Old Style,) fie leaiifed 

bia finai knoma of iaptm^a ftom hii aotliar, oil* of tiw 

. 8 
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first women of the la^t century, imd a woman admirably 
qualiiied for the proper erlucation and training of lier ehiidren. 
Troly did Bonaparte say^ The £jiiture desiiaj o£ the child is 
the work of the mother/' His father was a learned and 
pioii| miiiistor of tfce EstobliBhed GhnroJi of SiDglaad; and 
Ub^ mother was iio4 Iobb stretraonaly etUohed than his father 
to the doetrinea, uaages, and fomrahtriea of that Chnioh. 
The Wesley family were all resolute and determined. In 
these principles John Wesley was educated, and the im- 
pressions made upon his mind, under the skilful managcmcat 
and piooB teaohioga of one ci the noblest mothers ot that 
oentoiy^ and the gnidanoe and ezamples of such a father^ 
were not only neyer erased, but beeame the gniduig piinmptes 
of his subsequent li&. 

To give tiie reader an idea of the MORAL OOUBAOH of 
Samuel Wealey, I give the ioUuwing incident^ strictly true ; 

The &ev. Samuel Wesley, father of the celebrated John Wesley, 
heing strongly importoned by the Mends ef James IL to support the 
raeasnrea of the court in faror of Popery, with promises of prefer- 
ment, absokitelv refused even to read Ihe ^King's declaration; and 
though surrounded with courtiers, soldiers, and informers, he preached 
s bold and pointed dliooma against it ttom these wotds: *'If it be 
BO, our God whom we serre te able to deliver ua out of tlune hand, 0 
King. But if not, bo it 'known -unto thee, 0 King, that wc will hot 
servo tl^ godSy nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up/' 

At the age of sixteen years^ John Wesley entered college 
at Qxfoidiy and by his rapid progress soon gave evidsnoe of his 
•apsrior powem of intellect md Bteransas of mtae^ whish so 
distingnisbed him h» after life. In 1725 he was ordained n 
deacon, and in 1726 he was elested FeUow of Uneoln Ckdlege. 
He took his degree in 1727, and in 1728 was ordained a 
presbjter in the Church of England. 

Passing over the events of his life which occurred during 
the remainder of the brief period he spent at Oxford, and 
whieh wivs ofaaaraelwiiod by his dsvotion to the Ghnvsht lot* 
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of fiteratiifey iriae and pradeai oo«iiBeb| aad his oonittiit 
ebarifyto the pooTi I oome down to his nssioiiaiy vojage to 
Ainmca; sod which has ^teen, in eosnection with his Ibnet 

sojourn in Savairaah, the subject of such abube^ blander, and 
wicked iu^iouatious, as oever were heaped upon any mim since 
that period. As set forth in the preceding pages, I repeat, 
that Mr. Weslej was baffled in his pious designs of preaching 
ihe gosjtel to the North Americtn IndisAs, misrepresented and 
peiseonted hj those who oaght to have heen hk friendi and 
defendeiB ; and seeing hut a dull prospect of soecesding in 
his main dieign, he took leaye of ihe C^r^ans tinder the 
circumstances herein before detailed, aud arrived iu Loudon 
in February, 1738, having spent two years in America. 

On his passage to America, Mr. Wesley made the acquaint- 
ance of some picas Moravians on board the same ship, fie 
had frequent opportanities <^ convening with them — gave 
> into iheir soond and soiiptnial views q( the doctrine of -jnstip 
fieation through fidth in Jesos Ohristi and the neeessilj and 
privilege ef the Mkbcv witness, and thft fruits of the Holy 
Spirit. On his return to Englaud, he renewed his acquaint- 
ance vf\{\\ some of the Moravian ministers, and held frequent 
and proitabie conversations with them. To these interviews, 
imd the prayerful reading of lather's f re£Me to the Epistle 
to the Bomans^ he fttnbntes his being made a partaker cf 
greatar spiritnal blessings than he had sCveEWfore eigojed. 
With a v^ to strengthen himself in the foith of the Mora- 
vian Church, by whose conversationB and prayers he had been 
much edified, aud even signally bkased, lie perfomed a 
journey to their principal settlement in (TonnaDy, attended 
their meetings, and had free and fuU conversations with their 
most eminent men on the subject of ozperimental and practf- 
cal godMnesSi by which his mind was much enlightened, and 
his heart entirely estsbUahed in the grsaftr doctrine of jgstifi- 
ostion by Ihith, and of ihe nonor "wnnu and mm of the 

1 
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Holy spirit. . After thus holding commniiion with these pious 
and onhodoz ChiicitianB for some time, he returned to London 
in the fall of 1738;* and from that day to the day of his 

death, which wa'- ia the spnfjg of 1791, a period of FIFTY-THREE 
YEARS, no other plan of operatiooa ever entered his head, 
than simpilj to get and commuDicate all the good ia his power. 
He ever, after that, preached with power and eSect the great 
and soul-saving doctrine of justification hy faith in Christ, and 
the witne38 and ^fruit of the Holy Spirits 8o pointed wei« 
his appeals, and earnest his exhortations to vepentaooe, that 
he 8oon learned what was meant ita the- Seriptvres hj the 
"offencG of the cross," for he was refused the use of this, 
and of tlmt, and then of another church, to preach in ! Then 
it was that, lik« the eloquent and pious Whitefield, he 
went into the open fields, Kensington Commons, and other 
places, and preached the glorious doctrines of faith in Christy 
which set all England in a blaae I Snooesa erowAed his efforts^ 
wherever he labored; Those Who were awakened under his 
preaching-— and their names were Legioto*— came to him for 
advice; and as the number of these rapidly iaoreased, he 
found it necessary to form them into a society; and in 1743 
he drew up those rules of his societies, which have continued 
to be the general RULES of the Methodist sociities, both in 
England and America, to this day, with scarcely an exception. 

This was the first regular ofganiaatton of societies by Mr. 
Wesley, and the formation of elat$e$ followed sooiMfter this. 
Among those who were converted under his ministry, and 
joined his societies, were some talented and educated joung 
men, and others with but limited education, but ''full of 
faith and of the Holy Gliost,'' whom, notwithstanding his 
devotion to the established order of things, he started out to 
preach* Hence originated his employnient of lay-preaoherSj 
an irregularity for whioiii though he suffered mueh peneeu'- 
tioo^ thooaaadi ha4 4Silii6 to be ttaakfnl in Europe. As tM 
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•work iDCfeased uBdcf the labors of John and Chaiiee Wesley, 
and the preachers in their employ, it became necessary, in 

* order to avoid confusion, to reduce their operations to 8i/>itim, 
and to have a more digested plan. This led to the eallinir of 
all the preachers together for a Conference^ the iirst ot which 
was held io London io June, 1744, or one hundr d and twelve 
yeatf ago ; although Elder Graves BajSr*^'^ Methodism cannot 

* be oailed a Ohutch of Christy beorase too yonng — it bebg 
omly nxty -eight yean <dd 1'' 

After the organisation of a Gonferenee, the work went on 
more rapidly than ever, and soon spread over dilferent parts 
-of England and Wales. In his evangelical labors, Mr. Wesley 
was assisted by several pions aini learned clergymen of the 
Estabyshed Church, not the least efficient of whom were his 
brother Charles and Mr. Fletcher. 7he work spread over 
Ireland and Sootlandf bnt it is by tto means neeessaiy in this 
- sketch to enter into fnither detsils as It the rise and progress 
of Methodism in "Oreat Britain. 

In 1766, Provideuee opened the way for the introduction 
of Methodism into America; and the first Methodist society 
was established in the city of New York in that year. The 
first preacher of the Methodists who labored in New York 
WHS PHtUF IiMBintTy a local preacher who emigrated from 
Iiehuid. Bat £lder Gnves asserts^ time and agaln» that 
Methodism is **onJy Btosty-^ight yeart M/' and is therefore 
too young to be called a Ohwreh of Cfhrist ! The^proof is that 
its first appearance in New Y'^ork was eight iz-eight years ago, 
showing a nirBtako on the part of Elder Graves of twnifj/ 
years, dating its origin only back to its introduction into the 
United States 1 This blander was not a dip of the pen, for 
the writer dwells npon it, oocnpies several pages npon this 
auwmed fact, and drives to various oinclnaions. He has 
taken thb posilien either through ignorance or a love of lying 

* —4he mder may decide whieh. 

* 
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At the Conf«renoe at Leeds, in 1768, l^rr Wedey sent orer 
to the aid of the oanse in America .two addidonal preacheni| 
Richard Boardman and Joseph Fillmore ; and abont that time , * 
Robert Strawbridge, a local preacher from Ireland, came over 

aud settled in Frederick couuty, in Maryland. In 1771, 
Francis Asbury and Richard Wright were sent over to the 
work in America. At page 109, vol. iii., pf Mr. A^ury's 
Joomal, in 1773, he speaks of the numbers in iheir sooietiea 
where he had labored — ^not having any report from Mr. Btxaw- 
bridge in Marylandj and oihers~-after this wise : ^< Abont three 
hundred in New York^ two hundred and fifty in Philadelphia, 
and a few in New Jersey." 

Mr. Asbury was constituted '^general as^istaiu" by Mr. 
^\'tsley, in 1772, and began to hold quarterly meetings, and 
hear reports from his brethren in the ministry. This desig- 
nation is better noderstood when it is remembered that Mr. 
Wesley being, under CM, the founder of the societies, was 
considered the head gf the whole body, both in Europe and 
America; and all having charge of euroollB nnder him were 
styled his **amBkmU** and those under these asnstants were 
styled helpers.'' In appointing Mr. Abbuiy a general assist- 
ant, ho constituted him the head of all the preachers and 
societies in America, with power to station the preachers; but 
nnder the general direotioii of Mr. Wesley himself, to whom 
he made his regular reports. 

The first mgolar Conference ever held in Amrtw ooh- 
vened in Philadelphia^ July 4ih, 1778, e^^^Mftm years ago, 
* notwithstanding J^der Gimvee asMrts that Methodism is only 
68 years old," and the "North Carolina Publishing Society" 
endorses his assertion ! The numbers in society, as reported 
in the general minutes, were elkven hundred AxND sixty- 
i;ix, and the preacheis in the wor]( were ten, laboring in New 
Ymrk, PennaylvaBia, New Jersey, Maryland, and Virginia* 

These eonfere&ees were held «Teiy year, sometious in we 
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8teto and somelimef in anxviher— tht i^embenhip and minuh 
tiy inoraaaiDg rapidly, until ihe arrival of a yeiy important 
period in the history of Methodism in this country, the 

organization of the Metuodist Episcopal Church, which 
was in 1784. Dr. Coke, Richard Whatcoat, and Mr. Vasey, 
arrived in America in this year, and proceeded to New Jersey, 
where they met with Mr. Asbury and others, and announced 
to them their intention to organize the Methodists of this 
oountiy into an independent Episcopal Ohnroh; and it waa 
at once agieed to call a General Conference at Baltimore the 
enaning Christmaa. In conformity with thia amngement, 
December 25th, 1784, SIXTY out of the EIGHTY-THREE 
travelling preachers then in the connection assembled in the 
city of Baltimore, where Br. Coke presided, assisted by Mr. 
Asbury j and the first act of this General Conference was to 
elect Br. Coke and Mr. Asbury, by a unanimona TOte^ Gtena- 
ral Superintendents. Though Mr. Aabaty had been appointed 
i» that office hy Mr. Wesley, he waa too much devoted to tha 
mutual fights of ministers and of repMiean principlesi to 
act any longer in that capacity independently of the suffrages 
of his brethren over whom he must preside. He did so 
williriLdy when there was a necessity for it, but no longer 
than was indicated by the providenoe of God. The validity of 
Mr. Asbury's ordination by Thomas Coke, Doctor of Civil 
LaW| Preribyter of the Church of Sng^d, and Snperintaiir 
dent of iiie Methodist Episcopal Ghtiroh in Africa, as well 
aa> the Methodist fbrm of Ohnrch goyemmenty all of which 
are ridiculed and misrepresented by Elder Graves, will form 
the subject-matter of a future chapter in this work. 

I a^ain resume the consideration of the character and 
labors of Mr. Wesley, than whom no man, since the days of 
the apostles, erer was clothed with such a panoply as that 
with whidi he waa armed. BigcUd CkMmtHc Bn^pHUtf 
however, will no more pardon Mr. Wesley for the wcmndi ha 
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inflicted on their favorite theorj, than the lloman CathoHoa 
will forgive Caiviu and Luther for striking such a death-blow 
at the sale of induIgeDces aod other mummpriea saootioned 
by that oormpt Church. But despite the malvoious filandera 
of such meti as Elder Grayes, the name of John Wesley will 
ever be associated in the minds of the gx)od and great, who 
best kuow his worth, with all the excellences which adorn 
and beautify the human character, when sanctitied by grace, 
as well as those qualiiioatioos which originate from profound 
learning, an acute and penetrating mind, and a heart deeply 
imbued with the graee. of (jlod» and also a life uuweaiiedly 
devoted to the best of all causes. That he was encompassed 
with those infirmities which srif inseparable from humanity, 
his friends and admirers never denied; and this detracts 
nothing from his character, any more than the offensive 
epithets applied to him, and vylgar cfiarr/rs preterred ajjainsi 
him, by the miserable calamiiiator of the Teouessee Bap- 
tist which can never lessen him in the estimation of those 
who impartially estimate worth. 
I 4o' not ask Elder Graves to contemplate the glorious 
• achievements of Methodism, under tho dire<^ion of John 
Wesley, but I call upon the "North Carolina Publishing 
Society of the Baptist Church" to look calmly at its rise and 
proi^rcss ! I ask the niembera of that Society to f;o with me, 
as one of the admirers of Mr. Wesley, to the humble dwell- 
ings of thn nuners of Cornwall, to the homely tents of the 
colliers of Kiogswood and Neweastle, and to the equally 
humble workshops of the mann&cturan of Yoj^shire, in 
England, who are still rejoicing in God their Saviour that a 
Wesley was ever bom into this sin-stricken world, and ask 
them if they believe he lived and died an ujicouverted man? 
Go with me, gentlemen of the " Publishing Society/' among 
the backwoodsmuQ of North America^ and examine them in 
their lonely tenl»^ go among the hoMit settleii on our 
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western frontiers, and amid the intertninable forests of onr 

far-off western wild?*, where umltiplied thousands reside who 

were bron^ht into the fold of Christ through the instruuien- 

tality of We/sIejaB ministers, and ask them if they think 

the founder of their Churdi, under God, was a hypoorite? 

Go with me to tke rich putniM aud luzuriant harreRt-fields 

of your own native Oarolina; enter the neat oottages and 

stately manstons of the jerlorions Old North State, and nnk 

the inielli^eiit aud educated females who are rejoieiii«i in (iud, 

to this very day, in hope of future and eternal life, throuirb 

the instrumentality of the eermons and prayers of Wesleyau 

ministers, if they believe the venerable founder of their 

Ohureh was a ffiicked aduU^rerf Go witli me to the distant 

islands of different seas^ ta the burning aands ef Afrioa« to 

Ceylon, and other pagan conutries, and ask the benitrhted 

conyerts from heathenism, through the instrumentality of 

Wesleyan niitiisters, if they believe the venerable founder of 

the Church of which they are now happy TnemLers was a man 

ol God, or an ambitious candidate for fame ? iilater thc^dwell- 

ings of the rich and fashionable planters of our own " sunny 

8o«th;" ride through and aieund their e^tenstve sugar Md 

oottou phntalioDii^ among the sable Sons aud daughters of 

Afnoa, and witness the blessed fruits of the orthodox teaoh- 

in^8, pious.life, Christian integrity, and triumphant death of 

the jrreat and good Wesley! Meet me, gentlemen, half way 

between Knoxville and Raleigh, our respective places of 

abode, and together let us enter the log-oabins of the virtuous, 

pious, happy peasantry of the "hill-conn try" of Western 

OaroHos, and ask them whether they beHeve the facts set 

forth in Mr. Wesley*s Journal, or the misrepresentations of 

iSIder QravesT Ask any one of them upon a dying-bed, 

whether they desire one of Wesley's sermons read to them, 

ur a chapter from the *' Iron Wheel" you have so graciously 

condesceuded to endorse ! 
8* 
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Whether we tend the religion and ChnTch govemment which 

God has handed down to us through a Wesley, an Asbury, a 
Coke, and others, anion the neat cottages and stately mansions 
of New England, or among the wilds of Alissouri, Arkansas, or 
Texas, the wilderness and solitary places axe made gkd for 
them, and the desert is made to rejoice aod blossom as tihe 
rose I Methodism weatheied ihe storm of perseentioii brought 
upon it by Southey, Smbllet, Toplady, Nightingale, and eyen 
Lord John RusseU, of the British Parliament; and most 
assuredly it is not to bo deinolished west of our Alleghany 
raage of mountains by r. ffravcs, a Tindietive little Baptist 
preacher, of exceedingly doubtful piety, as well as of ques- 
tionable veracity, and without that force of character requisite 
to build up or pull down any sect ! Let Baptist malice, with 
its gfim concomitants, envy and haired, tremble as it plots the 
xain of Methodbm, and seeks to bnild up its pwn peifidions 
and ex<4n8iye system; and, above all, let this bread-and- 
butter patriot of the nincteoutli CLntiiry, J. Ii. Graven, 
rem ember that his day for fasting and humiliation is close at 
hand I 

The Reformation dawned with Luthet in Germany, but the 
snn of its glory rose witii Methodisai ia England : the first 
streaks t>f /VofertawK light were seen on tbe horiaon of the 
quteenth century, bat the meridian snn of the Reformation 

8hon% in all its brightness cn the Wesleys and Whitefieldl 
But the United States, or more properly North America, has 
been the land of its triumph and its crlory; and in America 
Grod has shown the world what Methodism can suffer un- 
harmed, and what Methodism can accomplish. YeS| htft, in 
the glorions nitteteentb oentary, after slander and pezsecnltion 
have done their vilest WQtk, and have tried in vain to crash 
Methodism beneath the ^Inm Wheels" of t&e ehariet tif 
perdition, she is still 'Agoing forth conquering and to con- 
quer," as the right arm of the Lord, when his enemies bow 
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befeve bim, and lh« kiogdoms of tliifl worid Imoobm ilia 

kingdoms of God and of his Christ : 

**0 ! 'tis a flower that oannot fade. 
That no Tude blast can chill: 
It bloflsoms in the sheltered shades 

And on the Ueekeet hill ; 
And every changing form of time 
Moves on, and seea it in its prime!" 

That wbat I have said may not appear aa ''yam boaaCiiig^'' 
I will give the faots and wiqvbmb, aa iliese will deoeiTe no 
one. The aelf-slyled prophet, J, R, Gpoves, has pat on record 

the prediction that Methodism mutt ere long die out. He has 
discovered, in a dream by night, signs of a decreasing mem- 
bership, ominous of death. I am able to show, and to prove, 
that the increase of Method ism, for half a centary past, has 
been steady and onward 1 This can be easily shown) and the 
able editor of Zion's Hkbalp does the work efFeotnally in 
biff issne of the 24ih of October, 18^. He says : 

The following table corers over half a century. We are goveeufid 
in. ear eeleetion «f the stsrting-pehits of our deoades by the dates of 
the national census. Our numbers for each deoade are fof tin jear 
hBBMdiatety following that on whioh eaeh oensns was taken : 

^lereaMpflkdMIUkoditt Episcopal ChtreK, by d«eadt$, from 1791 le 1864. 

In 1791, Memb. M. E. GhOiail* 06,289, An incrtase in 10 ytars of 

" 1801, " « 72,874, 9,606, op IAU per oeat. 

** Mil, " « 184,667, 111,693, or 163V2 « 

« 1821, " « 881,148, 96,679, or 62^ «* 

« 1831, « ** 613,114, 3.51,968, or 82l2 « 

" 1841, " " 869,811, 346,697, or 67l| , 

1861, (North a South,) 1,261,198, 891,388, or , 46V2 ■* 

"UHOVorthaSoatlv) MSMO* UMtt AcMiMSlMM 

The next table shows how the jmt eenHage of onr.lpmasa asiparss 
widi that of the entire population of the eountqr: 

The populatioB inonand fton 

eethodinB <* 

le poptilatbrn ** 

♦•Methodism ** 

The population •* 

Methodinn ** 

The population " 

Methodism " 

Tbe population. <* 

Uttanmnp ** 



« 



1790 to 1800 


85.02 per oe&t 


1791 to 1801 


1«J0 


u 


1800 to 1810 


86y46 


« 


1801 to 1811 


15S.Q0 


m 


1810 to 1820 


88.18 




1811 to 1821 


62.83 


m 


18'J0 to 1830 


88^40 


u 


1821 to 1831 


S3J0 


m 


1830 to 1840 


82.07 


• w 


1831 to 1841 


67.60 


tt 


1840 to 1860 


26J7 


M 


lMltol8fil 
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ThvB it appears tiiat the per eentage of our inoreaae has been deoi- 
dedlj greater tliaa that of uie aggregate population of the country. 

A comparison of our numbers with tho whr»le populfitinn will shew 
a rapidly increasing ratio. Thus, beginning with I/IU, seven years 
after the organization of our Church, we have the following results: 

In 1791 one MetbodUt to about every 621^ of the whole population. 
M 1801 « « 7212 «• « 

u 1811 ** ** sell ** " 

« 1821 ** •* 80 <» ** 

tt if,3i « « 25 MM 

« 1841 M M iQiy u M 

These ratios, which do not include the membe^ of various seceding 
Methodist bodiea» but only the Methodist Ept&copal Church, aAd the 

Methodist Episcopal Church, South, show, that in the sixty years 
previous to 1852, our ratio to the entire population has increased from 
one in gwcty-'two and » Ao^/*, to om in eighteen and a half; or, including 
the TarionB branohes of Methodism not embraced in the above table, 
but numbering over one hundred and tiiirteen thousand communi- 
cants, our ratio has advanced from one in «ixty-two and a half to one 
in seventeen; which exhibits a very gratifying increase on the popa- 
lation ^ the oonntry. 

• 

But Elder GraTM tells t&e vorld^ hoatH^gljfj on page 109 
of bis ''Iron Wheel/' that Mr. Wesley's own people in Geor- 
gia i^ere "thoroughly disgusted with his conduct, and out- 
ra^red by his arrogance and imperial dictation." He iuforms 
the public, in a note to be found on page 108, that a certain 
Judge Warren, of Albany, Georgia, informed Kim that the bill 
of indiotmevt found agpinst Mr. Wesley, at the insts^nce of Mr, 
CauMton^ 'Is still preserved in the Court House at Savannah, 
whers it oan be seen 1" Wonderful preservation this ! And for 
the information of Judge Warren, we oan say that the bill of 
indictment upon which J. R. Graves was convicted and fined 
$7,500 and costs, is still preserved in the Court House at 
Lexington, Henderson county, Tennessee, "where it can be 
seen" likewise! A further record of the fact can be fosftd 
in the office of the Supreme Ck>urt at Jaokson, TennesseOi 
where the deoisbo of the oourt at Lesdngton was ojfirmed; 
and to evade the payment of this fine and these oosts, J. R. 
Graves mortgaged his property u> some Baptist friends at 
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Naiihvillc, wiicre tko record is still preserved, and '' cau be 
seen" What a country ours m for preserving bills of indict- 
ment and records of /raudiUeni mortgages 1 

But £lder Graves tells as that ^< Methodism is onlj eixty^ 
e^ht jean old/' and is therefore too yoang to be a Churoh 
of Christ; while tlie Baptist Ohmeb is an old and Tenenhla 
Churchy as old as the hills, and thersfore i$ ihe Ohnielf of 
Chrisit Let ns compare ihe streDgdi of ihe two denomina- 
tions in Georgia^ wiieje tiic iuunder of' one hi in buck bad 
odor I 

I have procared the published Minutes of tlic late Baptist 
CoDventioii of Georgia, and also the Minutes of the Georgia 
Gonference ef the Methodist Episeopai Choroh, Southy for 
the same year, (1855,) and I presume them both to be correct, 
as they aie the official reports of these grave bodies of men. 
According to these statistics^ the Missionary Baptists, who 
hold their connection with the Convention — and with this 
wing of the numerous Baptist family Elder Graves is asso- 
ciated — these number in Georgia Bp, 130 whites, and 19,510 
colored, after deducting 2000 whites and colored of an asso- 
oiatioa within the bounds of the State of Jfloiida, who are 
^ewise oonneeted with aaid Oony^ntton. These Minutes 
next set forth that there are 11,968 "PrimitiTe Baptists,'' 
whites and colored — commonly called Hard Shells or Iron 
Jackets — a race of men who ''play upon a harp of a thousand 
striiigs, bpirits of just men made perfect Next in order 
these minutes report 8,964 Baptists, white and colored, who 
hold no eonnection with either of the former, but set up '*on 
their own hook." These numbers include all in the State of 
Geoigitf jvrlio liold to Ae txt^wtive mode cf baptism hjf 
tmmenionl 

Now, let us turn to the Minutes of the Georgia Conference,- 

and see what the strencrth of the Methodists is. They set 
down the numbers as follows : — 50,213 whites ; 21,857 ool* 
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ored; 552 local preacllers — ^making in all, whites and colored; 
within the bounds of the Conference, 72^622. Add to this 
6000, the number in sixteen countiea iu Georgia, included in 
the Floskla Oonferenoe, and not reported, ia these Minutes, 
we have the number of 78,622. Thm are ll^OOO Protes- 
lifit Melihedists in Geofgia) wbo may be nsmbeied vith the 
Episoopal MelihodbtBy as tbe 11,968 Hard SbeU| are with the 
Missionary Baptists. Adding, then, this 11,000 to the former, 
We have tlie number of S9,622 Melliudists in Georgia. Uut 
include the 552 locfil preachers and 200 travellinsr preachers, 
who are as legitimately m^hers of the Church as the Baptist 
elergy are, and we have 90,374 Methodists in Georgia I 

Kow, |;entle reader, the oomparatiye numerical strength of 
these ooutendiag denominations in the State of Georgia is as 
> 90,874 to 70,572 ; or, dednet the 70,572 Baptists ixom the 
90,374 Methodists, and the y6ung Ohnrch exhibits a majority 
tf 19,802 over the old Church, aud emphatically the Church, 
to the exclusion of all others 1 I will add that the people of 
Georgia place a different estimate upon the doctrines and 
polity of Methodism from that given in the vile production 
of this man Graves. It will not be contended that the <<lower 
ckunes*' oonstitate the Methodist forces in Georgia. I know, 
of my own knowledge and from actual personal observation, that 
there is as much of wealth, talents, respectahility, and in- 
fluence in the Methodist Churrh in Georgia as any Church 
can boast of, and, if the reader please, a h'tth mdre^ because 
their numbers are greater than those uf any other Church. 

Many more partioolars of Mr. Wesley's life, both of a 
piiblio and private nature, might have been detailed j bnt it 
win be remembered that I amr not writing ont his life, but 
defending oertain of his acts ; and, I hope, in such a manner 
as to enable the intelligent reader, by this time, to form a 
correct opinion of his cliaracter. Let us remember that Fouie 
puticuiar circumfitauces, or a few oocasional acts in a man's 
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life, do not form his character, but the general tenor of hi$ 
conduct ; because this shows Rorae fixed principle that uni- 
formlj operates upon him, which, witk a correspoadeiit prac- 
ticey foms bis oharacter. (I am aware that Elder Gcavea will 
olgeoi to tlus nile^ toanse, in his caiai ii would tfpel kim 
fiom any toIeraUy eiyilized OhniolL in Ameiiea 1) Jjttd when 
a loog, virt»oafl> and ngefol lift is oivwnod witli ax xnb ioit- 
able to it^ as was the ease with Jobn Wesley^ death pixts a 
stamp upon his virtues, which shows us tliey were not spur ions ♦ 
coin, but genuine. If the candid rcndtr will judge of Mr. 
Wesley by this rule, be will agree with me that, wbateTer 
failings as a man be may bare bad, he possessed a degree of 
esoellencey and acted it out, to wbiob few men ba^e attained 
in tbis Ufe. 

Bnt, to oom)>lete tlie pictnre wbiob I bare intended to 

draw, it is necessary, now, only to contemplate him as he de- 
livered up his commission into the hands of his great ^Master. 
Passing over a variety of thrilling incidents, I give the copy 
of a Letter he addressed to the Lord Bjosbop of London^ some 
of whose clergy bad forbid Mr. Wesley's preaobers oeonpying 
tbeir polpits 

Mt Lobd, — I am a dyinf^ man* b&Tuig already cme foot in tiba grave. 

TTmnnn]}' spenkini2;. T cannot long creep upon the earth, boing now 
nearer ninetj than eighty years of ajro. But T cannot die in peace 
before I have discharged t)iia office of Christiun love to jour Lord- 
abip. I write witlioat oevwnoiiy, aa neilhar boping nor fearing any 
thing from year LordiUp, er from any man liying. And I ask, in ^ 
the name and in the presence of Him to whom both yon and I are 
shortly to srive «n account, why do you trouble those that are quiet 
in the land?— those that fear God and work righteonsness ? Does 
your Lorddiil) know what the Methodists are ? that many thonsanda 
of tbem are zealous members of the Church of England ? nn 1 ^trnngly 
attaAh«d, not only to iiis Majesty, but to his present ministry ? Why 
should your Lordship, setting religion out of the question, throw 
awaj PMh a body of raapeetable fHendar Is it far their taHgiona 
Bentimentflt Alas, my Lord, is this a time to persecute any man for 
conscience' saVe ? I beseech you, my Lord, do as you would be done 
to. Yon are a man of sense, you are a man of learning ; nay, X verily 
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bdiave (wluit of mfiiiitely mOTo Ti^ue) you am s jbaii of piety, 
r Then think, and let think. I pray God to bleovyon with the choicest 

of his bleedngs. — am, my lK»rd, etc., Jq^s Wxslbt. 

Afu I this, Br. Whiteiiead, on page 540 of his life of 
Wesley, makes these remarks * 

Mr. Wesley began now to feel the infirmities of age increase ffurt 
upon him, though he eontinued his usual labors wiutonfroomplaint. 

13ut in January, 1700, he obserres, am now an oi l man, decayed 
frnni }ipnd to foot. My eyes are dim: uny riL^ht hand shakes much: 
my moutii is hot and dry every moruiug : i have a lingering fever al- 
most every <ay ; and my motion Is weak jmd slow. However, blessed 
be God, I do not slack my labor. I can preach amd write still." And 
on June 28, bis birthday, he further observes, *' This day I enter into 
my eighty-eighth year. For above eighty-six ye^rs, I found none of 
l^e inlrmitiM of old age : my eyes <fia not wax dim, nel£ber was my 
natural strength abat^. But last August, I lonnd almost a sodden 
change: my eyes were so dim that no glasses would help me; my 
strength likewise quite forsook me, and probably will not return in 
this world. But I feel no |)ain from head to foot, only it seems nature 
is ezhansted, «nd, hnmanly peaking, .will sink more and more, till 

"'nie wkig» of llfcitenAsfeilatlMt*** 

Aftet this he began to sink — ^was oonfined to his own room 

aud bis bed ; uad I will let Dr. WHITEHEAD finish the melan- 
choly narrative, which terminateei, however, in the triampbant 
Christian .death of John W£SL£y \— 

He asked what the words were from which he had preached a little 
before at Hampstead. Being told they were these: *^For ye 
know the graee of our IiOrd Jesas Christ, that though he was rich, 
yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might 
be rich," he replied, That is the foundation, the only foundation, 
and there is no other." — This day I desired he might be asked' if he 
would hare any other physician called iAUo attend him; bnt this he 
nh-olntoly refused. It is remarkable that he suffered so little pain, 
never complaining of any during his illness, but once of a pain in his 
breast. This was a restless night. Tuesday morning, be sang two 
Tenses of a hymn: then lyln|| still, as if to recorer strength, be eaUed 
tvst pw and ink ; but when it was brought be could not write* A 
person said, " Let me "ifrrite for you, sir : tell me what you would say.'* 
He replied, "Nothing, but that God i^ with us." In the forenoon he 
said, will get np.'* While ^ey were preparing lus clolhes, be 
broke oat» in a manner that astonished aU wfio*were about liim, in 
abiging. 
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I'll prawe uiy Muker while I've breath. 
And when niy voictj is lo?t in death 

Praiae shall omploy m; nobler powers: 
My days of praise shall ne'er 1)6 past 
While life, and thought, and tMiii( laity 

Or inunortallty endurefll 

Having got hitn iuto his chair, they observeil him change for doath 
But he, regardless of his dying body, said irith a weak voice, ''Lord, 
thou girest strength to those who c^n speak, aud to those who caunot. 
Bpetk, Lord, to aU our liMTts, «nd let tliem knoir that thou loosest 
tongniea.'' He then sang, 

To r Ll!i r. ? n, and Holy Ohot^ 

■\Viiu swe-ftly all agree — 

Hcrp his voice failed. After gaspinp* Tmi- ln onth, he sai^l. " y iw ttc 
have done all." He was then laid on the bed, from whence he rose 
no more. After resting a little, he called to those who were with him 
•«ti> praj and imdse." *Soon after he said, Lei me be buried jn 
nothing but what is woollen, and let my corp.se be carried in my 
coffin into the chapel." And again called upon tiMjm to "pray 
and praise;" and taking each by the hand, and aflfectionately 
saluting them, bade them finrewetL Attempting afterwavds to enj 
something which they cotdd not understand, he paused a little, nnd 
then, with all the remaining strength he had, said, "The best of all 
is, God is with us.'' And again, lifting his'hand, he repeated the 
same words m a holy triumph, The best of all is, God is with us." 
Something being given Urn to moisten hie lips, he said, ** It will not 
do: we must take the consoqncTice. Never mind the poor cnrcasp." 
Being told that his brother .^ widow was come, he smid, " He p-iveth 
his servants rest;" thanked her as she pressed his hand, and aSeC' 
lionately endeaTored to Ides her. ffis lips being again wet, he re- 
peated his usual grace after a meal: '*We thank ^ee^.T) Lord, for 
these and all thy mercies : bless the Church and King, grant us truth 
and peace, through Jesus Christ eur Lord." Aijter some pause, he 
said, " The eloads drop fatness. The Lord is with tis: the Ood of 
Jaeeb is our refuge." He again called them to prayer, and appeared 
fervently to joiTi in their pftitious. 

Most of the following night he often attempted to repeat the psalm 
before mentioned, but could only set out, "1*11 praise! I'll praise!" 
On Wednesday moming his Mid drew near. Blr. Bradford, his old 
and faithful friend, who, with the affection of a son, had attended him 
for many years, now prayed with him; and the last word he was 
heard to articuhite was, " Farewell!" A few minutes before ten, on 
the second day of March, whUe a nnmbw of friends were kneeling 
around his bed, died Mr. John "Wesley, without a groaa. He was in 
the eighty-eighth year of liis age, had been sixty-five years in the 
miniktry ; and the preceding pages will be a lasting memorial of his 
uncommon zeal, diligence, and usefnlness in his Master's work for 
more than half a century. His death waa aa admigaMe close of so 
laborioui and usef i4 a life* ^ 
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March the &th was the cbj appointed for hi£ intermoit. The 
preachers then in London, to mj utter aetonidunent, insisted that I 
fibonld delirer the fnaenl diacoarse ; and the exeeaton afterwards 
a}/proved of the appointment. Th-^ intention was to carry the corpse 
into the chapeL, and r lacf* it in a raised sitoation before the pnlrit 
during the ^rvice. Bui the crowds wliieh came to Bee the bodj waiie 
it laj in the eofliii, hoth in tibe inivete honee, end eepedallj in the 
chapel the day before the ftineral, were so great that hia friends were 
apprehensive of a tnmtilt if they should proceed on the plan fir«t in- 
tended. It was ther^ore Kesolved, the cTening before, to bury him 
betwem ftTe end six in the monung. ^hon^ the thne ef notice to 
hia friends was short, sad the design ilseif ms spoksn of with great 
caution, yet a considerable number of persons attended at that eeiiy 
hoi^r. The late P^ev. Mr. Richardson, who now lies with him in the 
asLm.it vault, read die luiieral Berrice, m a manner that made it pecu- 
Uarl J affitoting. The diaeooiM^ whieh was afterwards piintsd, was 
delivered in the chapel, at the hour appointed in the forenoon, to an 
astoninhing multitude of people, among whom were many ministers 
of the gospel, both of the Eiitablisbment and the DiBsentere. The 
andiente was still and solemn as night; and aU seemed to esiry away 
with them enlarged \lev, fi of Mr. Wesley's character, and serious im- 
pte^siona < t!:^ i-rrortance of religion and the utility of Methodism. 

The death of Mr. Wesley atteacted the public notice Ji^^Rd any 
former example, perhaps, of a dergyman, howeier lygntiUi^ It 
being generally known that he died as he had lived, end effneed in 
death the uprightness and integrity of his life, the impression on the 
public mind in favor of his character and of Methodism was almost 
uoiver&al ; so that some persons said Mr. Wesley ytM. dp more good 
by his death than he did in his whole life. Thh^ h€ireTA| v oerabgii 
tliat a door of usefulness was now opened to the MeliisfipyffOMbeni 
unknown nt any former period. 

The following inscription, though in my judgment not worthy of 
Mr. Wesley, has shiee his faiterment been pnt on hie tomb:— 

To the Memory of 
Tub Vji^KaADLs John Wbslet, A. M., 
' into FsUow of LEHooKir CoQege» Oz»oii»» 

' This GuiAT LiaHT arose 
(By tin singular Proridenee of Qed) 
To enliphtfn these Nations, 
And to revive, enforce, and defend 
' The Pure, Apostolical Dooiy iy BS an d Feactigbs ef 
Tn PRIHITIVB OHUBCH: 
WhidLhe oonthlned fo do, by his Wnmras tad his 
^ Labors, 

For more than Half a. Cxxtuet: • 
And; to his ine yr e sriMe Joj, 
JVhl wUy beheld their tmamim m 
Apd their SmoAOT fitnissed^ 
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In the hearts and Lives of Many Tuousahds, 
M wdl i» the WisTiBJf Wobkd, avin theee 

Kingdoms : 

But also, far nbore all human Power or Expectation, 
Iiife^ t<o 8«e i'iu>vi8iON made, the aingnlar Grace 

of Go]>, 

For thdr Continuaxox and EsTABUSHsniNT, 

To THR Joy of TTTFRE QEJ^ERATTOXf* ! 

EKADJiB, it' thou art oonstraiaed to bless the InstaumsuTi 
* OiVB Gob trs Oloet I 

A/ter having languished a fmo days, Me at length finished 
Mm Coubbb and Aw Lira togaher: gMonil^ 
triumphing over Death, March 2, An, 
Pom, 1791, in thf eighty^Mk Ytar 
q/ his Agim 

« 

The foUowingis the inseriptioo m themarbk tablet erected 

to his memory in the chapel where he labored so long so 
F.uccessfullj^ City. Eoad; London:-* 

%uitii to tilt ^motj 
Of the Rcy. JOHN WESLEY, >f. A., 

80lt£XIM£ FklLOW op LlXCOLN COLLBOE, OxFORD: 

A Man in Learning and sincere Pietj 
Scarcely inferior to any : 
In ZmI^ MiliiBterial Labon, and extensire Ui^UiieH^ 

Superior, perhaps, to all Men, 
Since the dajg of tiT. Paul. 

iL^gardless of Fatignc, pc^r^onal Danger, m<\ Bisgreoc^ 
He went out into the highways and hedges, 
OaliinK Sinners to Repentance, 
. . AndPiibakliiBgtlieGeemof PoMi. 

He was the Founder of the Methodist Sooioiiai, 
And the chief Promoter and Patron 

Of the Plan of Itinerant Prcachinp:, 
Which he. extended through Great Britain and IrilaITF^ ' 
The W^ST Indibs, and Ameiuca, 
With tmexfonplod Suooosb. 

He wad bom the 17th of Jane, 1708 ; 
And died tlie 2d of March, 1791, 

In sure and certain hope of Eternal Llfo, 
Through the Atonement and Mediation of a Crucihed SaTiour. 

•He was sixty five Years in the Ministry^ 
' , Anct fifty-two an itinerant Preacher: 
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H6 liyed to p^o, in these Kingdoms onlj, 
About three hundred Itinerant, 
And one thousand Iioesl Preachen, 
Raised tip from the midst of his own People ; 
And eighty thousand Persons in the SecietieB under his isare. 

His Name will be ever had in grateftd Remembrsnoe 
By aU who rejoice in the uniyersal Spread ^ 
Of the Gospel of Christ. 

Soli Deo Gloria. 
j^Glor;^ to God alone.] 

INSCKIPTION ON HIS COFFIN:— 

JOHANNES WESLEY, A. M., 
OuH Soc. Coll. Lin. Oxom. 

Ob. 2 do. die Martii, 1791/ 
Ad. Mi» 

It would be superflnous, io closing this account of a man 
at once so extraordinary and so fjreat, to attempt any further 
deiiueation of his character, jsiuco this has been done so ably 
by Messrs. Whitehead, Moore, and Watson, that nothing can 
easily be added with good effect, i have enlarged to the er- 
tent herein found, becanse this work will Ml into many hands, 
and be read by many peieons, who otherwiae might fkeyer eee 
the facts, and still be annoyed by quotations from the vOe, 
not to say infamous and slanderous production of J. R. 
Graves! The injustice dune to Mr. Wesley's memory by 
the work I am replyinsr to, is calculated -to prepossess mauy a 
youthful mind with strong and early prejudices against one 
of the most devoted and the most honored ambassadors of 
Christ that have erer graced any age or nation since the daya 
^ »of the holy apostles. The influence d such ^r^ndices can 
onlj he met by a cheap work of this kind, extensiToIy cir^ 
cnlated, as I have feason to belieTC ihifl will be. iforeorer, 

^ 1 ^ « - 

* John Wesley, Haster of Arts, fomerly Fellow of Linetla College^ 
, Ozford, died on the seeond day of Maidh, 1791« in the eighty-eighth 
year of his age." « 
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in order to counteract the influence of such prejudices, even 
atrainst the Christian denomination of which that pniiuent 
man was, under God, the founder, it has been of the utmost 
hnportanoe that I ehould show iffho J, E, Graves is, and to 
what degiee of cvedit his fmerUom m entitled. Tliie ie aft 
once my apology and jniiiiiolition for the Beemtng <etwr% and 
manifeBt perwntiliHe$ I nae. 

The following description of Mr. Wesley's person, whioh is 
takeft i'lom his life by Dr. Whitehead, will be full of interest 
to most readers of the preceding padres ; and certainly will be 
more agreeable to those who are members of the great reli- 
giouB family of whioh he was^ under God> the father: — 

The &gui*e of Mr. Wesley was resmrkable. liis stature was low: 
Jiis habit of body, in every period of life, the reverae of oorpalenti 
and expressire of strict temperance and continual exercise and luti- 
witlv-'tnndmn; his small size, hi« step was firm, and his appearance, 
till within a lew years of his death, vigorous and niusculf^r. His 
face, for an old man, was one of the huebt we have seen. A clear, 
smooth forehead, an a^iailine nose, an eye the brightest and aiost 
piercing that can be conceived, and a freshness of complexion scarcely 
«ver to be found at his years, and impressive of the most perfect 
kealth, ooBspired to render him a venerable and intereatting figure. 
* Few hare seen him without being stroelt with his appeannce; and 
many, i^o bad been greatly pngndieed against Mm, have been known 
to change their opinion the moment they were introdaccd into his 
presence. In his countenance and demeanor, there was cheerfulness 
mingled with gravity ; a spri^tliness, which was the natural resnlt 
of an unosnal flow of spirits* and yet was aeeompanied with every 
mark of the mnst ^nrpne tranquillity. His aspect, particularly in 
profile, had a strong eluiracter of astuteness and penetration. 

In dress, he was a pattern of neatness and simplicity. A narrow 
plsited stock, a ooat with a small upright collar, no bnekles at his 
knees, no silk or velvet in any part of his apparel, and a head as 
white aa snow, gave an idea of sometliing primitive and apostolic : 
while an air of neatness and cleanliness was diffused over his whole 
person. 

Bat o&e eoneliinYe erideoee of the gmiaeee and good*. 
nesB of the deeeaaed Wesley is, that, though dead and gone to 
hie reward in heaven, he is still the object of the meet ma- 

li^nant, wicked; and ungentlemanly abu^^e from seotariaQ 
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bigots of all Cliiurelics, and especially the pig-pm oraion and 
whisky-shop mints of the Baptist denomination! Go on, ye 
insifrnificant revilcrs ! spit your venom at his fair lame, spew 
your slime upon the escutcheon of his character, empty your 
polluted stomachs of all the pent-up spleen that is in you, for 
you cannot haffn tha illnstriona dead. An enlightened pnblio 
know bis histoiyj bk prinoiplea; bit al»Ii1yi and bla nnez> 
ampled naefohiefla^ and the tongaes ani pens of dander can- 
not detract from either I 
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CHAPTSB IV. 

Oi^oflitioii to Mothodian McfliodlBiiL *<ca Moiduity and of ImaAa 

iiiveiitioii" — Methodism not the work of design, bat of ^ovidenoe 
— Mr. Wesley the author of Epi«copacv — Ordination of Dr. Coke— 
Deacons, elders, and bishops, considered as orders in the ministry 
«*-ToUimoii7of01uk«^ Watson, Emory, Stillingfleet, and Dr. Miller, 
in Mferanoe to EpuoopMy-^The Baptist the onlj (Siitreh of Chriil 
oiioarthi 

The gross misstatemeiits of Lord Joha KuBselly both in tlie 
Britith Parlifoueiit and throvgli tho prow, tnd of oilier 
Mgning politieiaDfl and wieked meo, ahow tbat Meihodte 
has a prominent object of attack by the enemies of 

Christianity, as well in Europe as in America. Sectarian 
bigotry, too, and ambitious and corrupt clergymen, have never 
ceased their warfare aeainst MethodiHm, as may be seen by a 
reference to the coarse and bitter attacks of such men as 
«/. M. Graves. In America, as also in Europe, her doctrines 
weie fint aasailedy and thcDrlier polity. But on both oonti- 
nentS; and in each oasei Bbe has maintained her gnmnd; and • 
the stnig^e faae both added to her a^nglh and inereaaed her 

glory. 

That objections and anathemas should be gravely thrown 
out against the ecclesiastical economy of Methodism; by Epis- 
copalians and Presbyterians, and other sects having themselves 
/brms of Church government, might reaaonably enough be 
ezpeoted; bnt for Baptiata, whoae goTenunent Ja <<withoat 
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form and void/' as was our «ttrdi iMfore the Cieator restored 
it to older, to be lecturing against the goYemment of the 

JMethodist Church, is certainly ridiculous ! ' 

The loud and often-reiterated clamor of heresy in doetriaee, 
had scarcely died upon the ear of Methodism, until she was 
ahle to discover, from pretty clear and aneqiUTOoal indications, 
that it had only yielded to a different mode of attaok ; and 
that» while oppositbn was thus changtqg its chaiseiery it was 
abating nothing, either of its rancor or its activitj. As 
Methodists, we can boast, ^th the Reformers of the sixteenth 
century, that the popular voice is with us in doctrines; and 
a knowledge of this fact on the part of other denominations 
has forced them to take our doctrines kindly by the hand, 
and bid them Godspeed ! No sooner did this suspension of 
hostilities against o«r doUnnei take place, than an open attack 
upon our CftttrcA government was bronght aboat. 

I am within boondsi I think| when I affirm, as I now do, 
thtit SOO ont of the 570 pages of IHder Graves's bo<dr, are 
abuse and misrepresentation of the govprnmcnt of the ^^Icthod- 
ist Episcopal Church ; and as much of this is a repetition of 
the same slang, gome original, some from other authors, both 
with and without credit, I need only take up the main points, 
and in answering these, I answer the whole work. 

On page 66, Elder Graves charges— Methodism is an 
accident — ^Mr. Wesley was opposed to Episcopacy — did not 
belieye in three orders — ^the system of Methodism is pnrely 
of human invention." 

And on page 73, in continuing the subject, he says : "We 
understand by Episcopacy, three SEPARATE AND DISTINCT 
osDEES IN TH£ MINI8T&Y, and that of Bishops as the third 

OBDXR, POBSESSINQ A DIVINE RIGHT TO OVEREULB ALL." ' 

1. The evidence is before the world, that the distingnished 
founder of Metbodism was fully qualified for and regularly 
called to lus work — a work which has proved to be eminently 
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Oie of CM^ wd irlieUiar by ^'aodideif' or Mgn^ 
wlten not. 

t. The measures and ttieans adopted by Mr. Wesley fcr 
carrying on this work were sanctioned of God, for the spirit- 
ual good of mankind, to an extent that no other man's labors 
luve been since the days of the spostles. But Mr. Wesley 
was led inta this work wttlumt any pre^ously digested plan 
«l ha owii| Md wi«itiBdii0tad.forwi|id| noi by ''looid^t/' 
t»«t bytlio udiMtioai «f IHiimtfirtii vidmee md groM* 

IL Mr. Woiky wm so hx Ironi Mttuig M in liio otmr^ to 
charged by this man Graves, with a view of putting himself 
at the head of a &ecty that his sole objeot was to do good— to 
revive primitive Christknity in the P^stablishcd Church, of 
whio^ he was a mioister, in conformity to the letter luui spirit 
of its own articles of fiuth and fon|ptilari«i of diTOtaony whiek 
bad been ibanofiiUy dflfofted ftom aad aog^oetod lior yepm. 
And fx tlui wofk be ww teoely oppoood, and bitteriy pefw- 
onted; by the oompti dissipated, and oamtl olorgy of Ua aam 
Established Church, as well as by the Dissenters and papists, 
who were still moru corrupt, aod with whose ho^e code of 
morals Mr. Wesley's teachings were at war, ai? they still are 
Vth the manner of life led by J. R. Gravea i Here * oiiaia 
aieta in Mr. Wesley's affairs, which forced him either to act 
oootmy to tbo taaobtn^ of God'a word and Spirit^ and ntts- 
qoiab bio good4>egiim work, ot to booono tbo leador of n now 
and a i^imircT oaop. Ho oheao Ibe ktteiv as I ibink, 
wisely; for which bad men and designing hypocrites will long 
continue to abuJ5e him, and for which good men and true will 
as long admire him in this life, and multiplied thousands will 
bless God foi* it in etornity! Well may I exoUiini in the 
deUghtfotty pootio kagnago «f Gharlaa Woaky— * 

When he first the work begtm, 

Small and feeble ^n*' hS^ dayj 
Now the word doth swiftly run. 
Now it wins its wid'ning ^ay. 

4 



Digiiizixi by Coogle 



T4 m €UttAar mem maasL oamikwd^ 

4ulSmiiM H«ihodina, tlMgb ''an aeeidenV' indebM for 
aayptit of ihk 0ao«QW to.anj nnwortlij con^nmike vttli 
dtiiOT tie ^Attleiy the etniBf dt tfe» Tioes -^f the age. ]ii a 

steady, firm, and nBoorapromukig opposition to them all, and in 
zealous and persevering eiForts for. the recoyery of those who 
haye been unhappily lured into their destructive paths, she 
, jrieids to no other Chm^eh in Europe or Ameriea. She has 
interpoted her inatmotions, Ipr exhortatioBs, her prayer» and 
her tean, between ilie imploiiB cffiBn^en of €K)d'ff laws, and 
like dxeadfbl cataatropb^tintb whktk theif were thxeeieiied ; 
and witlboai regarcl toumnk, elianetKr, wealtli, w iAnmm- 
fttanoes, she has pursued the vicious into all their retreats. 
Into the most degraded abode.s of human wratohedness aiie 
has found her way, aud has been made the honored iostru- 
ment of difEusing, wi^ distinguished and unequalled eoccefls,^ 
ihe blessings of the gospel of. peace ; to which himiBngs, in all 
fffobability^ they wevld faaye* mudned eetiie etni^eiSi Imt 
fertile aiiatattee of '^sn-eoeideot * 

5. Fmnk among tie ninen and eoUien of Europe, and Hht 
•poor of Alienca, and the poor everywhere, for whose sonii 
none seemed to care, she has succeeded in rescuing thousaoda 
horn the doroiniou of destructive habits, and from the very 
ooafiaes of a dreadful ruin ; and if to be the inatnunent of 
oonvatCaiig mnititades fnm the error of their ways, and of 
teniag l^sm from <Satan- to God» be desifable md pniaft* 
wortl^y in thia honor e Chniehy ibo ereatwe of aa aeoident,'' 
has participated moie laiigely than ^ny other in the land. 
Cndeed, some of her hrigfateat ornaments are tiiose who, 
through her instrumentality, liave been rescued from igno- 
rance, obscurity, and vice. And there are^ at this day, thou- 
sands in the communion of the fiaptisl Church who arc 
indebted, under Ood, to the influence of Metdiodisnii not only 
lor their awahening and oonTerrion, but for tiie owential im- 
pimmtti of thiir inerab; thengh the ^^aeeidmif* dimmer- 
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m)»ii^ •• intfodaeed into the Uaitfld Stetw hyMiUk^mUi- 
mof^ in Hkode Iduidy indnoed them to go in flaareb of a 
more ozeellent wa/' — #e ronie by water I Thid ends my 

*'<;hapter of accidents/' at least for the present. 

I shall DOW proceed to speak of the ^roi'tdcntial oi iyia of 
all the peeuliar iostitutions of Methodism, and indeed of hor 
whole ecclesiastical superstructure. Boldly as the opposite ^ 
hafr been asserted| and often m tbat assertion hat been /eite* 
mted, I heaitato not to say that the Ohnvoh does not exist, in 
the institntions and goveniment i€ vhieh there ia to be fond 
Im9 of human contnwmee and itfrld^i/ policy ^ than in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. It is so far from being true 
that we Q^Q indebted to any previous calculation and umnage- 
ment d Mr. Wesley, such as Mr. Graves styles ^' human 
. invention/' for onr excellent and scriptural institutions, that 
ho never for one moment contemplated the organisation of a 
■l^mte Ghnroh, or ^ven the formation of $ocieHe8, as shoM 
in the opening of this chapter. Mr. Weslej aet out inflneneed 
by the single and engrossing purpose of domg good. And so 
ardent was Lis zeal, that neither a parish nor a realm could 
set limits to it : the WORLD was his field of labor. i\jid 
while he was steadily pursuing his toilsome way, a providence^ 
evidently tO; himself as extraordinary as unlocked for, gave 
birth, in regular succession, to that variety of most exoelient 
mstitntions by whioh Methodism has been always so greatly 
distinguished: to the organisation of sooiotieSi lay preaohersi 
a regular tdnerancy, class-meetings, band-meetings, loTO- 
• feasts, watch-nights, etc.; until he, no less than others, was 
astonished to belioM a system unfulding itself, which, for cor- 
rectness of symmetry and beauty of proportion, was unequalled 
by any thing that had preceded it. Nor was it, as already 
statedi the result of previous theoretical speonlatiooS) or of 
oonyeisational deUberations. Eaoh arrangement grew npmnt 
of iM%t€MdtkM of the tmf ud wai adqited firooi n prao- 
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Heal dedaoBBMioii of its utUitj; and the propidenee hj wkith 
many of them were introduced, had even the prejudices of 
Mr. Wesley himself to overcome in their establishment. Even 
our '^Episcopacy" had the weighty argument of necessity to 
recommead it, and was adopted aa the best alternative — the 
wiaest expedient-*-that in aa ugent and important eaaa oould 
be tfionght of. New did M r. Weslej claim anj other merit in 
relation, to any of the inatituttDna of Methodism, than that 
of rightly interpreting the indications, and embracing and 
following up the openingSj of the special providence by which 
the whole business was evidently superintended. 

Not a great many years after the separate organization in 
America took, place, a third branch of the same &milj was 
organised in Canada. The local circnmstanoes of ibe three 
bxuiches of the Wesleyan |amily rendered it neoessaiy tof 
each to control its own concerns, for th^nrtfaerance of the 
general work ; but this never implied any difference in matters 
of faith and dot trioe — only in goveriimeoL aud internal regu- 
lations. When the American Episcopal organization took 
place, in 1784, Mr. Weslej endorsed it, and said of the 
societies » '^They are noiTat foH Hber^ simply to follow the 
Seriptnies and the primitiTe Ohuroh; and we judge it best 
that they shonl^ stand ftst in the liberty wherewith God has 
80 strangely set them free."* 

The intelligent reader will perceive that it is not at all 
necessary for me to examine the whole of the regu hit ions 
which Mr. Wesley framed and recommended to the Methodist 
sode^es in America, but to notice the prominent feature 
assailed by this man GraTCS, to wit, the e^^ite&pai office. It 
is, in effect, stontly denied by Grayes that Mr. Wesley ever 
established that office in the Methodist Church in America; 
and he assertSj in so many words, that our episcopal form of 

* London edition of Moore's Life of Weiley, vol. ii. p. 827. 
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goyenunent is a surreptitious tddition lo the rules and lega- 
latioiuB of Mr. Wesley. The facts oonoeoied with what ia 
called- Methodist JSj^UayxK^ I will . set forth in the words of 
English Wesle^ran wiiters themselyes, whose 'testimony no 

sane man will call in question. The Rev. Mr. Drew, editor 
of the Imperial Magazine, states the wliole case thus : 

Mr. Wesley was now far advanced in years, and having made provi- 
sion for the govomment of the tjocieties in England after his deceaae, 
he thenght th!a a pcoTidflntial call for aomething of a similar natare 
to be done tot Ameiioa. Having therefore weighed with much deli* 
beration the rarious circnmstancea in which his transatlantic followers 
were placed, he was perfectly satisied that the form of goTerument 
which he had provided for Bni^aBd was by no means lulapted for' 
America. And^ finally, it was obvious to him that no form of govern* 
ment could be nccpptable unless it included a satisfactory authority, 
vested in the preachers, to administer baptism and the Lord's supper. 
And nothing of this kind could posi«ibly be permanent unless some 
fMefml tupermlmdaU ahonld be i^pokiiedt in the first instaiioe fraai 
lience to transmit that authorily to posl«rit7t hy what name soew 
ho might be distinguished. 

To acoompUsh these Biurposes, after revolving all the po8a.ble forms 
of Chnroh gofernment m Ma mind, be ooald find none so well adapted • 
to the exigencies of their condition as tiiat which is episcopal. On 
this, therefore, he finally fixcc] his ey«; and proceeded to take mea- 
BurtB for executing his resolution. This rraoluticm was, however, not 
the resnli of a momentary impulse. More than a year had elapsed 
since be had begun to revolve it in bis mind; during which time he 
had comrmmicated his thoughte to scvcrn! ppr^oi^F. But how formi- 
dable soever the obiections were which any one could raise, he found 
none equal in maguitude to the evil that his plan was designed to 
remedy; and he conld leam from none a better finm tban that wbidi ^ 
he was about to adopt 

The zeal, the activity, and the piety which Dr. Coke had for several 
years maiiifested, both in England and Ireland, in coig unction with 
his bdnc a regnlarly ardadned minister of the Chnroh of England, all 
combing to point mm out to Mr. Wesley as tiie most suital^ person 
in the connection to eno^^c in this nrduous work, nnd to assume that 
character with which he was about to invest him. Accordingly, in 
flie month of February, 1784, he called Dr. Coke into his private 
ebamber, sod, alter some preparatory obserratloas, inteodvMd the 
important subject to him in nearly the following mnnner: 

♦•That as the revolution in America had separated the United States 
from the mother country for ever, and the Episcopal Establishment 
was utterly aboliabed, tim aoeieties bad bean represented to bim as in 
a most^plorable condition. That an appeal had also been made to 
bim. through Hb. Asbwryt in whiab be waa requested to psovide for 
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thera some mo le of Church government miited to their exigencies; 
and th&ty havmg long and seriously revolved the subject in his 
thoughts, he tDtended to adopt flie plan which he watf now about to 
unfold. That as he had invariably endeavored, in every .«tep he had 
taken, to keep as closely to the Bible as possible, so on the present 
occasion he hoped he was not about to deviate from it. That, keep> 
ing hie eye upoa the oondnet of the primitiTe CTwnrches in the ages 
of unadulterated Christianity, he had much admired the mode of 
ordaining bishops which the Church of Aloxnndria had practiced. 
That, to preserve its poritr, that Church would never suffer the 
interfeirence of a foreign biuop in bbj of their ordinatioiw; 4mt that 
the preabfters of that venerable apoatoUe Chnreh, on the death of a 
bidiop, aRtfrcised the ripht nf orflainintr anotlier from their own body, 
hy the laying on of their own hands; and that this practice continued 
aiaong them fur two hundred years, till the days of Dionysius. And, 
inally, that beiag himaelf a preebjter, he wished Dr. Ooke to aeeept 
ordination from his hands, and to proceed in that Qharactor to the 
continent of Xmerica, to superiatend the aocieties in the United 
States." 

Dr. Oohe ma at.flTst alartled at a meaanre ao nnpTeeedenteil in 

modem days; and he expressed some doubts as to the validity of Mr. 
Wesley's authority to constitute so important an appointment. But 
* the arguments of Lord Kiue, which had proselyted Mr. Wesley, were 
noemmended to his atteatton; and time wai allowed him to delibe- 

lata on the result. Two months, however, had Sicarcely elapsed, before 
he wrote to Mr. Wesley, informing him that objections vrere 
silenced, and that he was ready to cooperate with him in any way 
that waa calculated to promote the glory of God and the good of 
aonls. 

At t>je crif^nint!; Conforf»nce, wliioh Trn<f hold in Leed", ^fr. 
Wesley stated hiH intention to the preachers present; and from that 
period he considered tha^ appointment as actually made, although the 
ratilieatioii did not take fteee until a liMrdaya afterward. Atthia 
Conference Mr. Whatcpat and Mr. Vasey offered their services to 
accompany Dr. Coke in the character of missionaries; and being 
accepted, they became his companions in his first voyage to America. 

When tiia Conftrenee in Leeda in 1784 ended, Mr. Wesley repaired 
to Bristol, and Dr. Coke to London, to make arrangements for his 
departure. He had not, however, been long in London before be 
received a letter firom Mr. Weeley, requesting him to repair immedi- 
ately to Bristol, to reeeiw filler powera; and to bring with him the 
BoT. Mr. Creighton, a- regularly ordained minister, who had long 
officiated in Mr. Wesley's chapels in London, and assiRted him in 
Tarious branches of his ministerial duties. "Tho Doctor and Mr. 
Creighton accordingly met him in Bristol, when, with their assistance, 
he ordained Mr. Richard Whatooat and Mr. Thomaa Yaa^ presbytera 
for America: nnd, he:ncr peculiarly attached to pvory rite of the Church 
(>f Ku^lfinH, (ii 1 afterward ordiun. Dr. Coke si superintendent, giving 
iiim ietw* of ordmation uojier his hand and seal.'' Of these letters 
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of ordination the folkwing is a faithful copy, carefuUj tr&naciibed 
from the original in Mr. Wesley's own handwriting, preeerred among 
the papers ef tte late Dr. Coke: 

'*To all to whom these pres^ents shall comf. John Wesley, late 
Fellow of Lincoln College in Oxford, Preal^ter of the Qhurel^ of 
England, eendeth greeting. 

"Wliereas, many^f the people in the floathern proTinees ef North 
America, who desire to continue under my care, and still adhere to 
the (loctrine and discipline of the Church of England, are greatly 
distressed for want of ministers to administer the sacraments of 
baptism and the X«ord'8 supper, acoording to thci nsage (t the laano 
Church ; and whereas, there does not appear to be any other waj of 
supplying them with ministers— 

''Know all men that T, John Wedey, think myself to be proyiden- 
tially called at ihi^ time to Bet apart some persons for the work of ^ 
ministry In Ameriea. And thoroforo, under the protection of Almighty . 
God, and with a single eye to his glory, I have this day ert apart as a 
Superintendent, by the imposition of nay hands and prayer, (being 
assisted by other ordained ministers,) Thomas Coke, Doctor of Cinl 
Xiaw, a Freehytor of the Ohnreh of Snglond, and a man whom I 
lodge to be well qualified for that great work. And I do hore^ 
recommetKl him to nil whom it may concern, m a fit person to preside 
over the flock of Christ In testimony whereof, I hare hereunto set 
my hand and seal, this second day of September, in the year of our 
Lord one tfaonsasul selren hwulred «nd «i|p^-fonr. 

« Joim WisuT.** 

!nui8 Cur Mr. Bm lias goM. .Oti the Imgotiig I bflg 
left76 to tifo the foUowtng lemaiksi tnd ok tilio mdid 
mder to ooosidet tham : 

1. It clearly appears, that the QrdinatUm which Mr. Wesley 
requested Br. Coke to accept at his hands, and which he did 
accept, was the onUnaiion of a hisliop, aud was the same 
with that which wa& performed by the presbytexs of the 
£;hurch of AlexuMliia for more than two hundred years. 

2* This same oi<Kiw1lii» Mr. Wedej calls the ^^ordainimg 
of huhopM^* and altbou^h lie oboae to diatingiiisli ihoae 
vhem ]^e set aparl hy tiie iaporition of lutadBy being aaiiaied 
by other presbyters, by the title of superinemdenis for the 
governTnent of the societies in ATnerica, he considered them 
officers of the Church precieely similar to thotk^ whoq^he caUi 

l>Uhop» in Ute ChttKoh of Alezandha! 
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3. Dr. Coke was already a regnlarlj^ Ofdained presbyter or 
eldoTj which is substantiallj the same^ of the Ghnroh of Eng- 
knd: it wooldy iherefove, baye been nothing bat eolemn 
mtKkeij fat Mr. Wedley to bete ordfined the Doctor a pres- 
byter a second timey had he not intended to set apart t)r. 
Coke to an office of a higher grade, or, to say the least of it, 
one altogether distinct from an ordinary presbyter or elder. 
Besides, Dr. Coke believing his ordination as a presbyter of 
the Chnroh of England to be scriptural and Talid, he would 
iK^ baT6 sabmilted to a seoond ordination at the band^ of any 
aMn^ no, not eren the Lofd Bbhop of London. 

4. It is as clear as m neonda/e snn that the office witb 
which Mr. Wesley invested Dr. Coke was quite different from 
that to which he appointed Messrs. Whateoat and Vasey; and 
these he calls at different times "presbyters," or elders." 
Dr. Coke's office,, then, was the episcopal office^ and he him- 
mMftl0m^^^i(hof mat after this hist ordination, though Mr. 
l^def;!^^! biin a Oeneral Superintendent of the Booietiea 
lb America. 

5. Mr. Wesl^,. as I hsTe more thta onoe asMrted,- was 

peculiarly attached to every rite of the Church of England, 
and wished to conform the government of the societies in 
America, as nearly as possible, to the rites of that Chnroh, 
^irithout entangling them with the natwoal establishmenti 
and. hence be called Dr. Ooke mvpenntemdMi. With a Tiew 
to this be ordained bim. And If Br. Ooke'i office were 
not designed to answer to the tpiioepai cAoe in the Ohareb 
of England, Mr« Wesley was not able to employ word^ 
exptessiye of his meaning! 

6. Mr. Wesley felt perfectly satisfied, from the practice of 
- the Chnroh of Alexandria, and that of tb^ apostolic Churches, 

that the ri|^t of ordination was poslessed by the jnfsbyters, 
or eldeiBj thAl.th^ had a right jdintlyip intesiaty one dl 
their own nnmber with Aa tpkoopai c^tee; tiio ffsmom 
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fla ovdstned wisnol ftdTuioed to » degree of tp>iriiuai entho- 

jity which he did not possess before, but was only set apart 
♦o a more extensive ecclesiastical Jurisdictionf for the general 
good of the Church, by the soiema ordinaace of the imposi- 
tion of hands and prayer. 

7. All these circumstances taken together will, I feel 
eonfidenty eatisfy the eaadid and intelligent reader— and I 
address myself to no ether class of penons— that the episcopal 
office in Uie Methodist Chnroh la of Mr, Wedey'i men ap" 
pointment, and that all statements to the contrary are founded 
in gross error or a love of lying ! 

8. Mr. Wesley aLiidged the form of Common Prayer for 
the use of the Methodise in North America," had the work 
printed in 1784, by his own press in London, and sent it over 
hy Br. Coke. In this work he also given the fiirms for 
ordaining ministen^ which Dr. Coke, Mr. Ashniy, and othra 
nsed. The ftnf ministerial office named is entitled, ^<The 
form and manner of making of Deacons.'' The second office 
i», **The form and manner of ordaininsr of Elders." The 
third is, '^The form and manner of ordaining a Supjekun- 

TJSNDKNT." 

9. To these fncts and argoments I will now add the testi- 
mony of the English W«rieyan Magasine for 1825^ page 18S : 

Mr. Wesley, in point of factf did ordain bishoD9 for the Americaa 
Bodflfties, though he hitended them to bo ealled tDperintendents. 
Whether the jiame (bishop) had or had not the sanction of Mr. Wes- 
ley, is now of the least ponsihlk amsequencCi as the Episcopal itself 
woM of his own creatmg. Mr. Wesley's intimate frioad and biographer 
Mipi: **lfr. Wesley gave to the epUeopoi (bishops) whom ba ortumtii 
the modest but highly expreesive title of superintendents y and desired 
that no other might be used. That Oo'i hns prreatly blessed this boon 
(JE^nscopaqf) to the American societies, evident by their great and 
oontinned mcrease. The pumbers in the various societies, when Dr. 
Coke went over, were t^ni JiJUin thousand. Six years after they Bad 
increased to nearly seventy thousand; and in the year 1820 they were 
tw9 hundred eighty th»ut<mdl" They are now nearly /our ki/mdnd 
UMusand. 

••AMml tUa ftKiA," (1784,) saya <0m B«t. JeayiMHi Orowthar, In 
A* " 
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faisiH^afuf Complete Portraiture of Methodism, "Mr. Wesley, assisted 
by other mini-^tors, set apart Dr. Coke, and by him Mr. Asbury, to be 
bishops or suponntendcnts of what was hence/orlh termed the Method- 
ist £pUcop<d Ghureh in iUnerioa: m also IJhoBiM ¥uey and Ricliaitf 
HHiatcoat to act as dda% among thera;'' and in the Mconcf BuglisK 
edition of this work, p. 413, Mr. Crowther ob trvcs: "Dr. Coke was 
ordained biehop, and brothers Whatcoat and Vasey prabyiers.** 

' 10. If the settiag apalrt of tupervtUendtnU^ as scch^ were 
not intended by Mr. Wesley to establish the ordination of 
sneh an order of miDisters among us^ neither was the setting 

apart of deacons and elders intended to establish those orders. 
Similar forms and solemnities were reconimended for the 
former as for the latter. Any sensible ma& who will examine 
this Prayer Book will say, either that Mr. Wesley intended 
to establish the ordination of an order of supertntendenis, to 
act as bishops in /ftci, though mth the title of superintend- 
ents/' or that he did not intend to establish the ordination 
of any orders of ministers at all ; and that Bishops Coke and 
Asbury, and their successors in the Episcopacy, utterly mis- 
took the whole matter ! 

11. The late lamented Bishop Kmoky records the follow- 
ing, of his own knowledge : 

At the British Gonfwenoe held in Liverpool, in 1820, we heard iht 
profonadly leaAied Db. Admm Clasxb, and Rby. Riohabd Watson, « 
that most amiable and eloquent divine, express thenselTes pablidy 

before the Conference, in relntion to onr Fm.^ropan/, as a true, aeiual, 
ecrtptural Episco^^aey, of the most genuitie and apoeUUic kind. 

Anally, other anthoritisB might be added to the 0ame effeet, 

and I have tkcm at command; but it is presumed that the 
above are quite silflBcient to satisfy all candid minds that 5fr. 
Wesley did ordain Dr. Coke bishop. And if Elder Graves 
had had any regard for truth, or hh own moral character, he 
would never have published that<J!dr« Wesley did not estab- 
lish Ijpiseopa^ among iibe Methodists in -America. * 

As to the terms hiskop and wperinien/dentj the one is 
derived from the Greek; the other from the Latiu tongue ; 
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hni they sigiii:^|iiMiieij tbe aama Hdsg in iiie M^Ul^ i« 
well as in the Engliah. I seed noi extend ihk diapter •to 
addaoe aaihorities on this point If the reader slould wish 

to pursue it further, he is referred to uuy common English 
lexicon, especially Johusuo's Quarto Dictionary, where he 
will find the meaning of these words illustrated by se?eral 
examples; to Bishop Emory's Defence of our Fathers/' pegt 
to Fwkbnnt's Qroek Iiexieoni on tbe wozd ^pMoqpot; 
to Dr^ Adam Olarke'a Gemmentey on 1 Tim. ahup, iiL y. 2; 
and to ihe OrUka SihUca, id. iil page ^09, London edition. 
Bishop Emory says: ''When the title hi^op was introduced 
into the minutes, in 1788, it was sanctiuiicd by the Conferenc€j 
as meaniiiG; precisely the same thing with mj^rintendeut** 
See Emory's Defence^ page 49. 

Mr. Wesley disap{»roved of the t^rm hishapy not becanse 
he was opposed to the office — ^for he considered it, io nse his 
own words, ** well agremng with the writings and piaotioe of 
the apostles/' and, aa J hare shown in the preceding pagsM, 
appointed it for ihe ftirthemnoe-of the woii: of Odd in Ame- 
ijica— not becLLUbC f^uch a title was inapplicable or unscrip- 
tural, for it is both appropriate and scriptural, and it is used 
by Presbyterians at the present day. In Dr. Samuel Miller's 
^ ItfCttenr etc, page this paragraph will be found : — In the 
fomk of gOTcmment ol the Presbyterian Chnich, the pastors 
of the ehnfchea are ezpTcaslj staled MsAtfjp^ and this titlaia 
recommended to he ietuned» as. hotb^teriptonl and appro- 
priate.'* See also the Presbyterian Digest-Book of Dis- 
cipline/^ on the regulations to be observed in tlie translation 
q£ 9k.hishop from one church to another.'* 

It is not true, as stated by Mr. Graves, that the Methodists 
teach that bishops are a third order, possessing a divine 
righi to ovenmle ali,^ Methodistft acknowledge two ord-er$ 
cnfy of ministeifl, deacom and eft2er%4md a superior miaitter 
denoninaAed a hi$hop, poseeering a dalagafted jvrisdietioiii 



• 



Digrtized by Google 



ehiefljr of an executive oharaoter. When tho MethodistA or- 
dain » bMop, ikej <nily intend to ooi^jSut npoo him fuller 
fitnoei% fov tlie goTevopent of tho Churchy thiol ihey do npoik 
those whom they denominate deacons and ekten. And if the 

word order is applied to bishops as above defined, they are 
willing to have it nnderstood that they acknowledge three 
prders of ministers— deacons, elders, and bishops. For in the 
use of the tens orofer, the Methodiato mean nothing more, in 
this oonneetio% than that hish^ ai>e invested bj consent of 
the eldenSupviih n power to preside 0Y«r the floek of Christy 
and to disohaige other duties n^ so eonyenient for the elders 
or presbyters to discharge. They believe, moreover, that the 
priioitive Church, iu the age immediately succeeding the 
apostles, recognized mh order of ministerial denoMilnated evan- 
gelists; that these were really itinerating supepiutendentt, 
having a general oversight of the whole Church; and that 
these dilfiBred but little, if anji from the bishops of the 
Methodist Bpisoopal Ohnmhan the United StatesI 

The S^emieum of Br. StSHin gflee t, sobseqnently Bishop 
StiUingJieetj will be admitted to rank and distinction in 
America equal in celebrity, as an occlesinsticul work, to the 
Iron Wheel" of a second-rate Baptist preacher, both of 
limited acqnirements and doubtful veiaotly. The object of ^ 
^ StiUtttgfleet in this nurfc, aa he avows, was to disenss and 
eiamine the dwme r^Al of the difoent fonna of Ghuioh 
goremment— oontrssting them witib thd posidve laws of God, 
the practice of the apostles and the piimitive Church, citing 
all the best authorities then extant. For ability, excellence 
of temper, aod sound scriptural views, his work certainly h^ 
no equal in ProtestsAt Ohrist^dom. ' 

^ 7 as«ert (says Dr. StiUingfleet) nny particular form of gOTemment 

. agreed on by the gOTemors of the Church, consonant to the general 
rules of Scripture, to be by divine right; that is, God, by his own 

lm» hath givea msu a pow«r ani liksrlf to dstem^ the partienlar 
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form of Chnrch governTripnt nmoncr them, And hence it may appear 
that though one i'uriu of govenuucnt bo agreeable to the word, it 
dutii not follow that auotiicr is not, ar because one is lawful, another 

xiiitowfal;r boi on* fbm may be mm-agreMble to tome parts, 
placMi pe9pl«> AJid timea» than others are. Ln which case, that ft»rm 
of government is to bo settled which i!« mopt agreei^ble to the present 
state of a place, and is most advantageously conducible to the pro- 
moting the ends of Church goTemment in that place or nation. — 
Irenicum, pp. 9, 10. 2d edit Loiid., 1662. 

Matters of fact, and mere apostolical practice, may, T freely grant, 
rf^ceivc much light from the records of succeeding: ?^?es; but they cnn 
BCYcr gwQ a man's understanding sufficient ground to infer any divine 
Uw aiwDg from those llMSts attested to by tiie preipAce or reeordi of 
sacceeding ages.— *i&tt( p. 151. 

In relation to arguments drawn from the testimony of antiquity, 
before their authority can be admitted in this controversy. Dr. Stil- 
lingfleet affirms : These things must be manifested, — that such tMn^t 
tfare unqtuMthnabfy th« prtKtke €/ thote Hffm md pwstmt; that tMr 
practice was the same as the apostles; that what they did was not from 
anjf, prudential motives, but by vwtue of a law which did bind them to 
that practice. Which things are easily passed ot^ by the most eager 
disputen of ti|9.ooiitroTeny about Otturch goyenimeiit; but hoir atf> 
, tteesary they ere to be proved, before aay fom of government be 
ftp'^erted — so necessary, that ^yithout it there <an be no time Clnu<A— 
any weak understanding may discern. — Ibid, f>, 152. 

The reoion of apostolical practice binds still, though not the indivi' 
4iial action: thet as they regtilated ehurehee for tiie best eoii?eiiiei|<nr 
of governing them, so should the pastors of churches now. — Ibid, p. 181. 

Any one particular form of government in the Church is neither 
expressed in any direct terms by Christ, nor oen be deduced by just 
oonsequence ; therefore, no even form oif goTermaent is instituted by 
CShrist— p. 182. 

The eztendnt;;/ of nny ministerial power w not the fippointing of any 
new office ; because every minister of the gospel hath a relation in 
actu primo [primarilyj to tlio whole Church of God — the restraint and 
enlargeineiit of whli& power is Bal^eot to poeitive deteraadnfttieiis of 
pradence and conveniency ; and therefore if the Church see it fit for 
some men to have this power enlarged, for better government in 
some, and restrained in others, that enlargement is the appointing no * 
new office, but the making use of a power already enjoyed for the 
benefit of the Church of God. This being a foundation tending so 
fully to clenr the lawfulness of that p^ovemment in tljc Clvnrch, which 
implies a superiority and subordination of the officers of the Church 
to one another, and the Church, using her prudence in ordering the 
bounds of ber officers, I shsU do these two tliiBge: FM^ Show that 
the power 4>f eve^ minister of the gospel doth primarily and habit« 
ually respect the Church in eoTnmon r secondly. That the Church may, 
in A peculiar manner, single out some of its officers for the due ad< 
ttinlstniiitt ef eoclealastical power. — Ibid, p. 19& 
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Tlio ofTicprs of tho Ohnrcli may, in a peculiar ijaanner, attrihnt« a 
larger and more extensive power to some particTiIar persons, for the 
mot0 coiiTement exercise of their common power — grant to some the 
txteutive part of Oat pover, yMck if oil^iully tod Amdammioll^ 
CQBunoa to them alL For oar better imderstancLng oi thfa, ire must 
consider a twofold power belonging to chorch offiowg--* fotott of 

• order and a power of jurisdiction. — Ibid^ p. 197. 

Under this distincti<m, he shews that though every presbyter, prima- 
rily and inherently, ae to order^ poseeesee a eapa^y for tlie mghest 
ministerial acts, yet some further authority is necessary in a church 
corutituted [or organized] besides tlie power of order; and when this 
power, either by consent of the pastors of the church. Or by the ap- 
pointaieAt of a Qlffiatian mag^Btrate, or both, is ctovolTed to some 
partieiilar persons, though quoad tgitSttdinem [as to the capacity or 
fitness] the power remain in every presbyter, yel quoad exemtinnrm 
£as to the actual discharge or execution of it] it belongs to iliose who 
are so appointed. And therefore Camero determines that ordination 
doth not belong to the power of order, Bnt to the power of jorisdio- 
tion, and therefore Is subject to positive restraints, by prudential de- 
terminations. By this we may understnntl how law^ful the exercise 
of. on epitcopal power may be in the Church of Qod, supposing an 
eqttaUiy in idl ehnreh officers as to the power of order; and how lar 
congruously they speak who, snpposing an equality in the presttytiBn 
of churches at fir^t, do cry ont that the Church takes upon her the 
office of Christ, 11 she delegaits any to a more peculiar exercise of the 
power of jurisdiction. — ifiirf, pp. 197-8. 

When the apostles were taken out of tta way, i^o leept tlie nailk- 
power in their own hands of ruling the sevecal presbyteries, or dele^' 

' gated some to do it, (who had a main hand in planting churches with 
the aposUes, and thence are caUed in Scripture sometimes fellow- 
laboren m tko ftord, and sometinles erangelists, and by Tbeodoret 
etpoeOeef bat of a second order) — after, I say, these Were deceased, and 
the mjiin power left in the presbyteries, the severftl presbyters enjoy- 
ing iin equal power among tbeiM^'cWe?, the wiser and graver sort con- 
sidered the abuses following the promiscuous use of this power of 
ordination ; and withal^ having in their minds tiie excellent f^fame of 
the government of the Church under the apostles and their deputies, 
and for preventing. of future schisms and divisions among themselves, 
they umnimouslif agreed to choose one out of their number who wail 
best qnaMed for the management of so great a tniBt» and to A»oh$ 
tXe exereue of the power of ordination and jurisdSeHon to him ; yet so 
as that he act nothing of imporiance without thp. ron.*f"nf and rovmrrence 
of the presbyters, who were still to be nf^ tlir coninion rounctl to the 
bishop. This I take to be the true and just account of the ordinal 
of qifiseopacy Ui the prinutlTO Gliiireh, according to Jerome: which 
model of government, thus contrived and framed, sets forth to us a 
most lively chnraeter of that ffrr^it v iadom and moderation which then 
ruled the heads and hearts of the primitive Christians, and whiol^ 
ipAm mm jb«w«MMandM(V6M ail ol^ (the abaasa isflldtiit 
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to Uiis govmmttit fhroiwti 'Qie etfnvptioiiB of men ind tSmei beimr 
telrenehed;) w&l be found the moat agreeable to tk$primkkn Jbrm, bo^ 

as asserting the due intfreM of the preshyteriex, and altoxving the due 
honor of episcopacy ; nn.i, by the great harmony of both, carrying on 
the lUfalrs of the CLurcli with the greatest unitj, coacorU, and 
peace. farm of ffovemment, lemnoi ue how mn^ pouSbU itqiofi 

'Can be produced by either partif iffky tht^ flMty noi wdft eMtHf/Mlukt <m- 
brace it. — Ibid, pp. 281-2. 

Thus we hare on«e more cleared .Tcron\e and the truth together. 
I only wish tiitt all that are of his judgmea| for the praetioe Of the 
primitive Ghoreh were of his temper for the practice of i^clr.oim; 
and while they own not episcopacy as necessary by a divino ritrlir, yet 
(being duly moderated, and joined with presbyteries) they may em- 
brace it, as not only a lawful, but very- useful constitution in the 
Ohnroh of €K>d. By wMeh we may see what an ezoeUent temper may 
be found out most fully consonant to the primitive Church for the 
management of ordinations and church power; namely, by the presi- 
dency or THE BiaHOP AKD TBS GONCUBASNCB OF TUB P&SSBYTSST. — 

Dr. Samthsl Micler, a di^e of acknowledged talents 

and learning, and a writer on whose researches all parties 
may rely, informs us that among those who esponse the epU- 
copal side upon the question of Churcli gOTerniaent, there 
are two olaaaes who make themselres prominent, fieie i« 
wliafe lie aays of Uieee elaasee : — ^ 

The first cwisists of those who believe that neither Christ nor his 
apostles laid down any particular form of ecclesiastical government to 
which the Church is bound to adhere in all ages — that every Churoli 
is free, eonnstenily with the Biiine will, to frame her constitution 
agreeahly to her o'wn views, to the statr of pnciety, and to the exi- 
gencies of particular times. The^p prefer tlie episcopal governmpnt, 
and some of them believe that it was the primitive form ; but thcj 
eoDiicler it as restixig on the ground of Atnmm expediency alone, and 
not of Divine appointment. This is well known to have been the 
opinion of Archbishops Cranmer, Grlntlal, and Whitgift ; of Bishop 
Leigh ton, of Bishop Jewel, of Dr. Win taker, of Bishop Reynolds, of 
Archbishop Tillotson, of Bishop Burnet, of Bishop Croft, of Dr.* Stil^ 
lingfleet, and of a long list of the most learned tmd pUmt dMnei Of the 
Church rf England, from the "Reformation down to the present day. 

Anotlier class of Fpi'^copalians go fru thrr. They suppose that the 
gfovemment of the Church by bishops, aH a superior order to vresbg- 
itn, was sanetioned by apostolio example, and that it is the duty of 
all ohorehes to imitate this example. But while they consider Epis- 
oopaoy as aeoesiaij te tiie jMigfMiNi of <he Ohnroh, they grant that 
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it is by no meaiu necessaiy to ber ^ciatenee: and accordingly, unthout 
hentatioriy acknowledge as tme Churches of Christ mfiny in which the 
Episcopal doctrine is rejected, and Fresbjterian principles made the 
basis of ecclesiastical goTemment. The advocates of this opinion, 
also, have, been niuneroas and respectable, both among the clerical 
and lay members of the Episcopal churches in England and the 
United States. In this list appear the Tenerable names of Bishop 
Hall, Bishop Downhanif Bishop Bancroft, Bishop Andrews, Archbishop 
IT^her^'Blphop Forbes, lhe"1etni«d ChiUiBgwarfh, ArehhiBhop Wake, 
Biahop Hotdl^, Mid mukj mam, 

A tiurd class — not of Mj^ucopaliaM, but of sectarian bigotSi 
eammtiilj called -Bop^wto-— go beyond either of the former. 
While Aej grant thai God has left- men at liberty to modify 

every other kind of goyemmeDt according to oircatostanceSi 
they contend that one form of government for the Church is 
unalterably fixed by jDivine appointment; that this form is 
the loose coiigregationcd form adopted hy the Baptists ; that 
it IB abaoiately euentxal to the txiittmce of ^ Church ; that, 
if coviM; vherever it ia wanting, aa among MethodistSi Pres- 
byterians; Episcopalians, Lntherana, and others, t^ere ia no 
Chnfch, noTegoAur ministry; (baptism by immersion inolnded I) 
no valid ordinances; and that all who are united with reli- 
gious societies not conforming to their views of haptismj close 
communionj and a sort of Indian council-ground form of 
ffovemmentf are '^aliena from the commonwealth of Jarael, . 
and Btnpgen to the eerenant of pinmi8e''*-*Btnri9ea to 
Ohnst, ^'ont of the appointed way to heaven,'' and haye no 
^ope bnt in the ttnooyenanted meroieB of God P' 

Now, it is confidently believed that the two former classes, 
taken together, embrace at least nineteen jjarts out of twenty 
of all the Episcopalians in^ Great Britain and the United 
States ; while^ so far as my obaerration goes — and I have had 
some ezpeiienoe In the wwld-^-lwo- AMs of all the Baptiata 
in the United States hold the extravagant opitiioB I hare aa- 
signed to them ! And that I may not seem to be making 
bold asserfions on this point) I submit one single paragraph 
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from tbe book of Elder Howell, a standard work with the 
Baptist Pubiiahiog Societies throngboat tlie S<M|kh. He says, 
m page 275 «f this lather notonous book 

We are not Prote^tanU, nor Dissenters. Lutherai^?, Calvinists," Armi- 
nians, nor Reformers, but what we Aave 6een t» ti^ex, Iflx CH9BCH 
or oua LoaD jesus chbist ! I 

With this, and nmOar dedarations by Mr. GhraveB, witli 

wbiob his book abounds, before me, to contend for the validity 
of Methodist ordinatiotis is to contend for our existence as a 
Church of Christ, and not for ours only, but also for that of 
all other Churches, except the Baptist Church. ' A principle, 
thePi which involves suck imporlaiit conohisioiiB, should be 
suppoKed by the most indubitable evidence— by evidence far 
more indubitable tluui the Baptists are alble to liflng forward. 
And whether th^ sentiments of the Baptists on this subject, 
as expressed by Graves and Howell, be thus supported or not, 
will be the subject-matter of the next chaptez. 
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^CHAPTER V. ■ 

* 

Qoke and Aabiury not qualified to foimdm ClHireb of Christ— HoUimaa 

and Williams were! — Baptists in a regular lino of succession from 
John the Baptist^Thc Church in Mesopotamia — Benedict's History 
of the Baptist8~f-liolixmaa baptizing Williams — J^ocuUarities of 
Bog«r WlUiama— Baptist membora all Christiaiu^lUure ig^eoimeu 
of Baptist eo&Teraionsi 

The great "Bombastes Furioso" Graves, of the Tennes- 
see Baptist/' and author of Forty Letters to ^'J. Soule, 
Senior Bishop of the M. E. Ghur li^ 8outh/^ iDforios the 
public, on page 138 of his book^ tlmt is clear as noottdoj 
that MetIio<}i6t Episcogaey is t^punout} and the palming of it 
off upon the world is a fira'ttduleini opmtioDi perfozmed bj 
an iunliitioi]s> aspiring, and power-loTing clergy." 

On page 142 he concludes Letter No. 12 with this remark- 
able revelation : "I close tbis letter with the conviction that 
such men as Coke and Asburj were not quaiitied to found a 
Church of Oiudst^ and 2 cannot rtcognize Msthadum as 
tuchr 

The leader irill bear in mind, fhajr these eztraefti aie from 
the pen of a minister belonging to « denomination that admits 
three dufinci orders of church ofieer$: messengers or minis- 
ters, elders, and deacons! And before I close this chapter, I 
will endeavor to show that Coke and Asbury were as well 
qualified to found a Church of Christ as old Zeke JSoUiman 
and Mr, Williams were, of the .State of Rhode Island, the 
founders of the Biqptist Obni«li in Ameijiai I w31 tberefb^ 
proceed to examai^ the iiom^ j i p gh i of ihe Biytist muuBtiy, 

tr 

». ♦ 

m 
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and iheTBfiditj of tlimr daim to # n^ar fueeeinbn 
•foj^n the BaptfgL It is faM by many of tlie fiaptuit mhiis^ 

ters that their Church and its customs have regularly de- 
scended from John the Baptist, Christ, and his apostles; and 
as these bold assertions and extravagant pretensions have had 
great influence over the minds of thoa^ who have read but 
little hiatocy^ and hare been obiefly eonfinad ta the miniatiy 
of Bkptbta, I ii ia point bare to give a brief akettili of 
tbe faols as tbey are. 

As to the claim, then, of being the re^lar descendants of 
John the Baptist, it is nut only without proof to sustain it, 
but it is directly contrary to the records of history. The 
Baptists^ though Mr. Grraves boasts of theii ancient origin^ 
can be traced back but a few centnriea, and tcrtaiQly no 
nigber to Jobn in Jordan" tbaa tbe Ji/Uen(h eentoiy. Tht 
BaptiatB oonatitated, ^ England, one. of <^ike three denomi- 
natioQS of Protestant Dissenters." No tetces of a Baptist 
^ church can be found in Scotland, excepting a small one 
formed out of a part of Cromwell's army, previous to 1765. 
Still this sect claims U> hA\e descended regularly from the 
Old Baptiti nhoBe <^ raiment" was of '^camel'a bair/' wbo9^. . 
''meat was loenata and wild boney/' and wbo preaebed-re* 
pentance in tbe wildemeaa of Jndeal Tbey are not alone, 
boweyer^ In setting up these arrogant claims. The Gbnrob in 
Mesopotamia J an extensive province of Asia, bituaLcd between 
the rivers Euphrates and Tigris, in Scripture called Aram, . , 
tenaciously claims to hav£ descended from John the BapLtist; 
and yet this Church baptizes children at thirty days old, and 
ber m9dt of baptism is tpnnkkwg, Wbo is in tbe tight— 
our American Baptists, or tbe Cburob in Mesopotaliiia'? I 
sbonid say tbe latter, as tbey are « more aneimi sect, liyed 
more nearly to the age in which John the Baptist figured, 
and were therefore better posted in reference to the customs 
of ihat day.'vidtj^^ia^psek i^m^e of Masopotamia signiiea 
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between the rivers;'' a territory ezteacUag as far as th« 
beod formed by tbe Euphrates Mar Ganaza. Mesopota- 
mia is supposed to have been tbe seat of 'the earthly paradise; 
awl all geographers agree tliat here the deseendaats of Noah 
settled immediatelj afbr the flood. No ooantiry or elimate on 
earth waa ever more fiivorable to baptism by immersion than 
this; but this Church of Mesopotamia, though claiming to 
have descended from John the Baptist in a regular line of 
SQCcession, practiced ^^nMing! 

Bnt tliis man GiaTes asserts — and Baptists generally tdie 
the same high and untenable ground — that non^ m i^oi 
administrators of the ordinance of baptism, or expounders of 
the word of God, but those who have been immersed j atid, 
to make their baptism valid, they jnust have been immersed 
by an iminerslonuty who has himself been jplungedl Now 
I wish to try them by this their own rale. In the first 
seizing of this conntiy, the Baptists were without any admin* 
tstrator at all. For the trath of this dedaiatkiiy I refer aU 
interested to their own historian, Rev. David BsNEmcT. 
On page 473, vol. i., of Benedict's History of the Baptist 
Church, an account of the origin of the Baptist Church in 
the United States is given in the words and figures following^ 
to wit: ^ 

We shall now ^ve a brief accoualof some of the BaptlsielMneheB 
which hare arisfla in this 8tate» (Rhode Island,) and begimdng with 

tho FiKST Cttt'roh in Peo^tdkxct:. Tltis Clmrcli, wliicli is the oltkst 

OF THE ] >A1>TIST J)£ NOMINATION IN AMSaiOA, ftCCOrdixig tO QOT* WUi- 

TH&OP, was planted in the year 1639. 

On page 475^ and in the same volnme, Mr. Benedict gives 
an account of the formation of tha ''First Church' '<«--of the 
difficulty thaj found in tiying to organize — their want of an 
adminlatftte, Jt was in the city of Providence, Bhode 
iBknd. I hava been on the very spot^ and have a distinct 
feeolleotioo o€ Ae locality. On ttds point Benedtet says : 
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To obtain a suitable admumtrator was a matter of consequence: at 
loigth, the <wnf1M|fi)8 for comnniplon nominated or appomUd Mr. 

Ezckiel Holliman, a man of gifts and piety, to baptize [immerse] Mr. 
Willianls, and who, m return^ [acting upon the principle that one good 
torn deserves another! J baptised Mr, Holliman and the other ten! 11 

Now I am avfre thai aonie of the BarptbtB deny that this 
histoiy contains any sooh statements. If mieh wiH bring me 

the first Yolame of the fint edition of this work, published 
by Lincoln & Edmunds, Boston, 181?,, 1 will point out these 
two extracts. I copy from the book itself; and not from a 
neifipaper. Bavid Benedict was the pastor of the Baptist 
ehazeh in iVnrtackety Bhode Islaod; where he certainly had 
all the means of knowing the facts in the cases he reports. 
He completed his history but ft short time before its pnblisa* 
tion in Boston. And I know very well that the Baptist 
Charch in this country has all along recognized it as a correct 
history of their sect. 

Oaadid reader, is it not as plain as the nose on a man's 
face, from their own history, that the Baptists should be the 
last denomination in America to undwarth others, to anni- 
hilate the clerical character of other ministers for the want 
of ffaUdity of ordtHtoUmf Mr. Graves is an ordmned eMer 
in the Baptist Church, in a regular line of mccession — not 
from John the Baptist — ^but from old Zeke Holliman aud his 
*nrue yoke-fellow/' Mr. WiUiams! And, praj, were they 
better qualified to found a Ghweh of Christ than ''such men 
as Coke and Asbory?" Who authorised Mr* Holliman to 
immerse Mr. Williams in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Grhoetf And whence did Mr. WOliams derive autho- 
rity to immerse '^the other ten?** True, "the other ten" 
were immersed by a mau who had himself been immersed, ♦ 
but he was immersed by old Zeke, who had never been , 
immersed until this same man Williams immersed him, so as 
to make a Haarting-pinMU for this first church" in America, 
and in the rtg%dar cf svocesnon / This afiair constitnted 



Digitized by Google 



*94 ' THX OBEAT IBON WHEEL EXAMINED. 



WilKams and Holliman tlte regnlar sitcoessors of the old 

preacher of repentaQce, "whose meat was locusts and wild 
honey/' though he flourished sixteen hundred ^ears before 

them i 

The State of Rhode Island was first settled in 1636, only 
three jem befoct tiie finuiding of this ^< first church" by 
Hollimau, WiUiams^ aod '^tbe other ten" Bog^r Williams 
and his followers fled from the perseentioiis of Massaehnsetts, 

and settled at Providence; and Williams gave the j^ace this 
name, as beinjr expressive of their escape and deliverance. 
From Providcace, since 1636, two hundred and twenty years 
ttgOf the Baptists, aooordiog to their own showing, have been 
extending tiietr <q»6ratioxi8, until they have spread over the 
South and We8t> and have taken that stand tlmj now occupy. 
They have descended^ then^ In a regular line in the United 
States, not from John the Baptist, or the apostles, or Christ, 
but from one Ezckiel llulUman — a clever old man, I have no 
don^l, and, if the reader please, even a pious man, but an 
. old gentleman who had no sort of authority to baptize in the 
name of the Holy Trinity. If, then, the facta and argu- 
mei)|» given upon thia p^t are true and legitimate^ am I noi 
warranted in saying that the Amerieaii Baptists, who de- 
scended from HoUiman and Williams, are aU cut of order f 
Or, to use the language of Graves, <'such men were not 
qualified to found a Oluirch of Christ." 

This proscrtpttve spirit of Baptists generally, and of Mr. 
Graves in particular, seems to have come down to them from 
Boger Williams. While he was pastor of a Baptist churoh| 
he dechtfed his .intention to separata ficon his congregation, 
if they would not sepamte from the '^antiehristiaii churches 
in tiie bay/' meaning all who opposed his Tiews of baptism ! 
He rebelled aiiainst tlie civil authorities, and because his 
coDffrepratioii would not sustain him in this violation of the 
command of God, he separated £rom his congregsti»n. His 
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wife Btill adhered to the congregation ; for which he refused 
to let her join him in any acts of worship I A warraut was 
issued for Williams, for his rebellious course, and Capt. Un- 
derbill was dispatehed with foorieeo men to ezdentft it; but 
WiUiaiBA fled from the pKorinoey aad found n^agb with 
MamuaA, tbo Jbead ^Uef of the WampMioig ladiaiii. IVom 
this chief h» obteiaed % jnaU §pnuii4if hmd on the east ude 
of Narraganset riyer, where water was abundant for purposea 
of baptism! He used to say that he could not enduiTi the 
Lord's bishops/' and that he liked the ''Lord's brethren'^ 
jiut as little — ^meaxuug the members of other Churches, Puri- 
taw, Quakers, ete. This hatred for lishopi seems to be cha- 
yaetevjatio of the -aeet «f which WiUiaaui wis the foonder in 
America; Ser pmf of ihe> foregoing etatem^ti^ J nha to 
pages 227 and 280^ yoL i of ffildieth'a HisU^ of the 
United States. 

I am aware that Roger Williams is often complimented as ' 
the advocate of freedom of opinion,^ and of religious tolem- 
iion^ hot it is known ta all impartial readers of histbiy that 
he waa a xeUgions 4ingol, and foil of that ^natieum so peon* 
liar to Baptiata* Eyea HQdzelihy who oomplimenta hhn ae a 
'^zealona minarter/' atates that he ^^exercited way o/ wlo* 
PHECY/' to the acceptance and edification of his Church." 
He laid claims to insptraiionj and actually went about j)ro- 
j^hesying, and blending his predictions with the great idea of 
what he called "soul-liberty/' 

It 18 recorded of Roger WiUiama, elaewherei that he got a 
aeoond great idea into hia head, to wit : That aa men and 
women .oame into this worid naked, so they ought to come 
into the Church through the water wiOumt clothes on I- -Was *- 
such a laan, though he may have been pious, qualified to 
found a Church of Christ? 

Elder Graves, like most other Baptist writers and preachers, 
. compUuna that Methodista recelTe into their commnnion^aq^ 
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fellowiiliip irr^fffidtu permmBy mere seelrers of religion, wli^e 

Baptists receive none but geauiiic ChristiaDs, who, like the 
apostles in th« days of Christ, are always ready "to ^ive a 
reason of the hope that is ia them V* Methodists take ia 
seekers, say tl^ej, «nd takf even these upon a trial of six 
mondu! JBat Baptists reoerra membeiB tloiie n^oii **an ex- 
penenee of ffrace/' tbe oongregatioii jtidging of that ezperi- 
enee^ and yotitt^ aoeordiBgly. And when a person is eon- 
verted, aiid baptized by immersion^ they say of him that ho 
can never fall from grace. And yet they have amonp^ them 
son^e men and women of the veij worst morals ; and not a 
fsw are to be foand in their eommiinion and fellowship who 
am nokmriouB dnmhtxrdt. To ike least of it^ thej hare 
as naay bad nen and kjpoerites in tbenr ebnrclies^ according 
to nnmbarsy as are to be found In any of the other ortjiodoz 
denominations of the country. But once in a while they 
bring to trial and actually expel from their couimunion in- 
'dividuals : thus rejeetin<^ persons who, according to their 
creeds God has not rejected! Is there no insincerity in aU 
this? 

Bat Mr. OiaWs Cbmh Irill reeaye no one into its faUow* 
ibip who«^ not a heUevtng adtUt; and atUI, im&Mrdf it not 

ms'half of all the persons they do receive, give no other 
evidence of a genuine conversion to (iod than that of a dream, 
the hearing of a voice, the sight of a ghost, or the yisitation 
of an angelf or of God himself I I could give the names, 
residenoeSy and loud professions of many of these ^'bright 
and shining lights;" but I will content myself with a few 
cases only, the tmth of Irkleh I Tonoh for, and which wfll 
serve as <peelsient of Baptist eonTondons. - 

OABB NUHBXB mOL 

I was present in December, 1841, in the Presbyterian 
ehnieh in Jenesbenmg^ during a oelebrated Biq^tist mrival, 
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niien m colored wonum wis reodTod into tiiat Clniroli^ as a 

portion of the fruits of said revival — the Baptists having been 
kindly tendered the use of the hoii«;G by the Prcshyteiians. 
Among many other foolisli things which she mentioned a 
part of her Mligbiis eiperioMO^ she stated that/'C%rw< fint 
agpputrtd Ur her iMU the was in bed mik a manr* I 
lenarked to two Ftwbjteriansy irith whom I was 
I thool^t tho Sayioar had seloeted a singular time and ph^e 

to impart his grace to that woman ! They bowed assent. 
The next day, this woman wa8 iuiinersed in Green's Mill- 
poady in the west end of the towi^ tqton this i d en t i cal 
easperieacel 

A ladj in the neighborhood of Fall Bnmch; some fifteen 
miles north of Jonesborongh, a short time previous to that 
Jonesborough oconrrencej fj;ave to the Baptist Church, as her 
ezperi^ioe, that she had attended the preaching of Eldei; 
RiggSy on a certain oeeanon, and was taken aiek at the 
itomae&— eaid ehe eooii leiynied it was emeietion fir sdip^ 
engaged eamea^ in prayer to Cbd— eoen after wmiUed copC- 
oitf^^^herenpon obtained, immediate relief, and felt her load 
of sin removed! Upon this experience, she was received into 
the Church, and immersed in the name of the Trinity I 

This is changing the &eat of human depravity, which hae 
hitherto been regarded as the heart I would like to have 
Been the discharge I I wonld likewiae be graiafied to know 
whether or not nns of 'omission «nd oomuianon^ after tme^n 
eonrersion, ean be got rid of, «ther by vomiHn^ or purging ! 
It would greatly relieve the anxieties of the mind, as well as 
<Uive the labor of mneh prayer and reHgiooa exercise I 

CASE NUMBER THE££. 

A lady in Carter county, who had been baptized by a 
Metkodist — ^wko left that Gbaiek and was immeiaed by klr* X«y 
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a -CaoiiiMIite miaisteiw-iii the Bpriog ef 1842, kft Ibtl 

Church, and was relmmersed by Elder Edens, of the regular 
Baptist Chnrcli. la her es^riencey upon being received into 
th^ Baptist Church, she stated that she had, bat a short time 
previoos to that, walked oat iafto the woods, where she met • 
Chti^ Bad tlM apotdes, io opn dtjcUght^ under a feige tree^ 
aittgtag * BapHti soBgl She stated tlnl unitad vHh 
tliem ia mnging — that Chiurt ptrdoaed lier sias — ^a^ she 
oould not be mistaken, for she saw the blood runuiDg out of 
both of his ndcs, where he had been pierced I Upon this 
'^experience of grace,'' she. was received into the Church, 
pa^aounoed a Christian, and imneiied, notwithstanding tka 
SltTionr was really piaEoed in batroae Mcfe/ 

OASa NUMBER K>UB« 

Paring court week in the town of Joneshoroagh, in the 
spring of 1€41, 1 heard Elder Bowers preach ia the Methodist 
phupch, at night; and among the rare disclasnres he made, 
he related his religious experience, and gave the audience 
what ha styled the <^ evidence of his oonyeraian.'' Ha said 
Aai ha went to bed at ninety a distiassed and wisked sinner 
**4luit when be awake in the moniag, to bis utter astonisb- 
roent, he found his wife and child to be the most handsome 
human beings he had over beheld "with his eyes ; and, conti- 
nued he, "by this I knew I hnd passed from death unto life!'* 

Now, here is an instance in which religion made a /qJm 
impreuioji^ because it rendered to the natural eye of tbe 
oonverty iadividnals iiandsoaie^ wliom God^ In bis pro?»danee^ 
bad aetnslly mated etherwise I We know the perti^Sy aaA> . 
they sre anj thing bnt biiBdsome i 

OABB NVHBEE FIVK. 

In Lee county, Vugiaia, but a few years since, a certain 
abn lawfid age appeared before a Baptist/ dniiiili» Mid 



.SHE QRSUai JBOM WfiKIIi EJiAMLUJO^, M 

asked to be received into fellowship, oa the ground that God, 
for Christ's sake^ had pardoned his sins. The pastor of the 

•huroby Elder G ^ told him to proceed and tell the breth- 

- MD wlMt the Xiord had done for his floul. He stated sahetan- 
tklly—^I went last sunmer l»r tp see a Chnstiaa gU baptisedi 
and erer race I have been »*vaiideriiig| aod waaderiDg, and 
wandering: I have been company for nobody, and nobody 
has been company for me 1" Here ho came to a dead halt, 

and all handfl looked blank ! Elder relieved the 

andienoe by requesting the brother to proceed and tell what 
the Lord had done for his soaL I^ookifig the pastor liiU iA 
the faosy the tm eoivrert repeated, word for word^ what I 
hare just given abore^ and 'b^tod as hefm l Slder O ■ ■ 
ftdingly inquired, "And do you think, brother, the Lord has 
converted your soul With a countenance beaming with 
the hopes and expectations oi one about to be received into 
fall fellowship with the only Soriptaxal Ghuroh on earth, he 
ex^aiaied, '<Now, old Aosr, je« are a •ohattin' 1" UpoD ibis 
foiih and piofeesioni he was ananimoasly reoei? ed, imeiied 
the aeKt day, and admitted to the Loid's tahle^ as spread by 
that denomiaatioQ 1 

OASB mTMBER SIX. 

In Bcadlej eoaniy, Tennessee, not long since, there lived a 
auoi bj the name of P ■> ■ > ekiBe to a Baptist ehnroh; jand 
near te whieh lived Elder B— who waa anxioiis tiiat P— 
should ^^jiM Me Okwr^!* Aeeordiogly, at a piotnoted 

meeting, several of tlic ^^hreethring" surrounded him, and 
asked him to relate his experience. He held forth after- this 
style: "The first bad feelins I ever had on the subject of 

religion, was when I went with Brother B-^ to meetin', at 

Hurrioane Greek. After meeting several breethren went 
home with an old brother to stayaU night, and they axed me 
to go too. They sat anmnd the fire talking about rellgiODj 

■ 
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until I felt 10 bad 'ooze I luA none, I went right to bed, and 

went fast to sleep. I waked up in the night, and I found 



fol( aa happy before This was proDoiinced a sound conver- 
aion. Mr. P-^ — was leoeiTed into full fellawahip^ and forth- 
with immemd in the aain« of the Trinity I 

Need I multiply oaM? Let these auffice, as they are only 
ifr Iceeping with hundreds dispersed diroughout the conntry, a 
portion of wbidK e^ery reader can call to mind in his own 
range. Meanwhile, let it not be said that such cases are those 
of clear convergion, while those evidences npon which othei 
Ghnrohea <liaT6 reedved memben, pionimncing them Chris* 
tiana, are deetg^ikfe* I would aa aoen credit the juggling 
pretenoea of vnkhcra/t, aa to belieTo these Indiesons acoonnts 
of eonTersionfl! And a Ohnreli had better by ihr give 
countenance to the foolish superstitions and absurd practices 
of fortune-tellers, diviners, charmers, spirit-rappers, and such 
like, than to encourage any iiuman aool to heiieTe that these 
eoneeits are religion. 

TlieBe who m^^be disposed to regard thesecMt of Biqfttiat 
eoaTersions as serere in their application to thai CherQii, are 
here reminded that they are designed to ofiet Mr. GraWs 
"Revival and Camp-meeting Excitements/' in his Thirty- 
ninth Letter, where he pives Bpecimens, and ridicules 
Methodist conversion 1 I claim in this, as in every thing 
eonoected with this oootfoversy, to be acting on the defensive ; 
and if I ehaace to use a degree of sererity QBttenal in religioos 
eontroveray^ the mantle of enliglrtened pobUo opinioii will 
shield me from blame I 7 



that good man, Brother B- 



, in bed with me; and I never 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Elder (hwves ecniek 1«rg«l7 ^« A. Jtdm, oif the Wetliyterian 
Church — An address deliyered in Virginia, a reply to Boss^Conre* 

spondcnce between Ross and the autlior of this work— Roh3 opposes 
the Methodist doctrine of the Direct Witness — Distiuguibhed Pres- 
byterians advocate it — ^Ros? cjiarges Methodists with being Tori«l 
— ^Himself proren to bo ft trw negro, and tlie eon of an old Sooteh 
Tory of the Revolution — The Methodist common masses destitute 
of moral honesty and integrity of character — Methodists fanatical 
— ^Presbyterians more so, as shown by the conduct of three of the 
oditora of the Calviiilstio Magssino-'^'Witohmft and oonjnrors— 
The congtefatum oompliTiigitting fhe addren— Bepiy by the author. 

ft 

The Thirfy-niiidi Letter d Ui^ QnreB, oommeMog on 

page 352 of his fiunoiu comptkaion of Blasden long 

refuted, is made up of aji article from the Caivinisiic Mar/a- 
ztnej" of which the celebrated F, A. Bau, a jNeir School 
Preabyterian, was the ostensible editor. 

His Thirtj-second Letter, oommeooiDg on page 384, is 
mesriy «U tal^en from the pen of this- man Bo8S| from whom 
he gathered his ide» of Uie rwohiicm of 1^ jfiim Wfteefc 
The last fifteen j^^j^^ia of this letter aie from tiho ^^GsifomwfM 
Magazine** abusive of Methodist class and band meetings, 
cou) paring them to the Romish confessional^ and calling in 
question the virtue and integrity of the Methodist member- 
ship, as well as that of the clergy I 

His Thirty-third Letter, commencing on page 408, is abu- 
sive of all the peeiUiar instiiutioiis of Methodism, and wiods 
W<it shoiriiig <<how Piesl^tenaDS regsid iV' thns dnwing 
upoa the same sowoes. 

« 
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Now, to all this abnse of Mr. Ross, copied and approTcd 
by Mr. Graves, I replied ill an Adb&ess which oocapied /our 
hours m its deliyeryi kQl^ vp thmngh a period of ttoo years. 
In East Teimefleee and Weatorn Virginia, This Address I 
delivered ONE hundred times, speaking in all tour httn* 
DRKD nouRS — equal to thirty-three entire days — ofLeu iu tho 
open air, aod to five, ten, and fifteen hundred persons, p^ene- 
rally, on each occasion ! In the winter season, I was confined 
to charchei; an4 the erow'ds were not bo huge as in Ijia 
spring, aammer^ and fail, when I sp^e in the open air. My 
reply to Mr. Ross I deem a soffibient reply to the same slan- 
ders, when copied and endorsed by Mr. Graves; and at the 
latter has giyen them an eztensive circulation and a permanent 
form, I deem it proper to end this chapter by copying my 
Address entire. This document originally appeared in the 
JoNxasoBOUQH MoNXMLX ii£Vi£w, of wbich I was the 
editor and proprietor— <i work which had a eircnlation of about 
ifaien iSbamuni, and waa got np avowedly to meet the ^Cb^ 
•oitjfte Ma^oMmtf' which was then puhMshed in Abingdon, 
Virginia. The sknden of Kosb and Graves, now in booV 
form, will be preserved in hundreds of families unkind iti 
tlieir feeling to^vards Methodism. It is therefore proper that 
this Addre£8 should be incorporated into this work, and placed 
helbre the pahlic in a hrm iAuA will he preserved. The 
Address explains itself, taking in conneetioo: therewith the 
brief eonespoBdeaM that precedes it. 

^Prom BrowDlow'a Monthlj Reriew.] 
TO THE PVBLIO. 

The following correspondence will show the motives which 
pronipt the editor of tluB periodical to anbmit to the worlds in 
pamphlet fimi an address iManti|F deliTered near Bfanony 
Tirgijiia, upon £b» anbject of the oonlMfeiiy b e tween tb0 
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Methodists and Presbyterians, forced upon the former by the 
abuse; misrepresentations^ and slander of that PBXNGE of 
oalumiiiaton; Frederick AuguUm Hoigf-^ 

MABioy, ViKQiKiA, July 11, 1848. 

Bit. W. G. Brownlow: 
Deajr Sir : — The widerdgBed, members of the Methodlet Churoh, 

would respectfully suggest to jou the propriety of publishing, in 
your Review, the address which you dcliverprl on the 9th instant at 
the c&mp-eround near this place, together with the documents which 
y<ra Introdueed upoa that- occadon ; — even upon the oharitahle sap* 
position that pavmom of %]iai yoa there said will BOt he at- 
tempted; however, haman memory is so frail, that honest difference 
of opinion, after the lapse of a few days or weeks, will probably aris« 
about it. Indeed, we already feel the necessity of having the doca* 
mentavy oridenoe wUeh you than laid h^ore us, embodied in some 
form to which we may conveniently refer ; for we cannot recollect 
your nuthoritie" with sufficient distinctnees to make them available to 
as in ordinary and casual conversatiojis apon the subject BesideSi 
f&tf we hieline to the belief that Ihe satj^t-aatter of that day's ad* 
toss, inclusive of documents, would be as aeceptable to the patrolkit 
of your Review as anv thing else which you coud lay before thegs. 
Yexy respectfully yours, etc., 

John W. ScuooLrxxLO, 
Fbakois Nbwkav, 

James M. Pkttntir, 
John T. Thueman, 
Benjamin L. Wxlbxxjt, 
William Skatut, 
James C. Patlt, 
John Killikgeb, 
Wiuiam W. Paunaa, 
JosBPS Atkzhs. 

flmntta Commr, Ya., July 15, 

^ MessM. J. W. 8«iioounBU», 9. Nainmi, 
Jambs BsminnD, and otheni: 

Oentlemen: — Your communication of the 11th instant, rsqittlrtinif 
me to publish the address I delivered Inst Sabbath at your camp- 
ground, together with the doaumeots, was handed to me on yesterday, 
and I hastwi to reply. 

I will oomply with your veqnest, and publish tiie address at my 
earliest conrcnirnco. The matter for the Review, now in course of 
priuting^, has Ijeen furnished, and will be out soon after my return to 
Temie&bee. in the next issue, I will give tixe address you call for, 
si liX fci m Um' wUm <l pmd mt^ so as to silsnee ftM whs; I Imoii* 
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arc already misrepresenting me in Tarious pu*ticiilar8. Tbi address 
I deliTered at your eamp-groimd on last Sabbath, vlueh ootnpied four 

and a half hours, is the same in substance which I have been deliver- 
ing in Tennessee and Virginia for two years past, and which I am sa£9 
in saying I have delivered in the hearing of fifty thousand persons. 

I mid tliat Tery great ezeitement prevaila in your oounty upon the 
snl^t of this controversy, and espeoaally in your town and vicinity, 
I cnnnot say that I regret it: I believe srood will grow out of the con- 
troversy. Let the nicmbcrs nnrl friends of the Methodist C^hiirch 
stand &rai, and resist, at all liazaida personal to tlieuiselvea, tiie 
alanders ot F. A. Rose & Co.» and their efforts to demoUdi onr bo- 
loved Methodism. If fall we must, let us fall with our faces to the 
foer let us fall in defence of the "moral honesty and integrity of 
character*' of our "common masses," and in defence of the jnivaU 
dkaraeterB of our wives, mothers, daughters, sisters, and other female 
relations, who are held up to pnblio gase> through the polluted pages 
of the "Calvinistic Ma^^azine," as a generation of prostitutes. 

They say that I have "raised the Devil" by my visit to this country. 
This is a mistake : the Devil was here before I capie to the &tate, and 
I have only enraged his Satanic Majei^ty, and eanaed him to show his 
hand. He was "raised*' at the time ^e authorities of t&e Presby- 
terian ehureh in Marion invitod him there, in the person of F. A. 
Boss, to dedicate their new church ; and aX&o when the sainted pastor 
of their church, Mr. Palmer, and every preacher and elder in the in- 
fkmous Athens Synod, "with absolute unanimity," endorsed the slan- 
ders, blackguardism, and abuse of the "Tract" and "Magllilis^" 
declaring them ail to be true, according to the ScnpUir^I 

I am, g^tlemen, respectfully, etc., 



APDBESB. 

Ladies and Gentlemex : — There U nothing more com- 
mon in this age of polemio warfare than for every combatant 
who aflsails the dootriDes^ motiTes, or, if you pleaso^ the 
eharaeier of anotheri to daim the right to do bo» beoanse (jm 
he Bays) he aets on the defemhe. Hie reason of this mtut 
l>e obyions to every reflecting mind. He who aets in the de- 
fensive is entitled to the sympathies of the public, because he 
is Bupposed to have been unjustly assailed ; and these sym- 
pathies will justify the deftndery while the aggressor would 
jnstly deserro the opprobrium of the intelligenti and the 
ftoiinui of iho.oittidid. Bat, as. botb joor humble speakflri^d 
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F. A. B0B8| of the NffW School Pntbyterm Okvrob, tnd the 
rapaetiTe liie&de of eaoh^ ciaim tiiit ground^ ii Js of the ut- 
most importanoe thetihif eontrorersj should be settled, and 

that the public should be at once enabled to decide to whom 
this high claim belongs. It seldom occurs, in a family or 
ileighb(»:kood quarrel, that both of the parties to the dispute 
are aeisn^ on the defendve. Some itt^ eommenoBd the war; 
mne one is tbe ^giessor; some om is to blame more than 
anotber for tho ezistenee of said qvaneL 80 it is in the 
present ooDtrorersy wbioli dtrideS) distraets, and agitates ^all 
East Tennessee and Western Virginia, AVbo is it ? It is my 
purpose, before I leayo this, stand, to show you. who is guilty 
in this cafi6. 

To defend one's self, pre8iq[»pOBes an imwarraDted attack 
fiom anotber— not merel j an etitadk, bnt one for whieb there 
mm no jnst eavse. I may attoek an enemy of miie-^ sworn 

and nneompromifluij^ foe^witb idl tbe Tiolence of wbiob my 

nature is capable, aud still I may act on the defensive, if the 
j^revious conduct and threats of violence were such as to 
make my assault necessary to my future safety. You, gentie- 
meni any of yon, may attack an enemy in like manner, and 
etill aot on ibe defensiYe^ if tbe prwiom tbreata of tbat 
enemy were sueb, in tbe eyes of ibe Uiw, as to make tbat at- 
taek necessary to yonr future safety. Nay, it is a pirineiple 
in common hiw, botb here and in England, that if an evil- 
disposed person threaten your life upon sight, you are justi- 
fied in shooting him down upon sight. This was the prin- 
ciple the gallant Putnam acted iqK>B when he assailed the 
woif in bie den. He made tbe attack, but it was in sdf- 
defenee. Tbe howuhos and fbowlinos of tbe **varmmf' 
in tihe neighborbood, to say nothing of bbi depredations among 
the live-stock of tbe faruier, could no longer be tolerated. 
The vile ^^wolf in sheep's clothing," upon whom I am visit- 
ing a righteous retribution, has bowled" about the borders 
5* 
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of Metbodiam long enough I - But how was it wlten tbi 
Uoited Staile* deoUMcl waf a^^iist Ckeat Britain ? In the 
langnagB of the Bedaiatun of Ind^pendenoei eii^ ^lufk 
among usy in time of peaoe, atonding aimkai-wlftfaoal tba 

consent of our Legislatures/' etc., etc. 

But, ladies and gentlemen, how stands the case as between 
Mr. lioss and your humble speaker^ or any other Methodist 
preacber who* may have engaged in this controversy ? Who 
eommenoed tbla wwr of words and fight of qniUa ?" In tbo 
Ungnage of tbe tuno-booofed instromaiit jnet quoted, ^Jol 
/aeU be sabmittdd to a candid world.^'^ F^odsbiok Auoufl*' 
TU8 Koss^ of the New School Presbyterian Church, com* 
1110 need this war; nor can he deny it, with any degree of 
CO note nance. He began tlie war, moreover, without any 
provooatiaoi and at a time that peaoa reigned in all tho 
Obuiobeiy tmd when God was veiy powerfnllj reviving bie 
work in mat of the CtttnreheB. Xea^ al tbia time it wan Aa4 
the Devil granted tbia vile miaereant the oonuniauon of 
Lieutenant-General, to put a jstop to the work, and to disturb 
the peace of society ! 

Mr. Koss, as is his custom, composed an able^ argumenta'^ 
tiive^ a»d elanderona discourse, about four years ago, familiarly 
kaowB aa hia **Tiirii3^$ke Seimou," in whieh he ridienled^ 
ausf e |ira Ben ted, and vilified the whole' Melhodiat Cbnidi. 
Thia diacofuae he delivered all lonad his extensive elrenit of 
East Tennessee and Western Virginia, as bitterly as be seems 
to be opposed to circuit-riding. When this sermon was worn 
threadbare, he prepared another on Church government^ in 
which he stated that Methodism is worse than Bomaaism. 
Next in order came hia memcfable diaooane npgn the 
^^JHnU WUmm." To 4ll ihis, extending thro«i|^ an enlue 
year, the MeAiodisto madnino reply. Their silenee was oo»> 
strued into OOWARDIOI, and our members were everywhere 
told that our ministers were afraid to meet Mr. Boss. Tbe 
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Budt • pubUMtioa in wkidh b* Ud «p tlM MatMIrt olwegsrf 
oae Mid all, ts ft paek of wkite^vmd oowardfl, vho would go 

among the caves and mouataios and misrepresent Fresby- 
teriani^ni, but who, when they came ioto Abingdon, Joaes- 
borough, liogemilldf Greenvillei Knoxyille, etc., toak oaro to 
tread lightly in flanmel foekB I Hush I Take oare I Yoa tan 
kk AUngdM now 1 yoa ate an KiMmlle^ fiuaoolli; among 
people of reaj^ecitih&Ust — "^we how joa pal jms 
dowp I WoU, I am Bol hero fto-day'ftHT tbo parpoaa of lepia- 
seDting MethodiBt preachers ia a hullying capacity. I will, 
however, speak of o}ic who neither fears F. A. Ross nor all 
the multitudes that go with him ; and for the self-same reaaon^ 
toO; that Heseki^h nnd his captains of war declared they were 
not afiraid^of the Kiag of Ai^yria nor all tha nraltitadea that 
wm with him ; naaiely, that widi them there ia hat an am 
of flesh, while they had tfau^I^ ear God t» help themi and 

to fight their battles ! 

Ap;ain, Mr. Ross held up this fundamental doctrine of the 
Methodist Church — I mean the witness of the Spirit — as 
'^Jiasoriptural, false, fanatical, and of misohievous tendency/' 
Oa lame, he ehaUeaged. the whole Methodiat ndaiatiy to 
meet him, ftem oov Wahops dowa to oaf looal hnthiea. Hii 
ehallenge waa aee^Mied by WmiUii H. BoeBBS, eae ef Ae 
itinerant preachers in this Conference in Snllivan county, and 
a discussion ensued, which occupied a whole day, at which 
not less than two thousand persons were in attendance. I was 
theroi a ailent apiectator \ and while I have the highest poe- 
' aiUe feywd to my ftiead Boyiai it ia doe to oaador to atate 
that he, lUu eveiy ether Melhedkit paeaeher I haya heard ia 
reply to Boas, Ukbored ander the ftlae notion tiiat e n li gh ten e d 
public opinion required him to treat his opponent aa a dig* 
nified Christian minister, and to extend to hioi all the cour- 
tefifis of the eacred desk- The reaolt waiiy t^t he oo^t^ra^io^i^ 



Digitized by Google 




BogeiSi mtffrmptod him, tati tuMj 9oq^ to wbomat Urn 
evMj fileaii or tireofpy ipinoles. I spil upon #ach vitiated 
pnblio tMt* u this ; I bid defiuoe to aiqrmtoh fUae oonoep- 

tions of courtesy as this. I take th« slanderer bj the throat, 
and drag him forth from his hiding-plaee; and Bliake liim naked 
over hell| in ail hig»de£onnxtj ! lliia X intend to do on this 
occasion. • 

Did all ibia pablie apeakmg againat Metbodiam satisfy th» 
(danderans appedte of BIr. Bosaf No. Ha foUowed this up 
witb the publicatioii ai; tbe North of the haniiinff I hoV^n 
xny hand — a ^'Tntct'' against Wesley and the Methodists, ef 
oae hundred and eight dreadful pages. The vile and sku- 
derous eharacter of this publication, since eudorsed by the 
Syood of Tennessee, and recommended by the ministers of 
that Church, I shall show up before I leave this stand. Nei 
oontent with this pnUicatton, Mr. Boss, uad his assoeiaiea in 
blackguaidisin and lying, oommenoed the pnUioatlof 1^ Ab» 
ingdon of tbe <* CALvmrSTro Magazine," tbe fwy ft»t 

cumber of which coataioed an open declaration of war, and 
announced the determination of its reverend editors, Isaac 
Anderson, Fkbd. A. £08S| JAMsa Kuiq, and Jam£» Mo- 
Chain, to wage a war of extermination agateit the entire 
Methodist Ghuroh. ^nd just here, in the pfSsenee e^ this 
lai^e assembly, and in the fear of God, I.pioelain» fnm 
saored stand that, for hw Biting^gato ^ng, o&MSne vulgar' 
ity^ and wholesale abuse of public and private character^ this 
magazine is without a parallel among all the dirty, rabid, and 
disgraceful publications of the age. And still this ib tbe vul- 
gar, lying, and dirty publication which Mr. Ross boasts can • 
be foand on the centre-tables in all the pariots of Prsebyteriaa 
famiHea in Heridn and eji^here. *«Qidte a oompfiraent this 
to the tasi^ of Presbyterhin ladies in Markm 1 ' ^ 

I repeat, and I pray you not to forget it, that I do not re- 
stiict tile responsibility ior the contents of ibis msgasine to 

• • • 
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ilw ter Tg&fk^ namai ■• ito editon. I bmivitii iMid to 
joa tem the editontl addras gifw in tlM flnl number; 

In Octob«r, 1846, tli^y (your editon) Iftid the fiilgeot bolbn the 

Synod of Tennessee; and meeting i«dth their cordial apIpeobatiow 
AND co-opEBATioN, bogaa the publioation of the preeent'ewiei of the 
nagaxiue in 1846. 

Since theUi ladies and gentlemeii; the Synod has approred 
of tlie oonne ef the magaiine in ite aession at Atliena, Ten* 
nyeo, and eameetlj zeoommended it to 411 their ehnrohea. 
In tliia vote of endonement, Mr. Roes hoesti^ in an editorial^ 

that everj preacher and elder in the Sjnud voted hj formal 
resolution. He says, to use his own words, that the Synod 
adopted both his tract and m^azine " with absolpte una- 
iiffii»9''^that is tn aaj^ without a dissenting voioe I But 
more alMNit thia «»d<»Benient before I have done. 

Itoir, vben an enemy wages an unprovoked war u^aloat 
me, or Hie Chnrcb of my choice, which is the same, I am oer- 
tainly acting in the defensive when I attempt to repel the in- 
vabion. And when mj character, and the private and personal 
chaiactcr of every female relative I have on earth is assailed 
with bitterness and malice — not by this degraded free man 
of .«Dlor only, bnt by the whole Synod, of Tennessee — I bft?e 
a right te defend; and at the risk of my life, I will defend. 
Kay, I «n here lo-day ftft thaA purpose, prepared to meet any 
coD5jei(uences. Some of the lying partii^aos of Mr. Ross have 
the audacity to say that the Methodists commenced this war, 
and that he is defending. I haye given you this history of the 
controveni^ expressly with a view to correct this slander, 
jfrom the facte which I hat^ snbmitted— and ybcte ikey are-^ 
you can determine wb* is the a^grutor. Mr. Boss com- 
menced the war ; but the Synod o€ Tennessee— 4fte the Ame- 
rican Congress in the case of the Mexican war — adopted it, 
ftivi has made it the war of the Presbyterian Church. For 
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two dreadful years, Mr. Ross carried on this war of " con- 
quest" without any opposition. But, with God's help, he 
shall have opposition from this out, until he prays for a treaty 
of peace — opposition as untiring and vigorous as he has been 
vindictive and malevolent. 

The captains and lieutenants under this great guerilla 
chief of the Presbyterian Church, now tell you that the 
magazine was set on foot to meet the " Episcopalian," a 
Methodist paper published at Knoxville. This is false; 
because that paper was started, in part, to meet the antici' 
pated slanders of the magazine. The Episcopalian was first 
agreed upon at the Athens Conference, and I published the 
prospectus for the Conference. Previous to that, the pros- 
pectus for the magazine had been published in the Abingdon 
papers, in one of the Jonesborough papers, and, I believe, in 
the Knoxville papers : these itinerant ministers in the stand 
behind me will attest the truth of these statements. 

The friends of F. A. Ross everywhere find it necessary, in 
oi*der to sustain him, to show that his speeches and publica- 
tions were not an attack upon Methodism, but that they were 
provoked. In many places they apologize for him by de- 
claring that I- — yes, /, a common disturber of the peace, and 
a man who will let no one escape — ^first got up the war. 
Even the Rev. A. Converse, the editor of the Christian 
Observer, the organ of Presbyterianism, published in Phila- 
delphia, gravely asserts in his paper that Mr. Boss has said 
certain hard things about Methodism, "in answer to what 
the Rev. Mr. Rrownlow had published against him." This is 
a falsehood as absurd as ever sickened the imagination of a 
fool. Here, even in this town, you know it is boasted that 
Mr. Ross has never noticed any thing I have said, and that 
he does not attend my appointments because he regards me 
as being beneath his notice ! 

Y Ladies and gentlemen ! This war had progressed for two 
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loQ^ md dreadful years, oq the part of Mr. Uoaa, with h»$ 
indiscreet friends boasting that the Methodist pmohers 
afraid to meet him^ befm I opened my mo«lh in pniblio^ or 
even wiole a paragraph upon the subject. And wheiwl did 
eege^- I^did it veloetantly, beoame I 'knew that it irould 
injure mc iu ^x, pecuuiari/ poiiit of view, as it lai^ done; but I 
a^ted from a sense of duty. I kuew tl iat others were engaging, 
more oompetc^t to debate the points at issue than myself ^ but 
eveD they were treating him with too much courtesy* And 
without ineviing the imputation of Tanity, I hope you will 
allow me V> 8sy> that he never did receiyeytwttee at tbe bands 
of a Methodist preacher until I took him up. True, he 
recently caught it at Glade Spring, at the hands of the able 
and accomplished President of Emory and Henry College. 
Yes, President Colling, as I am informed, though he did not 
yiolatc any of the rules of courtesy in debate^ neyertheless 
showed ikfi defects of Boss to be aa numerous as ware the 
ingredients wbieh the vitohes of the dark eave ihrew into the 
boiliii^ cauldron. , He showed Mr. Eoss^to hayoi as I will d» 
to-d^y, an 

"Eye of newf^ toe of frog, 

* Wool of bat, and tongue of dog, 
' Adder's fork, and blind-worm's stingy 

Lizard's leg, and owlet's wing." 

Ail that now remains to be presented^ by way of prelimi- 
naig^y l« contained in th^ following oorrespondenoe between 
myself and Mt. Boss. This eoirespondenee is fuB of inte- 
lesl^ and will amuse you no littlQ» Suck diplomacy you haVe 
not wttnessed smce Webstef and Ashburton concluded their 
treaty of peace ! Mr. Boss outdoes me in expressions of high 
regard for me, and opinions of my integrity; but this is 
^ because he entertained higher opinions of me than I did of 
Imnt As ^ eonseienljouft maiOp I could nqt giitt bw a better 
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obar&ofter in a private letter than I ym to give him ^ 

* • . 

TomBBOSMJQiLf December 14, 18^. ^ 

Rev. F. a. Boss : 
■Jkm 8ir:'^Thi$ tet of rix appointMlli I have imbUahed to 

reply to your Tract" against Mr. Wesley and Uie Methodists, is on 

Sabbath next, nt Blountville, at which time and place I shall be glad 
to see you, as well, also, as at the remaining five. I propose to give 
you hour about, on each occasion. Should you not deem it worth the 
'nl&h to attend, I shall of ooane proceed to fi^ my engagements. 

For a knowledge of the propositions I shall assume, on these occa- 
sions, I refer you to the Jonesborough Whig of the 9tlL inst., a qq^j 
of which is herewith forwarded to your address. 

Remotfnny, etc., 

W. G.BBOWLOW. 

TFhe positions X took, and which 1 published in the news- 
paper refeired to, were the following, and oevete«l ihe gKmd 
of the oootKoveisy kdd down in the ^'Tnot// eowep^ so tmsk 
flit ^kt^-wofk aa ims pentmai, aad amnled the oliaraeteni pf 
our ministem and membeTB ; ^ 

m 

I. The doctrinr of the Direct Witkesb of the Spirit, as taught 
hj JOHM Wesley, is the doctrine of the Bible, held by all orthodox 
Christians in Europe and America ; and, with the PresbTtextai Chntfch, 
has long been a dearly defined ai-ticic of religious beUet 

II. That Fbederick Arrji^STrs Ross solemnly swore, "hefore God 
and the Presbytery at wliicii he was made a minister, that he would 
preach and defend the doctrine of the Direct Witness of tiie Spirit ; 
that he did so from, the pulpit and psets, eeverat years hereafter, 
and in a printed sermon, in 1828, before he abandoned Presbyterian- 
ism, he declared that such as deny this doctrine have no religion! 

III. That ** witchcraft and ghost stories" were tamermlly believed 
in Enrope till the 161^ oentnry, and maintainod then: gruond with 
firnmess till the middle of the 17th century; thai the Presbyterian 
Church entered extensively into the belief, even hefore tbo days of 
Wesley ; that in New England, in North America, in the years 1691-2, 
tiiere were sdmost as many imprisonments and executions, on acoount 
of witekerqftt as there have been Mexicans sisin by onr wnaj In-Hie 
present war; and that some of the Presbyterian clergy refused to pray 
for per'-'ons condemned to die on charges of witchcraft, till said per- 
sons w juld acknowledge themseWes to bo wUches and wvsardaJ 

To this brie^platlt asd these pilled itdliu^ I xeomed 
the foUonwg anyer T . 
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' BoTHx&wooD, December 21, l&i6, 

Z^ear iStr;— Tonr poUto Communication of th« 14lil 1PM MOdtSd 

Saturday last, on my return from Rogersvillo. 

1 have no doubt the discussion to which you invite me would he, on 
your part, as pair and hoxobable [and of course as gentlemanly !] 
-48 you propoM-or / wiild Mbv; «M theiv ni|^t be ooeuioiiB when 
it would b« proper for me to aoei|»t aa invitation. But I decline the 
meetings you propose, in the same courtesy ichich i/ou have been pleased 
to exhibit toward me, simply upon the ground that I deem such a meet- 
ing uncall^I for on my part, for tile rolloirbig reaeone: 

The question of t&e wect witness of the Spirit, as taught fSr. 
Wesley, la a great question, now abroad in the land, and it is noto to 
be settled by the press. Oral debate now, anywhere, and especially 
within Hofi circle of appointments you propose, would, I think, have 
little iufn^ce in satisfying the pubHo mdbd. The debate eighteen 
months ago, invited by me, had the desired result of aH>imng attention,^ 
The publications on both sides, and notices from the pulpits, have 
given the subject (ieep lodgment in the general mind. I am myself 
perfectly satbfied with the progresnTe tipleney of things, as to Mr. 
Wesley's tie#» of tiv Bireet Witness of tfib Spirit. 

In reference to my own views of tliis point of doctrine, you are 
mistaken, and do mo injustice, in supposing that I diflFer from the 
Pybyteri au j^^ cssion of Faith and Catechisms. I believe the doc- 
tiSe ezaewfp^er^ expressed. Horeoter, T%M. with Hen]7, 
Podd^l^dge, Sbott^ Stuart, BamOB, Chalmers, eto., precisely, and just 
because I deem these writers correct exponents of the Confession of 
Faith, and, 04 tuch, holding views the opposite of that advanced by 
liry|^^esley. As dedrfye of this flUBt, I quoted the Confession of 
Sichard Watson, whom you will acknowledge to be your ablest theo-^ 
logian. He confesses that Mr. Wesley 'Uliffn-cd from a great part 
of the evangelical clergy of the daj/,^* and gives Scott [and the very 
pa8sag^ j^uoted by me in my book] as expresaing the view of the 
<• great part of the eTan|^eal olergy'^ Itgkiisi Mr. Wesley. [See 
Watson's Institutes, Yol. il. pp. 272 and 284.] 
» So, then, the fact stands thus : Richard Watson, the ablest of Me- 
thodist writers, admite that '<a great part of the evangelical clergy 
of the day" ^er tmrn V^. Wesley, and thail Soott Is a fkir sample of 
this body who differ from Wesley — ^that is to say, such writers aa 
Henry, Doddridge, Chalmers, etc., etc. If so, then, do these writers 
fairly exhibit the views of the Confession of Faith of the Presbyte- 
rian Church ? If they do, then they and the Confession are against 
Mt. Wesley, by the coaosaslon of sfr. Watwa. Yeiy well: I am [if 
1^' understand mysslf sod them] with those writers i&d the Confes- 
sion of Faith, and am ajcrninst Mr. Wesley as far as, and no farther, 
precisely^ than Watson admits the great part of the exaogelical clergy 

^ i I have yniVU^'^litjS^ J6m d£ pH ^m t liyi and 

mm it k rqHcm oImm. g: iftsr fjt^, y^u thfibk yiopcr t^^^jinomA m 

^ * ' ' ' I. 
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attempt to siiow, Irom. the pulpit, that I am yiolating mj ordination 
TowB, [and of eonrse you miut mwa. knoiringly sid wdtaUj, or in 
orimiiiil IfiiiMdii,] I JuiTO nolUag iMO lo say. 

Xonnyfrery rapectfnl! J, 

FliED, A. BOSS. 

Ladies and gentlemen I As tediois as I have been in 
exordium^ jon murt ulftiilge n» while I .oAr a lew hilM 
ebmrnents upon tliis extraordinary letter : 

1. And, first, the time for oral debate had passed away 
wheu this invitation was given to Mr. Koss to meet me, and 
through the press alone were these dia^^iited questions to l>e 
settled. Stiil| the infatuated man has gene on ever slneei in 
eyeiy direotioni to dlaenas these points I 

2. Nothing oould he effeoted within the dicle I had pro- 
posed. I was nnibrtnnate in selecting my points for aolJon. 
But where were these six appuiutments to which he was 
invited? They were in Blountyille^ Kingsport, Elizabethton, 
KheatowD, Jonesborough^ and the yicinity of Washington 
X}oUege. I supposed these were all important pointSi ai^i he 
seems to haYo thought so sinoe, as he has gone toi Bome of 
tiiem and opened a hriak firSi ^'aoliti^ and alone." Indeedi 
it is perfectly in order to debate these points in dispute lifi^^ 
where, when he can go in a gang by Liiubclf ; but when Lc is 
to have some one with him who has the moral and physical 
courage to expose his forgeries^ falsehoods, and slanders, the 
time for oral debate has ceased^ and the press alon* is the 
medium through whioh these oontKorerted points are to be 
settledl 

8. He quotes Biohard.Wateo% whom I famkly and thus 

publicly acknowledge to be one of our ablest theologians. 
And he gives chapter and verse where he says Watson ac- 
knowledges that Mr. Wesley taught a different doctrine, upon 
the subject of the Direct Witness^ from that taught by the 
great part of the eyangelioal ofeigy of the daj" in whioh 
Wesley lived. .He ctttSg ai yDv will pemife, Wilswi*i 
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Tbeological Institutes, vol. ii. pasres 272 and 284. And will 
you believe me wben I say that those pages provd no suck 
thing K Strange as it may seem to yon, those piove no • 
Bocli thliigl He deliberately lies. He '<»leB the pegOi rap- 
poihig that I will tal^e Mi word for it. Hefe is the Tdume ef 
tlie Instilates, snd llere are ^e pages ^ted. Itioksrd Wateoa 
proves the doctrine -of the Direct Witness to be scriptural ; 
and to show that himself and Mr. Wesley were not singular 
ia the belief^ he quotes Hill's Lectures, Bishop Bull, Scott's 
Commentary, and Biahop Horsley. On page 2d4, Watson 
leto domi tipon OaMnimy and deolares that oontroyei^i by 
Oalvinista, has always been conducted wiih great intempe- 
nmee. On page 275 of this same yolame, Mr« Wateon de- 
dares his belief in the doctrine of the Direct Witness, and 
controverts the lioss view of it, as described by Bishop Bull 
In an extract he gives, and in another extract he takes from 
SoOlt After stating the yiewB of Boll and Soott^ Mr. Wat- 
son adds: 

To this statcraont of tho doctrine wQ object that it makes the testi- 
mony of the Holy ^Spirit, in point of fact, hut the testimony of oiu: 
own spirit ; and, by holding but one witness, contradicts St. Paul, who, 
as w« have ceen, holds two. For the testinuay is that of oar ona 
oonscioii^jp s of certain moral changes which have taken place— 410 
ether is adnutted, and therefore it ie but one tettimony. 

4. lk«&mWaAaoB cbes oonfeasy in hk life of Wesley, that 
Mr. Wesley diflefod from the greater part of the eraogelieal 
elei)^ of his thne, in his plans for evangelizing the world. 
This no Methodist denies. Bather, we glory in its truth— 
we boast that his plans of yearly and quarterly conferences, 
circuit^riding, class-meetiij<;8, and love-feastSi were unlike the 
operation of other Churches. 

^. This is co^/idetUial letter — stcioily so— intended for 
my eye and omisidmtion ahme!. Boyoa hear that^- Mpster 
Bioalai? I hayeriead yim i^e' lettei^ bat I eajofn it upon 
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you, one and all, not to speak of its contents ! Especially do 
I charge you, ladies, not to name it ; for they say you art 
more apt to tell what yoa hear, than are the genflem^n I 

But do you wish to know the secret of this tnjutlttum of 
mpretj^^ I tdl joil Mr. Bm's friends ev wy w l ww 
take the ground tlut lie wiH not condeKend to neet M In 
del^ate; (Hearen saiTe Uie mark I) and lie fiiyora ike mn^ 
view in his private conversations with them. Well, in this 
letter to me, he places his refusal upon different grounds : he 
says. the time is passed, and tho press is the medium I He 
does not object because I am beneath his notiee— no, noffc he. 
He deeUres heroi om his proper signatnrei that I aa a 
Christaan ininlster— <a eomteons and a fair dehater— en honors 
able man and a gentleman. But, says he, this is fbr your ovn 
private eye, Mr. Brownlow : do not say any thing about it, 
because I don't want my friends to know that I talk ouq way 
about you behind your back, and then write the very reyerse 
of that to you, in a private letter I. 

I repeat, that I am here endorsed a* a gentiemte and a 
Ohris^ni who cannot and will not do anj man injnsdce. 
Indeed, more chaiaeter is given me thaikl ever had the vanity 
to elaim. When I first perused this love-letter, 1 was tempted 
to bite my finger, to see if it were me. But I am surry that 
the endorsement is not from a more respectnble pourne. Nay, 
I shall conviace you, before X leave this stand, as heajrily as it 
may bear npon me, that this my eulogist is unworthy of eeo- 
fidenoe, and that he will not tell the tnith when a Me is mote 
oonvenient! 

Ladies and grademen I Ton hav^ listened to the strong 

and vivid pictures of Mr. Ross and myself, drawn by his 
friends and my enniiies, in this vicinity. Thpy have set 
before you, in bold relief, his eminent abilities, his attainments 
in literaCkire, and his theiough accomplishments in all things 
pertaining io the minlslKy. Yoi^ have heaid ot his ehafi^f 
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his meekness, his manliness, bis piety, his frankness, hia 
^Qtlemanly bearing, huf iudepeudenoe and bmvery, his dis- 
regard of p0|^a]ar clamor — ^making do conflieting statements, - 
eonoeaVI% no opinioni 1 Wa pictare U pieaented in oontrast . 
%iili*that ni tire humble indiTidaal wlio dow addteflses jrou<^ 
who 19 utterly ignorant, haying no -ednoation, no infonnatu>n : 
having no character — a common liar — a mere cpistulary driv- 
eller: havinp^ flooded the country with blackguardism and 
slander — rude and unpolished in manners I 

Now, ladies, look on this picture, and then on that. The 
first Is the Presbjrtefiaa Jij(penon; the latter, the Methodist 
Saiyr. Now, my first ohservation is, that when I shall have 
exhibited the real pictnre of Mr. Ross to this assembly — which 
I intend to do, for I am a skilful artist — these Virginia ad- 
mirers* of his will not know their kind, afiectionate, and 
dearly beloved pastor ! 

But what will become of your speaker 7 Shall I present a 
portxaitof him? No, ladies; do, g^tlemen, no. His address 
here to-day must speak for itself. Let him pass for a low, 
vulgar ragamuffin, whose trae picture has been given by the 
artistic skill of the accomplished Roisites of Marion ! To be 
serious, ladies and gentlemen, this studied disparagement of 
your humble servant need not^ and ought not, to excite a 
feeling of indignation. These are the ravings of de^air ; 
and as snch, are objeete of imtimitefcaUm, They can do no 
harm. The wives and sisten of certain gentlemen have taken 
Mr. Ross by the anns^ and marched with him to and from the 
chnrch, and have sat with him at table ; and it is necessary 
that he should uow he sustained as a gentleman. The people 
of thi.s couiitiy have sense — they have sagacity — they have 
judgm^H^ With their judgment of men and worth of men 
1 for oni^wiUflm satisfied. 

Indies and^ntlemen ! I will next proceed to read you 
tbt ^ctaaola ftm Mr. Wesley's odebmled Tenth and Sltveniih 




Digrtized by Google 



113 TH£ Q&lMft mOlY WHESIr 3n^A|IN£D. 



SemioDS, out of wliioii %m eonH^Tftngr lias grown, and npom 

which Mr. iioss founds the charge of /<dseh4iod^anatKism, 
etc. * 

, Mr. Wcslcj preaches two sermons on one text| iComans 
viii. }fi : ^< Spirit iudf heareth witnen tokh <mr ^pMl 

In ]d9 T^nth SeioMtDy cor ihis tozl^ Mr. Wesley sajs ; 

Let us first eonflider what is the witness, or testimony of our 
spirit. But I cannot here but desire all who are for swallowing up 
the testimony of the Spirit of God in the rational testimony of our 
own spirit, to obserYe, that in this text the apostle is so far from. 
Bpealdag of Hie testimony of our own spiiit onfy, thai it faay lie 
'qnestionei "wiiether he speaks of it at alt, — whether he does not speak 
' onli/ of the testimony of God's Spirit. It does not appear but the 
original text may be fairly understood thus. But I contend not, 
eeefaag so many other tetti, wMi the ezpevliiiie of all real GhiMane, 
sufficiently evmoe that there ia in every beUerer both the testimony 
of God's Spirit, and the testimony of his own spirit, that he IB the 
ohild of God. — Vok L, Serm, X, head L ieeiion 1, jp. 86. 

Again, after fl)p«akiDg at length ooncezning the iritneaB of 
''our spirit/' 1»0 BtsjB : 

7. B«t what is that testtmoBy of CM*! HSj^t, wfaieh Is superaMed 

to and conjoined with this? How does he '*bear witness with our 
spirit that we are the children of God ?" It is hard to find words in 
the language of men to explain the deep things of God." Indeed, 
there are none that will a4,equately express what the children of God 
experienee. Bnt peAaps one might say (desiring any who are taught 
of God to correct, to soften, or strengthen tlie expression) the testi- 
mony of the Spirit is an inward impression on the soul, whereby the 
Spirit of God directly witnesses to my spirit that I am a child of God; 
Oat Jesns Christ hath lored me, and hatii ^Iren himself for me ; and 
that all my sins are blotted ovl^ and I, eren I, am reconciled to God. 

9. Then, and not till then — when the Spirit of God beareth that 
witness to our spirit, "God hath loved thee, and given his own Son to 
be the propitiation for thy sins ; the Son of God hath loTed thee, and 
hath washed thee from thy sins in his blood^W^we Ioto CKmI, because 
he first loted us;" and for his sake, We love 'our brother also. And 
of this we cannot but he conscious to ourselves: we "know tlie things 
'that are freely given to us of God," We know that we love God and 
ke^ his eo^pnandwients; and "hereby also we kBAWtiiat we are of 
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But what is the witness of the 9|»rHt . The original word, futpTvptOy 
may be rendered either (as it ia in several^places) the witness, or ambi^ 
gUousljTj the testmony, or the record: so it is rendered in our transla- 
ticn» 1 John T. 11, " This is the record," [the testioiODy, the sum ef 
what God teetifieB in aU ilio inspired wiitisgs,} "tint Ood luitb gi^t» 
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son." The testimony now nnder 
consideration is giren by the Spirit of God, to and witht>ur s]>irjt r 
he is tho person testifying. What he testifies to us is, " t]i&t we are 
•«lie ohildM of Ood.»* 

4. Meantime, let it be obserrod, I do not moan hta^f that 'Hm 
Spirit of God testifies this by any outward voire • no, nor nlways by an 
inward Toice, although he may do this sometinn s. Neither do I sup- 
pose that he always applies to the heart (lixuugh he often may) one 
tft mors texia of Scriptare. Bo* ha so works upon the aonl by bis 
immediate influence, and by a stroBg though inexplicabla oporation, 
that tho stormy wind and troubled waves subside, and thore w n sweet 
calm ; the heart resting as in the arms of Jeans, and the ttinuer being 
doarlj satisfied that Ood Is reconciled— that all bis "iniqidties are 
forgiyen, and his BinB-eoyeged, " S e rm , X., lUad H^^etkma 1 and^ 
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Mj next and last quotation is from the Eleventh Sermon, ^ 
fifth head, first secto; ajid coding ott page 9&. Ills in thes^ ^ 
mgxufioani words : * « 

1. The sum of all is this : the testimony of tjie Spirit i? an inward 
impression on the souls of believers, wliereby the Spirit of God directly 
testifies to their spixitk IftAt they are children of Ood. And it is not 
questioned whether there is a testimony of the Spirit, but whether 
there is any direct testimony — whether there is any other than that 
idiich arises from a consciousness of the fruit of the Spirit ? We 
beBoTe fheie is; because fids is the plain, natural meaning of the 
text» Olnstriated both by the preceding words, and by the parallel 
passage in the Epistle to tho Oalatiims; because, in tho nature of 
things, the testimony must precede the fruit which springs from it; 
and because this plain meaning of the word of God is confirmed by 
the experience lannmerable children of Gtod; yea, and by the 
•xperienoe of all who are oonvinced of sin, who can never rest till 
they hare a direct witne"'? : rtkI even of the children of the world, 
who, not haying the witness in themselves, one and all declare none 
can ArnotP his sins forglYfln. 

2. And whereas it is' objected, that experience is not sufficient to 
prove a doctrine unsupported by Scripture; that madmen and enthu- 
siasts of every kind have imagined such a witness ; that the design 
of that witnese is to prove our profession genuine, wjiich design it 
ddas n»i answeri thai tho ficriptore says, Tha-trse is known by its 
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fruit;" "examine yotinelTes; prove your ownselTea;" and, mean* 
time, the direot witAets ii neter referred to In all the book of ((od ; 
tliat it does not secure ns from the frrcatest dehisions; and lastly, 
.that the change wrought in us is a sufficient testimony, unless in such 
trials as Christ alone suffered: we answer, 1. Experience is sufficient 
to confirm h doelsiM n^udi Ii groonded <ni Soriptore. 2.' IKongh 
taamy fko^ ^Imj experience what they do not, this is no fcvj^wUee to 
real exprricnce. 3. The design of that witness is, to assure us we 
are children of God; and this design it does answer. 4. The true 
witness of the spirit is known by its fruity **loTe^ peace, joy" — ^not 
indeed prewding, but following it 5. It oumot bO'proTed that tfar 
direct, as well as the indirect witness, is not referred to in that yery 
text-^** Know ye not your ownselyes, that Jesus Christ ie in you?" 
6. JThe S]^t. of God, witnessing with our spirit, does secure us from 
all dolwion. And lastly, we are sB fihblo to trials, wborrin tiio toitf^ 
m<my of onr own spirit is not suflioioni; wherein nothing less than th» 
direottestiaoiiyof Ood'aSpixiloaaaMiirovsthatiroan his ohildM. 



These are the extracts quoted by Mr. liosS| and of which 
he 8ajB| on page 8 of his imnwulitte produotioa — 

I hold the common faith, u±» to the witnetis of the Spirit, as it stands 
& the IVeibyteiian Coofessioii, and at it eror hM been held by Prea* 
byterians in all their branehes, by Episcopalians in England and 
America — as It has been taught by evangweal Oongregationa^ by 
orthodox BapUst and Lutheran Churches. 

It is the settled faith of these donomfaiaiiona whicrh I express wlien 
I affirm, as I now do, that the dootrino of the IKfoot Ultness <^ AiO 
Spirit, ns tinght by Mr. Wesley, it mrsCWn^kAX^ IAMB, WAKJOmJ^ 

A2u> or tfiscaisYOus zendxhot. 

Again, on page 35 of this same Tract, Mr. Iloss thus gpeaks 
of the doctrine advanced by Mr. Wesley— a doctrioe to which 
every PreBhyterian, Methodist^ -Baptist, Lutheraiii eto., mthie 
MtBembly or eleewh^ who has any neli^ovs ezpedenQO^ most 
hearty Bobsoribes: 

T have never gem Mr. Wesley's doctrine of the Direrf Witness affirmei^. 
by any co merUator on Roman* or Qoiatiant, or anywhere else in the 
writinyi of evoHfftUegl mto, mm ie A« tPort# ^ Mr» WttUif, mid'Um 
Uaehem wkoJoUcw iltm— or in the bepks of oliier admiUod aoyttio^ 

Now, in thk comieelJon, I beg leave to read yon the reso- 
Intion of ther notoriona Athena Synod, adopted in Ootoberi 
1846, aa l^r. Koaa boastingly awerts, witk ihmi- 

4 
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»nW<y— that ig to say, without one dif^f^entine^ voice. I read 
from thQ CalTmistio Magazine. The resolution is in Uiese 
words: 

Re^olved^ that in the estimation of Synod, a Tract lately published 
' by F. A. Robs, «iiti«led, "The Doctrine of tiie Dbeel Witneis ef <^ 

8plnt, as taught by ReT. John Wedey, shoim to he /d{M» umcr^iural, 

fanatical, and of mischiei'oits tendency" is an able production, setting 
forth that important subject in its true scriptural lifilit, and is ear- 
nestly recommended to the perusal of aU the uieuibers of our Church. 

We DOW liave the case fairly before us ; aad T sball proceed 
to QQunat both Mr. Koss and the members of this Synod^ 
either of wilful falsehood or crimhud ignorance^ or both. 

Now, since Mr. Mobb and his Sjnod profess to glye the * 
views of the seYonil denonunations'inentioned, let ns examlie 
into the oorreetness of their pretensions. And first, aa to the 
Congregatwnalists. They are so called from the fact that 
they reject all church government, except that of a single * 
congregation, under the direction of one pastori with their 
elders, assistants, or manager»-^each congregation enaotinff 
lis own kwa and regulations. They are Galnnists, and they 
are a denomination of Phitiestants who are prindpally confined 
to the New England States. If I were so disposed, I could 
adduce various authorities to prove that Mr. Ross and his 
Synod have grossly misrepresented the Congregationalists 
upon this important doctrine. I will, however, content myself 
with giving you a few brief quotations firom a small work I 
hold in my hand, written by the Rxw. Thoma» C. Upham, 
Professor of Mor4* and Mental Seienoe in Bowdoin College, 
In the State of Mune. Flrofessor Upham is an acceptable 
minister of the Conjrregational Church, extensively knuwii as 
the author of works on "The Intellect/' "The Sensibilities,^' 
"The Will,'' "The Life of Faith," "Interior Life," and the 
work X hold in niy hand, entitled, "Eeligions jSzperienee." 
This last wofk sets forth tho yiewiv the CoigiegrtiniiaKali 
6 
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iipoD the doctrine of Htb^ DirtBi WUm9$, Most of liifl oliliflr 

protiuctiuos are now adopted as text-books in manj colleges 
and universities^ especially those under the control of hii 
denomia%tioa. Oa pa^ Zf JProfefisor Upluuu says ; 

If I know any thing, / know certainly that the true resting-plaoe of 
mj soul is and must be in the Infinite }/liad ; that it is not and cannot 
be Mtywhere dse. PochAps no put of the Scriptures, dnrini^ tbo 

more recent periods of my experience, has affected me more than the 
prayer of our Saviour for his disoiples, ** That they all may be o«c, as 
thoUf Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one 

On page 8, the Profeflsor says, in Bpeaking of the neceanty 

of a change of heart, and of a knowledge of that change on 
our part :— - * 

■ 

Wbat is moop OF tub ATTAimntrtrl — 1. Tk$ direct witness of tkt 

Spirit. " The Spirit itself bf^nreth witness "^rith onr f'pirit that we ar© 
the children of God." <*He that abideth in me hath the witness in hin^ 
te{fy 

% TheiritnoBsofoiir own that ^wtanpflrs and acts are ftt^ 
astbo vord of Ctod requires. >' 

, Bat, sajB this Kin^qpoit gladiator, I ipeak the oommii 
M(h of «]1 orthodox Cot^v^tumaliats when I aaj, as I now 
do, thai this doctrine is false, nnsoriptnral,'' eto. And 

again, he declares, as cited from page 35, that he never has 
Been this doctrine tanght by any evangelical writer, or any 
commentator on Roraatis or Galatians, pave in the writings of ,^ 
John Wesley and the teaohsra who follow him \ You are 
right, brother Fred,^ eiriaims every elder and pveaeher in the 
Athens Synod : you aie right f for we linre neyer seen or 
heard tell of this thing in'all the course of our cimtfid liveat 
IL Aj to the Bpi9cofpaHgm9, they hold the dootrine of the 
Direct Witness in the same sense in which it is held by Mr, 
Wesley and the Methodists. This fact no intelligent man 
can be ignorai^t ^, and this no man will deny, unless he is as 
«nseiiipiikms 'li Har as is F. A. Boss, or the membefi of the 
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' Athens Synod ! Hear the foUowini? extract from page 86^ 
of Buck's Theological Dictionary, under the caption of "JWc- 
ihodist Tenets and bear in mind that Buok is a Calvinut, 
aod Dot a ^llower of Wesloj. Br sajB 

Xhe (ioctriues of the Wesleyan Methodista a&b thb sams ad the 
Chareh of England, (llie Episcopdkn Choroli,) as set forth in her 
Utaxgy, artielMi and nomilies. . « 

What will this andieneetUiik when I Cell them, as I now 
do, that the twentt-five Articles of Religion set forth in 

the Methodist Discipline, by Mr. Wesley, were taken from the 
Creed of the English Episcopalians, and abridged for our 
convenience ? Wh^jt will you think when T tell you, as I now 
do, that Mr. Weslej was a miiiiBter of the English Episcopal 
Church, and that he iieTer separated therefrom to tlio d^ 
his death ! Don't be sniprised, for these are the &cts lA the 
oase/and no man knew them better than the anointed dan- 
deter to whom i a in this clay replying. The members of the 
'Synod may not have known these facts, for they, seem to 
have ncYer read^any thing but the productions of Boss's 
pen! ^ . ' 

But here is a short extract from a volume of sermons wiit-* 
ten and published by the Ber. John Hubbion in 1729^ «& 
able minister of the Episcopal Church 

Tke malignant oppositirn made to him (the Holy Spirit) by some, 
and the vile contempt cast upon him by others, are things which have 
quenched and grieved iiim, and caused him (o depart to that degree as 
herehy ahnost all vital religion is lost out cf onr world. Henoe it fs 
that the glory of Ood in Christ, the faith, joy, and zeal of Christians, 
are under such a clond at this day. it iiot| then, high tiiae to 
speak ? — Sermon on the Moly SpiriL 

I repeat, the Methodists and Episcopalians do not diller in 

doctrine : they never have. We ditier upon the subject of 

Church government^ the subject of Episcopacy^ that of OrdU 

wvlMn^ the authoiity of Frtibjfterjij the SuccmUm, etc., eto. 

« 

• • • 
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But I have no time to dwell upon these topics, or to cOQStimo 
time in fruitless etforLis to bIiow that the order of bishops and 
presbyters is one and the same. I leaye such men as Doetorg 
jStillingfleet, Miller, and WMtaker, and Arehbishopi Oranmer, 
Grindal, and TiUotaoni to settle these oontroTerted points. 

III. As to the Lutherans, for the yeiy reverse of what Mr. 
Boss has asserted; and the members of the Athens Synod have 
sworn to, I refer this assembly to MosheMs Ecclesiastical 
History, and to Martin Luther's Commentary on Galatians, 
a work| by the way^ whioh Mr. Boss and his syaodical under- 
strappers declared thej never heard of 1 

F(teTT-ONB proportions, eztraoted put of Luther^s worbi^ 
by Mder €i Pope -Leo, were eondemned as heretieal, sean- 
dalous, and offensive to pious ears ; and all persons were for- 
bidden to read his writings upon pain of death. One of these 
propositions wa^s that asserting the direct inf.ncvce of God'S 
Spirit in converting the soul, a doctrine to which the Chnrch 
of Borne never did sabseribe. These tacts are known to every 
reading and inteOigent man and woman in this assembly. 
But especially are they known to the members of the Lnthe* 
ran Church, several of whom I have the pleasure to address 
on this occasion. 

In further proof of what I assert, I could quote the Life 
of Luther, Hawies' Church History, and the second volume 
of the.Bislory of Charles Y. When I see to what extreme 
meanness this man Boss and his synodical assoctiates have re- 
sorted to injure the Methodist Obureb| I can scaroely avoid 
an excess of aorimoily and vehemence in the delivery of this 
address. 

IV. As it relates to t>ie J-^nptists, they are, of all the de- 
nomiuations named, the farthest from denying the truth of the 
doctrine of the Dirtet Witnen. Are there any BaptitU in 
this assemblj? 1 am answered^ jes; and I am glad to hear 
the xetponse. I hope you will UsIm. to me^not that I wisIl 
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ift enlist jon od <nir side of ihis oontcofeny, but beoaiue I 
wish jovL to see bow jon m nusfepreaented; ay, even^f/an* 

dlef0(f. Ton may resent^ or yon may submit; we Metbo^vti 
can fight our own batdcs, aud we intend to do it. * 

The Baptists teach that no man is a Christian, entitled lo 
membership lit their Church, or a £t subject for immersion, 
imtil he has the direct witness of God's Spirit Id the work 
of regeneiation. To proves this, I Juive the authoritiei* m_ 
^^Hippoa's Baptist Register/^ '^Evans's Sketch of Beligioos 
DettominatioQs/' nnd '^Adams^s Ylsw tii ReKgions/' Bnl I 
lay all these aside, and appeal to the sense of this assembly. 
Does not every one here know that the Baptists carry this 
matter &rther than eyen the Methodists do ? They wiii not 
reeeiTO a member into their Church until he ha» this, dir^d 
toiimn — ^nntil he can tell where, when, and how God, for 
Ghiisf s sake, pardoned his sins 1 And as to plunging one of 
you into this river here on my back, a Baptist preacher would 
not touch yon with a ten-foot pole, unless you testify your 
belief in the doctrine. And yet Koss and the Synod say. 
they teach the common faith of all orthodox Baptists when 
they say the doctrine is false, iSuiatieal, unseriptond, and of 
devilbh tendency r* ' 

y. But I proceed now to examine the faith of the Pres^ 
terians on this important but controverted point. And now 
for it, ladies \ now for it, gentlemen ! I hope to have your 
undivided attention, I have had thus far, for I propose to 
make out a stronger case against Mr. Eoss and his Synod in 
this ease than I haye done in anyj>f the deqpminational. 
•mes jusir disposed of ; and I shall rely alone upon Frtthtfte- 
nan authorities — I nay say, upon the yery authois cited by 
Mr. Koss in his love-letter to me, and in whom he says he 
believes, and by whom he says he swears ! 

The Bey. Matxh£W Poole, of England, an eminent Pres 
bjterian minisftwr, more than one hundred yean ago^ wrote 
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and jrablished a Commeiitary on the Soriptnresi and in ex- 
planation of this same text in Romans says : — 

The Spirit of adoption doth not only excite us to call upon God as 
oar Father, but it doth ascertain and assure us (as before) that we 
are lusjebildreii; tnd this it doth not br an outward Toloe, mCMih» 
Father to Jestu Christ, nor by an ange^ as to Damd and the Virffm 

Mary, but by an inward and secret suggestion, whercbj ho raiseth 
our hearts to this persuasion, that God is our Father and we are his 
children. This is not the testimony of the graus and ojperailkm Of tho 
Spu-U, but of the iS^ird Hsolf. 

The^y. John Brown, a Presbyteriaa divine of Soodand, 

published a body of divinity just one hundred ^years ago, and 
among other works a Dictionary of the Bible, in which, under 
the head Spirit" he says ; — 

The third person in the Godhead is particularly called Holy Sjpirit 
or Holy Gho8t» to express the mode of hie relation to the Father and • 
Son, end because he, by spiritual methods, works spiiitQal quaUtiet 

• and affections in na. He is the Spirit of adoption. t)\at brings us into 
the family of God, dwells in every one of God's children, and renders 
them conformable to his image. (Rom. viii. 15.) He is said to be 
wnU because authorized by the Father and Son — (John xri. 7) — to be 
given, because freely bestowed in his person, gifts, and graces — (Johu 
vii. 39} — and poured out^ because cnrcfuUy and plentifully bestowed. 
They that are joiaed to the Lord are one spirit, Christ and they haye 
the <ame Hc^f QhoH dwelling in them^ and they are oonfomed to him 
in the gradons temper of their sonL 

Bey. John Plavbl, of England, a distingaished Preshj- 
torian minister, on page 167 of his Whole Works has a sei^ 

mon on the text^ *^And you hath he quickened, who were dead 
in trespasses and nns/* in which he says 

Tben do webefiiin to Wfi when we bepn to hare union with Christ, 
the fountain of life, by hit Spirit communieaied to us. 

The Spirit of the LorH \< poured out nponus,^fo quicken us with the 
new spiritual life : it gives us an ease supematuralt a n&if tupermtural 
being, which is therefore called a new creature. 

The Spirit, who is 0od by nature, iwtttt m sad aetnates the soul 
whom he regenerates, and, by saaotifViiig, causes it to lire a divine 
life 

hme can make aaoth^ by any words to understand what that 
4 
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pleasure is which the renewed soiil/ee2fc?|^'iMeiHbron^aU its faeoltiei 
and aiEBctloiis in its coiumunioii with the Lord, and in tho 8ea!mff9vad 
wUneumf^ of his Spirit. 

President Edwards, the head and front of Presbjterian- 
ism in his day^ speaking of the gxeat revivai in New fi&gland 
iir ihe year 1784| and in defence of the enikunatm of the 
Bobjecte of that reTivaly says * 

Such extraordinary external effects of inward imprcssioDs Lavo not 
only been found in here and there a single person, but tliere have also 
been times wherein many have been thus affected. So it was in the 
year 162S)^ in the west of Sootland, in a time of a great outpouring 
of the Spirit of God. It was a frequent thing for many to be so ex- 
traordinarily seized with terror in hcnnnc' of tho wnr ], by tlio Spirit 
of God convincing them of sm, that they fell down and wero carried 
out of the churchy who afterwards proved most solid and lively Christ- 
ians. There have been instancei of persons erying out in transports 
of divine joy in New England. There has, before now, been both 
oryinsr out and falling down in this town, (Northarapton,) under 
awakenings of conscience, and in the pangs of the new birth, and also 
in some of the n^gfaboring towns. In one of them, more than seren ^ 
years ago, was a great number together that cried out and down ^ 
under convictions, in most of which, by good information, wa?' n hope* 
ful and abiding issue. — Hdwarde on ^evioak, p« 126, and onward. 

Br. SootTi an Episcopaliaa^ approved by Presbyterians, in 
commenting upon this yeiy text of Mr. Wesley, says - 



The Holy Spirit, by producing in believers the affections which duti- 
fiil children bear to a wise and good father, attests their adoption into 
his family: while they are examining themselyes eonoeming the re* 

ality of their conversion, and find scriptural evidence of it, the Holy 

Spirit shines on kie own tforjfc, excites their holy affections, and thus 
puts tho matter beyond doubt. This witness is borne along with that 
(witness) of our own consciences, not without it, nor against it. 
* 

Rev. Matthew Henry, a Presbyterian uiinister of dis- 
tinction, referred 4q by Mr. KosS; in a sermon on this tcxt^ 
says i-^ 



that are sanctified have OocCe Spirit, witnessing with their apirite 
that they are the children of Ood; crndm thk tkt^QAKmn et the^ ojmn 
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Db. Doddridge, one of Mr. Ross's faroriteSi aajs, in a 
fiermon oa thid same text in Komaos : — . 

So hfifthe JSpirit htmie^, hj his intsbsal akd oeaoious opebatioks^ 
heanAtribuuwHk tktAMtwma, ov ooftsnBiTS, thai lovAU tbx chiui* 

And stiU Mr. Eoai affinns that he never iaw ao j biicIi nj- 
Ings as the foregoing in the writinge of any oommentator on 

Romans or Galatians, or anywhere else in the writinp^s of 
any evangelical men, save tliose of Wesley and the leaders 
who follow him. The Synod at Athena^ ''with absolute una- 
nimity/' say that th^ are as ignorant as Boss is — that they 
never read the ttandard auikion of th«r own Chnreh 1 

But, ladies and gentlemen, I will tronhle yon with iiTo 
other anthorities npon this point, before I dismias the eab- 
ject; and this I do more for the purpose of showing up the 
ridiculous position of Rriss and his sjnod, than with a view 
to instruct or edify you. These two authorities are also 
Presbyterian, and they are evangcUcaV to all intents and 
purposes. The first is the Frethjfterian Ckmfemon of Faith 
^^iaS| the ^'Arabian Nights* Entertainments*' » an old* 
fluihioned' woilr, truly abounding with all the eztravap^noe 
of Eastern hyperbole ! Here it is, the old Sa^brook platform 
— a real old Calvioian 74-pounder! Face up, witness, to Ross 
and his synod, who in your eyes mofit be worse than iniideifl| 
for they have denied the faith I 

On page 77 of the Gonfeqsbtti ohiq;». xriii., treating of 
^ The Assnranoe of Qraee and Salvation/* this venerable old 
platform says : 

AlthoTtgb hjfpoerUei aad other ^nre^f«luraii mm may Tainly deeeiye 

themselves with false hopes and carnal presumptions of being in the 
favor of Gol and ci^tntc of pnlvntion, which Impc of theirs shall 
perish* yet such as truly Vielicve in the Lord Jesu^. and love him ia 
uncerity, endeaToring to walk in all good conscienco before him, nu^, 
di lift li^ «w«aMiy ewM^ <*4tf ^ art m « 
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rejoice m tlie hope of the gloxy of Qod, which hope ahall nerer make 
them a&b&med. 

IL TJiis cmtmty is not » bar* Mi^eetaimL and probaUe peiwudoii, 
gromided upon a fallible hope, but an infallible msurance of faith, founded 
upon the (iivine truth of the promises of salvation, the inward evi^ 
deuce of those graces unto which these promises are made, the Ua- 
Hnrny of the Spirit of adoption vntiuttrnff ftUh war ^rirSU thai weaniki 
chUdrm ^ Ood, which Spirit is the earneit of <rar iimaiiteiioa, whwebgr 
we M Bealed to the daj of redemptioii. 

H^e it will be seen that the OoufessioDj in tuning this 
doctrine €i the Direct Witness, says that ^'^jpoorites and 
oilier imxegeDerate men" — raoh as Boss and the membera of 
the Athens synod^siaj Tainlj deoeiye thenuelyei'inUL &ke 
hopes, hnt declares that their hopes shall perish! And in 
quoting Scripture to prove its position upon the Direct Wit- 
ness, it is remarkable that the Confession cites Mr. Wesley's 
text : The Spirit itself beareth witnesa with our spirits, that 
we are the diildren of God 1'^ 

The next authority we offer is from the second volume of 
file OalTinistic Magazine^ published in Bogersvillej in 1828. It 
b from a printed sermon on "The Pm>fe of onr Religion/' 
in which it is declai ed and proveu that a man denying this 
doctrinn of the Direct Witness is a hypocrite, or has no 
religion. Who do you suppose delivered this sermon, and 
superintended its publication? J^ederick Augustm Rots! 
Yes, Mr. Boss dias preached twenty yean ago. I will only 
trouble you with the foHowing extract^ fouftd on page 860 of 
the TohiBie I hoid in my band : 

And tiie doetrine of the Trinity [or Direot Wttness} is wonderfolly 

adapted to riffect the heart; for in the Scriptures it is never mentioned 
as a mere fact, in which our affections are not concerned, but is always 
brought before us in connection with the glorious work of redemption. 
There we are told lyf the Father's unspeakable lore In tiie gift ef his 
Bon; of tiie Son's obedience even unto the death of the cross; of the 
Holy Spirit, cominfj in hve, tent by the Father and the Son, to rfiqmrroi% . 
thi sinner ^ and to pur if to enlighten, to give p^ace and Joy to the beluver. 
There is, therefore, a moral meaning in the Trinity. A man then 
must nu his hent enr e ritowiagwith lofe to fiod the Father tut the 
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gift of bis Son. He most feel that the Holy Qhost is prbsbkt, 
APPLTOfo TH181 TRUTHS TO HIS HB^fiT, befoM he casi loiow the mean- 

ing of the Trinity, [or Direct Witness.] No man ever did beliere in 

the mcfinin?? of this doctrine who was a strfingerto the feelings I have 
described, and no man ever D^ISD THE DOCTEXKK WHOSE SOUL WAS 
FILL£D WITH TUKSfi AFFECTIONS. 

Tlds was tl^ doctrine Mr. Roes preached iwenij jean ago. 
And why? Becauae he solenmly swore, when he was 
ordained a minister, that he would preach and defend this, 
and every other doctrine taught in the Coufession. And 
these ministers seated behind me know, and will tell you, 
that they regard the ordination vow of a ole^man as more 
Bolomn, and even more binding, than any oath adminiatered 
by a jnstioe of the peace. Twenty years ago, then, Mr. Boss 
9wore that he helieTed this doctrine of the Direct WUne99f 
and would preach and defend it. Bnt two years ago, in thin 
same town of Ro<j:ersville, on the Lord's day, before a lare:e 
assembly, in a sermon against this doctrine, he held up his 
right hand, and bringing it down to the board, swore^ This 
doctrine of the Direct Witness is false, fanatical, unscriptu- 
ral, and of misohieyons tendency, SO HELP ME GOP I'' - 
And in October of the same year he Induced an entire synod 
to swto the same fklse qath, and to perjure themselves in the 
sight of high Meaven ! 

Ladies and gcDtlemen! You now begin to see, even if it 
he '^through a glass, darkly," whjf it is that Mr. Ross has not 
met me at this place to-day, as was expected, and even desired, 
by his friends, if they were sincere in their professions. Be- 
fore I am through I intend yon to see — ^if not ''face to hc^/' 
which cannot he in his absence — bnt X intend you to see as 
clear as a auubcam, the reason of bis non-appearance. It is 
not because I am beneath his notice — ^no, he tells me other- 
wise in this beauti/ul letter of his, just read in your }\enring. 
Besides, he knows, and his^ friends know, that I stand fair in 
mj own Ohnreh; tibat I am recogniied by th|> Chnreh to 
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which I bcloDg as a local elder in good standing. lie knows, 
and so do his friouds, that altliough I commenced my review 
of the man and his writings upon my own hook, still my 
Chorob xeopgnizes me as a trae exponent of her principles in 
ft oontroveroy with Mr, Rofls. And yon all know that if the 
Metliodist Ohnieh is worthy of heing put down, the ought to 
be iemolisbed tbxongb her €ushunoUdffed organif and in no 
other way can she be demolished. 

I am, no doubt, safe in saying that President Collins never 
would have condescended to meet F. A. Boss in discussion, 
but for the. fact that he was, and still is, the acknowledged 
organ of the New Sehool Pieebytexian Choroh in aljl thia 
oonntiy. Mr. Bobs, hinifldfi is a Iow-bred| false-hearted, 
adulterons, and unprincipled free negro, unworthy of the 
notice of the high standing and literary rank of the Presi- 
dent of Emory and Henry College; but on account of the . 
Church which puts him forth, and backs him, be is entitled 
to notice. 

Now, in the veiy wmt aspect of the ease, I am not more 
d^raded than the mMe leader of the Presbyterian Cflhoroh; 
and on aoconnt of my fetation to the Methodist Ghnroh, I too 

am entitled to notice. So you all think, by nodding your 
assent. Why, then, is your champion not here? Because 
he dared not attend. He would stick his head in the fire 
before he would meet me in the presence of such a crowd as 
this, and have me brand him with falsehood, foigexy, slander, 
and adnlteiy, as I would do, and make him submit to it! 
Yes, if he were in this stand bdiind me, I would turn upon 
him, as Nathan did upon David, and staring him full in the 
face, I would tell him. Sir, thou abt the MAN I - 

Thx dspeavity or the man I — Under this head, ladies 
and gentl^en, I propose, in a Teiy brief manner, to exhibit 
•ome proofs of the deep, darir^ and damning depmvily of 
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this man Boss. The following passage againtt the doctrine 
of (he Direct Witness occurs in the writings of Dr. Chal- 
MKR8, one of the most pious, eloquent, and celebrated Proi- 
byterian divines of Scotland — a gentleman who departed this 
life twelve moaths ago, at the advanoed ag« of 70 jean. In 
this pssssgei Dr. Ghalmem pments ths aignment of Uio 
infdel ohJeciori» this dootrinei and so iMet com kimid/f 
hot Boss has neither the msDlinsst nor the moral honesty to 

. tell this. Chalmers says: 

Does nr t this doctrine of a revelation of the Spirit, it may be asked, 
additional to the revelation of the Word, open a door to the Biost un- 
bridled fariety t May it not giya a sanetton to any conoepttons ef any 
▼isionary pretenders, and clothe in all the authority of inspiration a 
«(?t of doctrines not to he f un l "nithm the compass of the written 
record ? Does it not set aside the usefulness of the Bible, and break 
in upon the unity and con^istencj x»f rerealed truth, by letting loose 
iipon the world a succession of fancies as andlaM aad as variable as ara 
the eaprieea of the human imagiaatioiit 

In repl^f ])&. Chalhses says : 

All Tery true, did v/o pretend that the office of the Spirit was to 
reveal any thing additioiial to the informatioii, whether in the way of 

doctrine or of duty, which the Bible sets before us. Bat his office, as 

defined by the BiWe itself, is not to make known to us any truths which 
are not contained in the Bible, but io make clear to our understandings 
the ^ths which are contained in it. He opens our understandings to 
nadentand the Scriptures. The word of God is called the SwokI of 

tho Spirit. It is tho instrument by which the Spirit worketh. He 
do«'S not tell u? any thing that is out of the record, but all that is 
within it he smde home with cUariietM and effect upon the mwuL — Chal- 
mers's Works, p. 126w 

Again : 

Tt is surely not necessary that the Spirit odd any thing to the truth 
of God*s omniscience, as it is pat down in the written record. It will 
be enough thiat he gives to the aiiad npon which he operates a steady 
aad enduring mprtuiion of tUs trolh.'^lliid, p^ 127. 

Again, speaking of an un regenerate man, he says : 

Only g;rnnt tis the unrlcniaVtle truth, that he may understand how 
he cannot didceru the thiuga of the Spirit unless the Spirit reveal them 
to him; and yet with this naderetanding, he may not be one of those 
in bel^ltf of whom the Spirit bath acliM% iate^^oeOd with his peOD* 
Uar offiee of rfviMNk— Ibidr p. 
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In these last repeated exfracts, Br. Chalmers goes on to 
teach and vindicate the Direct Witness — not only so, hut he 
overturns the arguments of these infidel objectors. All this 
Bobs nn^eotood p^eetly. JBut the faoMdj uaj, the /orgeiy 
lie perpetrates iritk malice aforeUumght^ and; as I beliersi 
bmg instigated hy the Devil, and not lumng the fear of Gk>d 
before his eyes ! 

My audience ! the man who would do this thing is not too 
good to forge a uote of hand upon his neighbor for $100, ono 
<lAy after date ! He is not too |;ood to utter a lie, too ! He 
is prepared for 'Hreason, stratagem, and spoils/'-^nd. that 
man is F. A* Ron, the leader and ehampbn of New Sehool 
Presbyterianism I 

Mr. Wesley, in his^ Works, declares that at the time he 
began to raise up his societies ia London, vital religion was 
weU-nijh lost and forgotten^ This statement Mr. Boss 
declares to be one of boastitig and lying, and in saying that, 
the Synod of Eaist Tennessee affirms that he told the truth, 
aoeortfing to the Scripiares I 

Hete is what Dr. Watto says in bis **J^faas to An Eumibk 
Attempt to revive Vital Religion,^ in 1736: 

Among the papers published last year, there hath been some inquiry 
• made whether there be any decay in the '^diasentmg" interest, aiNl 
what may have b«en supposed to have baen thi oecaalon of it So 
far as I haTo Boarchod into that matter, I hare been informed that 

whatsoever decrease may have appeared in some placo"^, there haro 
been Fcnsiblo advances in others. And without entciing into any 
debate about the particular reason of its declensiuxi in any tawn 
ivhataoeTor, i am well aatisfied that the great and general reason is 

THE DECAY 09 TITAL BKLIGION IN THE HEARTS AITD I1TB8 <tf MEN ; and 

the little success which the miaistrations of the gospel have had of 
late for the conversion of sinnoi'S to holiness, and the recovery of 
them from the state of corrupt nature and the coarse of this world, 
to the life of God by Jesus Christ — Nor is the complaint of the de- 
clension of virtue nnd piety made only by the Protestant di-^^ontorg. 
It i? a general matter of mournful observation among all tli:U lay the 
cause of God to heart, aud therefore it cuimut be thougiit amiss for 
every one to use all jnst and proper dforts for the recovery of dying 
rti^ in the world. 



« 
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From Buck's Theological Dictionary, page oG9, under the 
liead MetbodLstfly'' I take the foliowiug: 

At the tbne soeistj was formed, it was saad' that the whole 

kingdom of England was tending fast to infidelity. **It is come,*' 
says Bishop Butler, *♦ I know not how, to be taken for greintod by 
many persons, that Christianity is not so much as a subject of inquiry, 
hat that it ii now at length diaoorer^ to be fietitioita; and aecord- 
4o|^ fhey ^at it as if, in the present age, this wore an agreement 
among all people of discernment, and nothing remaiued to set it 
Tip as a principal .subject of mirth nrirl ridicule, as it wei o, l>v way of 
rupritiui lur its iiaviug so long interrupted the pleasures ui ilic world." 
There Is every reason to believe that the Methodbts were the instro- 
ments in stemming this tonent. The sick and the poor also tasted" 
the fruits of their Tabors and benevolence: Mr. Wesley abridged him- 
self of all his euperiluities, and proposed a fund for the relief of the 
indigent; and so prosperous was the scheme, that they quickly 
increased their fiind to eighty pounds per annum. 

In Watson's Life of Wesley, an author quoted by Mr. EosSj 
page 62) I find the foUowingt 

A more striking instance of th6 rapid deterioration of religions Ugiht 

and influence in a country scarcely occurs, than in our own, from the 
Restoration till the rise of Methodism. It affected not only the Church, 
but the dissenting sects, in no ordinary degree. The Presbyterians 
had commenced their course through .fliianism dowu to Socinianiiim j 
and those wlioheld the do6trineB of Calvin had, in too many instaaeeSv 
by a course of hot-houH pknimg, ImmiaUi ikm into ihe fatal and 
disgusting errors of Antinomianism, There were, iiideed, mnny happj 
exceptions; but this was the osNsaAL statb of religion and morals 
in the country, when the Wesleys, Whitefield, and a few kindred 
spurits came forth» ready to sacrifice ease* repatalion, and even lilb 
itM; to produflie a refonnatiolu 

And now, my audience, in further proof of what Mr. Wes- 
ley has said about the morals of Europe, and by way of cer- 
tificate for the molality of Prcsbyterianism, 1 beg leave to 
cite the testimony — ^not of a Methodist, or a Baptist, or a 
Latheran, or an Episcopalian, but of the whole Presbyterian 
Ohur(^h of Scotland, met in General Aipembly. Let not this 
audience, and the few spie9 sent here to take notes of what 
I say, charge thnt I am slandering the Presbyterians of 
Scotland — the witnesses are the uliited Fathers of their 
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Ohttroh. In the pieunUe to an act (tf their Aflsemblj; pasMd 
in the year 1678, it is openlj set forth that 

The Ccneral Assembly of the Kirk finding universal corruption of 
the whole estates of the body of the realm, the great coldness and 
■lAokuMS in religion in the neateat part of the profeaeon of the mbo, 
with the daily incroam of lu hand of fearful sins and enoniiitie8» as 

incests, adulteries, murder", frommitted in Edinburgh and Stirling.) 
cursed sacrilege, ungodly tjcdilion and division Tfithin the bowels* of 
the realm, with all manner of disordered and ungodly living, etc. etc. 

In 1648| just two hnndred yean ago^ and coming down 
more nearly to Mr. WeAefv time, the General Assembly 

again testifies to the state of Presbyterian morality in Scot- 
land. I read from " Breckcnridge and Hughe&'s Discussion/' 
page 397. The Assembly says : 

Ignorance of God, and of his Son Jeans Christ, prevailed exoeed* 
Ingly in the land: that it were impossible to reckon up all the abomi* 

nations that were in the land; nn l that the blaspheming of the nam© 
of God, swearing by the creatures, profanation of the Lord's day, 
nncleanliness, excess and rioting, yanity of apparel, lying and deceit, 
railing and coraing, arbitrary and uneontroUed oppraoaion, and grind- 
ing the faces of tlie poor by landlords, and othofa in placas of power^ 
were become ordinary and common sins. 

« 

The testimouj of the As>uc iMto Synod of Scotland, as late 
as the year 1778, and coming down to Mr. Wesley's time, is 
of the following import : 

A general nnbetief of reraaled religion (prevaila) among the higher 

orders of our countrymen, which hath, by a necessary consequence, 
produced, in vast numbers, an absolute indifferonco as to what they 
laelieve, either concerning truth or duty, any further than it may 
comport wtlfa thdr worldly xiewa. 

But the question under consideration here is not whether 
Presbyterians were, or were not, in those days, less moral 
than other denominatioDS^ whioh seems to have heen the ^ct, 
themselves being withesses — but ia whether or not Mr. Wesley 

Itedf as eharged by Ross and the Athens syned^ when he said, as 

he did, that vital reUgion' was becoming extinct in the 
whole kingdom ot England, when he began to raise up his 
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societies. I haye shown, by testimony that no court or jury 
can reject, that Mr. Ross is the /mr, and that his synodical 
associates are the slanderers. Among these is your pastor^ 
jfafr. Palmer, as painful, tm it may be to some of you to haye 
}m name used in this conneolion. The oalj apology I oaD 
offer for the sjaod is, that its aayiDga and doings were eter- 
nally, omiiipoten%, and immutably ^^foreordained" 

Mr. Ross and his synod, by partisan blaspheming, and by 
their malignant abuse, hare compelled me to enter into this 
oral, disputation, as as the one we are carrying on through 
the medinm of the press. I haye already taught them a few 
laets lespeetlng their religion^ as well as mine, with whioh 
they seem to liaye been unacquainted before. And before I 
am done with these shameless tradncers, I will make them 
ashamed of tliemselves, if their foreheads are not ^eirifiedf 
and impervimis to a hiui<,h ! 

On page 87 of Mr. Ross's slanderous ^'Tract^'' you will 
find the extract I now read you, oommencing after a/ti^ etop^ 
and winding np with a period* I wish you to liiUbea to it 
attendvely, and neeolleet Its diarge and senf^mei^ as upon 
this paragraph I fbnnd the charge of vyilful lying and malig- 
nant slandej'f both against 3Ir. Ross and the synod. Lis^n 
^ to the base and infamous libel : 

I beg, in this connection, to say that all my Swedenborgian quota- 
tScns «>• tnm Mr. Wedey'a ** Tlioiights on the Writings of Baroa 

Swedenborg." (Vol, vii p. 1'26, v.fc.) And that it is rrmaiknble ^Tn. 

WCSLET KOWHKBB CUALLKNOKB SWXDXKBOaa'S CUUM TO V|810K» SUX 
KATUE& 8KEM8 TO ADMIT 1T! ! 

Now, ladies — yon loo, gentlemen — hear the testimony 

which shall convict these reverend LIARS! They give 
chapter, and verse, and %^oluiiie of Wesley's Workj? — the very 
book I hold in mjf hand I And well they may } because this 
hook eontains the only tract or article by Mr. Wesley, in 
esisteneey agsiast the wnlings of Bason Swedenhoi|^ as eyeiy 
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intelligent Methodist knows. Hero it if, headed as Mr. Ross 
saya^ covering eight leaves or sixteen pages in this book, vol. 
Tii. ef Weslej's Works^ pagM 426-440. Mr. Wesley 

MAny 7ee» ago the Baron, eane orerto Bngland, and lodged at ono 
Mr. Brookmer'Sy who ioformod toe, and the same information was 

given me hy Mr. Mathps'ms, a very serious Swedish clergyman, (both 
of whom were alive when Ileft London, and, I suppose, are so still,) 
tkat while he was in his house he had a violent fever; in the height 
of'whieh, bdng totally ddirions, he broke ftrom Mr. Brookmor, ran 
into the street stark naked, proclaimed himself the Messiah, and rolled 
himself into the mire. I suppose he dates from this time his admis- 
sion into the society of angeLs. From this time we are undoubtediv 
to date that peeoBar speefea of insanity wtdoh attended him^ with 
soaroe any intermission, to the day of his death. 

" LlLall history I find but one instance of an insanity parnllel to this. 
I mean that related by the Roman poet of the gentleman at Argos, in 
other respects a sensible man. 

I make no somples to afllrm this is as asrant nonsense as was ever 
pronounced by any man in Bedlam. 

Be thi«; a specimen of the Baron'*' ?ki!l in expounding the Scriptures. 
Come wo now to his memorable visions and revelations. 

Any serious man may observe that many of these are sillv ^d 
ohildish to the last degree; that many otiiers are amazingly odd and 
whimsical; many palpably absurd, contrary to all sound reason; and 
many more contrary, not only tp particular texts, but to the whole 
tenor of Scripture. 

Who ffinminated ^ther laeoli Behmen or Bsron Swedenborg Hatly 
to oontradict these things? It could not be the God of the holy 
prophets, for ho is always consistent with himself. Certainly it was 
the spirit of darkness. And in'^eed **tiie light which was in them 
was darkness," while they labor tu kill the never-dying worm, and to 
pQt ont the nnquenohable fire! And nith what fkee oan any profess* 
ing to believe in liie Bible give any countenance to the9e dreamers 
thiit filthy dreamer in prtrtirular, who takes cnve to provide harlots, 
instead of hro and brimstone, fur the devils and damned spirits in 
hell! 0 my brethren! let none of you that fear God recommend sneb 
a writer any morel much lees Ubor to make the deadly poison palate- 
ble, by sweetening It with all care! All his folly and nonsense we 
may excnse, but not his making God a liar — not his contradicting, in 
80 flagrant a manner, the whole oracles of QodI True, his taies are 
often exeeediugly lively, and as entertaining as the tales of the fidries, 
but I dare not give up my Bible for them ; and I must give up one or 
thr other. If thf preceding extracts are from God, then the Bible is 
only a fnblp; but if "all Scriptnros are given by inspiration of God,'* 
then lot these dreamei*s sink mtg the pit from whence they came. 

Wak^, May 9, 1782. Jomt Wssur. 
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The 6LANIIERS ooMPLAiNXD OF. — Lftdies and genHemeD : 

under this head 1 propose to present you orher iii^J- difiVrent 
views of this controversy from those u])Om wliieh T have dwelt 
thus far. Ilaviog said a good deal to-day of a severe charac- 
ter against Mr. Ross and the Atkteo? synod, and intending, 
befoie 1 leave itm stand, to say a good deal more, I wUl * 
briefly present our gnmnd of camjplaintf as Mfithodists, in 
• jnsUfioation of my course, anS of my alrase. In other words, 
I will, for the information of such in this large assembly as 
have not had access to the Calvinistic 3Iagazine/' in which, 
under various heads, within the last three years, this man 
Boss, and the pliant tools of the synod — ^who go at his bid* 
ding and oome at his call — haye taken occasion to express 
themselves most fseely as to the ^norance, deigradationf 
hypocrUyj eorrupHon, md even tn/afny, of the memherthip 
mad ministry of the* Methodist Episcopal Ghnrcli in the 
United States. They talk about abuse! The disciples of 
Ross, Palmer, Morrison & Co., are the last people on earth 
who should complain of my abuse, or the abuse of any Me- 
thodist who attempt!" a refutation of the slanders of Hoss. 
That vile man and bis associatas have attempted to immolate 
the whole Methodist Church npon the braaen altar otpmondi 
ahuset The language of bitter reproacii and Aborning invec- 
tive has been exhausted upon our members, ministers, doc- 
trines, and discipline, by this anointed band of calumniators. 
And as to Koss himself, St. Giles has been put to the blubli 
in the filthiness of the epithets which he has bestowed upon 
the living and the dead of our Church I And yet, as if in 
mockery of all haman sinceri^, as if fhtending to add insult 
to Injury, the vile advocates of this man, «ad the dirty little 
whippers-in, cry out that we substitute abuse for argument ! 

I will bring toiiether, in this part of my address, a few 
only of the publislied opinions of these slanderers, and of the 
hard .apeeches; which these ungodly siaueis have uttered 
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against our Church. I beseech every lady and geotleman 
uoder the sound of my voice lo hear these sayings^ paticntlj 
«iid impartially. I will read to jon from the Magazines them- 
atHyes, giving chapter and Terse; and inyitb any gentleman 
present, who may feel fvet to do so, to stand at my side and 
see that I lead oorreotly. 

In the x^iagazine for August, 1840, the Rev. Slanderer says: 

Bat the broad fact remains, after all conco^'sioTis, that Metliod ism 
is a debauched pietism^ in whicli the imnginrition has mn wilfl, n'ld 
passion, bodily sympathy, and mysticiam are supremo, wliile true 
moral character is subordinate and degraded. We speak out mA 
ehaUeago oxamination. We speak out and say that rottenness la in 
the very bonei at the moral Hf idu m ereated by Methodism, to an 
awful ex^nt * , , 

In the Magazine for Kovemher, 1846, %e says : 

ft is sometimes nsked, with great greenness, what business hare 
we, the editors ot the Calyinistic Magazine, with the Methodist syl^ 
tern? We answer^just Ihe same business we would have if a man 
living in the same house with us had a barrel of gunpowder ip his- 

rooTTf. We think we should have the right tu try to get that powder 
out of the house. So we have the right to expose popery, and pre- 
lacy, and Methodism, dangerous to the civil and religious liberty^ 
of oar country. 

We said in tlic Outset that this article is No. 1. We have materials 
for nt least twelve numbers of the OrMt Trm Wheel, in which, if 
8pare4» we will show the beginnings of Homanism in as many par- 
ticulars in tlm^Methodist Episcopal CHiurch. And as proof of what 
is to come, we feel sure no candid man will rise from the reading of 
this number without saying, witji a long breath, "Well, Methodism is 
worse than X thought it was." 

In the Maganne for April, 1847, in the seoond number of 
his "Iron Wheel/' he aays : 

We have often remarked n j c culiar insensibility, as a characteristic 
of the Methodist cpmmon mass, a peculiar inxensibilUy to moral honor 
wid inte</rity ofekoi^KUr, We hare not dropped this senteDee in hSsly 
writing. We say ddSbanOdif it is eo-^it is so— wina ahd imap. 

Upon this last extract indulge nic in offering a word of 
comment; He says the Methodist common masses are insen- 
sihle to moral hcmor and integrity of ohan^sr-^that is to 
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aay, they are destitute of both I Has it then come to 
Htm, thai a Christian people will sustain a mimsier who 
openly oomes out and charges that the common numef of one 
of the most mtmerona seets m this eoontry, a highly leopeet- 
able and evangelioal denomination^ are destitute of monJ 
honesty and integrity of eharseter? What oonsCitntes a 
gentleoiaa and a Christian, in this community? I answer, 
moral honesty and integrity of character. This is all any 
man possesses that renders him worthy of the esteem of his 
fc1 ]ow-m6n. He who has neither is a mockery of a man-Hi 
burlesque of onr noble speeies— « beast in human Ibrml 

But who are our common mssMS ? On mj rights they ave 
those young men, sons of honest fhrmers and meohanieSy who 
eat bread by the sweat of their brows ! On my left, they are 
those Metliodist mothers and daughters, the wives and chil- 
dren of the farmers and mechanics of this eountry — the better 
part of society — who wash their own clothes, sweep their own 
houses^ spin and weaye their own garments, and oook their 
own yictnals I You — yeS| $fon, young ladies and young gen* 
tiemen whom I address — are chaiged, by this Tile dandefor 
and dirty filackgnard, with beii^ destitute of moral honesty 
and intepirity of character; and the Athens Synod, to a man, 
swore upon their oaths that he toM the truth when he miide 
the charge. Yes, this big, two^ted ditch-digger and grass- 
cutter, the Bev. Mr. Palmer, who sometimes preaches to yoil 
in this Tillage, declared by his Tote in this Synod, that you, 
his neighbors, were just this d^;iaded set si poor wietehes that 
Boss has charged J 

Again : on page 135 of the same number^ he says : 

It hf^rdens the conscience to moral obligations. It prostrates body 
and soul under the feet of an irresponsible ministry. It injures the 
p^ety of the goo4 man. It encoiurai^es bypocrisj. It mast» if fully 

Oiloe mom hf sayi, in hia aitiele styled '^Iiob Wheels 
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It is aatoimding Uiat any eet of meu, after tlie American Revolution, 
Blioiild hftT« dwed to fftbrleate, And ati in iiiotioii» thie gre»t limi 
Whed of the Itinerancy ! Joat look ftt it» md jou see it is s perfect 

system of passive obedience and non-resistance. 

The thing is a naked despotism — imperial power, in an eoclesiAStical 
aristocracy, nnblushingly aTOwed and eloried in. 

The system is dangeitms to our Ubertfes, ciril and religious. It 

ougiit to he nnr]pr>!triod and done away, by public opinion, cmightoned 
by tho spirit of tkeJBible; and tiie mojement to do it awajr cannot 
be too soon. 

The Methodist qretem If death to aU the inititiitions for irhieh 
Washmgtom, fought and. fireemeii died t 

Besides these, in the Magazine for April, 1847^ he intro- 
daoes certain Latin Questioru and Antwen, liable to be asked 
of married women and tingle girls/* in our band and olass- 
meetings, wbioh be asserts tbey "are hound Ho- anevjer,'* and 

which bring these females under priestly controV — charg- 
ing, in substance and in fact, that Methodist females who 
frequent these meetings are STRUMPETS, and that our 
ministers are a set of FORNICATORS I We will not inte^ 
pret or add the LaHn in questbn^ becanae of its reyoIiTXNO 

OBSCXNITT. 

9 

Baring tbe sitting of the Supreme Conrt in Knozville, in 

September la&t, a distinguished lawyer, an elder in Mr. Ross's 
church, wrote hitn frankly, that the Methodists retrarded him 
as charging the Methodist females as aforesaid^ and requested 
bim to disavoto snch charges or intention, in bis next Maga- 
sine. To tbis be replied witb great wanntb; on page 832 of 
the Oetober nnmber : 

» Is it all pnre and proper to tell in Latin wbat Rome does? Bnt is 
it all filthy, it we tell in the same l4atiu what Methodism would do 
"if the olase ooDfeaslfBal was enforced as Mr. Wesley planned it, and 
as it is in the dieoipBnet*' Obsoem^! Why, every thinking man 

knows that this or}' of modesty i?^ hypocritical cant, to hide the class 
and band. Obscenity! We have NOTniim to kk( Rnther the 

more earnestly we desire that Methodist mothers may rend that very 
page in the CalTinistto Magaiine. UeepectMly we urge her to tea^ 
it alono with her husband, and to ask him the English of the Latin. 
Then let her remember that the priest has a right to ask of ladies 
these questions. After this» will she eompare the Latin questions to 
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be pat by lite prtesU, with-tho quastiona required to be asked in the 
HimI at evory meeting? Th^n vAy dif pnty €h)d to shield her and 
ber daughters from the horrid consua;imation of the class confessional, 
** if enforced as Mr.J/t^Iegr pktfwiod and as it is in the diMiplina." 

Thus, it will be seen lie takes nothing back. Rather, he 
eaySi let the Methodist mother ^' praj Uod to shield her and 
her daughter from the horrid consummaHon of the olaQS 
coDfesaional OtmnmfOHtwn Webster defines thus: iUho 
meet inUmaie union of ^ §exe9t" 

Now, in reference to this l^fflgazine, and ftll its elanders, the 
Atliens Synod, on the i-lli of October, 1846, without a 
DISSENTING VOICE, as Mr. Boss boasts, adopted the following 
resolution^ and pohliflhed it in the Maga^ne for November of 
that year : 

]$.eiolvedt That synod recommend tho Calviuistic Magazine, pub- 
lished under the editorial eare of Ber. Isaac Anderson, 0, D., F. A. 
Koss, James King, and Jakes MeChain,* AS A MOST EXCELLENT 
PERIODICAL HI 

To show this audience that I do not err in saying that all 
this slander of the Tract'* and "Magazine" is but the lan- 
guage of- the Synod — of the Church^I herewith read what 
J^. JBla^:hufn,f a Presbyterian jireacher of MaiyTiUei said 
in the Knozville Better of the 5th of January, 1848. 
This reverend gentleman, reflecting the sentiments of Dr. 
Anderson, the senior editor of the Magazine, aud of the Sjuod 
of which he is a member^ or liable to be in turn^ says : 

Mr. Boss has, in associathm with three other n^nisters and eoSditors^ 

enunciated our views on Methodist Churoh government. T^e Calvin^ 
itUe Magazine is our rc^nlarhj forr^tihtted orrjan : artd ttnfil i'a ieachitiffS 
are dixavowed, is properly taken as our true exponent. We subscribe to 
« The Great Iron Wheel" our cordial assent. We are to be held ac- 
oonntable oi a Churek, beeanse the Magaihie was called into existence^ 



* It is proper to Say, that while the other gentlemen were assomate 

editors, Mr. Eoss wrote all these Aiolent articles. 

t Mr. Blackburn is now the editor of ^ha»'* Pre«byterian Witneee,'* 
at Kuoxville, 1866. 
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iuid the editors appointed bywlen^ vote of our si/nod^To the Caesar 
«f paUtc judgment eliaU gq. |fany bare been the tiAdes pab« 
lifibed against the Magazine: faU on m. We have, hoivcver, 
never complained; and, by the grace of God, neyer sh ill. We believe 
there are errors in Arminianism — corruption and tyrain^y in Method- 
ist Church governmeut ; and thin belief we wiii pruclaiiu tu the world, 
though we irere assured that the powdhi ff earth, aad all thb foreign 
aid they could gety were eomhined against us.** 

Here is a frank and open coD^ei^ii^ in one of the political 
joornalB of East TennesBeei by a Piresbytemn pieaober, that 
Mr. BoBB 18 tiie great boa-oonstrictor of the New School 
Chnreh^ and the strife of the Athens Synod, (whose life is a 

perfect romance of calumny !) who has used the names of the 
members of the Synocl as saddle-hags, in which to deposit his 
slanders I Here is a confession to the effect that the members 
of the Synod were the pHoi-^fishes to this great shark ; hut 
neither Mr. Blackburn, nor nataialistSj have informed us what 
portion of ihe spoiU tJiB pilot>£»h is entitled to I 

In ad^tion to what is said in the Magazine, we Subjoin a 
few exUacta from a book published by Mr. Ross, entitled, » 
''The Direct Witness,^ ^ etc. On page 92, he says : 

m 

The doctrine ot the direct witness of the Sfniit, as taught ^ Mr. 

Wesley, is mischievous in its tendency. Mischief to the soul of man 
is upon its very face ; and miadilef has followed its propagation, and 
that oontinnally, everywhere I 

On page 97, he ooneliides a chapter in ihese words : - 

I appeal, wherever this address niflv ro, whether mi«ich!ef is not 
upon the face of Mr. Wesley's doctrine, and mischief has not followed 
its propagation, ahd that ooiminrALLY, in itbbt flaoi: whether it 
is not everywhere the ALCOHOL of pretended religious experience^ 
produoing nothing better than fKnatiMl intozication. 

Again, on page J106, Mr. Koss thus denounces the whole 
Methodist ministry as a pack of lying, slanderous hypocrites, 
who go aboat the dirtgr work of the Devii, and making the 
naturally depraved hearts of sinners worse than they axB wont 
toje: ♦ • 
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Qo among the inhabitants of tiie obscurest dell, or highest peak, mr 
(krtheet Hmit of prairie, Tkited I7 the Methodist itinennt, lAid there 

jou find the Presbyterian has been already misrepresented. WhoM 

hands have scattered these arrows? Methodiit prtarkrr^. Whose Hps 
have taught these wild or simple people to hate God's sovereignty, 
his electing love, and preservijig grace, with a hatred beyond that of 
tho ttatanl Ymxi ? Mbthodut PBSAonms. 

« 

On page 108^ after denonnemg Meibodisti as noyices, 
cteceiyers, HypooriteBy fiiols, and faniOies/' Mr. Roes proteeds 
to inqnire— 

May I not show Methodism to be Methodism ? May I not show its 
government and discipline to be planted with the germs of Romanism ? 
May I not show that Methodism, having these degrading elements, is 
utterly feeUe to exert high moral power ehi mant 

In refmnoe to ilie Traof^ containing all tloa slander^ and 
^yen more and worae^ this same Synod, with a reekleasneaa 

and malice not even excelled by the "iVeto York Empire 
Cluhj* adopted the following resolution "with absolute 
unanimity" — that is to aaj, wiiflouT one dissenting 

VOICE 1 

Resolved, Thai in the estimatioii of eynod. a Traet lately published 

by F. A. Ross, entitled, " The Doctrine of tne Direct Witness of the 
Spirit, as taught by Rf>v. John Wesley, ?>io^n to be fal^e, unseripturalf 
fanatiealy and of muchtevous tendency,^' is an able production, setting 
forth that important subject in its true scriptural light, and is ear- 
nestly reoommended to the pennal of all the members of eur.Chnreli* 

To all this we add the followiug from Mr. Boea^a Olade 

Spring discourse : 

No. 2. — It is a degradation to any one to join the Methodist Chllrdi, 
nnleas he set his iaee ai a fiiut to reform it. 

In concluBion, the^e are some of ^he slanders the Methodists 
complain of. And when |;entlemea apeak of abu$e heaped 
npoa Mr. Aoaa, let them conaider what it ia we are replying 
to^Dot merely this degraded and dandenm$ hlackguard^ 
ihi§ {BeffUimate mm of an M negro toenck-^u aduUmm 
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Jttomdanttfimold Scotch Ibi;y-^at ail tke BULlNQ MLDSM 

AND MiNlSTXaS OF THE LATE StNOD OF TxilHESgEB ! 

And what Mr. Blackbora bte here said of the eo^mtion 

of the Synod with Mr. Ross, in this great work of detraction, 
I can vrith safety say of nine-tenths of their membership ia 
East Tennessee. It is a mist^ikeLi notioQ iufco which many of 
the Methodists have falkn, thait Mr. Ross's course is not 
approved by his membm. A few individiiak desire him to 
eeaae his aboao of ihe Methodlatfi and half of thai* few 
deatre paaoe bettnue fliey dread the final Malt of the cdatto- 
versj. The great mass of the New School party, steeped to 
the nose and chin iu devotion to the writings of Ross, drink 
down what he says, with most dise^ustinc; complacency. 
Hence, any pretension of friendship and esteem is but adding 
iosult to iujoiy. They pretend to invite Methodist preachem 
to thdr poipitSy to th^ir sacramental boards, and to their 
hoiises, wldle thty are horling afl this soc^n at thom through 
their highest ecclesiastieal courts, and in this dogmatic spirit ! 
The controversy with them, is held, not for truths but for 
victory. These are the Scylla and Charybdis with the Ross- 
ites ; while thej are making the Ghnreh a n^ere thoroughfare 
to Borne or Geneva ! 

There are many kind-hearted Me&odista in the coontij 
wlio are opposed to all this angry controTersy, and who oppose 
it from correct motives. Their kindness ^eeds en n^lectwn 
rather than impulse : they know that Christians cannot add 
to their graces by this busy, bustling spirit of controversy — 
this struggle to be seen and heard. They recollect that Elijah 
found not the Lord in the tempesty hut in the quiet and calm 
— **B€ sHU, and know l&ol Jam OodJ^ Many h^rpoeritieai 
Koasites take advantage of this goodness of heart, and con- 
demn, in no measured tmns, the controversy, when in the 
company of such persons. Nay, more — they speak feelingly 
of union, and process great friendship for their Methodist ' 
7 



Digitized by Google 



146 TBS GEfiAT IMOm WUSAh Sl^AMINJBD. 



brethreo. Beware of all such! Like the fabled bat of 
Madagascar^ they will sack all the blood out p£ yoor Toim, 
\Ad\» ikef Un you to sleep with their wide-spreading wings 
of union I 

Bui who is it that makes this powerful appeal to the Bevo- 

lutionary sires, in this country, to ribO up in tiieir might niid 
put down the monster Methodism, before it destroys our civil 
and religious liberties ^ Is it the son of George Waahingtoo, 
who serred his ooaotry so ^ithfully? No. Is it the son of 
Andrew JackMn^ who ied our armies to vietoij upon ihe 
plains •£ Kew Orleans? Ko. Is it the son of Zaeh. Taylor, 
or Winfield Scott, who, at the head of the' Amisriean anny, 
recently triumphed on so many holds in Mexico? No: these 
distinguished generals had no sons; or if they had, they have 
expressed no such, fears of the ruinous tendency of Method^ 
ism. Who is it, then ? Bsho answers, who ? I reply, it is ^ 
the adolterpns^ slanderous, unprinoipledi degraded ^son* 
of an old Yijrginia fusgrro toencA^-^e iHegituni^ son of an old 
Scotch T<9iy of the war of the BeTolution, who did all^that 
lay in his power to destroy those liberties for which Wash- * 
ingtoQ fought and freemen died." In other words, it is 
Frederick Augustus Ros& — the last man living that ought to- 
open his mouth about opposition io civil and religions liberties, 
or eren hint at the war of the Bevolntion 1 ^ 

I will read yon an extract or two from Ihe Joubnal 6w 
THB OoNYXNTiON OF VnuiiNiAf for Juno, 1776/^ a venera- 
hle old document, giving the proceedings of a patriodo hand 
of men one month prior to the Declaration of American In- 
dependence. On page 66, June 27, we Hud the following 
intelligence 

Mr. Cavy, from the eommHtee aiipolnted, presented to the C<mvm« 

tion, nccordino; to order, an nr»1innnc<^ to enable the pr(»cent majr^s- 
trates and otijcern to continue tiie administration of justice^ and for 
aettlii^; the general inod^ of proceedings in criminal axid oth^ eases 
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till the same can be more amply provide 1 for^ wMdiirM rewl 
first time, and ordered to be rcid a «?ocond time. 

Eesolvedj That this ConYention will to-morrow ag%iii resolve iteelf 
u)to the said oonuuttee. 

Amon'T the criminals arraiirned at the bar of the Conven- 
tion, under arrest for giving aid and comfort to the ent/n^/' 
was DAVID EOSJSf the father of the ostensible editor of 
tile Calvinistic Magazine, a Scotohman by birth, a foreigner in 
feelings and a Tory in piaetiee. On page 78 of the Jonmal, 
under date of Friday, Jane 28^ 1776/' iUi avihentio old 
document prooeeds : — 

Arehibald Gary, fnm the Comndttee of Prlttleges and Elec- 
tions, reported that the cnmmittpp had, according: to order, had under 
their consideration the information respecting David Ross, and had 
come to the (oUowing resolution thereupon, which he read ia his 
place, and afterwards deLiTcred in «i the clerk's table, where the 
same was again read and agreed to: 

Resolved, That tlie inforTrintion Ji gainst the said David Rn<'? be hi?nTd 
betore this committee on the second Monday after the meeting ot the 
next Gonvention or Assembly; and that the said Ross be discharged 
onl of custody, m giomg bond and security m the sum o/ £6,000 to ap- 
pear at the ncrt meeting of Convention or Assembly, to answer the 
said information on the day fixed for hearing the same ; and that he 
doth noi m the meantime give intelliffetice to or in any manner aid or assist 

Upon the laying over of Ross's case to a future day, hia 
^acfXimplices in Tori/ism petitioned the Assembly to let them 
leave the eonnliyfor England; wherevpon the following reso- 
lution was adi^tedy and is found on page 77 of said Journal: 

Resolved, That the said petition is reasonable, -and that the peti- 
tioners have leave to depart this c(Mmtry after taking an otUh not to 
bear arms against America, nor give mtdligenee to the enemy during the 
preaeat war. 

The most important item in the history of this old Tory will 
be found on page 35 of said Journal, dated June 6, 1776, 
whei^ the Gonyentioa had David Jd,oa& betore them as a pris- 
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oner^ o& a eharge of having deKvered a CdowXt eomititmoii 
to a certain person to bring the Jk^^tanf o/gaiMi ^is tountr)/ 
to cooperate with the Britishj and they were in motion accord- 
ingly; and for that he was publicly tried, uud of the crime 
convicted; and came within one of being put to death ! 

Surely F. A llosa is the last man in Tennessee who oiight 
to speak of iUastriona j^redeoessoz^'' or the liberties for 
whick WoMhinfflon faugki and freemen died !" His old &ther 
was a most reereant Tory, the partner of old Shoky famishing 
the British army with the very beef and meal they were cm- 
ployed to furnish the American army, and then, in turn, in- 
forming the ISritiah offioera of the movements of ^ Ameri- 
can army I 

Did ever John Weeleyy Franeis Asbwy, or anj other Me» 
thodist preaober, go this length agmst the war of the Revo- 

Intion ? My no, NO f Bnt the Eev, Mr. Bile, of Boston^ 

a disLiDguished Presbyterian preacher, a native of New Jer- 
sey, did openly take bides with the British in that memorable 
struggle, and was dismissed from his congregation^ and fled to 
Engknd to save his neck from the halter 1 

Since Boss and bis Synod have anaigned the Methodiata 
upon their opposition to '^citil and religiond liberties/' I wish 
toisbow what ground they occupy themselves. Thomas Jsf- 
l EKsoN, the father of American democracy, understood the 
genius of Presbyterianism, not in its tlieoloerical deformity, 
but as a statesmaUf in its hearing upon the ''liberties for 
which Washington fought and freemen died/' . In Tolume 
fonrthy page 858^ of his works, Mr. Jefferson says 

TTie ntmosplipre of oar conn try is Tin questionably charged with a 
threatening cloud of fannticisin, liglitf.T in some parts, denser in 
Others, but too heavy in all. I had no idea, however, that in. Peun- 
sylva^a, the ertdle ef toleratioB and ftresdom of reUglon, it could 
have risen to the height you desioibe. This must be owing to the 
growth of Presbyterianism. Here, Epificopalifin and Prcbyterian, 
Methodist and Baptisti join together in hjmQing their Mftker^ listen 
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witk attention and devotion to each other's preaobers, and all mix in 
society with perfect harmony. It is not so in the districts -where 
Presbyterianism prevails undividedly. Their ambiLiou and tyranny 
would tolerate no rival, if they had power. Systematical at grasping 
at an ascendenoy ov«r all other seota, tfaoy ain at OBgroasing the edu- 
cation of the country ; are hostile to every institution they do not 
direct; are jealona at aeeing othara begin to attend at all to that 
ol^jecL 

On the same subjeot| he 8ajS| in his letter to William 
Shorty page 3:i2 

The Presbyterian clergy are the loudest, the most intolerant of all 
sects — ^the most tyrannical and ambitious : ready at the word of the 
- lawgiver, if such a word ooidd now be obtained, to pnt the torch to 
the pile, and to rekindle in this virgin hemisphere the flames in which 
their oracle, Calvin, consumed the poor Servetus, because he conld 
not subscribe the proportion of Calvin, that magistrates have a right 
to exter^Qinate all heretics to the Calvinistic creed. They pant to re- 
estaUiflh by law that lioly inquisition which thegr can now only inftise 
into pnhlio opinion. 

And to show that Mr. Jeffbrson wrote otcd propJieci/j^ listen 
to Dr. Ely, the great expounder of American Presbyterian- 
ism, in a Fourth of July sermon delivered in Philadelphia in- 
1827 J— 

We have assembled, fdlow-citisens, on the anniversary of our na^ 
lion's Inrtbday, in ar BAnoiraL ass xmoioirs manner, to celebrate 
ear indepeudmce of all foreign dominion, and the goodness of God 
in making hr a free people. On whnt subject can I, on the present 
occasion, insist with more propriety than on the duty of all the rulers 
and citizens of these United States, in the exercise and enjoyment of 
all th^ politioal rights, to honor the Lord Jesus Christ ? Let it, then, 
be distinctly stated and fearlessly maintained, in the first place, that 

EVERY MEMBEa OF TUTS ClfRISTI AX NATION, FHOM TH* HIGHEST TO THS 

LOWEST, ought to serve the Lord witK fear, and yield his sincere 
homage to &e Sen of Ood. Evepy nman shoiild be an aiowed and 
slnoere ftiend of Christianity. He shonld hnow and Minw the doo- 
trbies of cmr holy religion, and nrt in conformity with its precepts. 

This he ought to do ; because as a man ho is required to serve the 
Lord, and as a public euleu he is called upon by Divine authority, to 
<«kiss the Sen." The eeuandmot esnlalnedin Piiy?«rhs iiL d, «M 
mil thy MHsyt acJawwltdfft Mm^" including pubUg Will atpEffrale injU, 
and P(»iiiOAii.ne kis thin demeslio wiyi! 
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Let all, then, admit that our ciril rulers ought to Mt ft rtligifMl 
part in all the relations they sustain. 

If a ruler is not a Christian, he ought to be one, in this land of 
OTangelical light, without delay, and he ought, being a follower of 
Jesus, to honor him even as he honors the Father. In this land 
of religious freedom, what should hinder a civil magistmto from be- 
lieving the gospel and professing faith in Christ any more than any 
other n\au ? If the chief magistrate of a nation may be an irreligioUB 
man with impunity, who may not ? 

Our rulers, like any other members of the community who are 
under law to God as rational beings, and nnder law to Christ, since 
they have the light of Divine revelation, ought to search the Scrip- 
tures, assent to the truth, profess faith in Christ, keep the Sabbath 
holy to God, pray in private and in the domestic circle, attend on the 
public ministry of the vs'or l, be baptized, and celebrate the Lord's 
supper. None of our rulers have the consent of their Maker that 
they should be Pagau^ii, ^ociniaus, Mussulmen, Deists, the opponents 



them permission as public officers to be and do what Hkoy mi|^t not 
law fill ly be and do as private individuals. 

In other words, our presidents, secretaries of the '^govern- 
ment, senators, and other representf^Tes in Congress, goremors 
States, judges, State legislators, justices of the peaee, and city ma- 
gistrates, are just as much bound as any other persons in the United 
States to be orthodox in their /aUhf and virtuous and religious in their 
whole deportment, "'^^gg 

Since it is the duty of all our fulers to serve the Lord and kiss the 
Son of God, it must bo most manifestly the duty of all Christian feUow- 
citizens to honor the Lord Jesus Christ, and promote Chrisfianity, by 
* electing and supporting as public officers the friends of our blessed 



Jn aUikif wojft oelMowME^ Ann, is a maxhn which should dweU in 

a Christian's mind on the day of a public election as much as on the 
Sabbath, and which should govern him when conspiring with others 
to honor Christ, either at the Lord's table or in the election of 

If the wise, the prudent, the temperate, the friends of Ood and of 

their country, do not endeavor to control our elections, they will be con- 
trolled by oUiers ; and if one good man may, without any reasonable 
excuse, absent himself, then all may. 
If all the truly religious men of our nalicn would h% puBotaal and 

persevering in their endeavors to have good men chosen to fill all our 
national and State offices of honor, power and trust, their weiffht iroviXd 
soon be felt by poUticians, and those who care little for the religion 
of the Kblewoiira,>hr iMipown jslsrwi; consult theieaaoiiable vishev 

of the great mass of Christians throughout the land. 

I could v{\^h to see every professinsz Christinn in attendance on clcc^- 
tlons : but rnther let him never give a vote than receive a treat for his 
fiuiliage. Jio^ i jtropoiCf jeUow-citizeaa, a ii£W soar or uifion, or, tf 



of Christianity ; and a religious 




Saviour. 
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» 

y9V pU<ue, A CHRISTIAN PABTT JOT POLITICS, /am m- 

ti§idvif/f]/ d'-sirnus all good men in our country should join. 

All who profess to be Christians of any denomination ought to 
agree th&t they will support no man as a candidate for anjr offioe who 
Ib not professedly frittndly to Ghnstiauitj, and % bolisTsr in Divina 
revelation. 

The rPi?<)nTTRRTAN9 ALOVE, GOVSD BBOTO HALT A lOUUOV Of 

XLSCTOES liAlO JTIELD. ^"^gf^ 

Let a man be of good moral character, and let kiui pruieH:^ to be- 
lieTo in and advooilt tbe-Ohrbtiaii xeIic^on» and we oan aU amort 

him ! ! ! At one time he will be Baptist, at another an Episcopaliaiii 

at another a Methodist, at another a Presbyterian of the American, 
Scotch, Lrish, Dutch, or German stamp, and always a friend to our 
oomm A Cbristianil^. 

I am free to avow that, other tilings being equal, I would prefer for 
my rhief magistrate, and judge, and rnler, A SOUND PRESBY- 
TE lilAN ; and every can(1 i d religionist will make the same declaration 
coAcerning his own persuasion. 



, WITOHBS AND WISAllDfl-HSHOflTS AliD aH0ST<«KEB8 1 

Ladies amd Gsnixemsn:*— I will oondnclA tlus addnat, 

already extended beyond what I could desire, by giving you a 
toucli upon witchcraft ! Mr. Ross and his Synod attribute to 
Mr. Wesley and the Methodists the honor of having led off 
in the belief of witchcraft and sorcery, and they charge that 
this doctrine of ibte Direct WHmeu led them into this deliuioii 1 
If I can get your attention fivr t!urfy*£ye or forty minutes, I 
will <)onTince you ihat 1^ Prei^ifteHamM are the last people 
on this continent who should object to any one believing in 
the reality of witchcraft, or even practicing sorcery ! 

But as I wish to assert nothing but what I have proof for, 
I will read you the following short extract from Mr. Boss's 
"Tract," page 73:— 

.The doctrine of the Direct AViLiiess m FANATICAL, because, ac- 
cording to it, we may claim that there w now CONNECTION WITH 
TUB DEVIL IN WITCMCJlUFTg AND THIS MB. WESLET B& 
LIBVED. 

Now, I could multiply extracts of this kind to an indefinite 
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extent from the recent writings of this Rev. Slanderer, en-- 
dorsed bj the slanderous Synod at Athensi but I forbear. 

Bjviichoraft is generaUjandenitGtodaBapenuitiir&l power, 
of wbich persons are supposed to obt^n the poesession by entef- 
ing into a compact with the Devil. They give themselves up 
to Sal^n, body and soul, and he engages that they shall 
want for nothing, and that he will avenge them upon all their 
enemies. As soon as this baxgain is concluded, the Devil 
deliyen to the witeb an imp, or fumiliac spirit^ which, like 
the imp of Sin, in Milton, ^'yelpa all mftknd/* r^^iy at a 
calf •4o do wbatevw ia directed I By the asflnstaiice of tliis 
imp and of the Devil together^ the witeh, who is almost al< 
wa^s an old woman, (ladies, keep a look-out !) is enabled to 
transport herself throuerh the air on a broomstick to distant 
places, to attend the regular meetings of the witches I* 

To show that I am ooirect in my definition of this art, I 
tead tiie £»llowiiig exiiaet firom Bnek^n Theological Dictionary, 
a Calviniatic moA ^ 

* WiTCRCBAiT, a snpMBailonl power wliiek peiMos were ftwuMtly 

8 apposed to obtain the possession of by entering into a compact wil^ 
the Deyil. Witchcraft was universally believed in Europe till the six- 
toMith centmy, and even maintained its ground with tolerable iirm- 
•en tin the imddle of tlio sevoaAoeiilli. The latest witchorafl tnaMj 
was in New England in 1692, when the execution of witches heoame 
a calamity more dreadful than the sworfi or the pestflence. Some 
liave denied the existence ot witchcraft altogctlier. That such pcr- 
80U8 haye been found aiuung men seems, huwevur, evident ironi the 
Scriptures. . 



* At this moment, the eyes of the audience were turned up to the 
inner comb of the roof of the shed. I looked up, and discovered a 
huge scorpion creeping from board to board, and told them it wfus a 
JtofMte^ and that as they were most imhittered against our iMMMtt. the 
Methodist females fn the assembly had bettv keep an eye on the im- 
postor ! Instantly the reptile let all holds go, and landorl in thp lap 
of a young lady, but it was not long until, among; hand?, they bad it 
under foot! Boss himself is fatit j^etting beneath the feet of an in- 
dlgaaat and iaanltad comiaanHgr t 



Digitized by Go6gIe 



Accordiog to this defioition of witchcraft, there never were 
but TWO regalAT-buiit wizards ia all this country — the one 
is F, A. EoUf and the other Jame$ OcMagher, both Presbyte- 
rian clergymen. Ihese men published to the world, in the 
CalTinistio Magazine, (old series,) which I hold in my hand, 
that thejjentered into a compact with devils, great and small 
— little devils and big devils, liorued devils and mult/ devils 
— in a cave in Bay's Mountain, in East Tennessee, in Septem« 
her, 1829. There they held their first synod, and adopted 
their first resohHioDS against Methodism — resolving that 
Bitimp A-shoxy was a toiy, and hid himself in a gariet-Ioft ui 
New Ydk daring the war of the RsTolation! There* they 
lealmed, in person, irom devils, (good authority I) that Me- 
thodist preachers are tyrants in religion, and tyrants in poli- 
tics 1 And there, too, they learned that Methodism is death 
to all the liberties for which Washington fought and freemen 
diedT' Here it is, in the Book of the Chnmidas ui Hell, 
in which are registered the memorable exploits of these rev. 
*iuhah$m$ of hu Saianie Majeify, one of whom ''pealed 
the banner-cry of hell'* in this village, not long since, and was 
cheered with reiterated shoutg of applause and enthusiastic 
admiration ! The other son of Bdialy Gallagher, ia now lying, 
swindling, and preaching in the West, having left this coun- 
try with several ihonsand dollars, which he lied and begged 
the public out of, as some of yoo know, by goiitg witt his 
knees and elbows ont, and Kving on cold potatoes and batter- 
milk when strangers visited him! When his Tartarian 
Highness adjourned this synod in the cave, it was to meet 
again in Athens, on " Mars' Hill I'* 

The Rev. John Brown, a Presbyterian divine, already 
quoted, says, in his Dictionary of the Bible, under the head 
''Witehcnift" — ft work, by tiie way, lo be £»and ia almost 
every Pjneshyterian ftmily in the oonntry : 
7* 
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Witch is a woman, and wizard is a man, that has dealings Irith 
Salfto, if Bot Mtnullj entered into oomMot with him. That mch per- 
sona are among men, is abnnda&tij pUin tp&m Seziptnre^ vid that 

they ouffht to be put to death. — GrMtt oaation is necessary in the de- 
tection of the guilty, and in punishing them, lest the innocent suffer, 
as many instances in New England and other places show. 

To attempt a serious refutation of the doctrines of witch- 
craft is no part of my business. That there ever were 
witches, that is, persons endowed with such powers .as are 
uraallj ascribed to them, what I do not believe for one 
momeDt The whole matter is absurd aod impossible. To 
sappose an ignomnt old woman (or indeed anj'hnmlm 
being) capable of transforming herself into a ccti, or an old 
field harcy is to suppose her capable of counteracting the laws 
of nature, .which is competent to none but God alone. Yet, 
absurd as the doctrine of witchcraft it is a notorious fact 
that the Prefibyterian Churchy both in our own country and 
odier lands, is still aanojed with ii^ and is likelj to l>e for a 
oentnry to -come. 

I hold in mj liand a History of the Salem Witolicnift^^' ' 
compiled by a Presbyterian, as the writer say?*, "from the best 
authorities" — in which it is declared that ''so many are the 
cases of persons convicted of witchcraft in Isew England, in 
the years sixteen hundred and ninety-one and two, that it 
would require a larger Toliime than this to reoord them all;" 
and ibis oontsins, as jou may tee, 365 pages I 

Hear the following extacaet, faumi on page 16: 

Mr. Pania had an Indtaa serfaot in his house. Tlus man, with his 
wifOf set about discovering the authors of these evils. Witti thig in- 
tent^ they made a rye-cnJ-\ which they compounded with the urine of 
the persons afflicted, and gave it to a dog to eat. By this proceeding 
they hoped to olear the eyes of the bewitched of tl^e gross fihna of 
mortality, and enable them to see their invinble tormentors. The 
incantation took effect, and the first person accused by the sufferers 
was the Indian woman herself. She was committed to prison imme- 
diately, and persecuted with blows and otherwise, in order to extort 

oenfesnoBt and to eompel her to criminate other iritehes« her supposed 
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accomplices. Under Una discipline it is not wonderful that tbe poor 
tupuKw iiokvoirledifed an intareonne ulth liie JkdHi «iler wBidi sho 
iras pnbliolj sold for her prison foes. 

This Mr. Parris was a resideat Presbytenan cleigyman of 
Salem^ in whose fiunily these witohoiafito seem to haye origi- 
nated. And this ^'lyeHsalce'' was a lognlarly boUt Preabyte- 
ri|ui johwi^-cabel 

'Rem J on page 21, is a plate representing poor Proctor 
pulling hemp without a foothold, and the Rev. Mr. ^oyes, a 
Presbyterian clergyman, refusing to pray for him, though 
requestady because Proctor would not own himself a wizard, 
and then go out of the world with a lie in his month! 

Here ig, tko, anotlker work, entaMed '^Wonden of the 
Inviaible World,'' written by BdiBxaT Caisf, a PkeBbyterian 
merchant of Boston, and printed in 1828 — just at the time 
this man Ross began to figure in the ministry I This is a 
work of 333 pages. On page 4 it is said, in reference to 
these New {ingland witohoxalts : 

Were it, as we are told in Wonders of the Invisible Woridj ' tliat 
devils were wsUdiig about our streets with lengthened ehaliis, jasldag 

a dreadful noise in our ears, and brimstone (even without a metaphor) 
was making a horrid and a hellish stench in our nostrils;" and *'that 
the Devil, exhibiting himself ordinarily as a black man, had decoyed 
a fearfnl knot of prond, toward, ignorant, ettrions, and nalidoiis 
CTeatores to enlist themselves in his norrid service, by entering their 
names in a book tnndcrGd unto the>m, nnd that they hnve had their 
meetings and swramm'uf, and associated thcmgclvcs to dcntivy tht kingdom 
of our Lord Jesus Christy in tiiei^e parts of tiio world. ' 

What a remarkable coincidence is heie broQgkt to light ! 
When the Devil eame into New England, near -two eentnrieB 

ago, to try and dcotroy the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
he came in the person of a black man.** When he revived 
the work in Tennessee and Yiiginia, in 1846, he came in the 
|»enon of a nigger** again. 

I now bold in my bands the second 4>f two sennons delivered 
in Oiamnaati in Maioh| 1846^ in the fikst Ftssbjteriaa 
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Church, by Joseph L. Wilson, the head and front of 
the Old School party in the United States, up to the day of 
his recent death. This is the second sermon^ aad Pr. Wilson 
BAjB, in the opening paiagraph; 

HaTing before proved the reality of witchcrajt, and giren exampleiii 
of its firofiOeal ^glieU at an artj among pagans, infidels, and several 
aorta of nominal Christians, I shall now attempt to show man ftdly 
the operaSioii of this art in th» fnlfilmant of the propho^j aq^ronecl in 
our text. 

And as a part of this Presbyterian eamc of sorcery ^ necro- 
mancy, etc.y I will introdnoe the case of DoCTOA ASHBSL 
Gbesn^ a distinguished Presbyterian clei^yman who reoentlj 
departed this life in PUladeiphia, and| I hope^ has gone to 
heayeq, noiwithatuding hia ftniliarity with mnl wpMiB in 
ifaia lifel Br. Green waa onee the editor of Uie organ of hia 
Church, in Philadelphia; at another time he was the Presi- 
dent of the PriDcetoQ Theological Seminary; and he hai? been 
the Moderator of th^e General Assembiy. He reflected upoa 
the subject of necromancy and wtery until be finally con- 
eluded that he ^aa a Yeritable Ua^^ and ao deofaured himaelf 
from the polpit. He wonid pUuse one hand on hJa hip^ bo as 
to form the Aatul^fr^the other arm he would elevate to an 
angle of 45 degrees^ and declare it to be the %pout. The 
opposite leg from the spout he would give a tiU^ and make an 
effort to pour out the tea 1 

But let us come still nearer home. Who are the editors 
of the CalTiBiatiG Magazine? Here are the namee— Isaao 
Andkbsom^ Fbsb. a. Boss, Jabobs Enro> and Jabies 
M'Ohain. liflten to me while 1 take them up, one by 
one, and show how they stand related to witchcraft, sorcery, 
necromancy, and other ^^jpecidiaritie^* of Presl^terian- 
iam! 

And, fiisty aa to Doctor Andemon : he ia known to be the 
mutm-Q^iifmcr in East Tennaaaee^ earaeptbg alwaya old Geow 
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Wright, of Mossy Greek. I hold in my hands two of the 
Doctor's letters to old George, in his own handwriting, in 
which he presses him to visit Maryville, and take with him 
his favorite divining-rod — a peach-tree rod — and assist him 
in finding some stolen money, taken from the house of a Mr. 
Thompson, of that place, whilst at church on Sabbath ! He 
urges old George, because he says he is known to be "a 
master-hand in the arty* and because it is a part of their 
creed of sorceries^ that if the money be removed from where 
it was first deposited after it was stolen, it would be impossi- 
ble to find it! These letters bear date May 26th, 1847, and 
June 7th, 1847. They have both been published in my 
" Review," and their genuineness not denied. Here they are 
• — any gentleman is welcome to inspect them I In addition to 
these letters, the Doctor wrote to Anderson Mathes, a Presby- 
terian clergyman who died in Rogersville, of consumption, 
and sent to heaven, by the dying man, a whole batch of 
local neios relative to Blount counti/ — as if the inhabitants of 
heaven cared more about Blount than any other county in 
thq Lord's moral vineyard ! And yet Ross and his party talk 
about Wesley's not doubting Swedenborg's claim to visions, 
and intercourse with departed spirits ! 

This same Dr. Anderson undertook to find a stolen horse at 
a Presbyterian camp-meeting, a few years ago, by divining 
with his peach-tree rod, asking the rod the direction which 
the thief went, and whether he was black or white — the rod 
meantime giving affirmative or negative answers 1 About the 
same time he visited the house of an old sorcerer in Knox 
county, and took with him the plot of some land he owned 
in the Chilhowee mountains, to get the rod-diviner to tell 
him where he might dig on that land for gold or silver — the 
land being at least thirty jniles distant ! And when I was in 
Maryville last winter, the old Doctor had commenced trying 
to mesmerize ! How far he has progressed in that art, I am 

• 
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not able to say. Thepe arc the facts; and I dare a denial ci 
ihem, in a public way, by & responsible man. 

The next editor in order k jP. A. Boss. But do yoxi mteild 
to.eluuEge that he is a ioreererf ezelaim 
that he beliem in wkehoraft and neeromuioj. He has long 
been a metmeruser^ and 'Laidsa Diek^rufm and EUea N«dy 
not to Kiy PoUi/ (>utheryy of Scott county, in this State, could 
tell of his faiUi. and works upon tliis subject. But last 
Wednesday, I beiieye it was. Miss CoghiU^ a beantifal Pres- 
byteiiaii ^ of Kingsport, and • fiurn member of Boss's 
eoi^regMi<m, had an heii^ whieb was mnidered, and attempted 
to be bnried in one eomerof a smoke-house. When I left 
Tennessee, a eonsner^s jury was sittittg on- the ease. All I 
havu to say about it now is, that this young lady visited Ross's 
house a great deal, and rode in his carriage, i will add, how- 
ever — and let Mr. lioss deny the fact if he dare — that NINE 
MONTHS belbie this ehild was bom, Miss Co^ lay at 
Boss's home, pretending to l>e siok 1 1 1 

But ihe Presbyterians of Jcmesbonm^ had a hat or a 
supper^ or wbateyer you please to eail it, the proceeds of 
which were to be applied to improvements then contemplated 
on their house of worship. The supper was one dollar per 
mau aud lady. I saw f'rederick in the procession, marching 
into the town-hail with a lady Bwing^ng to each arm. Thej 
aU paid their money. Nest to ihe snpper, the anml of a 
mail was annonneed, and letters were handed ont, and postage 
demanded. Then eame a /ortune-UiUerf in the person of a 
dead doll — a large eastern doll of wax — placed upon a stand, 
telling gentlemen and ladies fortunes for fifty cents, cash 
in hand. I was told that Frederick planked up an eagle half 
dollar, and had his fortune told by a dead doll, holding his 
ear down to veoetTe the news i 1 have tried hard to leanl 
wLat this little glass-eyed rister told hhny but he xeftusi to 
leD. I beliere she whispered duse wotds in hit ear : ^^IM- 
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erick Augustus! %n 1847 and '48, Brovmlow is to get after 
you icith a sharp'Siick, and wchflmther time jfou neper had 
in this life I" 

Bat 18 Jamxs E[ing a lotroenir, or does he work wiih i 
c{»iMnerV rod f Ho does 1 I ktfow Mt. King, and know him 

to be a clever man personallj. The meanest act I ever knew 
him guilty of, Wcus to be associated with an unprincipled fre^ 
negro in the cditoriai management of the dirty Mi^asine I 
hold in mj hand 1 

Mr. King oaee found a«t/«er muw^ neur where he lives/ bj 
workii^ a peaoh-tiee rod; amd sold an interest in it to a Mr. 
Preeton, of Abingdon, and another to Odonel White, of the 
eame place ; and although his «7v«fr turned out to be mm, he 
demanded his pay, and, as I am inforiiicd, received about TWO 
THOUSAND DOLLAiis for his discoveries made with a dhin&r^s 
rod I This is more than all the Methodists on earth ever 
made by sorcery I Now, are they not a pretty |»aok to talk 
about Mr. Weeley beUeving In witeheraft 1 

To condnde, what shall I say of Jambb HoOmaxk f I 
confess to yon tenkly, that I know nothing about the man, 
only that he is a WEAK brotjikr, having scarcely sense enough 
to practice the enchanted frauds of the marvellous believers ia 
witohoiafiL That he too, is a believer, 1 have no doubt^ or he 
eonld not be a eound Presbyterian. X don't suppose he serves 
as an editor, bat is thrown in to mske ap the number; and is 
required to ineess every time Mr. Boss takes mvkfft 

I have now concluded my Address ; and although my voiee 
has held up, as it usually does, yet I am Lireatly exhausted, as 
you perceive. The heat has been oppressive j and the labor 
of speaking in the open air lo long and so loud, very severe. 
Bat .the eanae is a good one, worthy saffering in; and I make 
BO eomplaint^ I thank joo, ladies and gentlemen, one and 
all, for the pstieni and attentiTe hearing yoa haye giyen me 
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At the close of this Address, (lio folluwiug resolutions 
irere offered for adoption by J. W. S< lioolfield; and boing 
seconded, Bey. K. Soapp took the vote of the audience : 

Resolved, That ili^ thanks of the Methodists, and the fHencb of 
HethodkoB, sow Msemblod at this camp-ground, be and they am 
hereby tendered to Rev; W. G. Brownlow, for his able defence of our 
imicli-loved doctrines, and of the venerated memory of our sainted 
founiler, and of onr yet more ch^shed and highly-prized characters, 
against the vile and ribald aspeniona of Frederiok A. Bees, and hu 
endoners— the members of the East Tennessee Synod— who bavo 
"willuigly become the tools or partner^ in the slangier? of their more 
sable, yet still more able ai^d accompUshfid leader, in bopiiistry, falsca 
hood, and detraction. • • 

BeBoM, That tiie editors of the HefltooHiit Spiseopahan,^ JOnee- 
b«K>ii^.Whig, and Jonesborongh Beview, he requested to give the 
foregoing resolution an insertion in their rosp^ctive publicationB. 

Btaley'B Greek C. 6., Smythe eo., V^., July 9th, 1648. 

4 

I tiumk the gentlemen who haTe moved and seconded the 
adoption of tbe resolution just read, and for the compliment 
paid me ihemn— all of wldch Iblwb been withoml agenty of 

mine, or previous knowledge of sneh an intention. But I 
thank this large assemblage of hidies aud gentlemen still more 
sincerely, for the unanimity and alacrity with which they have 
adopted ikem. Their adoption has been like that of the 
endorsement of what I have this day made war upon, by the 
Atibons Synod^it has been ^widi almhUs imanimUjf I 
will not disguise the &ot, alihongik I am not a yety vain man. 
4i>at this oompfiment is acceptable V» me ; and tbe more grati- 
fying, comingj as it does, from so many ladies and g^tiemen 
of the first respectability in our county. 

I beg, however, to state to the members and friends of the 
Methodist €bniob present^ that they are under no soct of 
oUigi^ona to me finr anj aendces they msj have mpposed me 
to render the Gbnvoh^ hm or ekewliere. I bare done nothing 
more than my dui^ — ^nothing more than I am prepared to do 
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at all times, in all places^ and at all hazards, milder like cir- 
eniastances of offence, and agaiofit any combination of wicked 
men and devik I What I have said jukd done, it is the duty 
of eveiy Metho&t preaeher to do — a du^ they owe to the 
aafaas of the yeneiable dead — a Wesley, an Aabiury, and a 
host of others — whose souls are at peace with God, while their 
reputations are assailed by these liell-liounds of sectarian 
malice 1 Were I to sit quietly by my fireside, at homOn ^ 
look tamely on at all this abuse of my female relatives and 
%e<}ttaiiitaiieesy I should be ashamed to look one of them in the 
free when I might ehajioe to meet witli them ! 

The* speech yov have just responded to^ is substantially the 
same which I have been delivering for the last two years, to so 
many thousand persons, in Tennessee and Virginia. And T 
remark, with gratitude to God, that during all that time X 
itave been but once intermpted by rain, (at Greenville, Tenn.,) 
and never have had «o mneh as a bad oold to prevent my 
^peaking. 

Ton hsfve sUnded, ehunieelly enough, to the ^^iohle hadev^* 

of the Athens Synod, in this work of falsehood and detraction. 
The fact of the copper color ^ the tcoaUi/ Jtead, and other 
similar appendages of the negro, which cling to this Rev, 
Malungeon, notwithstanding his Caucasian featnreSy in the 
general, shonld be kept prominently before the pnmd, spirited, 
and high-minded Vii|^nian. Let the distinction of color be 
kept up, and let onr identity as a race of white men be pre- 
served. Let the Presbyterians of Marion trample upon mar- 
riage relations, despise the distinction between white and 
colored people, and bid defiance to the powers of enlightened 
society, if they choose; but let ns, my friends, have more 
self-respect than to imitate their example* 

Peace is desirable; and if onr Presbytenan ^nds want it, 
let them choke off, and choke down, this ''sable leader'' of 
theirs, and cease to uphold him in his outrageous course. 
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Theiii and not till then, can they h&ve peace, unless they 
conquer a peace^ which they can never do I Yon will hear 
mnch said aboat my aibuae on this ooeasioii. I have been 
serere, and I intended to be severe; becaose I have been 
replying to publications which teem mth the most vulgar and 
abusive language, and with the vilest and meanest insinnalaons 
against our entire ministry and membersliip. I have been 
replying to a slanderer, who delights in fishing up from the 
setoers of all the corrupt writers against Methodism, every 
vile slander and false insinuation that they have set afloat. 
This is the natnnl aliment on which Boss lives. His Ian* 
guage is that of a pecnliar dialect^ osed by the bar-room bully 
and street loafer. He is the embodied personifioaliott of all 
my conceptions of a villain, lie is the living picture of 
moral death — a travelling monument of the wrath of an 
offended God, and a fearful witness to the truth of the words 
of inspiration, which assert that the heart of man is detpe^ 
rateljf wicked !^ Yes! his heart, like his oomplezioni is 
bronied and bnnti to blsckness by crime; and can now be 
seen in his wild and fieree blaoik eye, glowing with a fire 
approaehing to ferocity! His voice, everywhere raised to a 
pitch of deadly passion, is constantly heard, like the hoarse 
croaking ot some bird of ill-omen I 



vsa dftsAT mov whiel wUMXtm. 168 



CHAPTER VII. 

State of human «f>rioty cn]h for controTerey — The Methodist creed 
not Calviuistic, an ialsely alleged bj Qraves — Methodist ilrticles of 
Beligion— What OalTiidflaa vod nitii wbom it orighimted— Ameri- 
can Baptists are generally Calvinistio — Testimony of Elder Howell 
-.^The Pliiladclphia Baptist Confession of Faith — Tlioraas Jefferson 
and the FIto Points of Calvinism — T^timony of Buck and Watson 
to Hio effect tiiat Baptists are CalTinists — ^Farther proof from the 
" Baptist Watchmaii*'-~Ranting about Baptism — Abusive spirit of 
Calvinism — eoiliid ^ton of theolo^ offered to the Baptists 1 

Wiss the state of human soeieiy aueh as to unito all hearts* 
in one common bond of lore — that Divine lore which ereates 
an entire onion of sentiment^ affection, and designs-religions 
disputes would be at an end, and those halcyon days so long 

predicted, aud so earnestly desired, would be realized; but so 
long as error and bigotry, sin and its attendant raisorips, are 
in the world, and so long as such violent, ill-tempered men as 
GiETes arc put liurwafd as leaders of sects, so knig will then 
be a call for contnirersj; and moreoTer, he who coodncts it 
in accordance irith troth and righteonsness, rellden an im« 
portant service to the Ohnroh and to the woiid. 

I am not among those, however, who consider all religious 
controversy, in the present state of society, dotrimeDtal to the 
cause of Christ. In addition to its eliciting truth by the 
exposure of error, it has a tendency to exercise the human 
fEiculties — to make mankind think deeply and accurately, and 
to dive eavHtmdjf and wukntandingfy into |he great sea of 
tiieological tntth* No 4>ne can tend Ae Sacred Scriptnxes with 
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care, and fail to perceive that the inspired writers carried on ' 
a perpetual warfare against such abettors of error as this man 
Graves : that they were commissioned especially to denounce 
all false gods, fiUse doctrines and systems of religion^ and bad 
meD; who were gtnog about ''teaoluDg the dootrines of devils." 
Nor was Jesus Clirist himself, the adorable author of Chris- 
tianity, less engaged in controverting the erroneous B3rstem8 
of reliprlon adopted by the Pharisees and Sadducees, and otiier 
horetiLal sects which had sprung up amoug the Jews ; and 
never were blended together moxe wisdom and meekness than 
were exemplified in ihe sharp controversies whieh He oanied 
on with -mieh T^e advefsariea as this man OraTSS I Moreorer, 
his chosen instrument, Bt Paul, the apostle extraordinary to 
the Ckntiles, imbued with the spirit of his Divine Master, 
carried on a deeply urguiuentative and strenuous controversy 
with both Jews and Gentiles. Nor were the immediate suc- 
cessors of the apostles less assiduous in defending the truth 
agaimt the malevolent attacks of Jewish nnd Pngau adver- 
aaries. Leok next at the memorable era of the Beformation I 
Vhe greater proportion of the writings of Lather and Calvin 
are not only striedy eontvoToaial, but absolutdy Nor 
was there a less urgent call for wielding the sword of contro- 
versy in the days of J ohn Wesley, than there was in the days 
of Martin Luther. The temple of error and superstition was 
rebuilt in England in Wesley's day, and with his controversial 
arm he demolished it. And now, in America, inihe glori- 
ous nineteenth Mtnij, the doctrine of justification by the 
atoning bloody the Diieet Witnen of the Spirit, and holiness 
of heart and liib, are openly and violently assailed by such 
unrc<renerate adversaries as Graves, Ross, and others, who are 
pouring forth floods of calumny againf^t Wesley, and all who 
dare to lift their warning voices in £svor of these great cardi- 
nal doctrine of the Bible. 
Bat leeaUing myself from this digrssrion, fhidi has been 
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by way of preliminary, I will notice the attack of Mr. Graves 
upon the doctrines ot the Methodist Church. The heading , 
of his twenty-sixth chapter, found on page 327, sufficiently 
indioates its oontonts. It is in thwe words : Th« peenUaz 
doeirineB and w^es of Met]M>di8iiK»a Oaiviwufic creed, a 
Popbh liturgy, and an Armmian olergy I'' Nol content witk 
tiu8 slanderous representation of Methodist doctrines, he 
renews the assault, and multiplies his mibrcprcsijiitatiunH, m 
his thirty-ninth chapter, coinmeneinpr on page 500. To show 
kia points, and convict him of gross falsehoods, it is only 
necessaij^ with the intelligent reader, to give the beading of 
thia cbapter, which is as follows : 

THE «* CALVINISM" OF THE CREED AND TH& A&MINIANISM 

OF THE CLERGY. 

The "Articles of Religion" Calvinistic — They prcolude thr itlon of the 
ultimate apostasy of the behever — The ground ot Jubtiiication 
fsxamined — The scriptural argument — The Methodist clergy preach 
against their owb creed as well as the teachings of Holy Soriptnre 
— Revival and camp-meeting excitements? — The doctrine of apostasy 
made necessary — The tendency of such teaching and doctrine l& to 
make infidels. 

NoW| it IS remarkable that any man should rise up, at this 
late day, and tsharge direotlj upon the Methodist Ohnroh that 

she teaches a Calvinistic creed; that her Articles of Religion 
are Calvinistic; and that the tendency of her doctrines is to 
make infidels! I say this is strange, because it i^^ known to 
every intelligent man in the nation, that every Protestant 
denominadon in £urope and America has^ to a greater or less 
extent^ made war upon Methodism because Methodism is 
directly at war with all the distinotiTe^feataves of Calvinism I 
All well-informed men know that the dodrines of the Wes- 
Itjyun 3iethodists are the same as the Church of England, ac? 
set forth in her lituriry. articles, and homilies, and that these 
arc all at war with Calvinism proper. 
The title-page of every Methodist ]>isoipliiie in Ameriea 
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mas thos: '^The Ihctrines anl DifcipliBe of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church/' And after a very brief accouut of tlie 
origin uf the Chmroh, the first section, covering ten pages, 
forth, in unmistakable terms, her Articles of Eeligion,^* 
naxuberiog twenty-five articles. They are there to be seen 
and oottBolted by all who 'desire to know what her faitk is. 
Not a few of them AHiolea'^ mike wai^ eitlier directly or 
indkeetly, tipon some peenliarity of OcUviniim, And for the 
information of such as may not be able, for the moment, to 
lay their hands on this little book of Discipline, I will state 
' the heading of each Artide, as laid down in the book : 

a. Of Faith in the Holy Trinity. 

2. Of the Word, or Hon of God, who WM ]MHl« Teiy Han. 

8. Of the Resurrection of Christ. 
4. Of the Holy Ghost 

6. Of the Safficienfly of Hm Ho^ Seilptaree for SalTation. 

ft. Of the 01(1 Testament. 

7. Of Original or Birth Sin. 

8. Of Free WilL 

9« Of Ihe Jnstaflcation M^u. 

10. Of Good Works. 

11. Of Works of Supererogation. 

12. Of Sin after Justificfttion. 

13. Of the Church. 

14. Of Purgatory. 

1& Of speaking in the CoBgrngjation in woh a Tongn M the Peqple 

understand. 

16. Of the Sacraments. ~ « 

17. Of Baptism — (not a e ttpiaibU to BaptUUy by ant/ me^!) 

18. Of the Lord's Supper. 
* 19. Of Uotli Kind?. 

20. Of the one Oblation of Christ, finished upon the Cross. 
^21. Of the Marriage of Ministers. 

22. Of the Rites and Ceremonies of ChnrohM. 

23. Of the Rulers of the United Statw of AUMriea. 

24. Of Christifin ATrn'?i Goods. ' ' . 

25. Of a Christian Mao's Oath. 

BeadeT) procue this book of Biadpli&e, as pabliaked by 
V the General Conference, either North or South; examine 

these Articles of Religion/' and 8ee if they, or any one of 
themi in the remotest degree favors, much less teaches Cal- 
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Timaa. Examine our rtnidaid m^ka, laeli as Wede/a 

SermofM, Notes on Jthe New Tefltament, and other misoella- 

licuus works, Watson's Theological insLitutes, Benson's Ser- 
mons, Fletcher's Checks, Clarke's Commentary on the Bible, 
and see if they do not all war upon Calyinism, showing the 
system np as nnsoriptnral, absurd, and iniquitous I 

Methodiam a Calviniatio medl* Does JGlder Giairea know 
what eonatitntea a inan% Oahmuif The nl^e of (Mnniat» 
wv> fiiBt giyen tp those who embraced tiie dootrin^ established 
at Genera by John C^tltin, the celebrated reformer -of Utie 
sixteenth century. Mure especially, since the meeting oi tlie. 
Synod of Dort, the name has been applied to all who embrace 
Calvin's leading yiews of tho gospel. ' 

Calvinists belonging to different sects oompbdn mnch of 
being misonderstood and misrepxeaented, aad^ atiange to say^ 
they generally seek to oonoeal their real sentimental How- - 
ever, it is not -to be wondered at that thoaA who fesolva all 
the wicked motives and conduct of both men and devils into 
the efficient decrees of God, should labor to conceal their 
sentiments, or hide the deformities uf such a S3^Rtcm. Now, 
as John Calvin will be allowed by all to be a competent 
teacher of Calvinism, I shall contend that his exposition of 
the doetiines which take his name may be consulted sa the 
most satisfiwtory. Thezefore I 4kall commence with an ex- 
toaet or two firom his own Institntes* He teaches Galvinism 
after the following must approved style : 

Predesthifttioa wa eaU the eteraal decree of God, by which he hath 

determined m himself what he would have to become of eveTij iudivi" 
dual of mankind. For they are not created with a similar destiny; but 
eternal life is ordained for some, and etei^al daouiation for others. — 
CAiiVn's f nTmnns, -rol. ii. page 420. 

We affirm that tUa oounsel, as &r as concerns the tUet, is founded 
on his gratuitons mercy, totally irrapective of human merit; but that, 
to those whom he deYotes to condemnation) the gate of lifo is closed 
by a just and irreprehensible, but incomprehensible, judgment.^ In 
l£e eleot^ we consider calihig aa an CTldenee of electioB, and Jnstifica* 
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tion as another token of its manifestation, till they amve in glory, 
which constitutes its completion. As God «ealK tlie fhrt by vocation 
and ju8tificatio|), so, by excluding the rtprobate from the knowledge 
of his name and ike ianctifioatictt of Idi Spirit, he aflfords an tbdioft- 
tion of the judgment that awaits ^em. — Page 426. 

When the hinnf\n tinnd hears these things, its petulance breaks all 
restraint, and it discovers as serious and yiolcnt agitation as if alarmed 
by the sound of a martial trumpet. Many, indeed — as if they wished 
to aTert odimn flrom €k>d — admit eleetion In siuh ft way ae to deny 
that any one is reprobated. But this is pu^rUe and absurd; because 
election itself could not exist without being opposed to reprobation. 
God is said to separate those whom he adopts to salTatieo. To say 
tiimt othen oblftin Iqr ohance, or ftoqiflre by fheir own cfforli, tet 
wluoli eleetion alone confers on a ww, will be worse than aibraxd. 
T^'hom God passes by, therefore, he reprobates, and from no other 
cause than his determination to exclude them from the inheritance 
which ke predestines for his ciiiidreu. — I'nge 442. 

Obserre: all things being st Qod's dli^osal, tnd the doeisiott of 
salvation or death belonging to him, he orders all things by his coun- 
sel or decree in such a manner, that some men are horn devoted from 
the womb to certain death, that liis |iame may be glorilied in their 
destniotion. — ^Pftge 449. 

The perplexity and hesitation disebyerod at trifles hj tiieas pious 
defenders of the justice of God, nnd their facility in overcoming great 
difficulties, are Ixuly absurd. I inquire again how it came to pass 
that the fall of Adam, independent of any remedy, should inTolve so 
many nations, with their infant childreOt in ffamot diMlA> hot beesnss 
snch was the will of QodY^Page 460. 

Now it will be seen, from the forop:oinp: extract?, tlint what- 
ever has or shftil oome to pass in this world, whether it be 
good or bad, proceeds from the Divine will eatirelji and is 
imroeablj fixed from all eieraity : God lunrtD^ seerel^ pre* 
tf^etemit'noi, noi only ihe advene and prosperous fbrtnne of 
every person fn the woiid, bat aho his fai£k and xnfidM;^^ 
his obedience and disohediencey and, consequently, his ever- 
lasting happiness or misery after death; which fale or predes- 
tination it is not possible, by any foresight or wisdom, to 
avoid I Methodism recognises so such God as this, believes 
in none such, and^'consequentlyy teaohes do such doctrines. 

Bttt Elder Giayes wishes ^ impress Qie minds of his nume- 
rous readers with a belief thai ihe Baptisl Ohwdh does not Acror 
the doctrine of Cahinian reprobation, I had a contioversj 
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ihe Baptists of East Tennessee in 1841, id wfiioh . 

Elders Howell and Buck took part. Mr. Howell used tiieso 
words in that controversy : 

Brery man -who knows any iking at all about our Church is fully 
apprised that t he Baptists, old or young, never did belidve in the doo- • 
trine of Calviaian reprobation. 

In that oantroversy I well reooUect to haye thrown Elder 
Howell^ a Biiptist minist^ of some gelebritj, and at that time 
the ^^illuBtrioos predeeessoi^ of Mc Gra^M at NashviUe, into 

gwwmjr of iU-humor, ay, paroxysms of rage, by the authori- 
ties I adduced to prove that the Baptist churches in England 
and America held occasional fellowship with Calvinism. The 
first authority I adduced was Dr. Waller, writing in the same 
"Baptist Banner*' at Louisville, only three weeks before 
Elder Howell's denial^ giTen aboye. Br. Waller is a Baptist 
poinister of eelebrity, and one who, I shall show before this 
work is completed, has been at wax with Elder Graves! Br* 

Waller employed this laoguage : 

The Baptist^ Itnve only to adhere to tfietr true smtimmfs, as drawn 
up from the Bible, &6 set forth in the PhUadelphia Baptist CoT^ftssion 
of Faithf and they will be in vulnerable. 

Br. Waller says that the "true sentiments" of the Baptist 
denominatioii are ''set forth in the Philadelphia Confession 
of ivAth" and that, in order to beomne ''inynlheiable'' as a 
denomination, they have only to ''adhere'' Ito those senti- 
ments! This Confession of Faith I have examined with 
much care, and from beginning to ending I find it 'to be 
Calvinhtic. It is an ancient book. It was first adopted in 
London, by a convention of ministers and messengers, in the 
year 1689. It was re&dopted by the Philadelphia Associa- 
tion in 1742, more than one hundred years ago, and took the 
mjm of the Philadelphia Baptist Confession of Faith. So 
late as 1829-30, new editions of it were issued, and ihe worik 
iccudor&ed. I cuuld ^ivu copious extracts from this work, 
8 
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but the foIlowiDg will be aa muckt as the admirers of Ms: 
GraTMVi book Will cture to see : •> 

OF (iOD S DEC K I E. 

By the decree of Qod for the manifestation of his gloiy, some men 
lad aagelfl ure predetiiiuaed or Jbreordaitud to etenial lifo throiigh 
Jesus Christ, to the praise of his glorious grace; others being left to 
act in their ain to their condemiiation, to tho praiBo of hia glorious 

justice. 

These angels and men thm prede^itinated and foreordained are par- 
tkularfy mi unt^umgffhly dengned; and their msmber so certam md 
d^imU thai U eanmt ^ ei&tr int^eased or dIMiitM 

As obnoxious in its nature^ and ruiDous in its tendency, 
is tbiB doetrine of tbe Baptist Gonfession of Faith,- il is the 
staodaid of Faith in that Chnxoh; and^ as a doetrin^jiystemy 
it has yet to he ahoDdoned hj that Ohuroh. I have never 
met with an aTowal more deeidedlj CcdmnuHa than the one 
just quoted. It is strange, therefore, that Baptists, believing 
the number of the elect is ''so certain and definite that it 
cannot be either increased or dioiinished/^ should i^rant to 
send mistionaries among the heathen, or elsewhere ! What 
good can missionarieat do, if this dootrine he oomct ? They 
cannot tnerttm the nnmher of the slechp, nor can they 
dimtnuih the nnmher of the befrobatbs ! Of vhat service 
can even the labors of ministers be, either in preaching, bap- 
tizing, or administering the Lord's Supper, if tlie destinies 
of all men are already unchangeably fixed iu heaven or hell ? 

See what Mr. Jefferson says about this Baptist doctrine ! 
In a. letter to the elder AdamS| dated* April llth, he 
writes as follows : 

The wish expressed in your last favor, that I may continue in Ufe 
and health until I become a Calvinist, at least in his exclamation of 
<'ifon Dim! futqu'dt guand!" [My Gtodl how long! is the French 
signification] vrould ma'kc roc immortnl. I can never join Calvin in 
ftddressing his god. He "was indi cd an atheist, which I can never be; 
or, rather, his religion was dcemoniim. If ever man worshinped a 
fUse god, ho did. The being deacribod in, his five pdbits iBiotlha 
God whom joa and I actoowladgo and adoie» tho Oroator an^ honoro* 



Digitized by Gopgle 



XHS aBEAI IJiON WH££IL £XAMIN£D. 171 

lent governor of the world, but a du&mon of malignant spirit. It 
-would be more pardonable H boUoTe in no Qod at all, thaor to Htuh^ 
j^eme Mm by the atrocioua attributes «f Calvin* ^ 

« 

Some of my readers may not know what Mr. Jefferson 
me&ns by the five Points of Oalvinism/' 1 will fita^ them; 
but before doing so^ I will premise that they are all fire taught 
in the Baptist Confession of Faith, already quoted from. The 
following are the five points : 

■ 

1. ITneonditfonal eleetiion and reprobation. 

2. Christ died only for a part, viz., the elect* 
8. Total depravity of man. 

4. Irresistible grace to bring in the elect. 
6. Tha impossibility of fall&g from gi-aoo. 

Lest, however, Mr. Graves and his belligerent associates 
may assert that I misrepresent them, I will bring forth fur- 
ther authority to prove this Church Calvinutic. I submit 
the following extract from Buck's Theological Dictionary; 
and Buck, like Jefferson, was any thing rather than a Me- 
thodist : 

The Baptists subsist under two donomi nations, viz., the Calvinisti- 
cal and tlie Armiuiau. The Baptibts in America, and East and West 
Indies* are cAt^ Caltinuts, and hold oijeasional fellowsbip with the 
Particular Baptist churches in England: 

My next autliority is Wat8on*8 Theciagical Dictionary ^ an 
author quoted by Mr. Gftves in his omsade against Method- 
ism. It is a setdeS j»rinoiple !n the legal praotioe of ihe 
oountry, that a client cannot avoid the force of the testimony 
4f <ifm witiMXi, Mr. Watson says : 

The Baptists in England form one of the ftiree denominations of 
Protestant dissenters. The Baptist? 5?nb?sist chiefly under t^o deno- 
minations -c^ the Particular, or Calvinistical, and the General, or 
'Arminian. * The former is by far {he most numerous. The Baptists 
in AfMfVMj and in the East and West Indies, are eftti^y Calthtists. 

My cMn^ authority is of more modern date: it is from 
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the "Baptist Watchman/' of Knoxville, Teimessee, for 
December, 1855, edited by the Key. Ma. Hillsman, a Bap- 
tist minister of more celebrity than any oner in East Tennw 
see. He publishes in the Watchman," with approbation, 
the commnnioations of a CalvinMc Jtkpti^ writer, who 
laments over the apostasy of manj of his Baptist brethren in 
the ministry, in departing from the good old doctrine of 
elect (01}^ m taught bj the Philadelphia Confession of Faith. 
This writer says : 

I hold — and I think I have irrefutably sustained my positions — to 
the doctrine of unconditional, p^toncU^ and eternal election. — There are 
HAKT or ouB BftiTHBSN TBis BAT who, 83 seiiotuly fts myself, deplom 
the Armibdan tendency of many of our preachers and churches. Well 
do they remember the former temple in the days of a Mulkey find his 
faithful coadjutors; and when they compare the present mil k-a?id- cider 
theology with theirs, they are like the ancient Jews at the remembrance 
of their former temple — weep bitterly^ Alas! alas! how has the fine 
gold become dim in many places of our hill-country! 80 that it is 
difficult to tell when a Baptist nlinister preaches, except he gets to 
ranting about Baptism. I say this with no disrespect to Baptism : it 
is a doctrine of the Bible» and ought to be preached; hnt we Bhoald 
not forget, at the same time» that our people need mdoetrinaimg upon 
more subjects than baptism. 

Yes, my Baptist brother, your people need "indoctrinating*' 
upon the beauties of unconditional election and reprobation^ 
as set forth in your Philadelphia Confession of Faith — your 
Uandard of doctrines ! I have no doubt that a hit at Graves 
was here intended, for his dishonesty in^ seeking to dodge the 
Galnnism of his ereed^ and even denjing the £uth 1 I wonld 
that all Baptist preaoheis were honest like this writn, who U 
himself understood to be a preaeher, and Vonld state their 
odious doctrine as they hold it ! He even charges them with 
hypocrisy, in holdin^j: one creed and preaching another. lie 
give .s them as a specimen of blunt, honest Calvin istic preaching, 
the discourses of old Jonathan Mulkey and his '^faithful 
ooadjntois" in the work of preaohing and defending "unam' 
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ditwnal, j^ersonal, and eternal election 1 knew Mr. Miil- 
key, and many of his "faithful coadjutors," and I will bear 
them witness that they did stand square up to this *'fine 
gold," and warred like men a^^ainst the *'milk-and-cider 
theology" ef those who offered Christ to all| aad held that 
n^en were aooounii^le for their base aots of orime, fluoh as 
stealing, lying, drankenness, perjury, andmnrderl 

As to all this " ranting about Baptism," it is certainly un- 
called for, even if Arminianism be true ; but in the event that 
Calvinism be true, it is ridiculous to baptize at ail, either by 
immersion or any other mode. If men are unconditionally, 
peraonallyy and eternally elected," they will be saved if they 
neyer eee water, and die drunk in the bargain ! If anoondi- 
tionallj elected— ^eternally elected — ^personally and individu- 
ally elected, the baptism of old Zeke HoUiman was just as 
valid as that of the old preacher in the wilderness whose meat 
was locusts and wild honey ! On the other hand, if uncon- 
ditionally, personally, and eternally" reprobated, to immerse 

man seren^ times seven in the Tcritable J^ytdan wonld be 
of no %Tail. 

Alas I how mnch more manly and Christian-like it wonld 
kaye been for Elder Graves to iiaye stated, with the candor 

of this writer in the ''Watchman, " that some of his brethren 
had become a&li imed of the doctrine of unconditional, per- 
sonal, ;ind eternal election," and that they wished to repudiate 
theic Philadelphia Confession of Faith — that he had himself 
lenonneed the doetrine, if suelr had been the fiust, than 
fidaely to accuse the MeihodistB of holding it, when, as ke . 
knew, of all men living, Methodist preachers, from Wesley 
down, are the mofet zealous opposers of the doctrine ! The 
only iiiicrruption of years of Christian love and fellowBhip 
between AVesley and White^eld was on account of Calvinism — 
the former opposing, and the latter advocating the abominable 
doctnne I That Mr. Qraves is at heact a Calvinist is evident 
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(torn the ^rU difibsed thronglioiit all tliat Be sajs or writes. 
Hear -what Ha. Jefferson says on this point, in &• letter to 

Dr. Cooper, beariug date November 2, 1822 : — 

The Uasphemy and absurdity of the five points of CalTin, and the 
impossibility of defending them, render their advocates impatieiit of . 
msoiUBg) inritable» and prone to denimoiatioi^of character. 

•But if Mr. Graves and' his pioui eoadjutors^ who are en* 
gaged in clrenlating this slander of Methodism^ will not re- 
gard it as arrogant in me^ I will give them, in a nutshdli 

what Methodists do hold and tcaeli ; and in doinsr, IwiU 
give them a system of theology which tliey may rely upon as 
scriptural, aud which they may venture to preach on all oc« 
casioDs, SB it will secure to them, one and all, a conscienoe 
void of offenoe toward God and toward man." 

First, then, go teach all nations,'' without any sort of dis- 
guise or conoealment, that God the Father hved all men-^ 
that the Son atoned for all men — that the Holy Ghost en- 
lightens, quickens, and strives with all — and that all who will 
may be saved. Iti other words, teach the people that the 
moving cause of the salvation of men, in all ages and coun- 
tries, is the love of God — ^that the meriiarious catuie of their 
salvation is the atonement of our Lord Jesus Ghrist^that 
the instrumental eaute is the Spirit and providence of God, 
with the appointed means of grace, such as water Imptism, 
the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, prayrr, etc. ; and, iinally, 
that tlie conditional cause is — not imrnrrsinn ^ but their obe- 
dience to the prescribed rules of faith aud practice which 
God has given them to walk by, and which are laid down in 
the Scriptures, in the Methodist Discipline, and the standard 
works of Methodism. This is a brief but orthodox system of 
theology, and it is one in the maitiv^nance of whieh God will 
bless the laborer and ])rosper the cause ia liio hauda. And it 
is alone under the preaching of these doctrines — summarily 
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contaiifted and compreheiisiTelj expressed in the foregoing 
sentences — ^tLat God does revive bis work. God never com- 
missidned any man to preacli a limited atmemenl — ^he never 
sanctioned the doctrine by a revival of bis work — he never 
tauglit the doctrine, Dor did any one of bis inspired apostles; 
and^ finally, no young convert ever believed the doctrine I 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Close Communion considered — Baptists more unscripturally close than 
others — ^Derivation of the term Sacrament — Froselj^ting practice of 
Baptieto^RobeH Kali, a distingoiflli^d Baptist preaoher, opposed 
to GloBO Communioii— A oaie of outrageous bigotry and Olose Com- 
munion — Elder!^ rfrives. Buck, and Howell, for Close Commnnion — 
Baptism epsontiai to salvation, both with Baptists and Roman Ca- 
tholics — Clu:ie Communion leads to treason against God — Christ's 
Idngdom eternal — John's kingdom temporaary-^TermB of Methodist 
communion reasonable and scriptural — They exclude HO (Hrthodox 
Chiifitiaiis in good standing in t^eir own Churches. 

In this chapter 1 propose to say all tbat I ^i^em neoessaij 
to be said on the subject of Close Communion^ and tbe prao- 
tioe of both iho Baptist and Methodist Ghnrohes in Axnerioa. 
No preaoheis of any denomination are so clamoxons upon the 
subject of commnnbn'' as those of the Baptist denomidip 
tion. On all occasions, during their commuuiou seasons, pub- 
licly and privately, with a view to creatingr an impression 
favorable to their illiberal and bigoted practice, thej regret, in 
one breath, that they cannot invite tbeir brethren of oth» 
denominations to the Lord's table^ beeanse they haye neTer 
obeyed Iho oomraand;'* and, in the next breathy they justify 
their niggardfy proseription of better men than themselyes 
by quoting that scripture which teaches that '^it is not iiieet 
to take the children's bread and give it to doys !** 

On page 470 of the Iron Wheel," Mr. Graves heads his 
thirty-eighth chapter, whi«h covers thirty pages of his work, 
in part, with these* remarimble words — ^remafkable, as I shall 
hereafter show, because nUer^f foJtwy and uttered with a per- 
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feet kiiowlodLre of their having bo foundatiou in truth, be- 
cause he haB seen the Dificipliae^ where the lie is g^VttU direct 
to bis assections : — « . - 

'The Methodist^ ienm of communion — None so clote^ or so unscri^turally 
doM — They iHvert the ardmanee^ and vMUe the order — The Bit' 
e^fUne forbids Methodist pnaekere to moiU members of other denomina' 
Hons — All who €wamuM with Meihoditis muH not onljjf believe, bmt drese 
like them, * .. . 

This chapter Mr. Graves -coacludes after this fashion, ou 
page 496 ; — 

In conclusion, let me ask, in all earncstnons, why will Methodist 
preachers continue to give general invitafions to all profe*»!?e<i Christ- 
ians, and sinners too, nnd especially urge Baptists to come to their 
tables, and when they respectfully decline, charge them with an un- 
christian spirit, and bigotry ; and when Baptists do not invito them, 
abuse tliom for uiich:irlt:iblcne!'s and wfint of liberality? Methodist 
ininisiter.s have their niles and directions, as we have seen, and they 
are bound to their strict observance by all the sanctities of oaths and 
promises ; and why do they not keep them touching the administra- 
tion of the Supper, as they are known to do in other matters? 

Do they not invite Baptists to their table with the intent to insult 
us, to outrage our feelings, and to prejudice our views and practice 
in the eyes of the world ? For tne to ask and urge a man or woman 
to ^o that — to participate in soma act which I well knew bis or her 
principles of Iionor or virtue wonld not allow, and which I well knew 
that man or woman consi<lcred criminal, would I not be offering a 
gross insult to that person ? And suppose I had been repelled and re- 
buked again and again, in. what light must my third and fifth and 
twentieth invitation bo regarded ! ! Do not Methodist preachers know 
full well that Baptists can no more go to their tables, or commune 
with them, witliout a surrender of all their principles and a violation 
of the word of God, etc. 

The word Bocramewt k derived from tho Latin «ord sactO' 
menhim, wMoli signifies an obligation or oath. The word was 

adopted by the writers of the Latin Chnrch to denote those 
ordinances of rcHirion l)y whicli (yhristians come under an ob- 
H<;ation of obedience to God, and vrhieh oblig;atioD, they sup- 
posed, was efjuully Hucred with that of an oath. It was also 
applied by the early writers of the Western Church to any 
eeremony of our holy religion, especially if it were fignrati?e 
8*- 
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or mystical. But a more definite signification of this word 
by dcgrciis prevailed, and by divines of modem ti^es it is 
used in a strict sense. 

Of sacramentij; in a strict sense of the word^ Protestant 
Ohurehes admit of but two : and a greater number caonpt 
well be made out from Scripture. These are Bafetsm and 
the Lc^d's Supper. This latter^ it is admitted by all de- 
nominations of Christians, with the exception of oile, is of 
perpetual obligation, and that it was desif^ncd by its Founder 
to be one of the visible expre^^iuns of our faith in his blood, 
and of our fraternal love to his followers. Do Baptists — I 
mean CUm Gommuni(m Baptists — regard it in tliis light? 
Does Elder Grayes so regard it^ who, bj his writings and oral 
instructions, seeks to widen the breach between Baptists and 
others f Let his illiberal writings, and his bigotry and abuse 
of all who are not of his "faith and order/' uiiivver these 
uearching interrogatories ! 

When the table is spread, by any one denomination, and 
the bread and wine placed thereon, it is emphatically ^Ac taUe 
of the Lord, and not the table of particular denomina- 
tion. The dAtj of the administrator is to invite all orUiodox 
Christians who are in good staining in their respective 
Churches — as the Methodists {nvariahh/ do — to join in the 
coiuiuemoration of the death and sufferings of Christ; and ho 
is not at liberty to withhold the sacred elements from such, 
or to order them to stand aside, as the Baptists do on all 
occasions. If a Baptist commune with the members of any 
one of our evangelical denominations, acknowledged by Bap- 
tists, themselves to be orthodox upon all questions of faith, 
(excepttpgonly immersion,^ he is arraigned before his Church 
upon a charge of inimoraUti/ ; and if he refuse to acknow- 
ledire publicly that he has finned against God and his brethren, 
promiaiflg to do so no more, 4ic is publicly expelled, his name 
is at once erased from the Church kK>k, and he is told that 
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he is DO longer a member, entitled to the privileges of God's 
people I And whj? Because he had eommnned inth — saji 
Methodist, Ftesbyterianj or Lutheian CkrUU&n$ ! Nor would 
this be done in an isolated oasey but thousands would be ex- 
pelled, if thousands dared thus to commune, and refused to 
make these humiliating confessions — acknowledging really, 
to appeuse the wrath of a bigoted membership, what they 
neither felt nor believed 1 

Mr. Graves speaks frequently of protdyHng features 
of Methodism/' and denounces such a spirit, as though His 
own Church is not more deepl} imbued with this hateful spirit 
than that of any other denomination in the United States I 
In East Tennessee, it is within my own certain knowledge 
that men have joined the Baptist Church with an express 
stipulation that they were to be allowed the privilege of com- 
muning with other Christian denominations, and afterwards^ 
when the flimsy arguments of their pastors failed to convince 
them that such acts of fellowship were tinfvly for doing so 
they have been turned out, publicly expelled, by the very 
congregations who thus received them ! The truth is, that 
the Baptists in East Tennessee, where I am best ac(|uaiiited, 
frequently hold out inducements of this kind to get persons 
of liberal and charitable views to join them, believing that 
th^ can strengthen them in the fSuth of their narrow-mind- 
edness } and when some have proved refiractory, and ooutended 
for open communion,'' as stated before, they have dismissed 
them from their ranks ! 

Let me, just at this point, ask the advocates of a restricted 
communion, inchidincr the "North Carolina Publishintr So- 
ciety of the Baptist Church,^' a few plain questions, demand- 
ing of them categorical answers. What real difference is 
there between attending this communiott-service with Pedo- 
baptists, and other exercises of devotion, such as preaching, 
singing, and prayer? What difference is there between at* 
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tendiog at the Lord's table with a respectable and pioua Me- 
thodist or Fresbytemn, «id uniting with him in a pnjer- 
meeting, or at a throne of grace, in a reviTal, in behalf of a fern 
penitent seekers of religion ? Why preach, ezhorty sing, pray, 
shout, shake hands, and rejoice with Methodists and Presby- 
terians, at one of their protracted meetinsp, and then utterly 
refuse to commune with them, or let them commuue with 
you ? I leave the Key. Kobekt Hall, an educated and 
pions gentlemaB, and evidently the meet talented minister the 
Baptist Church ever laid claim to, to answer these questioDS ; 
for it is plain to be seen that our Tennessee Baptists wilf sot 
eomdeteend to answer them. And let every Baptist ^ read, 
iiiurk, iearu, and iowardly digest" the following seuiiible, ay, 
and liberal Christian views of Mr. Hall : — 

I most htg leave to notice a strikiDg mconristence hi the advooates 

of strict communion. Nothing is mofe certain than that the com- 
munion of saints is by no means confined to one particular occasion, 
or limited to one transaction, such as that of assembling around the 
Lord's table : it extends to all the modes by whieh believers recognize 
each other as the members of a common Head. Every expressioii of 
fraternal regard. ovf»rv participation in the enjoyments of social wor- 
ship, every instance ui the unity of the Spirit exerted in prayer and 
■application, or in acts of Christian sympathy and friendship, as truly 
beUmgs to the eommnnioa of saints as uie celebratioa of l^e etioha*' 
rist. In truth, if we are strangeps to communion with our fellow- 
Christians on other occasions, it is impossible for us to enjoy it there ; 
for the mind, is not a piece of mechanism which can be set aff<Hng at 
pleasore, whose movements are obedient to the eall of time and plase. * 
Nothing short of an habitnal sympathy of spirit, sprin jiin^ from the 
enltivation of benevolent feeling and the interchange of kind oflSces, 
will secure that reciprocal delight, that social pleasure, which is the 
soul of Christian communion. Its richest fruits are frequently re- 
served for private conferenoe, like that in whieh the two diadples 
were engaged in tlieir way to Emmaus, when their hearts burned 
within them, while the Lord opened to thom the Scriptures. When 
they take sweet ooonsel togeUier as they go to the house of God in 
company, when they bear eaeh other's burdens, weep with those that 
weep, and rejoice with them that r^oice, say, have Christians no mu- 
tual fellowsliip? Is it not surprising that, losing sight of such ob- 
vious facts, our opponeuts always reason on the subject of communion 
as though it related merely to the &acrameut 't La every other par- 
tiodar they set just as we do. 
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HowftTer our opponents may deviate from Scripture, let them at 
least be consistent with themselves, and either follow out their ovrn 
principles to their just consequence, by withholding from the mein- 
oen of oflier deiioiiiiiiatioiis every token of fraternal rcgju-d, or freely 
admit them to the Lord's table. As the case BtaiidB at present^ their 
Tnode of proceeding is utterly untenable. In a variety of instances, 
they indulf^e themselves in those acts of communion with Pedo- 
baptibts which are peculiar to Christians : they frequently make them 
their month in addressing the Deity: they exdiange pulpits, and 
even engage their assistance in exercises intended as a preparation 
for the eucharist; and after lip'hting the flame of devetifm at tlicir 
torch, they most preposterously turn round to inform them that they 
are not worthy to participate. It would be difficult to convince a 
stranger to our practice that it were possible to be guilty of sneh an 
absurdity. Is the observance of nn external rite, let me ask, a more 
solemn part of religion than addressing the Majf-^ty of heaven and 
earth? And shall we depute Aim to present our prayers at his foot- 
stool who would defile a sacrament by his presence? Suppose tiiem 
to relax from their rigor, and to admit pious Pedobaptists to their 
fellowship ; to whiit would it amount? To nothing? more than a pub- 
lic acknowledgment of their union to Christ, and their interests in his 
benefits ; and as they fully acknowledge both, why scruple to do it at 
the table of their common Lord? Why select an ordinance designed 
for the commemoration of the dying love of the Redeemer as the sig- 
nal for displaying the banners of party; and, by reviving the remem- 
brance of diil'erences elsewhere consigned to oblivionj give the utmost 
publicity to dissenfiions which are the reproach of the Church and 
the triumph of the world Y 

I have charged the Baptists of this eoantry with selfish- 
ness, higotry, intolerance, and a shameful want of Christian 
liberality; but / am regarded as an enemy, and heQce full 
credit is not given to what I say. To satisfy others 
that Baptists are chargeable with bigotry, I will give one 
more quotation from the illustrious author before mentioued| 
Mr. Hall 

* By consulting Parke Godwin's Universal Biography, the reader 
will see that Mr. Hall was not only an eminent Baptist preacher and 
distinguished theological writer, but his fsUher before him was a Bap- 
tist preacher. Robert was educated in a Baptist colleL'f at Bristol. 
He was once a Professor in King's College at Aberdeen, where he took 
the degree of Master of Arts, lie was pastor of the Baptist congre- 
gation at Iidcester for twenty years. In 1826 he became the Presi- 
dent of Bristol Academy, and the pastor of Broadmead Chapel. He 
carried his conp^rc^Tationf with him in favor of open or free commu- 
nion, lie died in 18B1, aged 67. (See page 474 of Godwin.) 
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The very appellaticHi of Baptist, together with the tenets which 
it is designated, become associatcfl -^vitli the idea of bigotry. With 
mingled surprise and iudiguatiuu others behold us making pretensions 
which no other denomination of Protestants assumes — ^placing our- 
aelves in an attitude of hostiutt towards the whole Christian world, 
and virtually daimiug to be the only Church of Christ upon earth. For- 
tified it is by its claims to juitiqnity and universality, and combining 
in its exterior whatever is adaptu^ to dazzle the imagination and cap- 
tivftte the senses, there is yet nothing in the Church of Rome that has 
exdted more indignation and disgust than this very pretension. What 
then must bo tlio sensation produced when, in the nVtscnce of all tho<;o 
advantages, a sect comparatively small and ini^iguiticant erects itself 
on a solitary eminence, from whence it repels the approach of all 
otiier Christians! 

I will here give an instuuce of the combined bigotry and 
despot! m of Baptists, which occurred within eight miles of 
wbcre 1 was then liviag, and which will serve to illustrate 
their feelings and practice iluoughout thd South and West, 
moderated ia their outward appearances in propordon to the 
refined state of soeletj^ and the strength and influence of 
other denominations. At a Baptist protracted meeting at 
Sinking Creek church, in Carter county, and only ahout eight 
miles west of Elizabethton, the Methodists and Pre^ibyterians 
were invited to attend, from the village of Elizabethton, 
which thoy did, and aided in the labors of the meeting. 
Towards the close of the meeting the sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper was administered, and the pastor of the church, 
Elder BAYLBSii after detaiUng the reasons why lAtgsj could 
not suffer others to commune with them, determined to con- 
vince them that they were not wanting either in Christian 
love or affectionate regards for them. Accordingly, he notified 
the congregation that "a// ^oho icere in good standing in their 
own Churches might occupy the front seatSy and see the I/ord's 
p^bple partake of hie sb^fd blood and broken body!*' What 
amazing condescension I What a display, of Christian charity! 
Qow calmly resplendent must have btfen the glory of this 
scene — this ebtdlition of a haughty dogmatism ! Ye murky 
clouds of superstition from the Scandinavian forests, do 

• 

■ 
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permit yourselves to be eclipsed by the smoke of the bigotry 
displayed on this occasion! Stand fast, ye inhabitants of 
earth and heaven, and see the light of Christian charity, in its 
full-orbed glory, burst at once upon the congregation of saints 
at Sinking Creek, while "all who are in good standing" in 
other Churches are permitted to occupy seats near to the 
throne, and witness the glorious sight ! Look on, ye unpo- 
lished barbarians of the Methodist order, and ye unbaptized 
heathens of the Presbyterian persuasion, totally ignorant of 
the fashionable etiquette of Christiar^ courtesy, and learn 
what religion is ! 

But, to be serious, those who were "in good standing in 
their own Churches" had do right to complain at this treat- 
ment, for they were, at that time, living in the neglect of a 
known duty. And they must have known, nay, did know, 
from what Elder Bayless taught them, that they could no 
more get to heaven without being immersed hy a baptist 
^ jyreacherj than they could arrest the sun in his course, or 
check the impetuous cataract of Niagara in its onward and 
terrible progress ! - 

Messrs. Graves and Bayless are by no means alone in their 
exclusive views upon these points. In an editorial headed 
^^Invalid Baptism,'' in the Louisville Baptist "Banner and 
Pioneer" of February 24, 1842, a paper I have been careful 
to preser^''e — an article from the pen of Elder Buck, the then 
resident editor, an erudite Gothamite indeed, only excelled 
by the jackdaw strut of his co-laborer, the immortal Howell — 
I find the same prescriptive spirit displayed. I give the 
article verbatim, et literatim, et punctuatim, et spellatim: 

* We regard nothing as gospel baptism but the immersion in wat«^ 
of a believer, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

How frequently do Baptist ministers, if but a hand or a part of the 
subject be uncovered in the water, immerse again? And whoever^ 
thought that this was Anibaptismf And yet we risk nothing in saying, 
that it is as decidedly re-baptism, as it would be to re-immerse an 
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indiTidaal who had been immersed bv a Pcdo-baptist minister, [a 
Methodiet, Presbjteriaii, ete. J OB, ANY OIH£& UNAUIUOElZliU) 
ADMINX&XKATOEl 

A seoonS extract from the same article u in these words : 

Now we ^ke the grouud that no baptism is valid, whatever be its 
Cfmfonnit^ to tl^e New Testatkient model in otber respects, unless ftd* 

ministered by a -scripturally authorized adjiinistratoe. Again: 
we take the groiin<J that no body or eommnnity of men, can confer 
this authority or right, upon an individual, to administer the ordi- 
nances of the gospel, but «pb CHumoH Jbsvb Cbkist alone, [i. e. 
the Baptist Church!] Once more; we take tke ground, that the 
church of Jesus Christ is a boily of baptized belicTcrs, (of immersed' 
Baptists!) duly organized and embodied upon the principles of the 
gospel; AND THAT NO OTHER IS TXIE CHUECH OF JESUS 
CHRIST!! * 

I want the reader to bear io miud this ^t, that ihm mum- 
moth sheet, published weekly, is the organ of the Baptist 
Cbnicli in the Sontlk and West, edited at that date by five 
j)reacher8 ^d that denomination^ the aUesfe thej oonld muster. 

tint Elder lE^weR has publ&ihed a work of 900 pages upon 
this «iud other subjects. He was appointed to write this 
work by the Baptist State Convention held iu Nashville in 
1840; aad, true to the trust confided in him, he dedicated 
his book to ^'The Baptist Convention of the State of Tea* 
nessee I" Here is a specimen ^f the insnAdng pretensions of 
Qn§ Obnretl, as laul down by Mr*^ Howell i • 

These facta and considierations demonstrate tliat the Baptist is the 
onJ^ Church which can claim the apostolic origin^ and that in its organi- 
Mtion and olijects it is conformed in all respectrto the word of &od; 
THAT THB APOSTOLIC CHURCH WAS BAPTIST, and that through 
several channels* it mat/ be rcadihj and surely traeedf in a 9UU€ of GOngpth 
rafirr purity^ down to our 0wn times. — P. 280. 

Ours is the only denomination who place this ordinance (baptism) 
in its true position, where It was left by Ohrist and his apostles: who 
rlKl$^ on the orxe hand, to despoil it of its solemn and appropriate 
forms, aud who (Io not, on the other, unduly exalt its importiBUice and 
effic^y.— P. 204. ' 

# : 

* Olio of tlu'-io "channels," a inl a moat inii)orta*.t i , too. is tliat of Zclr TToHi' 
man, at Providence, iminersitiff Williams, and WiUituns in return ulnnglixg UollUmui 
« (ftid Uie other Unr That was a " chanml*' Witt a vengeenc*! Ay» aad that waa 
claiming '^apoatolic drigin" for yoni 
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We cannot commune with Pedobaptista, because, not uaying beeh 

IMMERSED, THET ARE NOT BAPTIZED. P. 185. 

We cannot unite with Pedobaptists in sacramental communion 

WITHOUT AN ACTUAL ABANDONMENT OR PRACTICAL FALSIFICATION OP 

ALL OUR PRINCIPLES, ON BOTH BAPTISM AND THE LORP'S SUP- 
PER.— P. 134. 

In regard, however, to the object especially before us,' I shall sus- 
tain the proposition that baptism (immersion) has ever been regarded 
as an essential preparation for the Lord's Supper^ by component proof. 

—P. 65. : 

And as IN BAPTISM wo profess to have received SPIRITUAL 
LIFE, so, in communicating at the Lord's table, we have the emblems 
of that heavenly food by which we grow, and in virtue of which we 
hope to live for ever, And as we are born of God but once^ so we are 
baptized but once, etc. — ^P. 69. 

Now, Mr. Graves takes occasion, throughout his work, to 
compare Methodists, who sprinkle and pour water in baptism, 
to Roman Catliolics. For his benefit, I propose to show that 
himself, Buck, Howell, and all who endorse their views, arc 
not unlike the Catholics^ by any means. The Catholic Cate- 
chism, and the Canons of the Council of Trent, teach pre- 
cisely this language : ^ 

If any one shall say that baptism is not essential to salvation, 
let him be accursed. Sin, whether contracted by birth from our first 
parents, or committed ourselves, is, by the admirable virtue of this 
sacrament, remitted and pardoned I ^ 

4 Verily, if Catholics go to any greater lengths on the 
subject of baptism than Graves, Buck, and Howell have 
gone, I have not the capacity to make the discovery. I 
have -given the doctrines of both in their own words, referring 
to chapter and verse. The h3rpothesis of these close-commu- 
nion Baptists nullifies the Abrahamic covenant, dispenses 
really with the sacred office of the gospel ministry, and the 
important relations of Church membership. In further con- 
sideration of these points, I have some four or five reflections 
to offer : 

1. The Close Baptists lay such a stress upon baptism by 
immersion y as to make it the sole condition of admittance to 
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the Lord's table — a table which they say can only be spread 
by ministers who have been immersed — no others being 
invested with ministerial functions — none others being even 
members of the Church of Christ ! 

2. The Close Baptists hold and teach that there is no 
Church militant but Theirs, and that there is no ministry 
but such as is constituted by churches of their faith and 
order;" but they will call on Pedobaptists, at their revivals, 
to pray for their seekers, and to preach the word — thus 
making them their " mouth in addressing the Deity," as « 
Mr. Hall expresses it, to ask God's blessings to be poured 
upon them, or to declare His will concerning them, which is 
vastly more important and sacred than to prepare and offer 
the bread and wine ! 1, 

3. The Close Baptists believe and teach that immersion is 
the only door into the Church; but they will not receive into 
their communion persons who have been regularly immersed 
by others, unless they repudiate their baptism, and the minis- 
terial functions of all other ministers — therefore, the repudia- 
tion of the ministerial functions of all other ministers is the 
door into the Baptist Church ! 

4. The Close Baptists are influenced by a spirit which is 
opposed to the kingdom of Christ — a spirit which would «e< 
up another kingdom in opposition, and nullify the covenant 
of God, and at the same time wear the name of Christian 1 
God has never had but one spiritual kingdom in the world. 
This kingdom was set up in the family of Abraham. It was 
with God's people in the wilderness, and was planted with 
them in the land of promise. In this kingdom Christ was 
born. Over this kingdom Christ reigns. 

5. And, finally, the Close Baptists have set up a kingdom 
in opposition to Christ; therefore, the Close Baptists are 
^ilty of TREASON AGAINST GOD ! 

In the outset of this chapter I quoted from Mr. Graves the 
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broad assertion, that no denomination laid down terms of 
communion "so close, or so unscripturally close" as those of 
the Methodists, with the additional and more monstrous 
assertion, that "the Discipline forbids Methodist preachers 
to invite members of other denominations.'* Both assertions 
are false; and all who have ever witnessed the administration 
of the Lord's Supper among Methodists, know that the 
preachers distinctly say : ^^This is not the table of the Method- 
istSf but of the Lordj and we invite all orthodox Christians 
who are in good standing in their own Churclies to commune 
with ns." 

As to the closeness of the terms, these are laid down in the 
Discipline, and invariably stated by the administrator at the 
table, being a part of the ceremony required on the occasion. 
They ought not to be made looser by any denomination, and 
such as do not come up to this standard should not approach 
the table. They are found under the head of "Sacramental 
Services," etc., and are in these word? : 

Yo that do truly and earnestly repent of your sins, and are in lovo 
and charity with your neighbors, and intend to lead a new life, fol- 
lowing the commandments of God, and walking from henceforth in 
his holy ways, draw near with faith, and take this holy sacrament to 
your comfort; and make your humble confession to Almighty God, 
meekly kneeling upon your knees. i ■ ■■ 
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CHAPT£il IX. 

False assertions by Elder OraTos — Nature and use of baptism — The 
Abrahamic covenant considered — Baptism in lieu of circumcision-^ 
The rights of infants secured in both cases — Scriptural eyidence of 
the soundnms of these positions — ^Baptism the door into the Church 
— Bajjtlsts eiitrr fhe Clim-ch backwards ! — Dniikerg practice trino 
immersion, but go it face foremost! — Methodists, Presbyterians, 
Episcopalians, and others, enter the Church of God faces foremost^ 
eonsciooB of reetitiide of intention, snd of tmng engaged in aots 
thej tare not ashamed of I 

On page 415| Mr. Giaves pioperly oommenees his tirade 
upoD Baptism, and continues it through four entire chapters 
of his work. In addilion to his misrepresenting every featnre 
of Methodism, a^s cuiiQcoted with the ordinance of baptism, 
he teaches heresies as abomiMable, throughout, as those coa* 
tended for by the corrupt Church of Rome. He takes the 
ground that baptism by immersion is the only true and scrip- 
tural mode; and that a Baptist preacher is the only divinely 
audiorised expounder of God's word, and* the only legal 
administrator of the ordinances and sacraments of his Church I 

These broad and unqualified assertions, uttered by Mr. 
Graves and by ultra B;i})tists almost daily, both in word and 
fJcpd, are utterly unauthorized and unfounded — do utterly 
disi'rauchise the entire .ministry of several large and respectable 
denominatiotis, indeed, of nearly the whole Christian world, and 
annihilate the clerical character of almost every evangelical 
minister belonging to those denominations, as well slso ss the 
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yalidify of eTerjr ceremony performed by them. It is no vin- 
dication to say that the Baptists do not intend to go tlius far 
— it is sufficient for tlic public to know that thny do qo fJivs 
far. I have already shown, in the preceding cliapter, that 
with the Baptists, qualifications for admission — not to the 
Lorc^s table, but to the table of the BapiiiUf with bread and 
wme spread thereon — are, that the commnnieants must hare 
been baptized by tmmerston, and that baptism must have 
been performed by a Baptist j^reachery who was himself IM- 
MERSED by a man of the same " faith and order." Because, 
with the Baptist denomination, a man is m tdo a minister of 
the gospel, not by the Holy Ghost, but by immersion ! Why 
do I say this ? I say it because a Bafftist is not a ministerof 
Christ until ho is immersed, either in his own estimation or in 
the estimation of his Church. 

The Pharisees, and others, did not oppose the truths uttered 
by our Lord and his disciples with more vehemence, than do 
the Baptists oppose all other modes of baptism save the one 
practiced by themselves. The Sadduoees did not advocate 
the doctrine that there is neither angel nor spirit with more 
xeal^ than do the Baptists that their forms and ceremonies are 
light, and that those of all other sects are wrong. 

I intend this chapter shall be devoted to'the nature and use 
of baptism, and other points connected therewith ; but as 
my custom is, before entering upon the argument, I will 
submit a few of Mr. Graves's assertions and positions, which 
shall serve for me as a text. He heads his thirty-fourth 
ohapter^ commencing on page 415| with ^hese words — 
clearly indicating the course of the ar^ment throughout 
this chapter : 

Mcthod'istH liavo two distinct *< baptisms," one for infants and onf^ for 
adults — A distinct and different office for eacli — A distinct and alto- 
gether different design for euch — Tlie regeiieratiou of infants in 
baptism in all cases, plainly taught in the Discipline and standard 
works of the Book .Concern 
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He condaots the argamentj on page 419, after this truly 
c^^nyincing Btjle : 

Does not the infant of :i day diflfer as much from an adult of twcntj- 
two or fifty, as non-intelligence from intelligence — asirratioiiaUty from 
rationality t and, so far as being the eubject of gospel address and 
goppe! iiiotiveK, as a bell difTors from a believer ? Then certainly the 
command to baptize a believer in Christ — and we liave a coramand to 
baptize no other character — can no more be construed by Methodists 
into the liberty to baptize nnoonscioos infants and non-belieTtng eMl- 
dren of a doxen yeans than it can by the Papists into a pemnission to 
baptiae bells, asses, and loeomotiTes^wluck tbey do: 

His nexty aod by far most uoaDswerable argument, conti* 
nued on tbe same page, is tbis : 

1. Are not words put into the mouth of the Saviour that he never 
used, in order to teach the doctrine that no infont or nnbaptized person 
can be saved ? ! Born anew of water and of the Holy Ghost," Christ 
never said; but, Except one be bom of water and wind he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of heaven," he did 8<^. This is what he said 
— these were the identical words iie used. 

I pause only to remark, tbat ibb sabstitution of vnnd for 
Spirttj I take to be according to the new version Graves and 

others are so zealous to have adopted ! That such men phould 
bo anxions to substitute fririd for the //^'/y Ghostj is quite 
natural. Indeed, I have no doubt Graves himself was bom 
of water and wind" exclusively! Of course this change of 
wind for Spirit is intended to run through the whole transla- 
tion; and in many respects such changes are peculiarly 
adapted to Baptists of Mr. Graves's character aod sentiments. 
But let us see how it will work. 

*^The wind itself beareth witne>;s -vvith our icindj that we 
are the children of God." Again: ''God is windy' ay, 
and sucli as *^ worship him must worship him in wind and in 
truth.'' And again, in 2 Corinthians iii. 17: ''^Now the 
Lord is that wind; and where the wind of the Lord is, 
there is liberty/' 

This last vene, thus translated and changed, is peculiarly 
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adapted to most of ihe Baptist preachers in this ooantcy, who 
oppose the use of any and all hooks except'the Bihle — ^pnh- 

licly boast that they have no ^' cdecation' or ^'huuLan larnhi' 
— claim to he inspired — and only announce to an audience 
such texts of Scripture as God reveals to them for special 
purposes and oocasionsj either after thoir arrival at the place 
of woishipi or on their waj thither! Xhese men usually pro- 
fess to open their mouths^ and to speak as the Lord JUh them, 
or, to use their precise language; as He ^< shall give light and 
liberty." Truly the Lord fills them with air, which, when 
put in motion by the stentorian lungs of a Baptist preacher, 
is **wind and then, if a congregation will take words for 
idem, and sound for sensCy they will have "another gospel j" 
as ^Uhe wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the 
90%nd ikereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither 
it goeth : so is eveiy one that is horn of the wind !** 

•'Blow rock and mountain rampart round. 
Till glory echoes back the soundl" 

His thirty-fifth chapter, commencing on page 428, has this 
heading, indicatiDg the points both discussed and misrepre- 
sented : 

Adolt baptism distinct from infant— Its design, with the exception — 

No faith required of the adult, snvo f}t;it required hy tlio Romish 
Church — And no profession of ref^eneration as a condition of bap- 
tism — Regeneration ordinarily the same witii baptism. 

And this chapter he concludes in these Words : 

In consideration of these teachings, can Baptists, with any kind of 
reason, be called upon to recognize the Methodist Episcopal society 
09 a OhruHan or gospel Church? Is it a congregation of beliercrs, 
uccording to the definition of the Discipline, in which the word of Qod 
is faithfully preached, and the ordinances duly administered f 

The pastor of the Baptist church in Nashville has been 
employed in publishing an essay on 'Uhe Church/' the posi- 
tions of which are thus summed up by Elder Graves, in an 
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editorial notice in the Tennessee Baptist,^' which I find ia 
that paper for December 22, 1855. 

He takes the true position that Pedobaptist societies are not gospel 
C^utthit in anif true tente, and tbat Pedobaptist preachers are not 
mtmbert of ffO^Mi Churches, and consequently not baptized or ordained^ 
and therefore not ministers of Christian Church WLy then should 
Baptists recognize them as such by assorifrf'tnt;/ ?'; /? (hem as such — 
recoguizing tiitim as official ministers hy iuvitiug tlicm into our pulpits, 
or to seats in onr ddiberatlTe bodies t We do not beli«Te tbat Baptist 
obnrehes generaUy will alirays aet inconsistently. 

This is BOt ail Mr. GravcB has ftud reoently in his paper, 
bearing upon this subject. He has boasted tluit these senti- 
ments, of which his paper is the strenuous adyooate, are 

rapidly giiining ground among the Baptists of the South-west, 
whicli I have no doubt is the fact, seeing their endorsement 
by the " North Carolina Baptist Publishing Society." Re- 
volting as such conclusions must be to liberal minds and truly 
pious hearts, I do not see how those who hold that bapHim %i 
the door inio the Chwreh^ and that nothing but immtrdon is 
baptism, can hold back from the same conolusions. They aie 
the plain, logical, and unavoidable sequences of such premises, 
if I have not forgotten what logic is. The only way for pious 
and charitable Baptists — of whom there are many — to avoid 
such conclusions, is to retrace their it^s, and give up their 
favorite dogma, that immersion alone X9 hapttanf which is the 
logical thunderbolt, in their chain of reasoning, which drives 
them to this revolting oondnsion 1 

Now, what is baptism f It is a sal$rament which has occa- 
sioned endless controversies durinir the last two or three hun- 
dred years, the ohligation of which, it is affirmed, rests uj»un 
the example of our Lord, who— not in jpenon, but by his 
disciples — baptized such as, by his discourses and miracles, 
were brought to a knowledge of the truth. Does the obliga- 
tion baptism rest upon any thing else ? It further resli 
upon the solemn command of Christ to his apostles, after his 



Twamdt^tm^^^Qo and teteh all nations, baptinng tbam in 

the name of tlie i'Vtlier, aod of tliu Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost ;'' (not of the '^vnnd," as G-raves would have it I) aad 
upoa the j^mctke of tbo AposUeSi w^jo went forth and did as 
they were commanded. 

But it My thing fiiwthar to he undentood hy hapiiam? I 
answer, it is & rite or -oeramony by wfaieh in^Tidnals are 
initiated into the p ro fe ssion of the GhristiaD religion ; ovj if 
the reader please, it Ih the appointed mode by which an 
individual assuijies the profc.-sion of Christianity; or, to 
be still more explioit, it is the door by which persons 
BMTER THE Church OF GoD ON EARTH, and arc admitted to 
a particopaition of the privilege heiongiog to the foUoweia of 
Christ IiiotiierwordS;itisbyd#0Kdiiianeaof baptisaathat 
those who helie?e the gospel, or profess fidth in Christy an to 
he separated from the wicked, and joined to the visible 
Church ; and the application of water, or the rite accompany- 
iog it, is, as it ever has been, inteoded to represent the wash- 
ing awayi or openly renooneingi the impurities of our nataral 
state— <rar Bwneroas and grierons offenoes; and, eoaseqnentlyi 
it amst he nndsntood tiiat at least s prafessioa of repentanoe 
must always aoeompany a profession of ftith in Christ JTesos. 
Howeyer, as I shall have occasion to speak of baptism as the 
door into the Church, it is proper here that I qualify this 
expression. Baptism is properly a sacrament of the gospel — 
was instituted by Christ himselt as the inUiating rite into the 
Chnreh; and in this sense I elaim 4o be wndMsfeood when I 
spedc of it as <&« door. Li a striet sense, Christ is Mnmlf 
the door into his Church ; bat water baptism entitles the 
person to the pririiegee of the Ohuroh on earth, while the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost is that which (|u.ilifies the indi- 
vidual for the Church triumphant. Water Ijitptism alone does 
not qualify a person for admission into Christ's holy Church; 
but baptism by water and the Holy Ohost'' will (pndifjrone 
9 
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tat the Clrardi on eartk and in heaven. And wliile ilie 

former is not essential to salvation itself, of itself, the latter 
is; and the two united must not be neglected. For the Word 
B&ja, ^'Except a man be bom of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God." 

This is the view that Methodists take of this subject^ and 
it is a yiew in irhieh almost eveij erangeUoal denominatum 
oqnsnn. The Baptists, like the Boman Oatholios, cany their 
^ opinions far beyond this view of the subject. The llomanists, 

in their opinions as to the efficacy of this sacrament, consider 
baptism, administered by a priest, as of iuelf applying the 
merits of Christ to the iadi?idiial baptised. The Baptists and 
Bomanists .differ as to the mode and mbjeci$ of baptism, hot 
not as it regards the tffieac^ of the saomneni of baptism. 
AcMding to the Bomanists, baptism is absolutely neeessirjr 
to salyation; and they therefore admit its validity when 
administered to a (h/ing child by any person present, should 
there be no prie&t at hand ! Tn this they are much more 
liberal than our Baptist brethren. The ISaptists hold that 
baptism by immersum is absolutely neoeesaiy tojalTatioO; hot 
deny its validity when idndnistered by any one bnt a BajpHtt 
preacher, who has himself been ^mmereed by some one who 
was immerted hejhre &tm, and b^iered in tiiat as the only 
true and scriptural mode of baptisuv They also deny that 
children have any right to the ordinance. 

But I have something more to say respecting the nature 
and nse of baptism. Thai bat^tism is a sacrament of the 
gospeli that it is an ovdininoe of great inqtortance^ and that 
it was designed by Ohiist to be perpetuated inhisOhnroh, are 
propontions which may be snstsined by such evidence as will 
satisfy every honest inquirer after tmth, and which nothing 
but an unreasonable prejudice, spiced with something of the 
stubbornness of the mitfe, wiJl induce any man to reject. 

I shaiLnot stop to inquire, in this chapter what is the j^uio^ 
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logical sense of the term haptizo, but what is the theological 
import of the sacrament of Christian baptism. In my ar- 
rangement of the examination of this subject^ this does not 
belong to this chapter, thougli it is necessary to be considered 
in order to a pz^r developnieiit of whole subject^ sod 
will be bioBght forward in the oomse of mj aigmnent on the 
mode of baptism. 

First; then, in a general sense, Christian baptism confers 
the mark upon the person baptized of religious distinction. 
All baptized persous are, by that mark of disuuctiun, sepa- 
rated from the common masses of irreligious persons — from the 
numerous citizens of a wicked world, sometimes known as 
''the Big Surrey/' It is the external and risible.badge of 
Chiistmnitjl Baptism is a pledge of« Divine grace whieh 
Christ has given to us, to assure us that all the benefits of 
salvation shall be secured to us on the conditions of the gos- 
pel. A mark of discrimination, then, is hereby applied to 
the Christian, and he is known as being devoted to Christy 
just as a Jew by circumcision was distinguished from a Gen- 
tile; and was known to be devoted to the law of Moses. 
Baptism is^ therefore; a seal which Ckrist puts upon us asliis 
own pledge of our salvation; on the condition of our fulfilling 
our covenant obligations to him. See Mark zvi. 16, where 
the promise of salvation is secured to baptized believers: 
'<lie that Ixilieveth and is baptized shall be saved." Also, 
Acts ii. ii8 : '^Then Peter said unto them, Ilopent and be 
bi^tized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for 
the remission of sinS; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost/' This is further evident from 1 Peter iii. 21. The 
apostle in this passage, after noticing the preservation of 
Noah and his family lu tlic urk^ ub:3erves : "The like figure 
whereunto even baptism doth also now save us." But then 
he says that it is "not the putting away of the filth of 
the fleshy" that iS; not merely the outward ceremony of bap- 
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tism, *^but the answer of n good conscience t/)ward God" — > 
the foIfilliDg of the coTenaat ohligatioiis which we take upon 
ouTBelyes by baptisiD. 

Toaohing upon the marie of diseritniiMitlon made known bj 
the lito of baptism, mme Baptkt writen, liolding to immer* 
Bton as ibe tmfy mode^-w does Blder OraTSS throiigboot bis 
entire book — have indulged in an amusing de^^ree of fancy. 
Iq iiobiusoa's Histcffy of Baptism^ page 17, it is said; — 

Baptize is a dyer's word, and signifies to dip so as to color. The 
• word, then, conveys two ideaa^the one literal, dippmg^ the other fig^ 

nrative, coloring : a figure, however, expressive of a real fact — mean- 
ing that John, by bathing persons in the river Jordan, conferred a 
character, a moral hue^ 09 dyers, by dipping into a dyeing-vat, set a 
tinot or oolor* 

I thiuk it likely that Elder Graves snbscribes to this view 
of the subject, from various paj^sapres in his book ! T do not 
belieye one word of it, and for this reason — the theoiy is not 
Ibanded in evidenoe. If baptism, by any mode, confer a 
moral hue, it is essential to sal^ration, beeanse it Is a rcM^e- 
roHng rite. This kind of $pirituai baptism tMb Momona 
beBeve in, who also mmer$e, and at the time of hnnen^n^ 
they profess to baptize with the Holy Ghost. This is a re- 
vival of the exploded theory of old Simon Maf/us! That the 
Baptist ministry claim to have had such a prerogative dele- 
gated to them, I will not now undertake to say; but, from 
the impoitaaoe tliey attaoh to immenion' at their awn hand$f 
as well as fiom the ttrange fedmgs of many subjects at tiie 
time of iheir immersion, as expreaied by ibem afterwards, I 
am certainly authorized to infer such a thing. 

But in considering the nature and use of Christian bap- 
tism, we are not only to regard it as one of the sacraments 
of the Churoh,'and as a sign of spiritual blessings, but we 
are likewise to regard it as the seal of the new eovenant* It 
is Qod's mmrki if the reader please, or wigwOwrtf affixed to 
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the Toluiae 4>f inspiration, containing rales for hnman con- 
duGt, promises of eternal life to the faithfal| and dedml^oiui 
ooooming the fiiiiue happineiB and miaeij of msn. 

Just henj I will insert eeveral pages of a small work I 
pnbliihed in 1842| wliieli I eempffed from llw iwpt approTcd 
authorities of the age in which I wrote : — 

In regard to the rise of seals in general, it will not be irrelerant to 
premise that it is a custom of immemorial usage, resorted to as a 
conTenient mode of attesting the genmneness or authenticity of the 
■Mled. Anciently, and whw the art of writing waa mknowa, the 
practice of sealing contracts -was extensively adopted. Every man had 
his own seal, or mark, which he aflBxed to an instrument instead of 
signing his own proper name, which he could not do. The practice 
eriginatod in naoessity, at a time when men oovld not write ; but har- 
faig once obtained as a general custom, it continued long after the 
neccBsity which gave it birth had ceased to exist. The Bible abounds 
with allusions to this custom of sealing contracts, covenants, agree- 
ments, etc., which need not here be noticed. 

Bnffiee it to say, that Chxl haa alwaya afllzed his ueA, or marh^ or 
tifflkMhm whatever we may please to call it — to his several dispensa- 
tions; and in doing this, he has accommodated the simplicity of the 
sign to the circumstances of man. Of this nature was the tree of life 
in tiie garden of Eden. It waa to Adam a token or pledge of the life 
iHueh was promised him in case of obedienee. Be.sidcs, when Qod 
covenant^'fl Tvith Noah, after the catastrophe of the flood, promising 
"not to smite any more every living thing," he ''set his bow in the 
cloud and ** God said, this is the TOMr of the covenant which I 
make B|jkween me and you and every living creature. And it shaU 
come to pass, that when T bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow 
shall bo seen in the cloud ; and I will rf.membkr niy covenant which 
is betweei^iiML^djron and every liviog creature of all flesh," etc.— 
See eenoab fte. ' ■ 

We then remark that the token, or thus exhibited was to be as 
^ fmtembrance of the obligation, nnd a perpetual pledge of the fidelity 
of the Almighty in the performance of the covenant with Noah. 

Well, now, cironmcimon waa the SBAL ef the Abrahamie eorenant 
WMler the Mosaic law. When it waa inatitnted, Abraham wan in- 
formed that it should *'bo A token of the covenant" between God and 
him.— Genesis xvii. 2. In further proof of this, Paul, in the Epistle 
to the Romans, iv. 2, says, '*And he [Abraham] received the sign of 
mrenmoirioii, a tiAii of the righteonsneia of ftifh whieh he had," eto. 
CirCTimcision, therefore, among the lineal descendants of Abraham, 
was the vinible mark which God annexed to his covenant — ay, it was 
the impress of (rod's seal, whereby he attested the validity and bind- 
ing nature ef the oevaDaBt» and offered aMoranee to the lewa of Us 
oniytkfiilniia; jut aa a man wodid hind Mmacir in s eenlract by 
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•ffizfng his ftORATiTBB to an article of agreement. In like manner, 
the Jews a^isamed the obligations thateirenmeision derolTed on them, 
by Yolantarily beooraing a party in the covenant. 

It 18 uot necessary to multiply quotations from the Scriptures to 
prove the position we have assumed ; namely, that circumcision waa 
the sign and seal of the covenant made with Abraham, or that the 
eoT«nant between JAnmh and Abnhani, thns sealed and ntteafeed, 
was the e?anpeliciil covenant. But we will give one or two other pas- 
sage«i, in order to establish, beyond the possibility of cavil, one other 
important point It is this: that Qod instituted a visible Church in 
the family of Abraham, and that this Ghnroh was composed of adfdta 
and n^fmUi though denied by all regular Baptlste, because its denial 
is necessary to tho support of tlu ir own theory. Tliis Church was 
founded on the evaogelical covenant, and was the same as the Church 
which now exists under the got^pel dispensation. In proof of these 
proportions, wo diroet the rmder's attention to the passages hereto- 
fore quoted, and to the foUowijig from Genesis xvii. 19, 20: "And 
God said, Sarah shall bear thee a son indeed, and thou Fhnlt call his 
name Isaac ; and I will establish my ooTenant with him lur an ever- 
lasting covenant, and with his seed after Mm. And as for Ishnad, I 
have heard thee; bnt my oorenant will I establish with Isaac.'' 

From these passages we learn tli it G ul took A?>rnhnm and his fa- 
mily, including both adults and infantiy into a visible covenant-relation 
to himself, by circumcision ; and that this covenant was confirmed 
nnto Isaac and his dM^^dlants. This ooTenant is so repeatedly d^ . 
clared to be an everlasting covenanty that we have reason to think, from 
the very face of the texts themselves, without looking for further evi- 
dence, that it was designed to be of endless duration. The terms of 
this eoToniat do also Aow that it was designed to extend to othor nsp 
tions beside those who shonld be the natural descendants of Abraham, 
And this view^of the subject is fully confirmed by coUntin;-^ tho'^o pas- 
sages with those in the book of Genesis, in which God declares to 
Abraham that all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him or 
in his seed. Now the covenant thus explained directs us necessarily 
to Clii ist as thit seed of Abraham in whom all the families of the 
earth were to be blessed ; ^and confirms the foregoing propositions — • 
namely, that God instituted a visible Church in the family of Abra- 
ham which was oomposed of iidnlts and «i/<ml», and tliat this Chnrofa 
was founded on the evangelical covenant, and the saaie as the Chorch 
now existing under the gospel dispensation. Tlie^e propositions are 
clearly established by the scriptures we have quoted, and by nume- 
rons others, and eannot be OTerthrown by any antipedobaptist in tho 
country. 

Wc now proceed to tlie consideration of a most important point — a 
point upon which '* hang all the law and the prophets." We proceed 
to show baptism s^auds in the place of cireumdeion, and seals the same 
blessinp now that once were sealed with blood. If wa can sustain 
this proposition, by Scripture and argument, we hsrc ^uned all we 
desire, so Car ns ti|0 nature luid use of hapkisai is coiUMni«d»aiid shall 
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hum left our Baptist frietids the bag to hold, with both ends open. 
Wb propositiiNi will appear from following eonridmtionfl : 

Ist CircumGision designates a member of the risible Chiunfih, for 
this was to Abrnham and his descendants the seal of the right en npnoss 
of .faith, and none could enjoy the privileges of the Church among tho 
Jews wifbont being circumcised. In proof we offer the following 
S0np4iiiws<^ 

And the Scriptnre, foreieeing that God would Juftify th« he&then through faith, 
preached before the Rogpel unto Abrahanij aajinib theo ilnQ all natfont be 

blessed.'*— Qalatuns iii. 8. 

And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith 
which he had jet being nndxcmndiMKt; that he axiAt b« thA lUber of all them 
that beltcrve, 13iough thej b« not dnmaelMd : that rlgntMtwnaM mlfi^ te imputed 

to them also.— -R^M A^'s iv. 11. 

And when Abram wan ninety years old and nuic, ihr. Lord Rpp<M»rcd to Abram, 
and said uuto liim, I am the Almighty God: walk b' I x nie, and be th u i<ri feet. 

And the uncircumcised man-child whose flesh oi his foreskin is not cixcumcUed, 
ttiat soul shall be cut off from his pemle: ha hath hnken woj eofeaaatp-Cnmait 
XTiLl,14. 

And when a stranger shall sojourn with thee, and will keep the passoTer to the 
Lord, 1ft all his malpj be circumcised, and then let him como near and keep it ; and 
he shall be as one that is born iu the land; for no uuciicumciscd person shall 
•at thereof. — Exodus xii. 48. 

And if a •tranger shall Mjioiini among you, and will keep the passover nato tha 
Irfffd; weordlng to tiie otmnaiiee of the passoTer, and aeeotding to the maaiier 
tfifTrr-.f. Fo rh-iii hp r]o: uhull have crn.i nriiinaace, Bofth ftuT W0 ttraajw, and 
iur him that was born in the land.^ — Nuit£££3 ix. 14. 

Baptism now recognizes a member of the visible Church of Christ, 
and none are entitled to its privileges under the Christian dispensa- 
tion wiUiout being baptized. In proof of this we offer the following 
Berlptures: — 

Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptieing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. — Matthxw xxvUL 19. 
And ha nid unto them, Qo jt into all the world, asd pnedi tlia gMfel to avuy 

He that believeth mid baptized, lhaU be MTCd; but ha that baUawth net, 

shall be damned. — Makk xvl. 15, 16. 

Then Peter said unto thcni. Repent, ami I f" l aj ti/' rl every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ, for the remlssioa of sins; and yo shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost : 

For tho promise is tinto yon, and to yonr children, and to all that ate aftr off, 

even aa many &h the Lord our God shalkoitll. — Acts 11. 38, 89. 

2d. Circumcision was the visible seal of the coTenant of grace, and 
of the righteousne<«s of faith. For the p-oof of this, see the forego- 
ing passages from Genesis, Romans, and Galatians. 

Baptism is now the oatward seal of the coTsnaat of g^e and of 
the righteousness of faith. In proof of this, we g|T^ bedde the 
passages already quoted, the following > ^ 

Jcsu^ an'-^i f i i d. Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man he bom Of wator 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into tho kinf^om of God.-^OHif iii. 6. 

And Philip said, If thou belieTest with all thine heart, IImni naTWt. MnA ha itt- 
awered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of Ood. 

And he commanded the chariot to stand still ; and they w«nk down both Into the 
water, both Philip and the nnodi; aad ha biptiaed bhB.^Acn tlfl. ST, 88. 
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renewing of the soul in righteonnnw. I& proof of fUo pooitfon, ir» 
giTo tke followifig Mriptnros:— 

But lie Is a Jew, which is ono Inwardly; nnd circumc)'»inn is thnt of thf; Tiearfj 
in the spirit, aad not ia the letter ; whose j»nu§e ic not of men, but of God. — Kox. 
ILM* 

For we ftrs the ctocwmciMonj which wonhip Qod in the spirit, wd i^oitt la 
ChriiC Jeens, and h«T« no eonllMBce la fhe llent.— PHiurpuHi ili 8. 

In whom al^o yo nrn ciFcnmcised with thn rtrcomcieion made irithont harnJg, in 
potting off the bodjr of the tins of the flesh by the drcnmdsioa of Cauriek— GuLOft- 
■unCU. 

Baptism by water is now a sign of the jP^e of regeneration, or the 
« renewing of tlio awd in rightoommeM &o offidonoe of thii wo flnA 
in thofmwiiigpMMgOB: — 

And now, why Urriest thou? arise, and be biytlisij ead WUll awiyttjilM^Cill- 
ing on the name of the Lord. — Acts xxii. 10. 

Not by works of rlghteoosness wUoh W» taafe dOM^tot according to Mt mm^ 
be wTed us, by the washing of legeaecKUMy aad raMWing of Um Hol^QbaeU* 

Titos ili 6. 

HuRbands, km yow wtfiSf m ChfM die lored flw Gtard^ lad gaiaUai* 

self for it; 

That he might mat/Otf tad dMM» It with the wtihtef «f nalar by the wwd^ 
Sranuiis ily ML 

LetndntwoMrwMhalrai heer^ta lun anaraaoe ef Mlh, bafiag car hMrti 
trnnkicf) from M efll ooBMli»e<, Mi ow hodici wmM' wtth pwe «aftM>^ 

4th. Circumcision was an ordinance that constantly attended the 
gospel undw the former diiq;>ensation. See the following scriptures 
m proof flf this^ as 08 oihort already qootod:— 

And when eig ht day s were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his 
name was called JXBofl^ which wMseasmed of fte engSl bsCnehewsscoaosifei 
in tiie womb. 

Aod when the days of herparlfleaUoa aoeordtng to fhe tew of Hoses wwe so* 

CompUshed, they broaght him to Jcrnsalem, to prrprnt him to the Lord: 

(As it is written in the law of the Lord, Every lualo that openeth the womb shall 

bo cftlh?d holy to the Lord;) 
And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, 

A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.— Leu ii. Sl-Si. 

alosoR thorefore ^tg nnto yon circumcision ; not becanse it Is of MosM^ bat of 

the fathers ; ami yo on the Sabbath day circumcise a man.—JouN Tli. 22. 

Baptism by water is an ordinance that constantly attend.H the go?- 

Sel imder the present dispensation. In proof of this, wo might ad- 
ooe many pasBages, bai will only quote tiio following 

Go ye there fore and teach ail nation.^, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the ?<in, find of the Holy Ghent; 

Teaching them to obeerre all things wbatsooTer I hare commanded you; and, lOy 
I am with jfoa alwsy. eten anic fhe end of the world. 4iBea.^Msvxaiw axTfiL 

Firom tho fnregolng facts, cirotDtmsteaces, and oonridoraflono, tho 
oonclnsion la inoritaUe that baptism ia to tho Church now nhat cir- 

onmcision wa« under the former dispensation ; namely, the outward 
Mil of the ooTeuantk and of the righteousness of faitii. In othor 
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words, of whatever nature was circumcision under the Old Testament 
dispensation, of this same nature is baptism under the New Testament 
digpenaatioa* JkM the fmmer was the seal whioh CK>d gracionslj en- 
tered into nitt nan, so also is the latter. And the gospel is nothing 

more than the complete development of the Abrahamic covenant. 
I'his covenant stretches through all time, and comprehends all nations, 
sexes, colors, and sizes of human beings in its liberal provisions. It 
WM in days of yore a eortnant of grace lad merej, of pardon aad 
eternal life, condUionally, to universal man. It is now what it was 
then ; and as such, it is not merely of secular good to a few. Ilence, 
sa^s Paul, ^'Jf ye be Christ' 9, th£N are ye Abraham's seed, and heira 
AOOOBDDia TO m PBOMxra." The gospel was pnaobtd to Abnham 
wImh fhe promise was made. And the blessings of that ooTsnant were 
partially revealed and bestowed under the law of Moses. At that 
time it bore the mark or seal of circumcision. But in these gyspel 
days, God has appointed baptism as the si^n or seal. 

The right of infmu to tliii seal iritli all ito hkssings has onee besn 
secured to them by Divine authority : the law securing this right has 
never been repealed — of necessity, therefore, the right still remains. 
And it is the bounden duty of all believers in Christ to imitate the 
illnstrioiis fttto of the fldfhful, by stamping upon tluir Sntot off- 
spring the seal of the covenant of their Qod. True, the outwaid sign 
and seal of the pespel doctrine and privileges has been changed so as 
to suit the genius ot the present dispensation ; but the; riulit of infant 
children to all the privileges of God's gracious covenant has never 
been sffiBeted thereby— it remahw the Tory same ; and he who asserts 
otherwise, proves to all who are at all acquainted with the theology 
of the Bible that he is ignorant of the doctrines of that book, and de- 
serves himself to bo instructed in the soience of salvation. 

I am «wai« tiiat fmmenlooiito ol]s|eot to the Idea of baptiaaai eeming 
in plaee of orenmcision, from the circumstance of its not being ap- 
plied to females. This objection is not v ilM. For, first, nature has 
rendered it impracticable; and, next, woman, especially under the 
Patriarchal and Jewish dispensations, was identified with, and in 
every thing represented by hait. Henoe, as belierers are said by St 
Paul to be circumcised by tlie drcumcision of Christ, so were women 
circumcised by the circumcision of man. That this was the case is 
evident^ because none were admitted to eat the Jewish passover ex- 
oept the oireameiBed ; and yet females were entitled to eat tiie plMS* 
over, and did so. S ee Dxodus xii. 48. 

But the passover was in the Jewish Church what the Lord's suppr^r 
is among Christians. — See 1 Cor. v. 7, 8. "Will any Baptist deny 
women the right to the Lord's supper ? The Scriptures allow them 
the right, although there is jnst as litQe plain and diieet Scripture to 
prove that females should now partake of the Lord's supper. But 
circumcision was necessary in all who partook of the passover, as 
baptism is now necessary in all who partake of the Lord's supper. 
The eonolnslon then is irrenstible, that tdhe right of females to the 
fxtrileces of the Chnrsli undar the former diepsnaition was seonred 

9* 
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to them by the rdaiion they sustained to the male part of Abraham's 
descendauts, who bure in their flesh the external teal of God's giikcious 
ooToiMic. Henoe it Ib that th^ are now admitted to the Lord's slip- 
per, without anj poeitiTe preoept showing thnr right thereto. 

One oiher idea, and I oloee this obapter. I have pxoven 
beyond the leaoh of cavil that ha^pHtm standa in lieu of cir- 
cumcUiony sealing the same bleflsing now^that once was sealed 
with blood. I have also shown that haptUnif no matter how 
administered, or by whom, under the Christian dispcnsntion, 
is the c^oor into the Church. That it is the door by which 
penons enter the Ohuioh, even Baptists admit, provided we 
agree to immeniim as the mode. For their Bakes, and for 
the sake of the argmnent, I will allow that hapHmn tm- 
mernon is the door into the Ohmeli. What a ridionlons light 
this admission places the liaptists of this country ia before a 
refined and civilized world ! How do they enter the Church 
of God ? They come in backwards, or, if the reader please, 
iBrong end foremost I They hac/c into the Churchy as a goat 
retreato from his advenaiy, whioh, if not an insnlt to God, is 
not in accordance with good-breeding. Suppose you knock 
at my do<Mr or ring my door-bell for entrance : I appear, open 
my door, and politely invitii yuu to a seat in my parlor. Yua 
bow, but wheel about, and hack into my house : have I not 
cause to feel insulted ? God sends forth his ministers to in- 
vite men into his Church : they aooept the invitation, and^ 
with their consent, suffer Baptist preaiMis to them in 
haekwarde, as though they feel that they are doing something 
so mean, that they are unwilling to face up to the act I What 
must the Almiglity think of such an approach to hhi 31a- 
jesty ? 

Now, the Dun&er$, a denomination founded by a German 
in 1724, are immenumiets : they, too, hold that baptism is 
the door into the Church, and they act oonsistentlj by plunging 
their subjeeto/ioaf>^remoaf. Th<8jMtHM*mmenHmitiBp$nd 
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plunge their subjeots tlirae times, /o^es foremost y with laying 
on the hftuds and pnyer — ^thus entering the Chnroh of God 
like men conMions of leotitade of poipose, and eagpge in 
taking upon themaelTea obUgations of whioh they aie not 
ashamed ! When Pro8b3rterian8, MethodistB, Episcopalians, 
and others, baptize either infants or adults, they introduce 
their subjects /rz CCS foremost! Our Baptist brethren are al- 
most alone in their Tolgaritjr in booking into the Vhurch Qf 
Godi 
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CHAPTER X. 

Elder Grayos agaioBi tlie MeUiodist TiewB of Baptism — John's baptism 
considered, both M to i(B nfttare and deflign, its origin snd mod»~ 
John's was not the Christian baptism — He did not practice immar- 

Bion — Christ's baptism considered — The design tbat of complying 
with the requirements of the law of Moses — The mode not that of 
immersion— Indecent exhibition of females when immersed 1 

On page 866 Elder Gnf es commenoes Bis ihirtieih ehap- 

ter; and with his misrepresentations of Methodism, and bis 
ultra, not to say dogmatical views upon the subject of Baptism j 
he covers twelve paeres. Tbat tlie reader mnj see the drift 
of his argoments, which are more after the order of bold 
amrHom ihan of logical reasonings^ and that too much of 
mj Bpaee maj not be ooeupied irith his slang, I will ^ye only 
the heading of his chapter. This headbg indicates not only 
what he has said in this chapter, but is an index to most of 
what follows, iu several other chapters, upon the subject of 
Baptism. It is as follows : 

Ihconsistencies — Adrrdtlmg a cJc no id edged sinners into the Church, ar^ 
debarring for six months an acknowledged Christum from entering! — 
Giving baptism by force to non-believing ehUdrm and unconscious 
intfmttt AM refusing b<q>tim to the pro/^uei CMHtikm fw «£r mofitftt/ 

I will here premise that, throughout !Mr. Gtares's book, 
he mixes up the subject of Baptism with what he says about 
Church goTemment^ doctrines^ and discipline; and John's 
hiq^tism— ihe mocie and wSbje^ thereof; Christ's baptism'^ 
to ffiocts and snQ^eeli^ and ite dSsi^, all oome in a diare 
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of hk attentkm. I will notice these aomewlisl in detail ; and^ 
in doing 00, place before the nnmerooa readers of thieorork 
such fiMJta and argnmentSy and aeriptinal quotations^ as I de- 
sire them to read and reflect npon. 

A Taricty of views are entertaiDed in relation both to tho 
nature and mode of John^s baptism. Mr. Graves and his 
ultra Baptist associates regard it as identical with Christian 
baptism; while others, myself among the number^ believe that 
John's was not the Christian baptism. It is not at all to be 
Wondered that the advocates of exdosiTe immersion shonld 
take the groond that John's baptism was the Christian bap- 
tism, bnt it is truly unaccountable that liberal-minded men of 
intelligence, who have attentively perused and studied the 
Bible, should, in any instance, have come to such an erro- 
neous oonclusioi^. I have no idea that John's was the 
Christian bi^tism; and, therefore^ let the mode have been 
what it mujf it can haye no sort of tendency to fix the evan- 
gelical mode of Christian baptism. Bnt I intend to take tihe 
bold ^tuid that John did not immerse, and I defy any im- 
mersiooist to prove that he did. My first object, however, 
shall be to show that John's was not the (^hriKtian b:i])tisTn. 
And in order to demonstrate this fact, I remark, Urst, that the 
immediate institutor of John's baptism was God the Father. 
Here I will again introdnoe copioos extnots from a small work 
I published npon Bcg^Htmf in 1842^ when I had access to all 
lite best anthorities extant; and although I have now had 
/ourteen years lor reflection, my views upon the points dis- 
cussed have undergone no change : 

"lie that sent mc to bflptize, the mme said unto me. Upon "whom 
thou shalt Bee the Spirit descending and remaining on him, the same 
Is he which bapiiseth with the Ho^ Gho8t."Wohn i. 28. Here Ood 
the Father commisBioned John to administer baptism, and pointed oat 
to him Christ, not as the imtifutor, but as a subject of his baptism — 
Christ the Son of God the Father. '<Go ye, therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fattier, and of the Son, 
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uid of the Holy Ghost, ticking than to observe all things, whatsoereF 
I have commanded you." — Matt, xxviii. 19, 20. Here, we say, Christ 
institutes a baptism, and points to his disciples, the inhabitants of 
**4ill fuUiofUj" as his subjects. In this ease Christ is the inttittUort but 
not the subj>'c( — in the former case he was a subject^ but not the insfi- 
tuior. Can any thing be more plain? Certainly not. How then can 
these two baptisms be the same ? They are no more the same than 
are the Mosaio and Christian dii^ensatlens tlie same. They are no 
more the same tiian are the Old and New Testaments one and the 
same. * 

2d. John's baptism was strictly confined to the Jews, but the 
Cliristian baptism was directed to be administered to all nations. 
John's baptism was, to all intents and purposes, a Jetcuh ordinance. 

For t}uit i- a Jewish ordinance which is coiifmed to the Jews. Jolm's 
baptism was confined to the Jewi^ Church; therefore, it was a Jewish 
ordinance. 

8d. John's "baptism was the eonolnding aosDe of tiie legal dbpcdasa* 

tion, and one of those divers washings in use among the Jews, men- 
tioned in Ilebrews: "Which stood only in meats and drinks, and 
divers washm^s, and carnal ordinances, imposed on them (the Jews) 
until the time of reformation." — Ueb. ix. 10. 

4th. John's baptism introduced persons into the Jewisih Church 
without any attempt to alter Jewish fnrms of worship; nor is there 
any account in the New Testament that his disciples ceased to bo 
members of the Jewish Church, during his lifetime, on account of 
their baptism. They continaed subject to 'all those ordinanoes; but 
the subjects of Christ's biq^tism are not subject to Jewish ordinances. 

5th. John's baptism was nnto repentance, and taught its subjects 
to believe in a Saviour io come, while it was without any regular form : 
the Christian baptism is different, and is in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. 

6th. John's baptism was not onlyatolcon of praitcnce, hut it sealed 
the faith of its subjects in a Messiah to couie, and to eutfcr for the 
sins of the world; but the baptism instituted by Christ could not seal 
snoii a faith without sealing a lie, beeause Christ has oons^ solTered, 
and died, and entered into the ]daos of his ^iarj^ angels and priad^ 
palities being subject unto him. 

7th. John's baptism commenced being administered six months 
before the establishment of Christianity itself, or before our Lord 
entered upon his public ministry! And according to the doctrine of 
the Baptists on this subject, Christ did not instltutf Christian haptisra 
unless he instituted it before )io entered upon his public ministry; 
which no man in his proper mind will affirm. 

8th. John's baptism was distinetiTe in its name. It was jusUj 
called **John-9 baptism.** And this distinctive appeUation is given to 
it, in part, to distinguish it from -the baptism of Christ, or of the Holy 
Ghost Why was it never called any thing in the Bible but John's 
baptism? The Bible calls things by their proper names. The bap- 
* tism wliicli Christ iastituted oonld not he eaOed JbJIfi't l^yfiiMiy nr 
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this would be as egregious a nickname as it would be to call it Peter^i 
baptism^ the baptism of Paul, Timothy, or Philip— as these men bap- 
tised — and 80 on, ad mfinUum, 

9du John's baptism was not regarded by tiio aposfles, and hence 
they rebaptized his disciples. TwcIto of them were >>ftptized over 
again by St. Paul, at Ephesus. See Acts xix. 1-7. Xheso persons 
* ^ were Hellenist Jews, who had heard John preach in Jndea twenty-six 
years before they were taken Into the Christian Church by St. Paul. 
They had hearil J ilm'^' doctrine and embraced it, and had received his 
baptism; but, after returiiin,2: to tlieir o^xn country, they heard that 
this eyangelical dispensation oi the Holy Ghost had taken place, re- 
etkf^ iheir first inteUigenoe of the faot from St. Panl, and, upon » 
profeaalon of their fidth In Ohikt, were baptized into that faith. This 
rebaptisra these persons never would have submitted to. if thf»y had 
belieyed the dogma that John's was the Christian baptism — much less 
would the holy apostles haye profaned the ordinance by rebaptizing. 

10th. John's baptism could not have been the Christian Imptism; 
for, if it were, then mc^t imqurstionably his disciples were chri.^lianr- 
izfd, If so, then the G^ri ntor part of the Jewish nation were Clu'ist- 
ians at the very point ot time in which Christ opened his ministry, 
and established Ohristianity t John baptised, in iknt mUHom of 
,persone. If this mighty nation were christianized before Christ 
entered upon his ministry, they aftervrards backslid; for it is notorious 
that they became the most imbittered and malignant foes of the 
Christian name. And our Baptist friends would be as nnwilling to 
admit their apostasy, as th^ are to allow that John's was not the 
Christian bskptasmt 

I will now proceed to speak of John's mode of baptism. 
I have regularly read the Bible through fifteen times during 
the last twenty years, and the New Testament hcenty times, 
besides thd commentaries^ sermons, and other theological 
works of many distinguished divines, both in Europe and 
Ameiioa^ and, hitherto, I have been wholly unable, as I still 
am, to make ihe disooveiy that Jolin pracdoed immerwm. 
And in attempting to show that he did not immene, I shall 
not extend my remarks in this chapter, as the subject will 
again come up under the general head of the mode op 
CimiSTiAN BAPTISM. My argument on this point, for the 
time being, at least, will be rather novel than otherwise, as I 
propose to found it on the population of Palestine, the pro- 
bable proportion of that population baptised by John, and tiie 
length of fime lie was employed in his public ministiy. Here, 
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again, I introdnoe my aignnieikta of 184^ which, outside 
of my own idewi, are an epitome^ snmmaryi or abstract^ of 
the Tiewa of Mhbard and oftlier dialingiuib«d avihon on 
Bapliam: 



1. The populalloii of tho ommtiy la whkli John's labors were per- 
formed. Many of our readers will be enrprii^od to learn that at the 
coinmencempnt of the Cliristian era the population of Palestme wo^ 
mack greater, in proportiou to its extent of territory, than that of 
th« nSiiiig ditttieti m Bngjaad, or any action of the United fftotes. 
Various cirenmstanoes contributed to the formation of a denpc mas9 
of inhabitants, a few only of which are necessnrj to be noticed. 
Among these few were the religious predilection oi the Jews tor thdr 
own BatiTe sdl^ and th«r great averdoa to the aumiers and eattoma 
of all other aatioaa. Besides, their religion waa nati nal, and paeft* 
liarly their own — a circumstance which at once cut off' all interoonrse 
with other nations. These three considerations alone prevented emi- 
gration, and confined the Jews within their own narrow limits-^their 
own tenitorj. Hence, the Jews narar thought of planting themselrea 
on heathen soil till the disastrous results of the Assyrian and Baby- 
lonian invasions had routed them from the land of their nativity, and 
the graves of their fathers. Hence, also, we are not astonished to 
find, in the daja of Sag Daiid, a miUion and a half of <<Ta]iaBt men 
that drew the awoid,'' exclusive of the tribes of Levi and Benjandn. 
And in this census was not reckoned any persons under twpT\ty years 
of age, nor yet any females. Now, if we reckon five persons to every 
warrior — which, including the young, the aged, the infirm, and the 
females, to waj nothing of the tribes of Levi and Beigainin, is not an 
extravagant estimate — we shall make the entire population of Pales- 
tine at that day to amount to sevkx milmons and a half.* 

Whoever, therefore, considers the foregoing reasons why the num- 
ber of Jews shoidd be so great in the days of David, their great aTer> 
sion to other nations, ^eir own love of eonntry, their universal 
passion for a numerous offspring, their remainini; strictly within the 
limits of Palestine, and the immense population of even other ancient 
nations, will not deem the estimate of Josephus an exaggerated one. 
Josephns says that oiM iMZIibn <m« AuedM CAommn^ 
in the 5<5rpp nf Jerusalem, A. D. 70! 

2. We are next to inijuirc v.iiat proportion of tlic ^ast population 
of Palestine attended John's ministry, and were baptized by him. On 
this snlgect a lengthy detail of srithmetieal ealonlation is not eslled 
for. A few general facts, founded on oertain express declarations of 
Scripture, is all that a man of sense wiU leqahre; and a fool we hafe 
no disposition to contend with. 

John was not commissioned to go to any sect or party, but to the 

^*jj|«r»lw ciyytj^^ cf this staleaaBti see JoMphaS's Moonat of tiMfepalittos 
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entire Jewish nation re^dent in Palestine, to '^prepare tiie waj of the 
IionL" He wm tm m mm mtl^ recdted >y the Jwwih nation ; there being 
no division of smitiment in regard to him, as prevailed in reference to 
Christ. Eren the Pharisees and Sftddncccf submitted to his baptism. 
So popular was the sentiment that John was a divine prophet, that the 
whole Jewish natioii was smUtioiis of tiie distinotton conferred bj his 
bftptiaBi. These fMti alone prove most conclusiyely that the greater 
prirt nf the Je-fvish people were bnptiznrl hy John. Tn the first 
chapter of Mark, and at the 5th Ter se, ^\e lind these remarkable 
w<Mrds, corroborating our statement: ''And there went out nnto him 
(John) AKL van iakd or JvnnA, and they of Jerasalen, and were ALL 
baptizod of liim in the river of Jordan, confessing their sins." Mat- 
thew niid Luke pay the same thing, in snbstance. Josephns, the great 
and approved Jewish historian, confirms the same statement. 

The land of Jodea eomprehended more than half of the entire 
territory of Palestine, west of the mer Jordan. By "the region 
round about" ive fire to iinderstnnr? the ^eat and fertile valley of the 
Jordan, lying between the mountains of Israel on the we'^t, and those 
of Hermon, Gilead, and Abarim on the east, embracing the uniu e ter- 
ritories of Samaria, Perea, and Galilee. 

Now, to make the most liberal calculation in favor of our Baptist 
opponents, let ns suppose that John baptized but one-half of the entire 
population of Palestine — ^the presumption then woidd be that he bap- 
tlied, in all, upwards of MrM and a half mSU(m of persons. Now, 
BMrkf it was the duty of the Jews to submit to John's baptism. Well, 
there must have been Hme allowed for the proccp — otherwise, it was 
not the duty of the multitudes to submit. But a natural impossibi- 
lity precluded such au act of submission, if immernon were the mode 
of baptism. The time allotted to the oontiiraanoe of John's ministrj 
— ^Iiis physical strength — the manner and cirenmstnnces essentially 
connected vrith a valid administration of baptism ■ nil, wo say, taken 
into the account, prove most conclusively that immersion was not 
John's mode of baptizing. 

8. The foregoing observations bring ns, as a matter of course, to 
■peak of the duration of John'" public mmistry The evangelist Luke 
informs us that John opened hia ministry in the fifteenth year of the 
reign of Tiberius Caesar, whicli, according to our most approved 
ehnniology, answen to the thirtieth year of John's life. Chronolo* 
gers, with but few exceptions, agree that our Saviour was born De- 
cember the 26th, A. M. 4000. John the Baptist was born the 24th of 
June previous, and consequently was six months older than Christ. 
For the seriptund eridenoe of them two positions, see the tot and 
third chapters of Luke. > 

The last account we have of John, previously to his arrest and 
imprisonment^ states positively that he was baptizing at £non near 
Samn«" Tfaii was fanmediately after our Lord had attended his ihfst 
PassoTer, which, according to the manner in which the Jews reckoned 
theij' years, t. by lunar months, 'irns colrbrated on the 14th day of 
March. The inevitable conclusion, therefore, is, that John was 
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amsted during his stay at "EncHtf «Bd Christ, Ik Tiew of the eommo- 

tion excited in Judea by that event, and of the ^xutroversy between 
the Baptists on the one Imnd, and the Christians on the other, as to 
who was the p-cater man of the two, prudently withdrew for a season 
into the remoter parts of Galilee. 
« ' Thus we baTe briefly foUoved John, in his publio mSnistry, during 
the space of nine months, and till, by the by, he had introduced 
Christ to the Jews; and haying thus fulfilled the object of his misaiou, 
he retired, by a singular providence, froia the field of his labor in the 
month of April, A. P. 27. That JToliA contisiied bis miiiistry longAr 
than nine months, cannot be proTea ft<m. tbe Bible, by all the Baptist 
preachers and writers in existence; and the utmost limit to which 
his labors can be extended, with any shadow of evidence, is ten 
tnonths. 

With the Temarin now submittod, the wbolo eihain of Ibete nuia 

thus : 

1st. John must have preached several days, or even weeks, before 
' he began to baptize, as the people were not likely to submit to his 
baptum before they formed some tolerably eorreet aegqiiptame with 
his character and tiie purport of his mission. 

2d. John's nine months of public labor inrhidcd thf» winter oefipnn, 
* and though the climate in Palestine is much milder than, ours, still, 
those who are acquainted with the history of that climate know that 
the inhabitants ney«r fail to experience storms in the winter, and 
severe rainy seasons, at which times there is no travdling abont. 
These facts will require a second deduction of lost time. 

3d. Forty Sabbaths of lost time, which is more than one month, are 
to be deducted, wherein, aecoiding to tiie Jewish obserranee of tiiose 
days, it was unlawful for John to baptlie. Tlua will leave, in aU, 
about 220 days in which we may reasonably toppofle John exeroifled 
.the functions of his ministry. 

4th. Our estimate is, that the whole number of hoars in which 
John was employed in the act of baptizing amounted to about one 
thomand three hundred, supposing him to have dcvotod six hours of 
eacli day to the work of baptizing, which is a liberal allowance. If 
he immersed according to the modern mode, he could not have stood 
it longer, for 220 days in snoli rapid sneeesBion. Jolm was nnsim* 
tained by miracles — ^made no pretensions to them^-and we mnst eal* 
culate his labors just as we would those of a common preacher in our 
day, allowing him a medium ratio of bodily strength. The conclusion 
then is, that no mortal man — nor even a beawt — could ttave stood in 
three feet water «tr hours in the day, for 220 days, with only an ooca> 
sional rest day," caused by storms, or rain, or the intervention of a 
Sabbath. With thcao remarks we proceed to the concluding argument, 
and hope that wc may be patiently heard. 

First, John baptized, in all, just three miOions of human bon^. 
Next, the time in which John was engaged in the act of baptising 
did Tint exceed onr thousand and three hundred hours. This gives him 
a fraction over two thoutand to the hour, thirty to each minute^ or one 
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io^yery two seconds! This, then, is baptizing with too great speed. 
Na insre IraiMii that eTcr lived eoold do this. No sort of oeremony 
eoiild be said in tiiis rapid wwk.' No man on earth ooqld pass along 

ft row of mnrtnlf, nnd pat one on the shoulders for every two SOCKmds, 
much lesij plunge him under water and raise him up again. 

The conclnsion, then, of the whole matter is, that it is whoUf/ im^ 
praeiieabU for John to hare immersed the multitudes he is b.-iid to 
have bapti/.e'l. But wc arc askcl the qnestion, in -what vray couM Im 
have baptized these miiUitnrles, in the length of time we allow iiim to 
hafK} been engaged in baptizing? We answer, the Jews had a mode 
of purifying the people by dii»ping a branch of hyssop^into water, and 
sprinkling it upon them. It is said of Moses, in Heb. ix. 19, that he 
took the blood of calves and of goatg, and with hyssop sprinkled all 
the people. It is not reasonable to suppose that John, in purifying 
with water, depaHed from the usage of Moses. For had he introdnced 
any new and external rite, the Jews wonld beyond all doubt hare 
disputed his authority. But wo have no account of such dispute. 
Moreover, John was not sent, as he himself confessed, to abolish the 
Jewish rites, but to observe them, and to give a new impetus to the 
Mosaic religion by urging upon flie Jews the neeessitj ct repiBtaiico 
and baptism. 

I sliall here consider Christ's baptism ; and although I 
intend brevity, I shall assign to the bnptism of our Saviour 
special importance. Haviog concluded my remarks on John's 
baptism^ Bomcthing special should be said of the baptism of 
Christ; and the present stage of the generaVargument is the 
appropriate place for such remadLs. It cannot be charged that 
I am wandering from the issnes made by Elder Graves, be- 
cause he, and all immersionists, rely uj)on the baptism of our 
Saviour as aflfording unquestionable authority for their mode, 
and that| too^ to the exclusion of all other modes. I quote 
again from mj work on Baptism : — 

As to the mode of the fttTionr's baptism, the Scriptures do not say 

whether it wrf? hy pouring, «pnnl^:1i'n^. or immer-imi: ])ut tho prrcat 
probability is tijat John did not immerse, wc may reasonably infer 
that Christ was not immersed. At all events, the only information 
afforded in tho New Testament as to the mode, is what we gather 
from the import of the word baptize. This word is derived from the 
Greek word baptizOf and more remotely from bapto, and properly 
signifies a washing; and the learned agree that whether Uie sub- 

* ITyFsop N till ]irrb Renorally kr.nwn. cini nft -n mentiotiNl in Fcrlpture. Tho 
b/Mop couuuoDly ufi«<i in purUlcattua as a tipruikl«r wm a sort of reed or caae, like 
a SRoat* at tlM wUcb WW linliiud with tb* blood, etc. 
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stance washed, cleansed, or purified, bo partially or wholly immersed 
in the liquid, or the liquid be applied to the Bubstance, it is alike 
baptisiii. Brown says, fai bis Bncyclopedia, that to apply the liquid 
or element by pouring, running, rabbingt dropping, sprinkling, or 
effusion, is hrfptifm to all intents and pnrpofe?. But as intend to 
enlarge on this topic in another place, we say no more at present. 

The character of Christ's baptism is a question of far greater im- 
portanoo, and Is more immediately oonnooted with the subjeot-matter 
iu dispute, than that of the mode, can he. Our Baptist brethren have 
assumed tliat tho S iTiour received a Christian baptism. We take the 
negatiTe side of this question. Hence, the whole task which devolTes 
upon vs is to disprove tho oorreetDeoe of their aseumption. There- 
fore, let the end, the nature^ oxi^n, object, or dedgn of the Saviour's 
baptism have been what it may, one thing is oertain — if did not partake 
of the nature of Chbistian bapligm. Stick a pin down here, 0 ye im- 
mersionists 1 blow the dust of prejudice out of your eyes, and look at 
the icr^tureU tmths which we nowpDOeent. 

Ist. John baptized his subjects **unto repentance^" and in testimony 
of the fact that they had repented. Therefore, if our Lord's baptism 
partook of the nature of John's, inasmuch as the latter witnessed to 
tho repentance of the candidate, the Savour mnat hare previonely 
Tepented of «tn/ Will any one endorse this blasphemous sentiment? 

2d. But the proper import of John's bapti:?m could not apply to the 
Saviour in any form. The ultimate design of John's baptism was to 
•< prepare the way of the Lord." Tliia was the great aim of aU his 
labors. Was ow Saviour baptixed with this intentt Bni it is idle to 
extend thco arp'nmont?:. Tf a man is so stupid, or so ignorant and 
UiiinlVr!]!' d, as to support the hypothesis tvo nre opposing, it is doubt^ 
less trihiug with time and with reason to oppose him. 

8d. But John required of the candidate for baptism, fhitfa in ft 
Messiah to come. If, therefore, Christ WW baptised in the faith of 
John's baptism, he must have believed in a Meseiah to come, and to 
this faith John must have exhorted him. Need we dwell upon the 
absurdity of such a doctrine ? Certainly not 

4th. Tho baptism of the Savioar, known m the {fkrittian hap^tmf 
was not instituted till after the rc^urroction of our Saviour. See 
Matt, xxviii. 18, 19. See aloo tjiher parallel passitir«"'. >rhich show 
that the Christian baptism was never administered until the day of 
Penteooet Tlie oomeliuion, then, is inevitable, that if Cbxist reeeiTod 
Christian baptism at the hands of John, it was three years before the 
actual institutloa of thst ordinance, which is as blaqpbemoos as it is 
absurd. 

6tli. CShriatiaa baptism, to be snoh, nrast be performed in the name 
of *«the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Gh st." But is 
there not an inconceivable absiirrlity in the idea of Christ's being * 

bapti:^ed in bis o?r;i name, and ;is an evidence of hi? ilevotei^no?? to hii 
own cawse and person f Yet this wo must believe, if we suppose tiiat 

Ghiist iMWfvd Christim baptSaa Aitho battds of Jcba* 
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THl D18I0N OF OHBIIS'S BAFXISIE. 

Having shoma that the b.iptifm of our Sarionr did not partake of 
the natute of John's baptism, it devolves upon us to show what wan 
the real design of Christ's baptism, and wherein laj the necessity of 
his being baptized at all. 

The Baptists allege that our Saviour was baptized in order to fur- 
nish his followers an example. At the same timo, they allege that he 
was baptized by immersion. Hence, they exhort all to go forth and be 
plunged, tlifu following tho example of ChriitI Cm effect which 
this mode of reasoning has upon many minds ie tnily powerfalf 
although it is founded in fnlsphood. In the whole range of the con- 
troTersy between immersionists on the one hand, and Pedobaptists on 
the other, tiie fonner h vre new wielded a more fleoeeMfbl argoment 
(ad etpiandum wlffus) than this appeal to the example of Christ. But 
we demand the proof of this assumption. Is it to be found in the 
Bible? No. But is it deducible from the Biblo by any correct rules 
of criticism? By no means. Where then is the proof? There is no 
proof of eaeh doctrine, saye in ihe/hiitfM tmoffmathnt of Baplists. 

On the other hand, that our Saviour was no/ baptized with a view 
to furnish his followers an example, may be deduced from the aaered 
text by the strictest rules of criticism. 

1. The example would be eseentially defectiTe in one of its most 
pronnnent features. Christ was imttf years old when he was 
baptised. Oar Baptist friendB, therefore, should put off bapti-m till 
they are of this age, hat would this be walking in the coninianduir iits 
of God, blameless ? Wo should think not. Then, if Christ set this 
example of proen^ination, hd set a bad example. Bnt Lnke saya, 
chapter iii. verse 21, that ''all the people were baptized" before Christ 
submitted to the ordinance. Why did he wait till all the people went 
belere ? Why did he not lead the way t 

2. The example, if it be such, is anreasonable, because partial. If 
Christ submitted to Christian baptism for the sake of fiindBhing an 
Example, he ought to have done the same thing in the case of the 
Lord's Supper. Example was as loudly called for in one case as in the 
other. But when he handed the cup to his disciples, he said, Drink 

3. But does the Bible furnish us with any reason why baptism was 
necessary in the case of the Saviour? Yes, Christ himself gives the 
true reason in the following words, in reply to John's scruples — *' for 
tiras it becometh ns to ftilfil aU righteoasnesi." This answer, let its 
real import bo what it may, perfecfly satisfied John of tiie propriety 
of baptizing Christ ; and all the reason that ever subsisted, reri lering 
the baptism of Christ necessary, is couched in the above words of the 
Saviour. The only poiut to be established, therefore, is the real 
import of the phrase, **1o JvtJU all HghUnumeM." Well, the import 
of the phrase may be rendered thus, and then we have its- real mean- 
ing: "For thus it becometh us to fulfil kvf.ry institution of the 
law of Moses, so as finally to answer its typical intention, and not 
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arbitrarily to dissolve all obligations Lo its observance^ before it has thus 
receif^ its McomplisluBeiit in me.^ 

Then, Christ's obligation to baptism grew out of his assumed rela- 
tion to the law as our Vicar, it being a function of his pnestly char- 
acter to accomplish the intent of the Mosaic ritual. But what law 
was there in vogue whieh required the SaTionr to be baptised T We 
answer, it was the law enjoining and regulating priestly consecration, 
\v< Tnll be seen by examining the code of Moses, recorded in Esodup 
xxix. and Levit. viii. ; and that our SaTionr's baptism was a priestly 
cuusecration, is corroborated by all the accompany lug circumstances 
recorded in Uie Vew Testament. And when Christ ezerdsed the offioe 
of a priest in purging the temple, and when the chief priests and 
ehlei s demanded of him, on that occasion, by what authority he did 
these things, he appealed to John's baptism in vindication of the 
authority he exercised. See Matt. xxi. 12-27. 

EnoQ^ has now been said to rescue the baptism of Christ from the 
erroneous construction of irrtmn sionists. If our remarks are founded 
in reason and Scripture, tliey cannot be set asldo; if UOt, the advo* 
cates of immersion ^iii overthrow them« 

Certain it is that Christ, if he iutcnded peiaoos should 
be immersed, never intended fcmults should submit to the 
ordinance in that public way, and after that notoriously vulgar 
fashion of the Baptist denomination^ at their baptisms outside 
of large dtiesi where they have pools and prepanfaons for 
ehaoging their garmenta. The nsaal custom throaghout the 
South and West is to handage the foxehead of a delicate and 
beautiful female, and tic a handkerchief round her waist, as a 
sort of handle for an awkward Baptist preacher to fasten 
upon ; and thus she is led into the water^ step by step, in the 
presence of a mixed multitude^ who arc making their vulgar 
remarks and criticising her steps as she Ji^hU doum her dothe$, 
which rise to the top of the water, and float round her deli-< 
ijate and exposed limhs 1 She is taken hy the preacher, who 
fastens one hand in^r heU, and the other on the back of her 
lioud; and after planting his big feet firm upon the bottom of 
the stream, and squaring himself as thoagli he were about to 
knock a beef in the head, he plunges her into the water ! If, 
in her struggle to guard against stranglingj her forehead or 
&ce should not go nnderi he takes his hand Mi of water, and 
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wets the parts, as ttough such wetting were essential to her 
salvation I Take, for instance, the following extract from a 
leading editonal in the ^'Baptist Banner and Pioneer,^' of 
Ftobmaiy 24^ 1842-Ht munmoth sheet, edited hjfive Bajttut 
preachtn: 

We regard notlilnri; as gospel baptism but the immersion in water 
of a belierer, in tiie name of the Father, Son, and Holy (xhost. 

How frequently do Baptigt ministers, if but a hand or a part of the 
subject be uncovered in the water, immerse again. And whoorer 
thought that this was AnahapHsm. And yet, we risk nothing in say- 
ing that it is as decidedly re-baptism, as it would be to re'immerse an 
inwvidnal who had been inuneraed by a Pedobaptist minister, [a 
Methodist, Presbyterian, eto.,] OB ANY OTHBE UNATJTHOBIZE& 
AJOMUflSTRATOitl 

On different occasions I have witnessed these indecent per- 
ionai exhibitions, of leepeotable females coming out of the 
water with ihdr thin gannentB stiekiag ohMe to their ddn, and 
ethihiting their muada and moke ita so revolting a manner, 
that ladies present have fblt oonstrained to snrronnd them, so 
as to liide their persons from the gaze of the vulgar tliroug. 
I witnessed this disorastincr sierht several times in the spring 
of 1B42, at the edge of Green's Mill-pond, in Jonesboiough. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Tbe Sacraments of Baptism and the Sapper not duly administered hf 
Methodists — The Methodist not a Christian or Gospel Churcli — • 
Ought not so to be recognixed bj Baptists — ^Methodists baptize 
iafanti and imlMKe'rars^Two dreams by two preaeh«nh-43aek«n 
and inftnts entitled to baptiam, as shown from Son^taie and 
reason. 

On page 445 of the "Wheel," Elder Graves thus rebokot 
Methodist preachers for administering the Lord's mpper to 
seekeiSy a&d baptism to the stme oIms : — 

But who will say that the sacrament of baptism is duij adminis^ 
tared, when adminlslegred aoeordinf to the teachings of your Disci- ' 
pline, explained by Mr. Wcsley> and the st-andard works pnUiAed by 
your Book Concern? And ^vhat intelligent Christian man will say 
that the Supper is duly a lnunistered in yonr Church, whea^ is 
administered to unreymeraitd and unbapiucd seekers? 

I repeat what I hare before said, that» aooording to the aboTe 
article, your sooieti«s are not vUHtU dkureha nf Ckrktf mtdinugH afl 
to JO nei^fmMti* 

On page 435, lie lu)u eludes a bitter liaiaiigue upon bap- 
tism in these remarkable words : — 

In consideration of these teachings, can Baptists, with any kind of 

• reason, be called upon to rcrng-nize the Methodist Episcopal Society 
as a Christian or Gospel Church? Is it a congregation of believers, 
according to the definition of the Discipline, in which the word of 
Gtod is futiUhlly preached, and the orduianoes doly administered ? 
If the practice of Methodists is not always aoeonffing to the Disci- 
» pline, it is only because the preachers and members ▼iolate their 
solemn oaths and promises to obserye it in every point, great and 
small and who can tell what it would be were it not for the counter^ 
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What rigid sectarian proscription charactenzes tl^e ooane 
«f Ba^^tists genenllj, io all tlw Sooth aiKl West 1 X am hete 
leminded of two dreams by two pnndken, tlie one a Baptist, 
the otltOT a Methodist. They had heeo holding a protracted 

meeting together, which lasted for days, and which resulted 
in the eonyersion of a liumber of souls to God. The two 
preachers now agreed to open the doors of their reepeotiTe 
churches, and gather in the fruits of their labors. It was 
agreed that the Baptist brother should lead the way. -He 
stated to the audience genendly, and to the young oonTOrts hi 
particular, that he had had a remarkable dream, in which he 
had died and gone to hell! His Satanic Majesty reom^ed 
him very politely, and proposed to escort him through all the 
apartments of the infernal regions before aFsigning to him his 
position. He travelled extensivelj through the dark do- 
minions, an(] met with quite |i number of Methodists, jBpisco- 
palians, Presbyterians, and Catholics, but did not tee one 
Baptist in all the infernal regions — their complianoe with the' 
ordinance of dop^um -haying carried them all safe to God's 
habitation ! 

The* Metlindist minister followed. He too had dreamed a 
remarkable but siniilar dream! He had died and gone to 
hell, as he stated to the audience; and, like his Baptist 
brother, the Devil had conducted him through all his dark 
dominions. He saw ^bts^and sqnms" of Methodists, Ptai- 
bytenans. Episcopalians, and Catholics, but hot a single Bap- 
tist. He inqnii^d of the Bevil, with aniibns solicitnde, if 
there were no Baptists there? His Satanic Majesty seized 
' him by the arm, turned him suddenly around, and said, 
"■Come out here!" The Devil raised a large trap door and 
pointed to a multitude, grappling in "a lower deep/' and 
exclaimed, ''These, sir, ace all Baptists holding dote eom- 
tnicuMm/" The result was, thftt two to one of the new eoiw 
10 
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verUl joined the Methodists, as thej did not wish to share ike 
^te of the close commun Umists ! 

I iM^ve premised tims much, with a view to enlist the 
joader's attention while X demonstrate ih^X, beHevers are not 
the only ptoper mibjeets of Ohristian baptism — that all other 
denominations beside Baptists are not AtUukruHamrr-^ih^ 
last, but not least, while I giye Ghristiaa examples of hap> 
tizitig unconverted adults, and show that they are proper 
subjects of Christian baptism. I again (^uote from my book 
on Baptism ; — 

Who are proper subjeets of GhriBtian baptiam T The proper an- 
swer to this questioii is one of great importance to the Christiaii 
Church ; for, if the Bcntimenta of the Baptist? be correct, the visible 
Church of Christ on earth is reduced to a mere haudt ul of professiug 
Cluistlans — a mere *< corporal's guard/' as is sometimes said of a 
owtain political clique at Washington. The true point at issue, 
tbcrrfore, tbi-^ : Ts thf^ Baptist Church, 80 called, the only visible 
Church of Christ on eiuth, as alleged by Mr, Howell, [Graves, and 
others of their faith and order J or do other professing Christians, 
of other denoaunations, belong to the Tislble body of Christ? If 
none are proper subjects of Christian baptism except BBUSViiro ^ 
ADULTS, then the Baptist Church is the only Churcli of Chri§t on 
earth, and the rest are Churches of Antkhrut; inasmuch as the 
migoritj of all the members of all other denominatioBS abs baptizbi^ 
n nan inpanot. TUa is a horrid cenclusioB^ ve allow ; but des- 
perate it is. it 18 unavoidable, provided the premises of the Bap- 
tists, from vrliicli it is drawn, In? correct.* Let us, then, tlirow the 
Baptist argument into a byUugiBt<ic form. The Church of Christ, say 
tiiey, is composed of baptised beUerers only, immersed by regular 
Baptist preachers. No mode is bapti.<Tn but immersion, and none 
are baptized but such as are members of the Church of Christ on 
earth — such as have been immersed, by regular Baptist preachers, 
aftor th^ became beUerers. This is the argoment. And if thfs con- 
elnSloa be eoireet; it will IbUew that ncne are Ghwhes of Christ but 
those whose members were immersed after they became believers, 
upon a profession of their faith, and that, too, by Baptist preachers. 
But a large majority of the professing world are Methodises, Luther- ' 
ens, Presbyterians, and members of the Church of Snglaad, and were 
baptized beforr they were capnblr nf making any profession of their 
faith, and that, too, by sprinklinc;; therefore the Methodists, Luthor- 
^ ans, Presbyterians, and i^piscopalians, are not members of the Lhurch 
of Christ This eonelnsioa is incTitable likewise. And tills is jnst 
what the Baptists contend for. For, says Hr.*Howell, on page 275 
of his notorious book: ' ^ 
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We are not I^oiedanit, nor Disflentors, Lutbenias, CttlviniatB. ArmiaiaDS, nor Ite- 
/nrm-rx. but what W9 Jkow Awft «» oB lUSS COaRCB OF OVR LORD JE' 

SUS CMMISin 

t 

i 

With these declarations hoforo ns, and un<l(»r ibis view of the !<hb- 
jkt, to contend for the validity of infant baptism, M»'thoili>t-. i- 
to contend for our existence as a Church of Christ : tni<l not tor ouw 
only, bat also for that of all other Churches except tlie Jiaptists. A 
prineiple, then, which involves such importuit conelasioiis should be 
supported by the most iiKhibitablo evidence — by evulence far mor6 
indubitable tlmn the Baptists are able to bting forward. And 
whether the sentimei^ts of the Baptists on this subject be thus 
Bopported or not» the reader will see before we haye done with this 
question. 

The Methodists bnptizo three clasjse? of persons, to wit: converged 
believers, unconverted believers, and in/ants. And for doing this they 
hftve Chnstiau examples and soriptaral xsommands. That believers 
in Christ, not previously baptised, are proper subjects of Christian 
baptism, is. not denied by any one. On tfii- point, therefore, there 
can be no controversy. And by a helitvtr^c understand the Tiaptists, 
and all others on this i>ubject, to mean one who is a believer in 
the fUl sense of the word; that Is to say, one who is justified 
fteely, aftd renewed by the grace of God. That such believen 
are proper subjects of baptism is not lonbted. ]?Mt tliat these 
are the only proper adult subjects of Ohristian baptism is explicitly 
denied. 

In proof of this position just assumed, let na consider a few of the 

* cases recorded in the New Testament, which go to prove, most con- 
clusively, that baptism was received without the jusrificntion or 
^ regeueratiou of the subject at the time of its adnuuistrutiun. The 
fint case of this description is tl|e well*known case of the Samari- 
tans, as recorded in the 8th chapter of the Acts of the Apestles. In 
this olmpter we have an account <»f a mission of Philip to Samaria, a 
city ot whose iohabitauts it is said, ^<And the people with one accord 
gave heed unto those things which Philip preached, hearing and see- 
ing tiie miracles which be did." The sorcery of Simon, and its effcets 
upon the people of that place, having been intr<lduced by the evan- 
gelist, he thus continues the account of the Sauiaritjws: But when 
Uiey believed Philip, preaching the things conoeroing the kingdom of 
Qod, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and 
women." We have here, in a very concise manner, tlie reli^rioiis 
character and history of the Samaritan \ nv) to the time of their bap- 

^ tism. : They had been aliens from the true God, and outcasts from 
Israel ; atf snoh, Pliilip preached to them ; under liis ministry they 
were convinced of the truth and divinity of Christianity; anciupon a 
faith which Wismted to the truths which he advanced they were bap- 
tized. Let any one interested turn to the history, and it wiii be seen 
that not (me word ii said about the ismiasicm of sine, or about thes^'^ 
Samiritaiui haTing leodmd the |^ of the Holy Ghost The Baareaft 
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they iipprosched to a Christiaa character was, they were baptized oa¥ 
itentt, 'vdk*' exercised honestly and eonseientioiuly what theol^f^ani 
call a historical faith. It is not eaid in the inspired word that they 
betieved in Christ, or 'on Christ Jesus, to the savin of their souls; 
but it is simply, though distinctly stated, that '^I'hey believed the 
things eonceming the name of Jesus. This new cff the case is folly 
sustained by the following statements, found in this wm» chapter, 
and at the Hth indoding the 16th Tcrsn: 

Now, when Uic apostles which were at JiTTisalem heard tthat Samuria had re- 
O0if6d th« word of Ood, they sent unto them Pet«r aud John, who, when tli^y were 
com* down, prayed fur thorn that they might receive the Holj Oboat, (Jar <u ytt h% 
hadfiMm m wmt of them; only th«y were b^itlaMl la the naneerthdlAid Jeaiia) 
TlMD laid tbey tbeir hande on ttem, and they received the Holj Qhoet. 

A clearer case than the foregoing, of persons receiving Christiaii 
baptism irithont Tsgencratlon, or witiioat an **6xp6rie&eo of graco," 

as the Baptists term it, oould not be presented. It speaks its own 
language. It proves that gemiine pnnitonts axvas proper snl^eets of 

th!«^ ordinance as are jtistifled believers. 

But if further proof were wantiAg to estabUsh this point, we moan 
that a person irfao has not the .faith of a justified ofafld of Ood maj 
nevertheless be a proper subject of Christian baptism, we have it in 
the case of Simon Maj^us. tipeaking of this case, the inspired histo- 
rian says: Then »Simon hunself bdieved alto; and when he was 
twptised, he oontinned with Philip, and wmdered," — ^Acts TiiL 18. 
H«ro it is expressly said Simon believed and ivras baptized. And yet, 
Pot<»r 8aid to him after this : **Thou ha^ neither part nor lot in this * 
matter; for thy heart is not right in the sight of God." Aud again, 
*< Thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in tho bond of iniquity." 
TheMfore, that Simon was neither a justified helieTer nor a traa peld-^ 
tent is certain. V^Tiat, then, was his etate? Either he never was 
-Coaverted, or he had fallen from grace. We leave the Baptists to 
determine this question for themi^veft. Ta say that he never had 
that degree and kind of fiuCh-^hich would entitle him to Ohxislian 
haptism, or render him a proper subject of it, would be to censure 
the administrator Philip, and flatly to contradict the testimony of the 
inspired historian, who says — not that Simon professed to believe, but 
that he did brieve, ahd was iMiptised. What, then, was Simon's true 
state t Why, he befiered in the Lord Jems ClBriBt as the true Hea- 
Btah, and had gortc vvd^fincd drsirr?; to he savp-d tlirough his grace, 
while ho was destitute ot ike faith of a Christian believer. And yet, 
Simon was a proper subject of Christiaa baptism, or i*hiiip, the m- ^ 
* tpired administrator, was guilty of prefaniBg the ordinance. From 
the foregoing coneiderations, we consider tiiat a psvton may be a 
proper i*ubioct of Chrtstian baptism who has never obtained the 
tv>{-giveness ol liis sius, or rather the regenerating grace of Qod. And 
%y a proper subject of Chxistiaa haptism, we mean one who is not to 
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l^iyVNT CHiLDKEN PEOPJblit SUJWECTS OF CHBISTIAN 

BAPT18M. - 

Thftt th« infaot ehUdren of baptized p«rents are m proper aiibje«:(P 

of Christian baptism as are adult believeri^ is maintained by Metba^d- 
Presbyterians, Lutherans, Episcopalians, and others, but denied 
bj iiaptisti^. Uere» therefore, these denominatioiis and the Baptists 
are plainly at ifltiie-. Letiu, then, hear ^ gronnda on which **the 
onfy Church of OUT Loid Jeans Christ" teats its olijjeetiona to tiie bap- 
tism of infant?. 

1st. They (the liaptists) object that there i« no explicit warrant for 
baptizing infants in the New Te^tument — Liiere la no *^ Thus saith the 
Lordf" authorizisg- the baptism of uifaats; and henoe they conclude 
that infants should not be baptized. That there is no such explicit 
warrant for the baptism of infants, we have the candor freely to nc- 
knowledge. But an explicit warrant is altogether unneeessary, when 
the light of infants to GhristiaB baptisin can be proved by other 
lefl^tiBiate scriptural evidence. Those who complain that we have no 
"Thus Baitli the Lonl" for baptizing infants, in eflFcct dirtnto to the 
infinitely wise Go<l in what manner be shall reveal his will tu us. Our 
d^ty is humbly, thankfully, ^nd reverently to receive his revelation 
aa he bas been pleased to communicate it to the world. The Baptists, 
therefore, should not say there is no explicit warrant for infant bap- 
tism, and that in consequence thereof they should not be baptized. 
But if they object at' all, they should take the ground, that there is no 
S0BIPTD1UL AtiTHOBiTT foT infant baptism, and therefore they should 
not bo baptized. But they will not take this ground, becaiase they 
l<noM- that those denominations who pmctice infant baptism can easily 
make the contrary appear. As it is, we have to consider the objec- 
tion which is founded on the want of a ^ Thus saith the Lord.** Bnt 
it is wb(My wmeoessary to spend time in vefating this objection, as 
the Bapti.sts themselvcB do not believe a *• Thus saith the Lord " he- 
res-ary in a perfectly parallel case — we mean that of female coni- 
luuniun. The sacrament uf the Lord's Supper and the ordinance of 
baptism rest on flie same anthority, and are of equal dignity, Import* 
ance, and obligation. If, then, a " Thus saith the Lord" be necessary 
to determine the proper subjects of Christian baptism, the mmp ex- 
plicit warrant is equally necessary to determine the proper suhjecta 
of the Lord's Suppor. This conclusion cannot *be aTdded. Why, 
th^ the Baptists admit women to the Lord's taUa? Perhaps 
they may take thp pronnd that theirn ig not the Lord's table, bnt nvi 
exchi^ivf feast, which ainonnt« to a Baptist table! Thi.s, indeed, is tiie 
only score on which we can excuse them for administering the sacra- 
ment to females, seeing that there is no explicit wairant for each ai^ 
act. Recollect, wo take the bold stand, that there is not a solitary 
passage. in the Bible which teaches either that females thouid or that 
they cUd communicate. 

2d. Bnt it is objected, that none are to be baplised nntil they Tte- 
lieve; and that infants are incapabla <rf believing, and therofaro must 
not be baptised. This objeotioii pcovse satirely too miieb» for the 
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purpose of ft Baptist, for if it prove that infants onght not to be Tmp' 
u/x'dy it equally proves tiiat none who die in infancy can be Qaved. 
Uo»r the text relied upon : " He that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved: bat he that believeth not Bhtll be damned." The Baptists 
hold that faith is required of all as a prerequisite to baptism: that in- 
fants are incapable of faith; and, therefore, they ought not to be 
baptized. They muBt ako maintain that faith is required of 
an as a prereqniaite to mlvatieiif tiiat inflmis are incapable of 
faith; and therefore infants cannot be (MTed, but must be 
damned. For faith is? made in this text as necesgary to salva- 
tion as to bapti.^in. If, therefore, infanta are excluded from bap- 
tism by this text, they are by it equally excluded from beayen. This 
19 a horrible conolasion indeed ! And yet it is as legitimately drawn 
from the text, as that infants are not to be baptized because they 
cannot believe. For our owu part, we believe UK>st firmly that all 
who die in infancy are saved. And if they are saved in heaven, their 
BBlvation, though of graoe* miut be without fhith. But tibe SaptiBtB, 
for aught we know, may believe that infanta are incapable of being 
made holy even by Divine influence, or of being sared. And in order 
consistently to reject infants, this should be their faith, l^ecause if 
infants may be saved without fitith, they may be baptised willioat 
faith* for any thing that is sud in the foregoing text, or any other 
passage in the Bible, to the contrary. The conclusion of the whole 
raattor. then, is, that tbt^ argument contained in the objection we 
have been considering is a perfect sophism. 

8d. Having given the sum «f the argoments of the Baptists against 
infiknt baptism : having shown, too, that they do not disprove it, we 
would, in this connection, attend to the arguments on the othel* side 
of this question, but for having anticipated them in the preceding 
pages. Let the reader turn to page 147, where wa.have eonsldered 
the covenant entered into with Abraham, tiie subject of circumcision, 
etc., and it will be there seen that we have shown most conclusively 
that it is srriptural and right to ba]>t!/.e infants. And for iurtber 
scriptural aiitUority for baptizing mlautn, as well as the fathers 
favoring the baptism of inihats, we refer the reader to two ohaptsprs 
of this work, oommencing the first on page 42, and Uie other on 
pi^^ 46. 

4th A few brief remarks just here, touching the relation which 
baptised infants sustain to those Churches within whose pales they 
receive baptism, and we have done with this branch of the subject. 1^ 
the first part of this work we took occaj^-inn to state that "Elder 
Cate," of the Baptist Church, at a protracted meeting in this town, 
in December last, gave one reason why his denomination would 
not codHBHUie with certain oth^ dmominations, that they reeeived 
inihilts into their Churches aiid made them intellectual members." We 
tlK'u rose up, and on behalf of the ^Icthodists and PresbV-tcrians 
denied the truth of what the gentleman had said, provided he alluded 
to either or both ot these dwominatums. The resnlt was, that he 
denied having any ailusiiMi to either, slth»a|^ eveiy owdid man in 
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tha congregation believed he alluded to thera, and to no other people. 
The substance of whf^t we then said is herowitli repeated: 

Baptism, admiuii^terod by a proper person, and m the name of the 
holy Trinity, introdnoee » person into the oetholio Ghnreh of Ohrlst 
But baptism alone does not oonatltate him a member of any particu« 
lar Chnrch. To become a member of the Methodist Church, or of 
the Presbyterian Church, something more is required b^des being 
Iwptued. Therefore, when en infant is baptised he is introdnced by 
baption into the Church of Christ — he is not thereby constituted a 
member of any particular branch of Christ's Clim rli ; and if the 
baptism be performed by a Methodist or Presbyterian mini'^ter, he 
doeH not baptize iiim by virtue of his being a Methodist or Prtsttby* 
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OHAPTEE XII. 

Elder GrsTes'e position, no baptism ivithoat going into the winter 
— Oriticism on the word haptizo — Greek partioleB cosmdered — ^Figa* • 

rative lanpmgc cnnsidereJ — The scriptural argument for immersion 
— The river Jordan a bold and dashing stream — Testimony of Stevenfl 
and Brown — Immersion utterljr impracticable in such a stream I 

Eldsr Gravss quotes Mr. Wedey'ti wpipnmX of ih« 

Catechism of thti Church of England, explaining the mean- 
ing of the sacrament of Baptism, and then adds, on page 437 : 

All this is sound doctrine. Ljaost heartily accept of this definition 

of the sacrament of baptism, even to its action ; for it evidently teaches 
that the subject must be put info the water. It reads: *' Water, 
wkerein the person is to be baptiied. ' But if this de&nition ha cor- 
reoti it th$ btiptitm 0/ m w^fimi m $Mrmmtf~-§aA it not^ it U b^pUm 

I make the above extract my text, and the foundation for 
such critieismB on the word haptizo, and of Greek particleSf 
as onfiy come ap in this chapter. And here, agaiuj I fall back 
upon my arguments of 1842, aa appUcaUe to the present oon- 
Ipoveivy, aad fair and l^gitimafe anawen to all Mr. <3faTeB baa 
aaid upon tfan anbjeet of bapiigm i 

Much that categ6rioally belongs to this chapter will hereafter be 
brought fonrard in the oourse of the general argumsnt on the mode 

of baptism. This will become necessary to the eomplete developaient 

of that subject, and wc sbaH not Hntioipate our remarks and argu- 
ments in this place. As derivatife words -branch off from their roots, 
• they lose auieh of th^ primitiTe foree^ and assume new shades of 
'meaning. Hence, whenever we would attain an aecurate knowledge 

* of t!ie nienning of derivative words, ttc trace their ^'■pfdigree anfJ, 
as we toltow them hack to the parent word, we find their sense more 
reftricted and definite, it is lawful, therefore, to j^sume, antece- 
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dentlj to all mT«Btigati<ni, iHuA, in ih^.eMe iinte eoiMid«tioii» 
tizo may lose some of the foroe and MstriotednQaB of niMiiiiig thai 

belongs to its primitiye bapto. 

We are now entering upon an important point of this controversy 
— a. point npon which the whole nraat hang; and, therefore, we beg 
Ihe reader'a patient attention to a candid oonsideration of what we are 
about to say. Every thing depends upon correct and intelligent vii wa 
of the subject now under consideration; and we need scaro<?ly 
advertise the reader that,^ if he start with wrong notions or form 
wrong premises, he nem 'oan expect to arriTo *t a eafe conclusion. 
Many — from mt.stakcu notions of the proper point of inquiry here, 
and of the proper field of argumentation — have undortnken ta show 
what is the primary meaning of U^e original word, and itave gofle to 
the classic week for arguments and illustrations in snpport^f their 
viewH. From these sources thsj have argued the point; setting forth 
the New Testament meaning of the word, and its proper use in a reli- 
gious sense. Bat they might as well have applied to Homer and 
Aristotle to sustain and uphold the declines of the great apostle to 
the Gentiles. 

The real issue, and the only question here to he settled, is : What 
is the meaning of the term baptizo, in the New Ti^tamenty when used in a 
reUjfiouit or rUual tense f The proper answer to this anxious interro- 
gatory must for erer pnt tfais oontroTersy at rest with candid and 
intelligent minds. Seriptore wage must -be the oiitericafor judging 
of Scripture terms. » 

Before we proceed further, then, we must be permitted to apprise 
the reader of the difference between classic Greek on the one htfud, 
and Hebraistic Qrtek on the other. Classic Greek is the writings of 
those Grt authors who were educated in the philosophy and doc- 
trines of heathenipn : nvA Heln aistic Greek \^ to be found in tiio^e 
books written by .I<b^ 8 who had been educaJteci in the doctrines of the 
Bible; tiiough they ^poke in the Greek language, yet they ^yougkt as 
Jews or Christians. Homer and Aristotle would naturally express 
wily the ideas of heathens, in Greek toords; hut the apostles, or St. 
John and St. Paul, when called upon to write in that l^guage, would- 
as naturally express in Gretok the ideas peenli|r to Jews cwiverted to 
Ghiistianity. Hebraistio Greek is, therefore, nothing more nor less 
tftnn Hebrew ideas cxpvf^^-^ed in Greek words. And where converted 
ti I'hi P'v^ brive Written the history and doctrines of Cbri«t in tbe Greek 
language, it is evideut that their words have not, at all times, been 
nscd in striot aocordanee with the classic Greek, as deftned 1^ ns In 
the preceding remarks^ Kot only so, but many Gre^ words hare 
been entirely changed in their meaning by being transformed from a 
native Greek to a Hebrew, and th^n to a Christian. Indeed, the 
doctrines of Christianity could never have been expressed in Greek, 
as they have been, without altering the mtmdng mmy iwrdf. The 
reason of this is nbvinn'^. Tbe Greeks never had any conception of 
many of the doctriitcs of Ciiristiauity, and, consequently, they had 
no words in, their language primarily adapted to express them, pliant 

10* 



Digitized by Google 



J" 



226 SBB must IBON WHBBI. BZAUNID. 

M WM their laagmigo. Thwe statements will not be denied bj anj 

man, unl«.^« biv ignorance and p>irty spirit outweigh all appreciation 
of truth and justice, ad in unfortunately the case with too m&nj mea 
in the Baptist Church, called pteeukert. 

Furthermore, we wish to premise that whatever the meealBg of 
baptizn may he, wlien used in a ritual sense in the New Tes^tament, in 
any one place, it mu8t be uniform in it^^ meaning througbout, in all 
Himiiar cuunectiuas. If it describe an exteriml act, or the manner of 
performing an eztemai rite» in ene pkee, then alflo must it hsTe the 
same restricted sense in *U other places. But if it have n gmetw 
hense, (comprehending a genus,) if it signify the effect of some out- 
ward mode of u^iug water, as, for instance, purify or cleanse^ then 
also must it be uniform in this sense, in all simile places. If it mean 
to gprinkU^ it oannot mean to «mii«r«e, and vice ver$L And if it mean 
either sprinkle OX immerse^ ponr or pkmge^ i\ oamiot mean pur^, 
and vice ver9&. 

Baptism, to proceed, is a word whose meaning, or rather usage in 
the saered wvltings, has given nse to a vast amount of disputation. 

The word baptinn is derived from the Greek words begrtuma and 6^ 

tixo, and more remotely from bapto, and properTy signifies a washing, 
whether the substanoe washed be immersed in the liquid, or the liquid 
be applied to the snbstance by running, pouring, rubbing, dropping, 
or sprinkling. So there were divers washings" or baptisms enjoined 
under the former dispensation, fHoh. ix. ]0,) some of which were 
performed by iimnersion, otlirr- t)y ha tiling, but more by affueiou^ 
The apostle having there mentioned thei^e "divers baptistna" goes on, 
in the lowing TeraeB of the same ohapter, to q»eak expressly of 
"divers tprwMmft/* whish showB .satisihetorilj that they were 
included. 

Thiti, then, is the primary meaning of the terms baptisma and bap- 
im, as need in the wide range of elaMto and Hebrew Greek; nor will 
any man, not grossly ignorant and nninfonned, dispute the oorreet- 

nesef of our views. T?nt vrc are to show, not what are the "diverf?" 
meanings of these terms, in the wide ramje alluded to, nor yet what 
is their j^eueral use in Scripture, but what is thetr meaning uhen u»ed 
im a riiuai tmn «s tkt New IWImmhI; and we take the groond that 
they mean, in all such connections, to pur^ or eUanti, without any 
allusion whatever to the mode of cleansing. 

But suppose we understand the Greek word baptuo as the Baptists 
do, in the sedse of mmBSi, and take the ground that the SaTiour 
used it thus, and that, therefore; the command to baptizb is a com- 
mand to IMMERSE, Tlil^ is the point contended for by the regular 
Baptists. But is this satisfactory? Is it definite? Is it at all intel- 
ligible? But suppose the Saviour had commanded the disciples sim- 
ply to iMMBBSBi that is, to put the eooTerts mdtr water: would the 
command have had any definite meaning whatever? As immersion is 
performed for vfinmis purposes, why should they immerse the converts? 
The word immers< would never give a clue ta#ibe solution of this 
qneati«n« History might detegmine H, hot philology nefer ooald. 
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* 

Eut ?nippo?o we understand the word baptiio in the sense of T-rmTrY, 
and that our Saviour said to tlif li?'ciplp,s: "Go teach all nations, 
PUKiFTiNa them iu tke name of the leather, aud of the Son, and of the^ 
Holy dliost" TMi wouUl mtSob the mnse QOoi]>l«te» nd baptiso 
would then denote the grand intention, or ceremonial use of wat«r. 
This is, indeed, so plain a case, that wo cannot tbink it will be misun- 
deorstood bj anj, nor need we dwell longer thereon. ThuB, then, we 
rest the philoli^oel tirgnmeni from the import of the fraid botibo. ^ 
Our aim has been to aixoplify the satpeot, so as to bring it within the 
comprehen??irin of all classes of readers. And if the reader has 
attended to what we haTe said, he, we apprehend, will agree with us 
that BAFTI20, when used in connection with the subject of Chriiitiau 
beptisia, in the New Teetement, may he tnuisbtted by pvBtrr, eoiiM* 
crate^ or eren w<uh; that it is a generic term, in all such instance?, 
signifying the effect of the ceremonial vae of wateTi vHhottt eqy allu- 
sion to or stress put upon the moit, * , * 

GRIUEK PARTICLES CONSIDER KD. • 

In the preceding chapter the reader has found nothing to justify 
the tain-Confidence with which Baptists have asserted that baptieo 
neoeesarily signifies to immene; but from tiie evidence sriaihg from 
the word itself, it has been clearly shown, tto think, that its true 
import is against this Baptist hypothesis. In this clM'.ptcr we propose 
botfly to notice the Greek prepoHtiona employed in connection with 
tUe hiBtory of baptism, in. the New Testament. They afe — in, (U, by^ 
fromt etQ,« eto. The frequMit iaterchange of these partiolefy the m- 
rions sen^ie^ in which they fire n<'ed, together with the rareness of 
their occurrenco in connection with water baptism, all and singular 
eonour to render their testimony dnhioas to the cause of exolurfre 
immersionists ; so that we should deem it altogether unworthy of any 
formal notice, had It not nssTlmed an impoTtnnr'e in the estimation of 
some who, from ignorance or want oi:' investigation, sefem not to have 
appreciated its real merits. It is not, however, our purpose to treat 
of the prepositions at large; and, in order to tiie grei^ persploiiify, 
we shall treat them separately. 

1st. In. — The first sense we shall notice as belonging to this prepo- 
mtion, where it stands connected with baptism, renders it synonymous 
with ovr English preposition at. Thus — as our common Englith 
version of the Bible has i^^the people were baptized by John **in 
Jordan." It i? -vrell known that the Baptists clnim this pas<iage in 
their favor, alleging that if John stood in the waters of Jordan when 
he baptized, it could only have been for the purpose of imubbsiom. 
But in this they assnme tiie Tory point to he proved, and assume it, 
too, against proof, If John stood in the water — and we will not say 
that he did not — still, it is wholly gratuitous to assert that, therefore, 
be immerted. As well might we maintain that because it is «aid a 
num is in Amerlea, or in Tennessee, the prepositioa eertalnly importi 
that he is tmdiy <U <o<l Amerieaf m wtd^ ike 99U i^ T m mmf , In 
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translating tn at, as above, we do not intend to deny tkat Joiin erer 
ftood m Jordan, whei>^ he baptised. We alkw thai he may eometimee . 
haTe stood in the water, eometimes out of th« water, ana sometimee 

&t the water's brink, wheu ho pcrformof^ thf» coremony. Onr only 
object 18 to show — wkioh is the laet — tkat the force of the preposition 
has nothing to do with the mode of baptism. This will appear still 
more «Tideat from the foltowing fkotf : Mark says John baptized "in 
the desert;" Luke tits he came preaching rcpontance. and baptizing 
in all the ''country round a holt Jordan;" while John himself de- 
clared that he preached aod baptized '^bkyqnu Jordan in Bethubara," 
and also Snon.'* Whati th«ii, bseomes^f the foroe of the prepo< . 
sition inf What oonneotioti has it with the deotrine of immersion? 
Now the whole story is, when told, that the cTungelists merely in- 
tended to say that John stood at, or tn ike viciniti/ of Jordan, Betha- 
bara, Enon, etc., when he baptized. Again: **Oii whom tha ttfirer 
AT (instead of tn) Siloam fell." And Matthew says: *«Thaa ahali 
lo?e the Lord u>«VA all thy hf nrt"— not in all thy.heaft! Once more: 
**T indeed baptize with water ' — not in water. Tn the book of Acta 
it is said: But ye shall be baptized dt the Holy Ghost," and again, 
.'•with th« Holy Ghost*' And Luke sfiys: *<Tha Hojiy Ohost sat 
UPON the apoBtles;" although the Baptlsis would hava «• beUere that 
the apostles were immersed in the Holy Ghost! 

2d. Into, out oj\ from. — We have placed these prepositions together, 
baeansa it wUl not be oonTenieiit to trtat of t^em separately. It is 
said in Hark i. 9: *' Jesus was baptised by John into the Jordan," a9 
it is properly rendered, though the 8am<» thini:: is not said anywhere 
else in the New Testament. Now this is a plain oase of the inter- 
ehange of Greek particles, where into is put for m or at. See Matt, 
m. 6, and Mark i. 6, where the preposition m is used, not with refer* 
cnce to the mode, bnt to thp mrans of haptisrn. The second and last 
placp where into i.i u^ed in connection with baptism, in away to afifect 
the <j^uestion under examination, is Jfound in Acts viii. 38: **And they 
want down both into the water, )>otii Philip and the eonneh," eto. 
But wherr i \\ lies the stress of this passage fayoring immersion? Cer- 
tainly not in the circumstance of their going "tn^o the water," for 
that is affirmed of '* botK' of them. Will the Baptists contend that 
PhUip was Wplised Ittowlsst If hs was, vKo bapttsed himt IKd - 
ha do it himself, or did the eunuch baptize him, after the fashion that 
Williams flid Holliman "and the other ten?" In Act? sxvi. 18, it 
is said, speaking of Saul and his company, "And when we were all 
, fajlen to the eartti," not into the earth. In John zi. 88, it is said of 
tha4omb of Lanros, " Jssvs therefore oonoth to the tonh,** not mta 
the tomb. Again: *«Thcn cometh Simon Peter, following him, and 
went into the sepulchre. " As to t^ie preposition tn/o, it oftentimes 
stands iu contrast with from, instead of out of. Instance the foHowing 
passages : ''from city to city" — *'from JerasSSam t» Jsrioho"'^*' the 
way that goeth down from Jerusalem to Oaza,*' eto* 

We hare already observed that both Matthew and Mark us© from 
instecMlD^ «ut nift f^®^ desohbe the »ot of onr ^viour in leay- 
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ii)g the water after bflptism. Th«j limplj nj ^« oame /row the 
irater, and not out of the water. 

£a eoiioliiding our xemaxkB undw this head, we lunre a pasmng re- 
mark or so to make tOQohing the body of wUtr im whieh ttie eunuch 

was baptized. The ac<'n«nt snjs, ''They came to Mm ttater." But 
what is some water? How much is some? The pronoun [some, any) 
Bometimes has a diniinutive sense — it sometimes means a liiiie; and 
who will Btkj this is aot its meaning heret The enmich exclaimed 
with evident astonishment when he discovered the water, Behold 
vmier ! Ho does not say, behold the quantity ^ but was surprised to 
find any water in mch a place Indeed, he knew the country, and 
knew it was in that vieinitj^— in tiie Yallegr ef Q«rar, where, as every 
man of infenaation knows, the city of Gaia stood— where Abraham 
and Isaac were dtjliged to dig well? to procure wat^r for tlieir flocks. 
It was here, too, that *<the herdmen of Gerar did strive with Isaac's 
herdmen, saying, The water it our*." Would different parties have 
eont«ided fleroely for water, if it had been abundant as the Baptists 
say it Tvas in the valley? Would Abraham and Isaac have incurred 
the expense and delay of digging wells, if there had boon rivers or 
creeks in the vicinity large enough to immerse a man in, after the 
maimer of the Baptietst Certainly not Whence, tiien,.ha8 ariien 
all this fancied abundance of water sufficient for an immersion, where 
herdmen would quarrel and fight for a **weW out of which to water 
their flocks ? Jieason and prcipumption are against it, else might it 
ha^ been esid: 

But, chfldm, you should iMV«r l«l 

Such angry jpaaaiioiw rise; • 
Yoar clunurjr nstt w«re never auMle 



FIGURATIVE LANOTAGB CONSIDERED. 

The branch of the general argument which we now propose to no- 
tice very briefly, ia one of much more importance than may be sup- 
posed. Men of inteUigenee and san4or will not doubt the oonreetnesB 
of this position. There is no controversy as to whether baptism be 
emhUmatieal; nor is there any dispute, to our knowledc^p, in regard to 
the fact that joutward baptism is an emblem of inward purity. And 
an agree, except perhaps the BaptiBts and Catholics, that baptism 
with water derives its entire efficacy from its omblematioel character, 
while none others deny tlmt it alpo signifies purity of heart. 

If we scan the fic;iiratiYf language of the Bible, we shall find that 
two distinct ideas are cuiuprehended under the general ceremonial 
lue of water; namely, BSOiNiBATioir and puamoAnoir of heart 
The one is founded on the resuscitating, and the other on the purifying 
qualities of water. These fact?, then, clearly show the necessity of 
divers forms of administration of the consecrating elementt in order to 
enati thb fowidatimi and tmUUiiuk on whieh the Tory notion o( sa 
emUm i$ founded.' Chi tUi (oint» Ihu ])iOK» la tbe ieoond wolame, 
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find at the 377th page of his Theolop;y, ht>fttitifully and justly r^- 
marka : It is bj no means probable that God would speak of his 
own op«raiioiiB in one wajf, nnd ^ymbolioally represent ^em in a dif- 
ferent wtg: thnt he ahonld pnniise to sprmkU or pour out his Spirit 
upon us, and, to eonflnn tUs pronuae^ irtniM oommad ob to be pkmged 
into water !'* 

It now onlj remains for us to inquire into the ancient Jewish im* 
port of the oevemonial nee of water. The whole histoiy of this nee 
of water among the Jews speaks but one language. We shall content 
our?^r>lves, however, with a few passages, and leave the reader to ex- 
tend the line of citations ad libitumy and so on ad infinitum. 

In the PBAhna, we hear Da^d pray, ** Waeh me thorongfalj from 
mme uugui^, and cleanee me^fVom my Bin." Again : "iVri^ me with 
hyssop, and I shall be ouak: wash me, and I shall be ifkUer ihm 
snow." 

The Prophet Isaiah says, **Wash you and make you clean: put 
away the eoti of yonr doing." * Agiain : 0 Jerusalem 1 wuh thy heart 

from wycKEDNKss." And in the forty-fourth chapter of Inainh, it ia 
observed, *'I will pour watek. upon him that is thirsty, and floods 
upon the dry ground : I will poott my Sj»ieit upon tiiy seed, and my 
blessing upon ihine offspring.'* 

The Froiftket fisekiel says, Then will I spbinkle ouak water 
upon yon, nn<1 ye shall be clfan: from all your filthinees and /mm 
all your idols will I clbause you." What a severe, what a merited 
rebnke is here given to those Baptist preachers who have been plung- 
ing men and women in Green's muddy and stinking mill-i»ond, and in 
the mud and filth of the Cherokee creek, south of this ! 

In the tenth chapter of Hoh(\i, and at the liitli ver>!e, the command 
is recorded, ^' Seek the Lord till he come and uain ri^hteoumess upon 
yon." And in the fourteenth chapter of the same book it is said, " I 
will be as the mw unto Israel." In the seventy-second Psalm it is 
saiti, in reference to Messiah, **R9 shall coms sowa like &axn upon 
the mown grass." 

In theee three eitations the inspired writers most beantifSilly repre« 
sent the refreshing inflnences of the Spirit by a metaphor taken from 
the falling of DEW and RAIN. What lively — what beautiful figures ! 
•How expressive! But not a word about immeriing in aU this. No 
purifying — no cleansing — ^no washing — ^ia here represented by a com- 
mand to FXUNOB ! ! 

The conclusion, then, to which wo are conducted by express decla- 
rations of holy writ, and by ancient usage, and which have never 
been either contradicted or impaired, is that the practice of immers- 
ing persons in Jl>aptism is an innoTSlion nptm the established and an- 
eient meaning of the mUemati««l ns^ of wnter. This innovation we 
cannot allow, first, becauf=!e there is no necessary demand for it; and, 
next, because it alters in many important and vital respects the sense 
and aspect of the doctrines uid allusions of the New Testament. 

We cannot close this chapter more appropriately than to give H 
jpffagr^ tooehing thfso pointi frnm nibipri'H Chxistian B>ptiim> • 



THX OftlAT IBON WHXBL BXAMINXD. 281 

wcirk inferior to none we have seen on this subject. This paragraph, 
moreover, will enable the reader the more reafHly to appreciate the 
entire bearing of the foregoing remarka. Jiibbard very justly re- 
marks:'-^ 

If, therefore, according; to the general analogy of Scripture, water be used cere- 
monially )wi iin emblem of the purifying and regenerating operations of the Holy 
Spirit; aud if God has uniformly 8pok«n of ibe iiatter as being pmnd out upon 
m«n— as faUinff t^xm— as sitting upon them, etc. ; ud has also signlfled It symboli- 
rally, by tfic falling of dejo — hy the desf^t'iit nf rain — by the pnvring out of wiUt — 
liy Ww ■spn.nkUng of water — by Chrint's breatfiiJi;j ypm hix discipU.i — by th« " Layiiiy 
<m f,f funidg i\iu\ if to this pt. ui'ral euiblLinaticat sense of ctTemonial ablutions 
accord the particular teachings of the ^'.ew I'eatament in regard to Christian bap- 
tism, it follows that, by the sanction of all Jewish usage — by the analogy of wuter 
«nd qtiritnai ^aptigm and bv tbo epoinion law of interpretation of aU symboUcaL 
litet—the water of tmptinn abonUI be apjdlad by wnaaapni er vorauNk 

t 

THB BITER JORDAN. 

Jordan is the largest river in Palestine, and affords more water 
than all the streams of the Holy Land united togejthor. . This cele- 
brated stFaam is fonned by the junction of two riTOlets, the Jar and 
the Dan^ fttm which it takes its name. It risee in Sfoiint IdbaniiBi 
and runs into the Dead Sea. 

Editor HovwiU recently quoted Stevens's Travels in Cgypt, Arabia 
ftotnea, and the Holy Land, to prove that this riraaffDrwMi snffieient 
water for John to have immerse<i Christ in. We now qnote an Item 
from the same author, dated March 81, 1^36, to proTO a man eouH 
not be immersed in Jordan : — 

The bank of the river Jordan here (where Christ was baptized) is about ten or 
twelve feet higb-^ clear level table of laad» covered with rich graM» and laiigo 
buehee on the edge overhanging the river. Judging by the eye, the river ia here 

about thirty paces broad ; the. current is very rapid, and tht> pihrn'm in bathing is 
obliged to hold on b>j the htishfs in avoid being carried away. Immediately below this 
the river narrows to ten paces. It w i thence) a Rinall, l>roken, anil noddy Stveanii 
running between banks of barren sandj without bloom or verdure* 

Now, is it not strange that Mr. Howell shonld introdooe the testi- 
mony of Mr. Stevens to prove that Jordan was so bold a stream that 

a man mrM not wade into it without beiiic' carried away by the cur- 
rent, whcu the same testimony would show that no one could bo im- 
mersed in it for the very same reason ? Was Christ immersed in such 
a stream as this T Or did John and Christ ** hold on by the btuha to 
avoid being c<irrifid awayV^ It would seem so, for the river, just at 
the point where Christ was baptized, was very rapid. ^* Wonder how 
many females could bo induced to encounter " bold Jords^^"' with a 
Baptist preacher who acknowlei^^ himself that he eofi^t swim I What 
wonld one of these large, fleshy, overgrown women do, with her serO' 
ral garment<^ on, in puoh a rapid current? Or, forsooth, what wonld 
a female tn a peculiar fix do in such a scrape ? > ♦ 

To show that Mr. Stevona^li not singular in his description of fta 
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Jordftn, m g^e the foDoiriiig bnaf eiteiiot tnm Bkoim't Snoy^ 
dipedby pag«700:— 

The €ttrr€tU [of the Jordan] t« to iridettt that * Greek servaat, belonging to the 
MitluMr, wlio ittconptAd to croM it, thoiigiiatn»ii|^act^%«ad esetUmt ■wiauMr, 
fiNHid the undertanng nt pr rn d tfoM e . ^ 

Hm Hune author wtajn, p«ge 701 ^ 

TTic rayiiiUly and il_i,lh of the JofdaD are ndmitted Ly every tratoller, ultllNI^ 
the Tolume of water seemi to he nooh dimimahed Irom iti ^pcisnt greatneia. 

The &ot, moraoTcr, of thore being no ford* vtftrHm on Jofdw 
goes to establish its character as a bold and dangerous strMxn. The 
regiil&r passages orer the Jordea were 011)7 '<Mir, as we are tami^i ia 

Scripture. 

1st Jacob's bridge, near to l&e leke Qeueeaielfa, seid to be fiie 
place where Jaoob met his brother tos, end where Jie had the night's 

wrestle with an angel. 

2d. The second cro.ssing-j lace was a bridge at a place called Cham- 
math, at the isBue of the Jordan from, the Lake of Genes&reth. 

8d. There was a feny at Bethabara, mentioii of which is made in 
2d Samuel. Here there was an ed^y, bat the water was deep. 

4th. Last of all, there was a bridge at Bethshan, or ScythopoliB, a 
city belonging to the half-tribe of Manauseh, on the west bank of 
Jordaa. This ia the dty on the wall of wlueh the PhiUsttnes hnng 
the bodj of 8aiil» aAer the eelebnited b4itle pf If oont Oilboa. 



I 

1^ 



OHAPTEB XIII. 

Ho Bcr?mg of God without immersion, ac<Sording to Elder Graves— 
None but immersed belieyers can constitute a Church — ^Eight scrip- 
tural examples of Christiau baptism — Inhabitants of Polar 
r^ODS of the earth ezelvded fhim the eenrioe ef God, if innmerBioii 
be the troe end only mode of baptism— Indecent |»er80iial ezhiU- 
tion, gioiring out of immeraon— ^amnittiy of the whole. 

On page 547^ under the head of '^Deelaiation of Bights/' 
our anihoEr Bays : 

We hold it to be, the personal and bounden duty of every account- 
eible person. 

To aclcnowledge and serve God — believe in and obey Jesus riiri^t 
— to bo immersed upon a profession of that l^iith — to unite with a 
Ciiriatiau Church — to participate in the Lord's Supper — and to labor 
for the ^lory of God and the extension of tiie Bedeemer'fl kingdom ; ete* 

Oil the same page^ under the head ^'Txoofs/* intended to 
mtain hki podtion as fthoYe given, he quotes the following 
passage, whfeh I suppose he takes from the JVeto BaptiH 

Version of the Scriptures, as it is not to be found in our pre- 
sent authorized English version of the Bible : 

Go ye, therefore, disciple all nations, immming tiiem in the name 
of the Fatlier, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; teadung them 
to obserre all things wbatsooTer I have commanded you. ^ 

And on page 552, where his ^' Wheel" is about to call a 
halt, he gives the constitution of a true Church. The first 
section of the first article is in these voids v- 

JEteonoy 1.— A Churdi «f CM>^ ^ ^ eompany of Bunmnas m- 
iAmmh ft profflieion of an evangelioal ISiith, voluntarily awo« 
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oiftt«dt on teroM of perfect equality, in a coTonant or agreement, 

implied or expreHsed, to receive the New Testament as their only rale 
of faith and practice, and to be goTcrned bjr its teachingiB in all things. 

MaWng these three extracts the foundatioa of my remarks, 
I shall conclude my argument upon baptism ia this chapter. 
We qaote again from oar little book : — 

» 

EXAMPLES OF CHRISTUN BAPTISM. 

At this staee of the argument, it is proper to inquire into the prac- 
tice of the early Christiann, with a view to determine the specific 
bearing of their example ou the question in dispute. We therefore 
proceed, and without further preliminazy, to eyamine the Ghristiaii 
baptisms recorded in the New Testament, and espeoiaillj fhoao oaaoa 
alleged to have been cases of immersion. 

, 1. The first case we design to notice, ia the baptism of Uiree thon- 
vand persons on the day of Pentecost, as set forth in the 2d chapter 
of Acts: *'Then tiiey that gladly receiyed his word were baptized, 
and the same day were added unto them about three thousand souls." 
These were all added to the Church on the day of Pentecost ; but the 
mode by which th^ were baptised ia not pointed ont» The Baptists 
say it was by immersion. But any one acquainted with the qircum- 
stances of this nccasioTi, will readily see tlmt tho Tvip-ht of evidence 
is against the idea of immersion. Peter began to preacij about tho 
third hour of the day, i, about uine o'clock A. M. Judging frum. 
the nature of the ocoasion, and firom the drift of his dilbonme, as 
reported by Luke, he could not have delivered his sermon in less tiian 
n?i hour. Luke says — "With many other words Peter te<5tified and 
exhorted," etc. Sermon being ended, the candidates for baptism must 
be selected from the Tast mnltitade, and questioned as to their "ex- 
perience of grace." If they were immersed, they must have been 
provided with a change of raiment; but how could they have been 
prepared to change clothes ? They came together, at first, a promis- 
cuous multitude, without any expectalion of Christian baptism, or of 
their oon version. These and many other things considered,, we have 
no idea ti nt the apostles proceeded to baptize their converts before 
one o'clock. The Jewish day closed at pit P, M., and Luke says they 
were baptized and added to the churcix the ''same day." This 
granted, they had but five hours left In which to baptise tluree then- 
sand person^. Divide these among twelve apostles, even supposing 
them to have all assisted, and each man had an average of 260 ; which 
would be, for each man, 50 persons per hour, or 6 persons in every 

i% minutes. This, we need not say, would haye been impossible. The > 
Baptists allege that the seventy disciples aided on the occasion. This 
allegation has no f imidntion rithor in the text or chapter in wliieh 
this event is recorded. Besides, there ia no proof that the seventy 
were commissioned to baptize. Luke is so ^expHcit as to say — "But 
Peter standing with the eleven^* eto. Why did not Lake say— 
But Peter sliMig up with the iwmty** etA ? 
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But on this occasion, the apostles liad no placr for (he immrrsion of 
such a muUitiide. The bruok Keilroii, which rau along the ea.st side of 
the ell^, WM at its maanniiiii ttit a turbid Btpoaiik — ^for ever dry in the 
hot seaaoQ^ ami it was now about June; so that, if it were not dry, 
its waters must have been failing fapt. Besides, soon after this stream 
iaaued from its aource, it received from a oommon-sewer all the blood 
and ordftre of the daily Baorifieefl» and the common fildi, both of tha 
temple and the northern seation of tite city. If one of the apostles 
had taken a wife or <i*\n^hter of ours, and plunged her into this filthy 
brook, he would not have immersed another female hoou again. 

As to public pools, the Scriptures give an account of but ttcOf Beth- 
saida mid Siloam. The Utter vnM one mile from where the great 
meeting wa^? on the day of Pentecost. Do the Scriptures give any 
nroount of tlie marching of these three thousand persons, ami as 
many spectators, to this jpool ? But if they had gone there, could 
three thoiuaiid peroons have been immened in one poolt between the 
hours of one and six f Are there no difficulties attending this Baptist 
hypothesis? T?5 it not erident that/>0Mrtn^ or itprinklinff was the modff 
on the memorable occasion we have been considering t Let the candid^ 
reader answer. ' 

2. The second example of baptism mentioned in the New Testa* 
ment is that of the ounnch, by IMiilip. TTere, ?ay? the Baptist parti- 
san, they both went domi into the water, and they both came up out of 
the waitTf and this certainly makes out a case of immersion. There 
is nothing in the text from which immersion can be inferred, but the 
circumstance of their going dovm into the water, etc. If, then, this 
circumstance prove the immersion of either, it will ])rove the immer- 
sion of both, for it existed alike with respect to both. Let us tlirow 
the argument into a syllogistioal form, and see what it proves. Qoing 
down into the water necessarily implies immersion. Philip and the 
eunuch both went down into" the water. Therefore, of necessity, 
they were both immersed. But many persons^ go down into the water, 
and come up ont of it» without being immorsed. Of this we are 
ahsolntely certain, botii from our own experience and daily observa- 
tion. But as tliis question is exfirained on former pages of this work, 
we will add nothing more in this place. 

3. The third example of baptism recorded in nie New Testament^ 
is that of the Apostle Paul at Damascus. And we unhesitatingly 
affirm that there is nothing in this text which, either directly or indi- 
rectly, justifies the conclusion that Paul was immersed. Hear what 
the evangelist says. Acts ix. 17, IB: *'And Ananias went his way 
and entered into &e honse, and putting his hands npQpliim, said, 
Brother Slanl, the Lord, even* Jesus, who appeared unto tiiee in the 
way as thou earnest, hath sent me that thou miglitest receive thy 
sight, and be tilled with the Holy Ghost; and immediately there fe^ 
from his eyes, as it had been scales ; and he receiTed sight forthwith, 
and arose, and was baptizxd." Was Paul immersed ? It is not so 
•written in this text. It is not so much as hinted at in this text. It ig 
not in the book of God. It is a mere 15aptist conjecture which no 
man is bound to believe, because uo man can prove it true. Najf 
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more — tiiere is every reason a man of sense should require foi 
believing the Ttry reverse. Paul had been three days «nd nights as 
blind as a bat, greatly enfeebled by fastinf^ and anguish of spirit ; 
and from the fact of his ri'-injr np to be baptized when Anfinias cama 
to him, it appears that he waa either sUting or l^itig down — certainly 
In a tod condition to be tod off and plunged Into some ]Mo1 or pond, 
for there was no river or creek suitable in the neigbborhood. The 
text does not warrant the conclnsion that Paul left the house or room 
in which Ananias found him ; and inasmuch as he received meat and 
WM Btreagthenod, hameduttly aftor hk bftpliBm, tlie pnanniplfiflii 
is that he did not* 

4. The fourth example of bapti°ra afforded us in the New Testa- 
ment, is that of Cornelius and his friends at Cesarea. See Acts x. 
48: "Then answered Peter, Can any man forbid water, that these 
flhoTild not be baptised who have received the Holy Ghoa^ aa well as 
we ? And he eommended them to be baptised in tbe aame ef the 
Lord Jesus." 

' Does any part of tiiis t«:xt gay that Cornelius and his friends were 
' Imened in water? A person who had nsrer heard tell of tiie piae- 
tice of plunging, might read this narrative a hundred times over, 
and he would never think of a baptism by immersion : nay, there is 
not a word or an allusion, in the text, from which such an idea could 
originate ; bat there are eereral indloations of baptism by pouring and 
^mnkling. 

Look at the mode of Pe ter's question, "toAo thall forbid rcaffr,** etc 
As if he had said, in the preceding verse, Christ has poured upon them 
the promised baptismal purifying of the Holy Ghost Who shall 
Ibrbid OS to pour on them the baptismal water which represents it? 
These considerations prove to our mind that pouring, smd not aiMlHf ■ 
aion, "was the mode of baptism on thi^ occjision. 

6. The iitth example of baptism that wo meet with in the New 
Testament, Is that of Lydia and her honsehold. See Aets xvi 18-16 : 

And on the Sabbath, we went out of the city, by a rirer side, where prayer was 
wont to be made; and wa Mfc down, and spake unto the women which resorted 
tiUther. And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Tby^ 
atlra, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the L^rd optmed, thiit she 
attandcd unto the things which wero spoken of Paul. And when she was baptised, 
and her household, she besought us, saving, If ye have judged me to be fUthful to 
Ihe Iiofdy oome into niy houe^ and alms nine, And ne oonslMtaed nti 

NoTT wo a?=l^^ the •Baptists, who demand explicit proof for the mode 
and 8ul jects of baptism, to show us in what part of this text they 
find liius saith t^e Lord," Lydia and her household were immersed 
or plunged Sn a river T There is nothing resembling it in sU the te^t. 
W • There is nothing resembiing it. The scriptunil narrative of this case 
of baptism is plain, unvarnished, and complete. And what does the 
whole narrative amount to ? Why to this : Lydia went to the place 
of prayer — ^heard Paul preach- — the Lord opened her heart — she 
believed the gospel— was baptised, and invitea the apostles to abide 
atherhonse. Iloee tins prove that lydia was jmmersed? Not one 
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word is said as to the mode of her baptism. It is said she was bap' 
tized, but noaiention is made of the how, 

6. The sixth example of Christian baptism recorded in the New 
Tt'stument, is that of the Philippiau jailer. See Acts xvi. 33: **And 
ho took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes ; 

^ and was baptized, he and all his, straightway." Now tell us, ye 
adrocates of immenioD, did tke Jailer and his fiunily put off at the 
Imur of nndiii.rVit to a river, rr^M-k, or pond, or other cnllrrtion of 
water, to be plunged? Did the Spirit of God, under whoso influence 
- * the jailer acted, direct him to hsivf n:i iniportaut and responsible 
oharge, both in Ttolation of the laws of Ckd and lus conn^, and 
upon the strict observance of which his lifp— to say nothing of the 
happiness of his family — depended, and follow one of his prisoners 
through the streets and back alleys, and over garden fences, at mid- 
night, in sesroh of a riyer, or pond, or pool of vnter, in wliUdi he and 
his family could be plunged? An ignorant and prejudiced Baptist 
may b<ilieve this, but we )iever can. We cannot b^OTO tt| moreover, 
because it has no foundation in Scripture or fact. 

Bat, says a blind, infatuated Baptist, there was a hath in the pri8<m, 
in which the jailer and his household were immersed. Where is this 
written? Not in the Bible. But what was a bath doing there? 
Were any so sharp-sighted as to know beforphHnd that the adminis- 
trators of Chribtiau baptism would be commitLod to prison, and that 
the keepers of the prison would become obedient to the faith," and 
desire baptism? Imbecility itself, without the aid of Baptist bigotry, 
cannot exceed the weakness of such a conclusion. 

7. The seventh case of Christian baptism to which we shall allude 
in this connection, recorded in the New Testament, is that of the 
tvrelTe disdples at Ephesos. (See Acts xix. 1-7.) 

And it caiue to pans, that whilft ApulloR was at Corinth, Paul having passed through 
the upper comU, came to Corluth; and finding certain disciples, he said unto them, 
"BMm y© iweivwl the Holy Gheet since ye believed? And they said unto him. We 
have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ohost And he said unto 
them, Unto what then were ye baptised? And they said, Unto John's baptism. 
Th«n said Paul, John verily baptizpj with th« T ly tism of rep<mtanco, sayinc unto 
the people that they should believe ou him who shoald come after him, that is, on 
Christ Jesus. When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jeeoii, And when faul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Obort came oa 
them; and they spake wldi tongues, and propherfad. And all the men ware aboat . 
, twelve. 

This text only says that the twelve disciples were baptized, without 
once referring to the mode. OS course it proves nothing for or against 
tiie practice of immersing persons. Haying, howerer, spoken of this 
case of baptism in the preceding part of this work, we shall msrsly 
add that Uie idea of these disciples having been immeraed has no 
foundation in Scripture or fact. 

8. The eighth and last example of baptism mentioned in the New 
Testament which we shall bring to view, is the baptism of Crispns 
and Gaius, and the hou5>ehold of Stephanas, by St. P ail. On these 
cases we cannot enlarge, because the apostle Paul does not tell 
how, nor where, nor when, he baptized either of these persons, or this 
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Uovaahold.' Therefore, nothing can be infl^eU therefrom concerning 
the mode of* baptism. 

We have now examined all the cases of riirlstian biiptiem recorded 
in the New Tcstahii'iit, wliicli took plfirc ;wft< r (he new or Cliri'^tinn 
dispensation, and upon which the Baptissta rc*l^ for authority to im- 
merae ; aud we arriye at this eonclaBtoiit that it «um^ be prow tnm i 
the New Te8t:inu>tit that the apostles ever imraerM a single 4>erB«iu 
N;iy, we imhesitatiogly affirm that no one ever was immersed in the 
days of the apostles. And we defy every Baptist on earth to produce 
explicit proof from the Scripturea of any persons ever having been 
immersed in tbe primitive Chiureh. On the eontnury, the aatare and . 
design of Christian baptism prove that if^MtMA or apHtiMmg, rather 
than m/nurnon, was the mode* 

In 1842, I had a controversy with the Baptist Banner, 
published at Luuisviile, Kentucky; and I urp^cd the utter 
impracticability of immersion in those terrible regions of 
frost and snow traversed by the sixtieth parallel of northern 
latitude. My article entire, on that occasion, compiled from 
the views of Hibbard and Humboldt, and Woodbridge's Uoi- 
Tevsal Geogiaphy, was as follows : 

We cnnnot allow, by any means, that baptism by immersion is 
essential to galyation, becaune nature, in some portions of the world, 
has interposed an insuperable barrier for nine out of every twelve 
months in the year — a barrier which, to tbe inhabitants of those 
countries, wonhl render innnersion instant death. Not less than eipht 
millions of humin hpings now inhaV^it the polar and frozen regions 
of the earth. Many of these are to be found in the sixtieth parallel 
of latitiide northwurd, where the temperature is snch for two-thirds 
ef the year, that wtlls freeze to their bottoms, and the inhalntants 
can only get water to use by melting snow or ice. Tn the region of 
the Esquimaux the lakes and streams, however deep, are frozen* to 
the bottom f<ft nine months in the year. In Greraland and Lapland 
even baldfhoe and mercury freeze during the winter. The i > i ] i a bitant^ 
of these rej!;ion«!, (Turing the winter, remain crowded together in ?mall 
huta. The inhabitants of Siberia, especially, stop the upenings in 
their houses with ice and snew, and use ice instead of glass. Every 
part of the body must be eorwed in going out) or it is instantly 
frozen. The oold often eavsea trees and roelu to spUt, and make loud 
reports ! 

In these sections, we ask, in all candor, how could immersion be 
performed? Not by melting snow or ioe. Not by baths, for they 

would freeze up. And yet in these cold regions dwell nulUons of 
human beiiifrs a? prood by nature as we are; and if this nio'le of 
baptism be ewentiai to salvation, they must be Ic^t. It is not saying 

e 
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iQUcli for either the wisdom or goo^nees of God, to contend that he 
hu MtabliBbed an ordinance of perpetual obligation 'irfuch, though 

aduptcd to the convenience of the inhabitants of the burninp^ sands 
of the south, excludes from his Church all whose miBfortuue it is to 
reside amidst the perpetual and eternal snows of Lapland, (jfreen- 
laad, «r that qtore frozen region, Siberia 1 Evoa with us there are 
months of the year daring which immersion is performed with 
great Inconvenience, producing sensations we phould think by no 
means pleasant to the outward man;" unless, indeed, we attach a 
merit to eueh aeneations, according to a Catholic's idea of penance^ 
or a Brahmin's notion of tdf-mortijication. 

This objection to immersion, arising: from climate, has nlways kopt 
Baptist missionaries within warm latitudes. While other Protestant 
sects of Europe have penetrated northward into Norway and Lapland, 
aj, and Oreenland, the Baptist missionaries have confined thobr labors 
to (j'TTnauy, tlie ^louthern part.s of Poland, and s*ome of the states of 
Austria. Tliey have missionaries in India, Africa, and amonp^ the 
aborigines of America; but JiO liaptist missionary ever yet attempted 
to organise a society in the iVosen regions of Lapland, Siberia, Lirt>-'* 
rador, or General Russia, and for this very good reason too, that 
nature has rendered the ordinance of baptism by immersion whoUy 
impracticable! 

A aingle quotation frotn A\'oodbridge's Geography, page 
145y fleventh edition^ will saatain me ia the views here 



During the winter the inhahitaats of the coldest parts remain 
crowded together in small huts. The whole inside of a hut or ship 
is usually lined with ioe from the vapor 6f breath, which must be cut 
away eTcxy morning. The inhabitants of Siberia stop the op<mings 
of their houses with ice, and ose it instead of glass. It the cold air 
suddenly enter the hou'-e, tlic vapors fall in a shower of snow. Evdry 
part of the body must be covered in going out, or it is instantly 
frozen. The air, when breathed, seems to pierce and even rend the 
Inngs. The cap often frceses to the lips if it be tonclu d in drinking. 
The provisions must bo cut with hatchets and saws. Trees and the 
beams of houBes nre s^plit by the frost, and rocks are rent with a 
noise like that of hrearms. 

To this article the BeT. editor of the Banner replied, 
oharging me with igsorance of history -and geography. To 
which I, in party replied as follows : 

It has been ascertained by Humboldt and others, who have care- 
fully traced those lines of equal temperatnre iisually called the iso- 
thermal lines, that not less than eight millions of human beings inhabit 
the polar regions. To these souls the gospel must be promulgated, 
and its ordinancea administered. Chnrahes must be organised in the 
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very centre of these most frozen regions. But the Baptists caonot 
organize those churches, nor administer those ordinances, especiaUj 
tiukt of baptism, becante, nine monflui ia the jwtf their mode of hap- 
tiam would be more galling than the bloody rite of circumcision. 

But we are boastingly asked if wo "know that the Greek Thurcb 
prevails in Central RuMia, and that they are ail m/t^immersionists?" 
We do know that the Greek Ohnreh elaime the Umitory at the whirie 
Buwian empire in Europe, a great part of Siberia in Asia, the entize 
* country in Pfilctino. Syria, Mesopotamia, Egypt, Arabia, and, in 
short, the whole of the old world ; and, in thia respeot, is trvdj the 
univenal Church, Bat we happen to know, likewise, l^t the head 
of the Chreek Church, tk% patriarch ef Constantinople, resides in that 
famous capital, where a synod convenes monthly, for the transaction 
of ecclesiastical business, the twelve bishops attending. And while 
we kn(W all this, wo happen to know more: we know that this Chuich 
has sever organised churches in one-tenth part of the erteat of 
territory they claim the control of; and we know, too, that she 
baptizes children, and admits them to the table of the Lord. Unlike 
the Baptists in every respect. This editor can find an account, on 
the eightieth page ofikis own History, (Bsnedie^Sy Td. i.,) of a Oreek 
priest cutting a hole in the ice, and immersiag a child, when uninten* 
tionally he let it slip through into the water and drown! The holy 
administrator exclaimed: ^'Oive me another^ for the Lord hath taken 
* that to himae^I /" The parents on tl^e bank declined, however, and 

said they were not willing the Lord should receive any more in that 

^ way. Putter sprinkle, we should think. Query: Have tlic Baptist 
missionaries kept out of "Central Russia" for fear of bavin to 

, encounter these Greek "^^" immersers of children? Verily, "when 
Greek meets Greek, then comes the tog of war." 

From the Ignorance manifested by this reverend editor, it is more 
than likely he labors under the impression that "Central Russia" is in 
the '*C^u[iada8, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and other British pos- 
sessions in North America!*' On this point it may be well enough to 
enlighten the gentleman. liussia proper is a very large empire, 
partly in Asia and partly in Europe : bnnnrlcd nn tbr» north by the 
iVozen ocean; on the south by Great Tariary, tlie Caspian sea, and 
Persia; on the east by the sea of Japau; and ou the west by Sweden, 
Poland, and ttie Black sea. The ipreatest part of this empire lies in 
the temperate sone, within which limits the Greek Cliurch ope- 
rates, baptizing children by ^'■trine'^ immersion, and administering to 
them the sacrament of the Lord's Supper. Central liussia" is in 
and beyond the siz^-eixth degree of latitode, lies in the fkigld fOQe» 
where there are neither Greeks nor Baptists, for reasons liereiofosia 
named. Does the editor consider himself instructed! 

BUSSIAH BAPTISM. 

It is always performed by immersion. In the rich hottiet, two 
tables are laid oat in the drawing-room by the pitieBt: one is covered 
i irith holy Imniei, and en the ether it plaeed aa enofiiwai illTer 
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basin iUled with water, 8ttRoiuid«d by small wax tapsri. The chief 

pne^^t brL'ins hy consecrating the font, and plunging a silver cross 
repeatedly in the water: ho then takes the child, and, after reciting 
certain prajers, undresses it completely. The process of immersion 
takes puoe twice, and so rigoronsly that the head must disappear 
under the water: the infant is then restored to its nurse, and the 
sacrament is finally administere 1. In former timep, when n child had 
the misfortune to be bom in winter, it was plunged without pity 
under Hi* lee, or into water of the same temperatare. In the present 
day that rigor has been relaxed by permission of the CSmreh, and 
warm water is substituted for the other; but the common people still 
adhere scrupulously to tho ancient ])iactice. in all seasons. On these 
« occasions number:^ of children are bapiued at the same time uu the 
iee, and the oold often proTce fiktal to them. It sometimes happens, 
also, that a child slips through the hands of a priest, and is lost ; in 
which case he only exclaims : "God has been pleased to take this 
infant to himself: hand me another;" and the poor people submit to 
theii! iSBS without a mvrmnr, as the dispensation of HeaTen. 

AN INDECEJUI P£R£K)NAL EXHIBIIXON. 

During the cold spring of 1842, on twi» diffnrent oeeasiens, at Che- 
rokee Church, in Washington County, Tennessee, the Baptist pastor. 
Elder B., after immersing several persons, came out of the water and 
changed his clothes in the^|eBence of the multitude, as indicated by 
this engraTinr, and all in^Hn*pi|^oo males and females I Ho 
was a very tall man, knookkn^ed ftd rawboned— any thing bnt hand- 
some when dressed ! 

At one time he stripped himself to his shirty on the plain, around 
a fire, and in the presence of a crowd of females, some of whom 
actually rani At another tfane he ohanged bis clothes in the pulpit^ ' 
before the congregation, preparatofy to administering the BAfn»% 
not the Lord' s Stippcr. 

Npw, lor thia contempt of the decencies of life, the reverend gen*' 
tleman onght to haTO been indieted far ott mdisemt crfttKMrn of kit 
jjerson. It is a shame and a disgrace to any Church, and to the entir^ . 
Church, and calculated to bring religion into contempt. And for this, 
as well as other reasons, we denounce such practices. Let the peoj^ 
. of «Tery order frown down snoh ndgavitiea. And let aU females who 
have not a taste tor such tiffkii, stay away from such plaoee nnt& 
better order be obaerred. 

SUMMARY OF THii WHOLi:. 

We have now said what we desired to say in this work, and what 
we deemeA neeessary to be $%id; and from what has been said we 
may leam : 

1. That baptism is a Sflcr-in^.pnt of th(» c;o'^'po!, T\-lnch instituted 
by our Saviour for very important purposes ; that he designed it to bo 
perpetuated in his Church, in every clime, to the end of time ; that it 
11 
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is the duty of al! Oliristian people to nUenrl to it, and no less the 
duty of &U authorized ministers to admiuister it in all proper cases, 
yrho, by the way, can alone lawfully i^djiiituster this sacr&ment, Imt 
who have no anthority to rebapttze. 

2. Thit penitent adults, adult beliovor:', and the infant children of 
all bfiptize i jiarents,* together wiili llie serv;i.iit:H of mich per8on.s, pro- 
vided they are charged with their educatiuu or training, are proper 
snbj«Qt8 of Christita bap^sm, and, as such, shoidd aoC be kept ttvm 
the ordinance. 

3. That no one mode of baptism is laid down in the Scriptores, to* 
the exclusion of all others j tluk it may be yalidly adn^i^dsteried either 
by gprmkUng, or pouring, or by tfiMMrM9fi; bni that, neref&deii, the, 
oeriptftieffdo afford more eTideno^in f^Tor of gprii^ding and pouring 

than of immersion. 

4. That too iiitinv persons sabatitate an attention to this outward 
ordmance tiiut uuglit lu be paid to inward piety and an upright life; 
that, instead of vsing baptism is a means of graoe, ih%f abnse il to 
their own destruction ; that, instead of laboring to become holy here, 
and of being fitted for the inheritance of saints in light, they seek 
after a mere thadoto^ in the vain hope that it will lead them to the 
unintemipted enjoyment o| that etenial and enduring Sobstavob. 

Thidi bi^tism is dasigned to represent. 

mi . ,'. 

* Wc of courso hold the docLnnw that all infant children, whether of believing 
parents or not, are entitled to baptism on ac: miu of their oxvn relation to Christ 
aad to his kingdom, aad not of that of tttslr parent*-^" for of smh 1* tiie kingdom 
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. OHAPTEE XIV. 

£lder Grares perpetrates twenty-five falsehoods in one chapter of 
twelye pages, beisg otw two lies to a page — Espouses the cause 
of local preaohgn, at the expense of Hie travelling ministry — 

Plays off the demagogne, and mi-rrpresents thoTaws of the Method- 
ist Church — Proves himself unwectbj pf the oonfidenee of honest 
■ men of ail denonuuatious ! 

J. R. Gbaybs, of NasliTille, and Editor of tbe Tennes^ 

tee liaptist," claims to be one of the clerical buccebsons of 
the apostles ; and by virtue of hm lineal descent from John 
the Baptist y claims, in connection with the ministers of his 
own fldtlr and order," the exolosive right of administering 
&e ordinances of the Chorolii ezolnflive qnalificationB t0 in- 
itmct mankind in the important dooCpnes of ealyation, audi, 
as H matter of conrse, to refosm the maniien and cnstoms of 
the seyeral spurious sects of lihe country. I propose to shOsr 
that this man Graves and his associates are not the only au- 
thorized expounders of God's word — the only authorized 
administrators of the ordinances of the Church — and that 
they hme hj jio means been set for the general reforma- 
tion 'of mea and mannen the Head of the Church ! I 
fiopose to show, tn^ ether words, that if the arrogant olauaB 
set up by tiMse higoted sectaiians are even well foondad, 
nfither theiSetnjMr, Aor morcdifi/j nor examph set by Grayes, 
qualifies him for .the position he has assumed ! 

I propose to show that Graves has perpetrated TWENTY- 
FIVE FALSEHOODS" in one chapter of his book, a short 
ohaptcocat that, composed of o^y twdvtpagm^ making more 
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tlutf ^ liu to a page. Not so bad for one of iiio mooeaBoni 

of the apostles, in a direct lineal descent from John the Bap- 
* tiijtl The chapter I allude to is Chapter 20th, commencing 
on' page 225; and I declare, upon the honor of one who 
expects to give an account in the future to the Judge of all 
men^ that this is but a fidr speoimeii of the othar t4tr(y-niM 
obftpten of bis book 1 » 

An ablo artida from the pen of Bey. WssitKr Smith ap- 
peani ill the Texas Obristlas Advoeate <9f September, 1855, 
taking the same view oi thia subject j but as it is written 
more in detail than answers my purpose, I will present an 
, abridged view of the subject. Graves is rcallj so ignorant 
of the cconoraj of Methodism, that he takes the absurd 
, groand that aU looal preaobeis in our Obnrob were onoe itine- 
TKa% preacben; wbeieas^ a great majority of Hkem never 
were members of onr Anmial Oonferevee, and nevir even 
desired to be. And when ministers of our Church locate, 
they do it voluntarily. When local preachers join a Confer- 
ence, they are received or rejected by a majority vote of the 
Conference, just as yoBOg men are when they £rst enter the 
•travelling ministry; aocording to their merits or demerhsy 
tilents or want of talent% I waa ten years an itinerant 
preacher and in that time a member of tbe (General Gonftr- 
ence. I baye been twenty years a locaUpreacher — know 
what are the rights and privileges of local preachers — and I 
am pleased with the government of my Church as it is. The 
dedicatiou, then^ this l^ing chapter to local preachers, in 
its conclusion, is a species of demag9§uei9m that all high- 
iflrinded and well-infbrmed Iteal preaobers wttt treat witb 
scorn and contempt! Bnt I will torn my attention to %e 
, eelabrated chapter allnded to. 

FALSEHOOD MO. 1. 

A travelling preacher is eyidently con^K!or<vl the most nscfai tO 
your sodety, and ixideed Me onl}f legUimait j^^taehtr. * ^ 



Digitized by Google 



246 



This is a palpable /alseTioodj inaamticli as a local preaobei 
receives the same kind of license that an itiaeiant does: 
takes vpoQ him the aamo ovdinstioii tows : bolds the sam^ 
or^er of mdontisls : admuiisteis ihe SMTsments : solemDikes 
the rites of matrimoiiji and attends to the hnrial of the dead. 
The only difference between them is, that tTie one is the pastor 
of the church, while the other preaches when and where, 
in his own judgment^ there seems to be a demand for his 
fierrioes. 

SIAUIHOOD HO. 2* 

Consequently, the strongest possible mfluences Kf» brought to bear 
i^on the preachers to keep tiiem in the saddle. 

To my own knowledge, the above statement ia false. 
inflmencea m ever hnmght to bear npon itinerant preachers 
to keep them in t|ie regular work^ when their peeuiiaiy 
neeessities and the inoreasing demands of their funilies re- 
quire them to locate. Eveiy man in the work can locate at 
• his Annual Conference, if he is in good standing, and take 
with him a certificate of his location and good character. 
Both a man s connectioa with and retirement from the work 
are vchmtaty. It is a matter of regret, at all Conferences, 
that some useful men m forced to retire, £Dom a want of that 
support neosMSiy for their fiunilies. 

' tAXSBKOOP xo. & . 

l|id every sMwIe thrown ia the wsj to deter them ftipa looailBg 

When our preaehen locate, instead of heeoming pastors, 

they really cease to be pastors. Here, tben^ are tiiree bare 
jaisehoods found in one short sentence 1 

lAuaaoon no. 4. 

The office of pastor, the teost common office of tiie Ohmtian s[|i]ufr> 
tor, in the days of the apostles, is wholly ignored ^ you, and that 
-of emfoUst snMiftated ia its plaos. 



Digitized by Google 



246 Tfi£ GJEl£AT IBOIT Wfi££L EXAMIMSD. 

This is false, inasmuch as we have a reyular pastorate^ 
though the Discipline requires the pastor to be changed every 
two jears. The Baptist, and ether congregational churches, 
have a great deal iji (roable at times io ridding themselves of 
men who do more harm than good. The JBaptiat Ohmeh in 
Neshville leAuedi hut Ootol>ery te endcrm J. B. Ofsw'a 
Cbrifltkn ehaneter^ after a eevere atniggle on 1^ part. He 
had lived among them too hng^ and they knew him ioQ wUl 

VAXBIHOOD XO. 6. 

Thef (the people) are Mt even allowed fte Yight to petitioa for Ub 
(tfae^^Mher'a) xetmn. 

* * 

This is a more delihemte fklsehood (ihaireifeheT of the fbre- 

going, inasmuch as our people regularly petition for preach- 
ers, and are as regularly granted their reqiicst^s. We local 
preachers are regularly consulted by the Bishops and Presid- 
ing Eiders, as to who will best serve the interests of the 
Ghnroh on our circuits and stations. In (mr Qnarteily, An- 
nual, and Geneial ConferanoeSi th» right of our people to 
petitixm is eoneeded, and theu petitions aie alwa^ treated 
with the ntmost respect 

VAXSKHOOD VO. 6. 

Speaking of a meagre fund provided by our Church for 

the support of worn-out prenchers, and the widows and or- 
phans of deceased preachers^ (xraves says : 

Who dotthts that mnHitndfitf of MethocKst i^raaohera Ueom nteh 
tlbough the influnioe of tliis strong oonsolation held out to them by 

the elders! 

Thai Methodist praaohers enter tiie itineruicy for the sake 
of an annual dividend of fifty or sixty dollan per snnnm, 

a/tcr they arc broken down, or a dividend of tifteen to twenty 
for each of several children, after the death of the fat}iei\ 
carries the lie upon its very face. Every candid and sensible 
man knows that many join onr xapks with wtgowi " tH wrel snd 
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preach until they exhaust their means^ and then locate be* 

canse their support is iiiadet^uatc. 

TAL0BHOO]> irO. 7. 

And who doubts iliat imiltitude? continue their connection with the 
Methodista through the inHueucc of thiii tuud for Baperannuated 
preMhent 

No man baving any aoqnnntaooe with Methodism sappoflee 
any anoh a thing. Gravesj and euoh undersirikeni as the 
^' North CaroHna Fahlishing Society of the Baptist Chvaeh" 
may suppese snoh a thing. Honesty eaadid| and weU-infonned 

men know it u a lie / 

But he (the preacher who locates) is degraded at once in the eyes 
of the whole traveliing oonnection, in the eyes of his Bishop, of 
the irorld; for they (the traTeUing preachers) take care that it shall 
he so. 

This discovery never was made by any local or travelliug . 
preacher ! Dr. Bond, editor of the New York Christian 
Advocate, 0. B. Roes, late of Kentuoky, Judge Longstreet, 
of Mississippi^ United States Senator Colquitt^ pf Geofgia, 
and ex-Bepiesentatives in Congress^ SxNZia and Tatim, of 
East Tennessee, were local pTeaehers. These men were nerer 
degraded ia tlie eyes of their brethren, or of the world. 
And these are only a few of the dead and living evidences of , 
the falsehood of Uraves's statement. 

FALSEHOOD NO. 9. 

He ( the preacher Tvho Inratcs) is degraded from the renA he held 
vith them (the travelling proachert.) 

This is notoriously false ; for if he were a deacon or elder, 

ho is still the same, retaining his credentials, and carrying 
with liim an additional certificate of his honorable withdrawal 
from the Annual Conference ! 
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■ FALSf-nOOD NO. 10. 

His name is carried dowu and put tipoQ a dau paper^ and some 
smooth-chinned and brainless boj of a class-leader now has jnrisdic- 
iioD over the aged veteran, in conjunction with some eqiiftUj «idoire4 
clrcint i-ider. WJiAt a &U I How hiimiHating to % man poaaened of 
sell-respect I 

Every word of tlie foregoing is ftboi ia the oonneetioii in 
whieh it stftods. The Quarterly Conference) and not the 
okie-leader, has jurisdictioQ over all the local preachers id the 
circuit or station. This Conference is composed of all the 

preachers, exliorters, leaders, and stewards in the circuit or 
station. The local preacher^ moreover, has the right of appeal 
to the Annual Conferenee. (iSIse DitcijpHne*) 

VALSSHOOP MO. 11. 

• He (die local preacher) \b su'bjccted to the most rigid and oppres* 
sire espionfTfjf on the part of those whose lore of rule is gratified in 
Bukyecting their former so?ereign to their wills, if they haTe no old 
aooraa to settle with him. 

2%w entire statement, in every parHcular, %$ faUe. I hare 
been % local preaoher for twenty years — I never heard of this 
oppressive espionage"— I nerer felt it — I haTe enj<^ed the 
hoEgest liberty — So do all loeal preaohei»— it has no ezisteDoe 
ia the Methodist Ghoroh ! 

VALsuooD no. 12. 

They (the claaa-laader tad preaoher In eharge) eaaaot exdvde him 

(the local preacher) without a hearing, but they can arraign him aa 

often as they plon?e before the quarterly coi^rt, the majority of it 
being class-Leaders and preacheri in charge^ and he being nothing but a 
local minie^ter ; and can be represented as 1roubluomt, disposed to ex- 
eroise too much authority and inflnenoe, and greatly in the way; the 
class-loader and circuit-riders can easily comr' to the conclusion that, 
vpon tht whoU^ he had better be divested of his mimsterial office. 

This statement is &lse by sujiprmiony fiJse by ffenio?^ and 
fidse by mi^eprtmUatum, No loeal deacon or elder erer 

was deprived of his ministerial functions by the arbitrary 
conduct of class-ieadcrs and preachers iu charge. Ue can 
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only be suspended from bis ministerial office by a '*ommtttoe 

of local preachers. His court of trial is the Quarterly Con- 
ference — if disfatisiied with its decision, he can appeal (o the 
Annual Coniereuoe, whose decision is final. See Qor Dis- 
eipiine, Tinder the head Local Preachers/' and see how it 
pute this TillaiiMMig alaiideier to the blush 1 

TALSBHOOD HO. 18. 

By simply remoying to a distant neighborhood, he (the local 

preacher) doos it nt the forfeitiiro of his niinisterial office, f'-ir the 
law empowers the presiding elder or preacher in charge to giTQ or 
wUhhoid a certiJUaU of his official standing as they please. 

• 

TMb Is an inezetuaUe and a mosl m^aUdom fidaehood. 
Sveiy local preaebei^a obaraeter ia ezamioed onee a year in 

his Quarterly Meeting Conference, and if nothing appear 
against him, the minutes must nhow that fact. And when- 
over he desires to remove from one circuit to another, or from 
one State to another, the presiding elder or preaoher in 
charge is hound to ^^raiU him a certificate of removal, setting 
forth that be ia in good standing. This is the kao of oar 
Gbnioh, and I know it to be the utagey from Maine to Oali- 
fomiay as weU as in Great Britain and Ireland I 

* VAXSIHOOD vo. 14. 

Local preachers are generally a persecuted class. 

This is false, unless Giaves intends to aaj ibej are pene- 
ciOed by Baptist preaebensi bigoted aeotariajia under tbeir 
inflnence, and by wicked men and deivils ! 

rALBSBOQD MO. 16. 

A loed preaoher thus expostulates with Mr. McFerrin, the editor 
of the Methodist Advooate in this dly, (N&shville,) who, living at 
home on a fai taUuy, oaa erea write dinespectlWy ef looal 

preachers. 

It is fidae thai Br. McFerrin em wrote or spoke " dlaw- 
11* 
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BpectfuHy of local preachers." On the eontnay, he hM 
apokcn and written of them in terms of Wish rccjard. He 
may have dciiuunced some one or viorc ca^es^ but this has no 
more to do witli local preacher?, as a class of men, than my 
demmoiatioius of Graves's ffdsehoods his to do with pons 
and gentlemsnlj Baptist pteaohm, to jAool I mske no «!• 
limoDs! 

lA&SaBfMI vo. 16. 

If the preacher locates with a very exteni<ive and powerful iiiflii' 
ence, he b^somea obnoxiood at oqc9 to the preacher in charge. 

The very tcpctwc of this iff the tmth I The practical woHe- 
ings of Methodism show, that the more popular the local 
preacher, aud the trreatrr the iiiilueoce he exerts, the more 
apt the preacher in charge is to be on terms of iotimaoj with 
him; and for two Tossons — ^first, becanse of his aoppesed 
merits, and nozti booanse of tho servioe ho eaii mdn' the 
travelliDg preaeher in hnildiiig up hu ohniohi and in pfoont>> 
iog his supp<»t. 

TAKonoev no. 17. 

Suppose he (the local preacher) is a far Buperior preacher, and the 

geople far more desirous of hearing him, and his ol>inion far more 
iflnentMl ia Ihe town or eommmd^: the drcait-iider is not long 
discoTering it, norloBg ia patdng on foot a eovne of tnatmeat to 
remedy the wiZi 

Graves measures other uien's corn by his own hiilf bu>]iel. 
These unworthy motives governed him in his war upon 
Professor Dnncan, of New Orleans, and those Baptist 
preachers of Louisville, as well as his opposition to HiUsman's 
Baptist paper in Knozville. .Method^ pieaehen, as a body 
of men, both keal ^and travslUng, are on terms of as mneh 
kindness and oof^d^ee as anj eqnal number of meA on 
earth. 
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PAL8BE00D KO. 18. 

U is braitecl «tM»iit ihat he woiU or Mt obeerre tiie fifl«»— vary 
good, but not pious — ^Dot much of a Methodist in Us fMlmgs, for he 
don't attend class. 

This is false, for no such bluff is bruited about/' odIv auiouLC 
Baptist opposers of Mcthodiara. And the insinuatioa that 
local preachers don't attend to ruk is malioiouslj^ false. 

FALSEHOOD NO. 10. 

It is dittaat^ telling his eagMrimet mt fiftj-two times a year. 

The falsehood of this short sentence consists in the insinu- 
ation that local preachers are opposed to class-nKetiiigs, as 
dUtoAtfiful meetings. Local pr#ach^ are expected to circu- 
*hjSB as widely as they oan, fwoMh^ and aie not therafim 
reqiiixed to attend diMW-iiieetiiigp eyeiy week« 

VALSIHOOD BO. 20. 

The preaeher may reprehend him on a tart rtport that tfato local 

preacher has u^cd improper •vrorcls, and tlio preacher is the judge 
"what words are improper in a local preacher ; or is reported to be 
guilty of improper tempers, and the preacher is the judge ; or im- 
proper aetloiiay and Us renrerencei un pveaeher in charge, is the 
jndgel 

Now, the difference between Grnvcs and our Discipline on 
this point, is just the difference between I&UIH and false- 
hood; and falsehood has the adTantage, is iet Mtk by 
Gfaves. Heie is wliat the Biscipliiie iays ; 

QcBSTiON l.- -Whnt fhall be done when fi locfil elder, deacon, or 
preacher is reported to be guilty of improper lepers, words, or 
actions t 

AnswiB. — The person ^ offendiBg shall be reprehended by the 

preacltpr har'mg cliargo, Shoiild n second transgression take place, 
one, tw ). or tliree faithful friends are to be taken as "witnesses. If 
he be not then cured, he shall be tried at the next Qoarterly Confer- 
ence, and If foand goSHiy •»! ta^eaitait> he ihaU l»e ttpeUed Dm 
HiaChiirah. 
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rALSKHOOD KO. 21. 

Where is there a local preacher who ever left the circuit with a 
commanding character ana eontroUing InlliMiiee, who mui ew able 
to keep U yeant 

The LIE here perpetrated consists in the cliarging, by way 
j^i interrogatory, that no Methodist preacher ever located with 
character and iofloence, who did not foxfttt both in five jrean 1 
The slander needs only to be stated. 

FAUSHOOD NO. 22. 

More: liyes there a local preacher vrho enjoys to-day ono-t-cntli tho 
indnence and reputation he did when a member of the preacher's 
church? 

TeSy bnndndi are to be finmd. I know many local 
pteMthem wbo wield more infloenoe than the presiding elM 
•ad aU the drenit praeheis of tbor distrietl 

vAuiHooD now 2a. 

He la a degraded nan. 

Poor fellow^! I should be sorry for him if the charge 
oame from a source entitled to oredit 

PAI.8BH00D NO. 24. 

He is SBubbed about and domineered over by beardless class- 
leaders and oirooit-riders until "he loses his self-respect 

This Mement esrriee the IJ1 19011 its &oe; and if it did 
not^ it« utter wnnt of fonndstion in trat^ hu been demon- 
stimted in my preeeding remarks^ find qnotations liom the 

Discipline. 

VALSIHOOD NO. 25. 

What chapters of the lives and wronp^ of local preachers might be 
written 1 The iron has pierced through the soul of hundreds; and 
tfafj who haft been tha-fidthlU sertants of their aodafer throegh the 
vigor of youth and strfogth cf manhood, are goiag down to tiislr - 
graves dishonored and epptessod hy its nnfeoliag^ nnlriadnessi and 
^yran^y 
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Now, I have only to aay to Graves, his "North Carolina 
Publishing Society,^' and other undcrstrikers, that there is 
not a single local preacher in the Methodist Church, South, 
out of the llioasands in good standing, who will not unhesi- 
tatingly pronoanoe the foxegoing false in every particular. 
After ifttr^ yeen of dose and intiiD^te feUowship with local 
preaehers, in differeat States, I pronooBoe the foregoing quo* 
tation from Graves's hook an unmitigated slander. The wlidtt 
book 18 a JALSSHOOD; and the man himself in a LIS I 
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CHAPTER XV. 

thorn ^pwAmtm of ddiberate I jing — A vulgar, false, and alandtfou 

caricature of a Methodist reTival-^The challenge by the North 
Carolina Publishing Society of the Bapti-t nhurch«— Tleplie? of 
Doctors Lee and Deems — Graves publicly caned for slander — The 
Baptist Western Recorder ' against Qraves, alluding to his Church 
troubles ia Nashville— His abuse at Bowling-Green — ^Damages ob- 
tained against Graves in Tennessee, for libel, to the extent of 
$7,500-^Mi>rtgage8 all his propertjy away, under peculiar oircuxu- * 
stances! 

Whekevkr Gr&Tes lias told a tnitli in liis stiietaree upon 

and exposure of JMcthodism, he haa told it in such a way, and 
so worded his expressions, as to innke a false impression ; 
"which is not only equivalent to, but is the very worst species 
of lying. And as tliis chapter will be occupied with the 
ohaUengeof the ''North Gazolma Baptist Publishing Society" 
to Doctors Suith, Lee, and Debms^ to jneet Grayes in Uia 
city of Raleigh, and disonss the issues made in the Iron 
Wheel" of the latter, 1 will give three speoimcns of Griives's 
mode of lying, when he even seems to be telUnc: the truth, 
that this Baptist committee maj have do room for escape. I 
could giye many oUieis equally palpabloi but these three will 
soffiee as speeunena; 

1st. The bishops have every press in all If etbodiam under their 

control, as much as Pic Nmo or any ahsolnte monarch m lurope. 
They appoitU the tdHorM, and chan§$ them at jfliatitt$,^F, 198. 

How look, at the Disotpliae : 

"An of whom (the editors) shall be eUoted tgr the Oeneral Cenfe* 
rence^'* etc. (Dm,, ed. 1846, jkr^l91.) 

2d. He must obtain the priTttege from his society or cla88->meeting . 
to exhorts This is of eassy aoeomplishaient Aod, maxk it» this is 
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llie onlj iiurttBOv in -ilM life-of a Methoditt pntdier wliiii liis auaa 
eomes before the laity. — P. 208. 

Now look at the DisoipUne : 

" ProTided, that no person shall be licensed to preach without the 
recommendation of the socieiy of vhi'-h hr ?? a metnberf or of a leaders' 
meetinpc." (W?., p. 34.) A loa h i^' marling is composed of the 1/iity, 

3d. The objection 1 imvo to tiie Methodist confessional abore the 
Bomiah, is this: Jn the former I am required to eontom all my aina 
of deed or thought as particolarly and rigidly as Borne requires, to a 
preacher^ etc. — P. 386. 

Now look nt the Discipline: 

*• The design of our (band) meetings is to obey that command of 
God: 'Confess your faults o?ie to another, and pray one for another^ 
tliat ye may be healed.' — James v. 16." (Dis., ed. 1846, p. 81.) 

Here are three plain and palpable falsehoods, not to say 
wilful and malicious, that no man can deny, and no man 
oould perpetrate in ignoninoe, with the Methodist Iheoipline 
in his poBfleesion ; and Graares had it^ for he pretends to ^ve 
it as his authority I Now, will the ''Baptist Publishing So- 
ciety of North Carolina** admit that they are "involved in a 
great sin*' in circulating this false, foul, and slanderous work, 
and "take speedy steps to free themselves from the guilt/' as 
they propose in their challenge ? We shall see. 

If the "North Carolina Publishing Society*' will take the 
trouble to torn to pages 581-2-3 of Graves's book^ thej will 
find a speoimen of low, TdgsVy and slanderous rHMldiy, at 
which Tom Fdne or the most wicked of infidel perseontors 
of religion would blush! It is a caricature of a Methodist 
revival which a friend to Christianity should blusli to counte- 
nance, much less to perpetrate ! He represents one preacher 
as calling upon the Lord "to make these sbters shouting 
happy right now;" another, with, a Toioe trumpet-toned over 
aU, cries, ''Firel fire! send down /-re/" a third calls out 
" Power 1 po-wer! come in po-werl" Then follows ''forty 
or fifty crying, screaming, and pra3ring, in a temct^ied row." 
And, to cap the climax : " See there, how those miaiatuK are 
Ideating them upon their backs, as though religion was a 
wedge td be driven in between the sboolder-blades I" 
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After his caricature of a ^letliodift revival, he ought to 
have introdu( f'd the Baptist preacher into the same vicinity, 
some two weeks after the close of this meeting, preachins; to 
the young oonverts, crying, WcUerl mUerU wcUerlll ahak» 
ing liands and singing : 

«<Go read the third of Matt]i«w^ 

Go read that chapter thvoogb: 

It is a guide to Cliriptians, * 
And tells them what to doJ" 

He ought to hare represented this stupid^ ignorant, and 
nnednoafted man, awkward and nnconih, attempting to adTO- 

cate the cause of Chriatiauity, but doing it so badly as to 
bring it into disrepute. After winning over some by this 
water gospdj he tells them that they are now on the rock, 
Christ ; that all their future sins are to be imputed to Christ, 
while hU rigliteonanesa ia to be imputed to them. Tboa, thej 
may Ue^ eheai, Miealp and get dnink, and do any oiher wieked- 
neaa, without falling front grace! Onoe in the Biq^tiat 
Church, and under the water, ihej are beyond the reach even 
of temptation ! 

But to the challenging committee of the North Carolina 
Publishing Society. I copy the challenge from the ^^Biblioal 
Beooider'' of Angnat 9th, 1855, pnbliahed at Baleigh t 

A CHALLENGE. 

**The Great Iron Wheel" and ''Orchard's History of the Baptists/* 
reoently published by Elder J. B. Graves, having beeti adopted for dr- 
eweoMDfi Iqr tfaa Baptist PnbHeetioB 8od«ty of Norlib CMroUiia» and it 
having ooma to the knowledge of said Society that the Iron Wheel 
has been prononmced by certain Methodist ministerp, thronfi^h the 
columns of the lliclimond Christian Advocate, a false, foul^ and tlan- 
derom hook — ^the members of said Society, feeliug that they art 
charged with oirculating falssooods axd voul Sujtdbbs against the 
Methodist Episcopal Chiircli, have made nn arrangement with Elder 
Graves to defend his book and the North Caroiina Baptist Publication 
8ocietT against the diarge specified, and appointed the undersigned a 
eopiDitlea to ndiwlt the following propoouon Ant to Ber. Leraj If. 
Lee, D.D., editor of the Richmond Christian AdTocato, aadf iii*eaM 
of Ui daettailioB, to othon herMfler to be named 
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We propose that Elder Graves will meet Dr. Lee in the city of Ra- 
leigh, at any time that maj be agreed upon by the parties concerneil, 
when «nd where all or any of the positions <tiseii8Bed in **The Chreat 
Iron Wheel" will be defended and substantiated in their consecutive 
order, or in any number of propositions 80 framed as to embrace the 
substance of the same. 

On befaaAf of the Society, we express onr earnest desfaw that sneb a 
discusaon shall take place as early as practicable. For, if we are 
lendinpr our aid in the circulation of a book which is both faLie and 
tlanderoiiSf we are certainly involved in great sin, and wish to be 
convinced of it, that we may take speedy steps to free ourselves from 
gnilt; and if such is not the chanwtsf of "The Great Iron Wheel," 
we have a right to demand that we be no longer held up to pnbUo 
scorn as the endorsers and circulators of falsehood and slander. 

We hope Dr. Lee will favor us with an early reply, in order that all 
neeessary arraagementB for a disonsBion may be made, if he accepts 
tike proposition, or thai its prorisiona may be extended shonld he see 
proper to decline. 

JAMES M'DANIEL,) 

A. M'BOWELL, V ConmUUe, 

0. W. JOHNSTON, > 

Jmu 18, 1866. 

In reply to this challenge, Leroy M. Lee, editor of the 
Richmond Christian Advocate, responded : 

We copy the above ttom the Biblical Recorder of Baleigh, N.C. It 

contains a challenge, not to mortal combat, "resisting unto blond,'* 
but to a public discussion of the truth or falsity of **all or any of 
the positions discussed in the 'The Great Iron Wheel' " book. Before 
vesponding to this challenge, we haTe a few words to say to the com- 
mittee 'svhose names figure at the foot of it. We know nothing of 
them personally. They have volunteered to address us publicly, and 
cannot object to a reply in the same way. 

1. These gentlemen act "on behatT' of the ^'Baptist Publication 
Society of Ncrfh Carolina.'* They belong to tiiat Society ; and, in 
rli illenging US, th^ are acting under its direction and by its aatho* 
Xity. 

2. We learn from their missive that The Great Iron Wheel, written 
and published by Elder J. B. Graves, has "been adopted for circula- 
tion by the Baptist Publication f-'ocirty of North Carolina;" that the 
book has "been pronounced by certain Methodist ministers a fabje, 
foul, and slanderouji book;" and that "the members of said Society" 
S|^ a little restife under, what they will excuse us for thinking, the 
justly merited charge of "circnlatlDK ftlsehooda and foul slwEiders 
against the Methodist Episcopal Church." 

8. That, in order to justify themselves, quiet their consciences, and 
Inorease IIm oirmilatlcii of the book, they "have made an arrange* 
aettt Hilh Elder OntvM to defend hit book and the North Carolina 
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Baptist Publication Society against the charge specified;" and hence 
the doBire to haTo and the challenge to a pnblio disousrion, addressed 

first to us, ami, if we decline it, to be tendered "to others hereafter 
to be named." In this matter every one must follow Ms own tastes. 
We speak for ourself : the "others" can do the same. 

We beg the attention of the gentlemen of the oommittee^ and 
through them of the Baptist Pttblioation Society they iiyrosent in 
the matter, to the following, as our reply to their challenge : 

1. We respectfully submit that a Society, representing a large and 
influential body of Christians, engaged in publishing and eircmating 
books for the ostensible purposes of increacdi^ knowledge and doing 
pood, ought, as a first duty to tliemselTC^, nnd tho cause of truth and 
true religion, in adopting a book for circulatii to be well assured 
of its character, and, at least, of the probable fruits of its circulation. 
This is a dictate of Christian prudence and propriety which your So> 
ciety seems, singularly enough, entirely to have OTerlooked. The 
anxiety to hare the book defended by its author betrays a sense of 
indecent haste in its adoption. If you examined the book, and 
adopted it because you were satisfied of its truthfulness, and beHoTed 
that its drculation would be a good work, and do good in North 
Carolina, you ought to be satisfied with your determination, and the 
reasons on which it rests. If you did not examine it^ or if you are now 
doubtful of its character and utility, you are inYolved in the censure 
of having acted unwisely for the Sodety, or wickodly against the 
pood character and Christian usefulness of your brethren in Christ. 
In either case, it is a questionable course to meet such "a case of 
conscience" by arranging with the author to d^end it. His interest 
in tfaB sales, no less wan in the infiMny to which a righteous popular 
opinion will sooner or later consign his false and mischievous produc- 
tion, renders him too partial an advocato ; and, at least, subjects to 
the suspicion that, in conducting a discussion on his own truthfulness, 
he would proceed on the old adage, that '<a falsehood well stuck to, 
is better than a truth badly told." 

There is nothing in the character of the book, in our judgment, to 
relieve its author of the suspicion that this adage was the governing 
motive and guiding principle in its composition. 

2. Bttddes, without deciding positively, we incline to the opinion 
that the ostensible reason put forth for this challenge is not the real or 
the true one. The haste of the K^ocicty in n^^lopting the book, the 
seal for its circulation, and a desire to augment the sale, both for the 
pecuniary profit of the author and the Society, and with the hope 
that any Injury it may do to Methodism will inure to the benefit of 
the Church whose "Publication Socirty" so industriously circulates 
it, mingle, it is at least probable, •\s';th the motives superinducing tho 
desire for a public debate on its character and merits. Whatever 
might be the result of such a discussion, even if an intelligent jury 
of moderators decided the work to be false and slanderous, the pub*, 
licity of the discussion would enhance its sale, and what seems to us 
to be the prime cause of seeking it would be secured. We can 6ym> 
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pathize "With you as Christian p^entlemen when you say: **If we are 
lendiug our aid iu the circulation of a book which in both false and 
sUnderoiM) w« ire certtmly inToWed in great eiii, and mh to be 
eonvincod of it, that we may take speedy steps to free ourselves from 
guilt;" but we doubt the propriety of the mode by which you seek 
*'to be conyiaced of it,'* W£ could suggest more excellent way 
but we ate neither ^'lords df your fSuth," nor **keepen of yoor eon- 
adence." "One is jour Master, even ChriBt" By His judgment 
ynii are to stand or fall. Whether you sought His glory, and to 
please Uim, by adopting this vicious diatribe against Metliodism, you 
can determine for yourselves. We doubt whether it entered into your 
th o a g ^lte: it was ftbosive of Methodism, that was enough for you: it 
will pay, that was enough for the Society and the author. As an 
opinion of ours — only an opinion — you **nre certainly involved in 
great sin," and should ''free yourselves from the guilt'* with all 
epeed. 

8. If "Elder J. R. Graves," or either one or all of you, gentlemen, 
were to publish and circulate the most atrociouf^ falsehoods and 
calumnies against our personal character and reputation, it would 
never enter into our thoughts to meet you in a public discussion on 
the truth of your statements. A proposition on your part for suoh a 
discussion would be justly rcgardeJ, by all right-minded men, as the 
superadditiou of a deliberate insult to a gross outrage and injury. 
Now, "Elder J. R. Graves," and yourselv(», gentlemen, and ''The 
Baptist Publieation Society of North Carolina^" as his "aiders and 
abettors," have assailed our dharaoter and reputation as a Methodist^ 
by publishing and circulating a series of false and slanderous state- 
ments, deliberately made by the one party, and voluntarily circulated 
by the other. That you and your Soeiet^ feel the inddicaoies and . 
difficulties of your position, as abettors Uk a £blae and slanderous 
attack on ^Methodism, its ministers and members, is not surprisir;;?: 
and is, indeed, gratifying, as a proof that your religious sensibilities 
are superior to your official sagacity, and not yet hardened by the 
dedre of gain from the workings of your ponderous Iron WheeL 
But to interpose for your relief, in the way you suggest, is asking too 
much of our self-respect and good sense. "We wish you an liriiornlde 
escape from your embarrassing position. But^ in the way you pro^ 
pose, we would not lend the stragth of our little finger to aid your 
efforts. 

4. As the occasion serves, vrc desire your attention to a few remarks 
on the subject of popular discussions of the kind to which you chal- 
lenge us. We have no affinities for such modes of settling questions 
inrolTing religious truth ; and confess to a very considerable repng< 
nance to "such doings," How we should got along in one, we know 
not, as we have never "tried our hand." Our maiden sword, if we 
have a sword, m yet unfleshed. It is likely to remain so. We can 
• peroelTO no propriety in these public discnariooa ; and beliere very 
little for truth or godliness is ever accomplished by tiiem. As feats 
of inteUeotoal gladiatonfaSp, tb^ attract » gapli^ ur^ird of thoae 
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who admire the pugnacious combatant?, or who care nothing for tbem 
or Um sal^ect they are to fight about, and who are only a Uttle leM 
interested than they wonld be fn *'se^g dephtfit^-aiid •*Blifftef 

up tho monkeys" in a menagerie. More are attracted hj HhB tarn or 

the fun of the thinfr, than by regard for the principles diKcn==ed. or the 
real religions inUjreste involT^. Besndes, they settle rothing: per- 
haps never induce any one to change an opinion; and almost invaria- 
bly CBgendor strifes and debates. We look on ttiom as sBont equally 
disastrous to religion and discreditfilile to the partie*?. Tf others 
cbo' '-e to make such spectacles of themselves, they mwt f 'lVw their 
own bent Our tautes lead ns in another direction. But ii any **8et 
of oirauwtMMot'' oeold aednoe ns into sneh an sfcan, we oan oen- 
ceive of no poesible circumstances that can indace ns to Moept a 
challen^TP to meet the Great Iron Wheel vn-^n ! We care to eay very 
little of Its author. We only know him in his book : that we regard 
as a tissue of deliberate fidsehood and malicious calumny, written 
with a cold, oalloaa, otledlating selfishness of imrposs to nuike money 
by defaming a community of riiri-tinn proplr. Di?^cTis': thnt book 
• with its author! Pardon us, gentlemen, it we tuicgo.'-t th.^t ynur zeal 
for **The BaptiBt Publication Society of North Carolina'' has blinded 
yon to tho instinote wlddi always gbmnrn upright and honofable 

The " Publishing Society'^ replied to Dr. Lee, an^ charged 
him with backing out horn the proposed diacuBsioii, Dr. Lee 
veplied: 

There wa^ no backing in the case: we tamed right round and 
walked away— just as we woidd if ws were to find a wank eonfreiiU 
ing us in walking through a foiest This is the plain truth, and we 

ehall offer no npology to the committee for ptnting it; besides, we 
leave them to determine, between themselves and their champion, as 
to the subject of the figure and its appropriateness. A celebrated 
editress of Washington City, retonlng from one of her trips to the 
South, passed thronrrli rharlntto roiinty, Ya. The ptape ■vrns filled 
with passengers; and while stopping at a roadsi le trough to water 
the horses, John Randolph, of Boanoke, rode np, with the same 
kindly object for his ovn stood. The female in the stage recognizing 
him, addressed him with, ** How do you do, Ifr. Randolph ? I am 
very glad, indeed, to meet with you," " I do not know you, madam," 
was the shrill and chilling reply of the cynic. ** Not know mel Why, 
Tm Mrs. , of Washington V* Looking earnestly at hsr fbr one 
brief moment, gathering his vnns ahorUy np, he cried, **pkimphP* 
and. lu.'--]iin|r his lior°P, ;rnl!nppd away, clonrratinp:' nnd elevatinfr his 
voice above the clatter of his alinipt depnrture. ITf Avalkfd right off 
from the challenge witii sen^tiona of disgust quite as intense, if not 
ea strongly ezprMsed. We do not eare, now, to aay aere eouMndng 
the ohaUenge, or the strietoies of the oomndttoe on oar reply to it 
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Rev. Dr. Deems, of the North Caroiioa Ooaference, cuiuea 
next ia order. Here ia his reply : 

Greensboro', N. C, July 21, 1865. 

Rev. Maars. 3f Daniel, ITDowell, and JbhiuUm: 
Oentlssibn : — 

The Biblical Recorder of July 12 has just been placed in my hands, 
and I have read with astonishment tho dofrradinr^ proposition you 
make me. I profoundly regret any act ui my lile whicii m.'iy have 
led^n to betieye tliat 7011 waUd induce me to become TOUR aoi^ 
venger. 

Yoim, etc., 

CHAS. F. DEEMS. 

Eev. Dr. Smith, President of Randolph Macon College, 
seems to have treated the challenge with aiieot contempt, as 
he did not reply to ihe ohalleogiiig oommittee. He left them 
alone in their gloiy, or thame^ to *^ piek the dunghill'a spoil 
for bread/^ or famef whichever th^ are seeking to turn up, 
by delving in the feculent pages of Graves's infamous book. 
These three ministers rank among the most distinguished of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South : literary gentlemen, 
able in debate. But they all three seem to have acted upon 
the principle — by the way, a very correct one — that persons 
who undertake dirty work from the love of it, onght not to 
ask decent men to help them I 

One of, the members of this committee, Mr. M'DoweU, I 
nnderstand, at the time of his displaying this eager Kcal to 
defame the MethudioL Church, its members aod ministers, had 
a flaming school in Raleigh. The other Churches who pa- 
tronized it withdrew, and my information is, he was compelled 
to wind it up ! ^ So much for his officionsness in adopting and 
circulating a foul, false, and slanderous production. Such ' 
tM>ndttct ought to hare placed him beyond the pale of Method- 
ist patronage or courtesy. But if the gentleman choose to 
act as a hod-carrier for Elder Grav^, let him carry on — it is 
only a matter of taste ! 
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The truth is, however, Lhut not one of the distingaished 
c^entlemeu named in this challeufre could, with propriety, have 
gone into a discussion with the licentious editor of the '' Ten- 
nessee Baptist''^ a scurvy editor, and a blotch upon the 
Christian oommanity in which he lives. He has tried, time 
and again, to obtain an endorsement of himself and hb paper 
by his own denomination in Middle Tennessee, where ha re- 
sides and is best known. He attempted it in Mnrfreesboro', 
and failed ! He attempted it in Winchester, at a General As- 
sociation, and failed. Not only so, but he was there told, to 
his face, on the floor of the Association, by Da. William P. 
Jones, a practising physician of Nashville, and a highly re- 
spectable member of the Baptist Ohnroh, that he was not a 
man of trvth, and that he, (the Doctor,) who had been a dose 
observer of his conduct, had never seen him ousting mt a 
Chrisiiaii. &pirUj or promuting the cause of God iiis 
course ! 

The subject of endoimng his Christian character had been 
under consideration some time last fall, at Nashville ; and in 
October, while X was in' the city, the final action was had, and 
that ChoToh, with which he worships, and where he has re- 
sided for years, refused to mSwnt Atm, and this action is now 
a matter of record in that city ! What a commentary upon 
his twelve years of toil, of warfare, preaching, prayer, and 
praise ! Certainly the prirate life and domestic relations of 
this man Graves are a sealed book to the North Carolina 
Publishing Society;'' otherwise, they are no better than he 
is, and have justly subjected themselTes to tte censure of 
the poet Cowper : 

The man that dares traduce, because he otn 
With safety to himself, is not a man. 

From week to week, and for yeai.s, his dirty paper has 
teemed with defamation and lying slandtrs, of the quiok stnd 
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dead, male and female. It was in tlie moiitli of September, 
1853^ just before the meeting of the Legislature, that an ex« 
member of Congress and an abl» lawyer followed him round « 
ifae Sqn^j until he found him at a drug-store occupied hj a 
member of the Baptist Ghurob, and there and then did chas- 
tise and publicly cane the aforesaid J*. B. Graves — ^ar scene 
which the reader will herewith find represented by an appro- 
priate engraving I This was for slandering a female of re- 
putable standing, through the editorial columns of his vile 
paper, to the detriment of good moralS| and in violation of 
the decencies of private life I This caning of the scavenger 
met with the approbation of an outraged and insulted com* 
munitj ; and wbeu the Grand Jury conTened^ they refused to 
find a bin against the honorable gentleman who thrashed 
him — saying, therebyj that he served hiui right! Aud this 
day, every good citizen of Nashville, without reference to any 
artificial distinction of party, condemns the course of Graves 
iu this matter, and believes that it was right to make him 
sensible of the obloquy he incurred^ by apostolic blows and 
knocks/' well laid ou upon that memorable oecasion I This 
is the man who boasts of his arduous labors iu the cause of 
Gk>d, and of his toils and sufferings for the gospel's sake ! 
His professed coDsciousness uf a weil-speut life iij iii fact a 
living lie! Look atTiis deeds! 

» In the "Western Recor^r'^ for October 3, 1855, a leading 
jB|ptisfeii|^urnal, I find this statement in reference to Graves's 
GhuxcB noubles in Nashville; which will not be without in- 

i teQBBl tA Aose who are aware of bis troubles there> and his 
.former etrntrofmies at Bowling-Green in Kentucky: — 

As to Brother Graves nnd his Church troubles, aU we know of them 
is the mere Btatement of others, that there were chati/e* againH him in 
kU Ckusnk at yddMlle. We have neTer published any tikftag about 
' him or these charges, nor have we, that we recollect, ever even men- 
tioaed his name la a private Utt«r to any one at NathvaUo doling oni 
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Utm ; nor do know nor ha^ve wo tror inquired what became ni HhM 

jtraueution against him. Had we been as vigilant in collating and 
publishing all the Baptist incidents of Nashville and Bowling- Grtm as 
the Tennessee Baptist" has those of Louisville, we no doubt might 
hftTO redted quite as many interosting UtUe episodM ! 

This Bowling- Green aUunon is a hard hit by the " Recorder!" 
(Iraves visited Bowling-Grecn a few years ago, and held a 
meeting in the Baptist chuicli, aud his abuse of other sects 
waa so low, and his conduct so degrading, that a Baptist lady 
remarked that if any one would hold him, she would cowhide 
him! Rev. J. S. Scoblb, of the Methodist Chureh^ took 
bim up and exposed his oonducty tbioagh a public jooma], 
most effectually. Among other things, he set forth some of 
the many blasphemous sayings of Graves; such as — "Of all 
the damuable heresits in the black catalocrue which has be- 
fouled the fame of Christianity^ infant baptism is the most 
damnable. If other hero^^ics have damned their thousands, 
this has damned its tens of thousands." 

Again, he said at the baptizing: ''That the mark of the 
beasty as mentioned in Beyelation, which brought the curse 
of God on some, was the baptism of the Pedobaptists, received 
by pouring." 

But to return to the '^Western Recorder's" charge of dif- 
ficulties in Nashville! The "Tennessee Baptist," of which 
Graves is editor, thus replies on the 20th of October ^— 

But this committee denies that they are in Ua^fite with a diBaffected 
brother or brethren in this latitude, through whom thej gather in- 
eidents to publish. We very respectfully and seriously ask them from 
whom they learned that we were Tender charges in our Church ! Did 
the committee visit the Southern Convention, or did they learn it from 
some who did go ? Will these gentiemou inform us ? We demand tiie 
names: we have a right to them. Canwogetthemt 

m 

r 

■ 

The reference to a proieeufion a^inti him" was an 

diotment for libel in Heudt^ibou coimty, Xenp^ee^ tided in 
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tho Circuit Court at Lexington, where damages were obtained 
against him to the amouot of $7500. It was for a charge 
of stealing made against a respectable Methodist preaoheTi 
and the derk of the Cirouit Court for that oountj. 

In Hb paper for October 20^ 1855| JAi, Grayes telb hia 
Baptist brethren of ^he eorps editorial, Messrs. Caldwell, 
Taylor, Brannin, and Buck — some of whom had published his 
being indicted in this case, and others had spoken of it in no 
very complimentary terms to Graves — that explanations of 
the affair had repeatedly been given in his paper ; and that 
'he was not the writer of the sknderons trtiole ! True, he has 
repeatedly told tlua story in bis paper, but be bas failed to 
tell that be tried to justify ibe yillainoofl pnblioatbn, by de- 
fendiDg the suit in court, thereby aggravating the ease I And 
when convicted in the Circuit Court, he appealed to the Su- 
preme Court of the State, held in Jackson in the spring of 
1855, and there had the $7500 of damages £u»tened upon 
him ! What followed next ? We diall see. 

In May, 1855, jnst alter the Snpreme Court had decided 
against bim, be goes to the Ecgjster's office of BsTidaon 
oonntyi and mcrUjaget all bis effeeta away ; whether to avoid 
this 17600 damages and large costs, the reader can judge for 
himself. I have examined the record, and find his convey* 
ances registered in Book xzii., and on pages 58, 59, and 62. 
His first mortgage is to hjji. mother, Louisa Graves^ the joint 
work sji himgnlf and partner, Marks, The next conyeyance 
is Wves & jbrks to A. B.*Sbankland, page 59. Then fol- 
low .two t|ssK J. R. Graves to W. P. Marks, pages 59 and 
62.. I^t thiMreader may at once see the design of this hot 
h&ste" in getting rid of all hi$ .effects, I will be somewhat 
explicit in stating them. ^ » ' 



First case. May, 1855. Sells valuable land in the Tici 

m^tb^, Lenisa Gravesl 



.^«#ytue, 
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Second. Mortgages to B. Furgason a power -preflSi with 
all the fixtures connected therewith : one steam -engine, used 
in thd office of the " TennesBee Baptist alflo, all the type, 
0MeS| staodBy etc., and all the aoconnta due to said office. 
This mortgage inohideB the feUowlDg pnblieattons Mkewlae: 
«The Gre;it Trou Wheel," "Orchard's History of Foreign 
Baptists/^ and Stewart on Baptism tkiso, a, one-horse ba- 
rouche and harness ! Thw conveyance is dated May 26, 1865, 
which was jnst after the Supxeme Conrt had decided against 
him at Jackson I 

Third. The third case is dated May 28, IfidS, and is a 
mortgage, by Oraves k Marks to Shankland, of the saime ar- 
ticles mentioned in the second case, excepting only the publica- 
tions named. He seemed to have thonght that one convey- 
ance would do to bind a set of vile jjublieations not in demand 
among those to whoo^ £nes and costs were due ; bat a ppwer- 
pnss, a steam^ngto^ and a haronohe and harness, it was 
deemed neoessary to ^^rehapHzt^' in the office of the register, 
as thej eonld be nsed profitably by all parties and sects I 

Fourth. This case is one of angular interest, being a mort- 
gage from J. Jx. Graves, to W. P. Marks, of his private li- 
brary, amounting to 500 volumes, and the one-horse barouche 
and harness once morr. This is dated May 28, 1855, the 
same day and date of its conveyance — I mean the haroucTiey 
to ShankUndi and two days after its conToyance to B. Fnr- 
gQsonl 

Fifth. This is a ease of bargain and sale, and is so re- 
corded. J. R. Graves sells to W. P. Marks his half of three 

lots in Edgefield, for which said Marks executes his note to 
Graves for one thousand dollarn, three years after date, 
and retains no lien. This is the more remarkable, as Kdgo- 
field; jnst MI0BB the Wire Suspension Bridge, is^a new 
town jirowing en the Kentucky Bailicadi where ml estate 
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is increasing every day in Talae, and must stiJl increase! 
Why sell such propel^ upon suck tervu, and at so low a 
rate f . Why, that unfeeliog clerk of the Headeraott County 
Court might make an execution upon the property. Ah, yee^ 
circiUMtaDeefi alter cases I 

Sixth. I will close my account of his financial operations 
with a still more palpable case of design^ the proof of which 
is to be had in the Register's office. It is the case of a note 
of handy payable to W. P. Marks, ''for the use and benefit of 
Louiaa Giayes/'' his mother, bearing date March 23, 1854. 
Circnmstaiices prove that he had redeemed the note, although 
provided for in the mortgage. He had out a bundle of papers 
in the Register's <^oe, and accidentally let this note iall 
under the edge of the kible, without iDteiidiutr to exhibit it I 
The Register afterwards found it — kept it two or three uiouths 
before he met with Graves, when he handed it to him I Does 
any one Buppose fi>r a moment that he owed his helpless old 
mother any thing, who was living with him, and for whom he 
was providing, as was hit dnty ? How came he to hold the 
note, and not Marks ? The case is too palpable for further 
comments I 

Now, is not this man Graves a pretty disciple to set him- 
self Tip for the eeneral reformation of men and maDuers ! He 
write whole chapters of abuse against Mr. Wesley, for having 
been indicted at Savannah by an ill-natured family, when 
Wesley demanded a trial at six successive courts V* Wesley 
gave to the Church and the poor all he made, and died a poor 
man. Not so with Graves : he does not give away, but hides 
behind the records of the Register' i office all he possesses. 
Like the lurking, midnierht resurrectionist, he haunts the 
charnel-house, and dra^ forth the mutilated memory of de« 
parted worth, to mock and slander \ Mean wretch I not only 
is hif iprdid aoiii hardened ag^nat the humaninng sentiment of 

9 

f 
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speaking no evil of the pious deadf but, hjena-like, he defiles 
the saDctuary he has pro&ned, by his hoge finaDeial exploits I 
Verily his lieentioiii cmer, his malidens and false pobliea;* 
tieosi an doaaed to rsoeive the fetaUmtioa he has ao aleiatlj 
deiedl 



« • 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

ChwTMi's reoUtn tiasto of Ber, F. A. Owen— Falsehood in reference 
to a debate with ChapmaD— Cornered in both cases and made to 

square out — " Christian Magazine" vs. OrnTC? — The Baptist "West- 
ern Recorder" vs. Graves — A Correspondent of the " 8outh-western 
Baptitit" V9. Grayes — "New Urieans Weekly Baptist Ciironiclo" 
w. GntTes — Profeaeor Daneaa, pastor of the New (Measa ftbp* 
tist Church, «». Grares — " EnoxriUe Baptist Watchmaa" u, GniTea 
^nSoriptoftl adirioe to Gravea mi4 hia vndantrikoESt 

TH£ conduct of GiaTca for years past ha^ been characterized 
by ^degree of reeklossiiess^ aUmder^ and fidsehood, which showsi 
aa demoDsttatiosi that he doea not eare whether he 
stieaka the Inith or its oppoaito. What an example he ia of 
miniaterial propriety ! What a atab hia oonduct is to our holy 
religion ! 

To illustrate the character of the man more completely, I 
will show what he has been gnilty of on different occasions. 
Rev. Francis A. Owen, at present one of the Book Agenta ^ 
foot the Methodiat Epiaoopal Church, South, residing in the ^ ^ 
▼ioiniij of NaahviHei waa, in 1852, ihe editor of the Mbm> 
PBifl AMD Akkansas OBBiariAN Adtooate. Mr. Owen ia 
a native of Virginia, and I have known him intimately for a 
quarter of a century j aod a more honorable, high-minded ? 
Cbristian <^entlemnn I never knew. His charactef never 
^ had a stain upon it, uor were his piety and integrity ever 
ealled in question among those who knew him. While he 
eondnoted the ^'Advocate" at Memphiay he paaaed nnnoticed 
the fireqnently repeated attacka ef Ae tile editor of the 
^Tenneaeee Baptist,'* both pemanal and etheiwiae. Hii 
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fiiends tindentood well the cause of bis silence: he did 
Bot regard Ctraves as a geQUeman, and would not Uoop to a 
controveny with him. CrraveBy knowing the reason of his 
declining any war with him, and that faft yiewed him as a fe- 

probate to the editorial profession, detmained in his malica 

to assail Owen; aud, accordingly, io the " Tctmcssee Baptist" 
of April 24th of that year, assailed him in this iaise, slaa- 
derous, and cowardly language : — 

We say to Mr. Owen, and every other editor or onerny, we are will- 
ing for our character Io be iuyestigated any day ; and we challmge 
him or any other man to ttdn it with one fool blot— to darken it witk 
a shade. 

We never ch*ew the will of dyinfr men or iromen, in wfiicb wo were 
made guardian, the money to r«maUi in our hands for ten or tverUy 
3/eart tnthout interett I 

We hoM kmrd on Owen (kat Hit 

Now, the application of this foul aud shinrlerous insinuation 
to liev. F. A. Owen, of the Memphis Advocate," and now 
of the Methodifit Publishing Hou^e at .Nashville, involved a 
wilful slander; and when he came to meet it, Gtavet backed 
Bquare cut U, It Has ialse in CTery paitic?ilar, from be- 
ginning to end, and no word or syllable of it ever was %m% 
Owen having written uc^ioill — having been no such guardian — • 
having had no such moneys in his hands, at any period of bis 
life. He drove the lying editor of the ''Tennessee Baptist*' 
to the wall ; andy to avoid a prosecution, he abandoned the 
slanderottfl^ijuirgey and, as I have already said, hacked eguar^ 
out o/ hh daring lie I 

And 8ti£L another cask I In 1852, after Graves had 
discussed the subject of baptism with Kbv. James L. Chap* 
MAN, of the iMctbodist Church, at Lexington, iu IIcndersoH 
couiity, Teiiijes.^et;, Graves published in his paper, in sub* 
stance, that jVlr. Chapman, in that debate, admitted that our 
Sartm WIS biptiaed fay imnianloii in Joii|a% hj John iha 
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Baptist. This falsehood led to the publication of the follow* 
iog certiiicates in the Memphis Chriatiau Advocate « 

We, the undersigned, do hereby certify that we were in attendance, 
some of us all» and seme part, of the time during die debate betweea 

Ptcv. J. L. Chapman and J. R. Graves, at Lexingtoii» ia the summer 
of 1851, and tlmt wo ffhtinrf!}/ understood Mr. C fi« emphatically de- 
nying the immersion of Jesus Christ; nor did he use any expression, 
by a fair and just construction, that could be made to^^avor the idea 
of his immersion; for this was one of the points against which he 
directed his argumente. 

Mr, Graves, closing the debate, did taunt Mr. C. with the admis- 
sion, to which Mr. C. made no reply, not because of the truth of 
Mr. O.'s remarks, bat beoanse the truth was so manifest to the 
an^snee that it needed none. 

J. B. Wadlit, D. 0. N. Wadlxi; , 
James Stort, F. M. Stoey, 

G. H. Buck, Thomas Fesmiee, 

J. G. Warbsk, Ransoh CmnrisaEAM, 

Ber. B. 8. Botbs, A. T. John son, 

Clinto?? BmOAiroi, ALrr-T-D Middletoit, 

R. B. Jones, Jarrett Taylor, 

John Boooks, ' John T. Cavness. 

H. McClambook, 

I was present all the time, and heard every word of the abovf*' 
~ debate. Mr. C. said, fo,r the sake of ''argument," he would admit 
that Christ waded into water up to. his waist, '<ysa, be might 

have gone in up to his arm-pits;" but even then he was baptized 
"with." etc., emphasizing the wwrd. Mr. C. made no admission of 
''immersion" in ILio ease. J. W, G. JoNBS. 

LeedDgtoD, May, 1852. 

I was not present at the close of the debate between Mr. Chapman 
and Mr. Graves ; but during the time I attended, I did not hear any 
remark of Mr. Chapman's <»lcalated to leave an impression upoti anj 
ef the aodieaee that Christ was baptised bj immersion. 

Wm. a. Warbxh. 

Lexington, Hay 26, 1852. 

Anb yet anothbb document I The following article is 
from the '^CHRiSTiAif Magazine," of 1852 — a religious 

periodical published and edited by a Campbellitc preacher at 
Nashville. It shows in what light the ed'itm of the 'Tennessee 
Baptist is viewed at home^not bj Pedobaptists, but by aa 
idvocate of and €06 who if utterly o ppo aei to 
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in/ant htg^ium. Hear what this editor nja of the loir per- 
•Mil alMiM aod miohmdaa i^iiit of GfKfW : 

Thb Tsnnusu Baptist. — ^Wt publiah the urticU below with regret* 
•ad would M>t oooMnt to it but tha^good ImOatm, «poB the ground 

that persons nnacquaintod with Mr. Grave?, and the reckless cbar> 
Rcter of his assertions and editorials, may be misled bj our silence. 
We haTe for years been constrMjaed, reli^taptlj, to look upon the 
** TemiMMe Baptistf' as a reproMli to the editoiial pnimSon, and 
nerer felt Ottnelves warranted in aotidiig any thing that Might appeaf 
in its columns. Nothing that can appear in it, as it is now conducted, 
could excite our resentment There is not a sheet in the land, either 
p<^tical or religion^ 4hai we do not regard aa being under the con- 
tr^ ti-hkftVf mam y H iu oa md lionorable {irindpiM than thon 
which fMm to dictate many of its editorials and communications. 

the article to which Brother Howard replies below, did we feel 
called upon to notice it at all, we could only say of it that it is inde- 
eent and daadarovs ; hat yielding to tbo judgment of othera, we a«imit 
it and the repty. The Teonesaee baptist has beetkteckless enoqi^ to 
state that our marriages were illegal ; that the property of our meet- 
ing-bouse was fraudulently obtained, and has made sundry similar 

^ umbonded declarations, with a paper that could uablushingly pub- 
lish such statements, we can have ao oontror ei i y . • 

For Mr. G. and his brethren we not entertain an unkind feeling. 
For his course as an editor of a religious journal we can have no 

** f e^ Wijai p j and common decency forbids that we should notice the 
dMIfiiiWPli and now otoUd danden he ehoooee to pnhUsh againal 
4ir community we have the honor to he aaaoeiatid with. To hia 
frequent and violent provocations, we consider it more noble to oppose 
forbearanoe than c(mtest — ^preferring rather to endure all the iigunr 
he em fnillot, than to eonteml with a wrong-doer ao apparently deett- 
tute of common eaador and decency. He is at petfeot Uherty, aa wo> 
stated years since, to say any thing of us he may please ; and our 
only hope for him is that he may yet see the error of his way, seek 
the change of hU heart, from what it has appeared for many months, 
to tie lore and apprOhatSta of trath, deeoBoy, aod we wooM say 
diari^ but we fear It Sa too fMt a Tirtae to ooflunad Mb efforts for 
watmj jean to eone. J. JBw f . 

• One more op the same sort ! The Louisville " Western 
Kecordcr," a Baptist journal now before me, dated September 
26| 1855> published and edited bj a committee of Baptist 
clefgymeni to wit — "Aiaociate Editon : 8. W. Ltnd^ A. W. 
La IUjBi a. D. Sbar8| Wm. M. Vratf, L. 9£KroHBE"-^hiis 
tikef off Gn^es, fbr hit wuntalj mmlt vponk oae of tiM 
former editois of thai paper: 
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**Cq6l and nrDiCATivE." — Under this captiun ike TeoQessee Bap- 
tfM, in spealdBg of Brother Ford's immo hkag, withdraw flrotn^the 

list of editors in the Recorder, Says: "Did Proi. Farnam's letter tako 
effect upon Brother Ford? We think the decapitation and the silence 
indicatiTB." We iiave intentionaliy passed in silence the ma,nj/aUe 
MnmOhiu made In Ibe TemMAsee Baptist against ns, a cMnittea 
Jiondactiiig the Recorder; Imt are unwilling that a brdthar should be 
R??ailed throngh uS. Thrro was no decapitation in the onse Brother 
Ford having purchased and become the sole proprietor of the Rcpof?i- 
tory, Toluntarily withdrew his name from the list of editors to the 
Baoorder, with perfect good-win on both iddes ; and nill, we hope, 
convince his Baptist readers that he is not "decapitated," and cannot 
be, even by the little garroiinfj machine at Nashville. The editor'^ 
caption to such editorials should read, Cool and Vindictive. Then all 
iriu iiBderataiul bim. 

GraYes pablkhed, m bis ptper, tbat ihe ''Beecndei^' had ' 
Wmi influenoed by Gaw^^htUUe money in iti oonrse I ^ this 

charge of bribery and corruption, the '/Becorder" of October 
3, 1855, replies : , * , 

How these things come we cannot tell, but we fear brothers P^idle* 
Ion and Qraves permit our enemiea to poison l^eir minds against m 
unwarrantably ; for every readw of the Tennessee Baptist has seen 
how familiar its editors and correspondents prefers to be -vrith the 
afildrs of the Louisville Baptists at large, and the Recorder and its , 
Committee in partionlar. Do such things look like sustaining the 
friendly reHadoas of the papers ? ]>o they aot rallMr look as though 
they "were nn tcnns of intiniate confidence with secret spies and false 
friends of the R,ec order i' Will not Buch a course necessarily excite 
sospicioa that there is a secret plan of espionage earned on by the 
Tennessee Baptist &r the sole purpose of iigmring the BeooMer? 
How else do they obtain tliose distorted and perverted accounts of 
our acts and doings? We a|^eal to brother? Perdleton and Graves: 
will they not be convinced, yea, do they not know these things ve 
hnrtfU to the Ghnrch, and must ultimately injure them in common 
vith us and the cause ? Will they not learn that those ^ho are suffi- 
ciently dppraTcd and Ticioiis tn retail to thrm the private affairs of 
their brethren for publication, would not scruple to misetate, misre- 
present, and slander? We again repeat, we must bcUeve brethren 
Pendleton aiid'flra-ves sire Imposed npon by designing tattlers. Iii 
this way alone can we aocoont for the strange infatuation which seems 
to have taken po<?se?pion of them — that there were those connected 
with the Recorder who were in a conspiracy with brethren in Nash- 
tOIo toUU off J. Bk Qfafes, and, as hate H in Bowling-Ofoen, 
if necessary brother P. must fall too, and he eren intimates how hard 
ke will die. At fixst we treoted this matter aerioiisly, and assured 

12* 
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Itrotber P* aad Ins frioids f]»f we fti4 no raeh wUft, lb« wb«l» 

ter was a (kbifeation ; bi«t the ides of b^np; a martyr in the oMMlIf 

J. R. Or:ives seems to poseess him as an iafatuation ; his every rc< 
and thought seems culured with the fancy, until the ridiculous su far 
exceeds the sedoas that r&i^y in sj^te of ourselTee c&n hut be 
eitiiiN<L • 

And yet anothee witnkss! The " Soutii-wistkrn 
Bai»tis7" of June 7tb| 1855y pablkhed at Tuskegee, Ah-, 
bama^ and edited 1^ Elder Samuel Hsm»ebsok, oonuiw a 
^ ooin III iiafc. mill «f fomr eelumtfs, 14 wfaieh we find the lb]k>#> 

)og remarkable kogiuige : . . 

. I 'think it due tiie public to state that I find a large part of the 
- Article from the *• Western Watchman, ' in the Great Irnn Whrcl, n 
work written by a Baptist — the Rev. Mr. Graves ; a portion of the 
piece iis without quotation marks. See p:igcs 291, 292, 295, 296, 2^, 
800. A few precious efltraete will show the spirit of the author. Mr. 
Orayes charitably clashes "ruling elders of the Pro liyterian Church, 
^ and Methodi.et Conferences, with Pio Nino, and j-tyh^s them big and 
■* little Popes." Page 45 Iron WheeL *• We see bishops and niling 
^ elders lording it'ow God's ebiUren.*' Ftee 60. "Any Pedobapdst 
Society is a hnge clerical despotism itself." Page 50. Onpage&254, etc., 
• he calls "all Protestant sects harlots an'! nbominnti<>n^ of the earth," 

and the communing together of Methodists and Presbyterians "a 
blasphemoiis farce, prostituting the holy emblems to the propagation 
^ ef a falsehood." On page 265 he says, *' Protestant ministers havs 
tisnrped Clirist's p'ru?e, nnd i^xercise his antlioi ity over his Church.*' 
• You may ima«z:ine my surprise, then, m discovering that Uir piece, 
(iscribed in the ** Watchman" to some profound philosopher uncon^- 
neeled wifb any Clmreli, itm sorely an effodon of the tender mercies 
of the lorely "t^. Graves, whose charity is so strikingly displayed in 
the forcgoinjf extracts. What meant this coneenlment of the author? 
For charity of thia descripiton, however, I never gave you credit, and 
tberefore did not look Sot jovl to endorse the beautiful sayings of 
snckaiRiter. 

lifcm AMD woiMi! I tkafe beftve m the ''New Oe^ 
UAKB WsEKLT BAPTIST Chaonvjlb'' ibr NoTembtf, 1854, 
edited by Wm. C. Bvnc^, in wbieb ProleMor Dsttcaa 

defended against the slanderoos assaults of Graves. Professor 
Puncan is one of the most intellip^ent aiid able of Soutbera 
Baptist ministers. He is a professor in the University of 
^ * Louisiansy and pastor of ih& Baptiat ebuzob in New Qrleani^ 
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X{ie article in the ^^Gkr^ide" occupies EfaHTBBN ooltoo^ 
ttd is headed, ^^Deftnce againU FaUe Charffa and JkRiri' 
jpruentaiiom of Bev. J, fi, OrfLveg" I qvote only the two 
ibllowing paragraphs; and they will seire as fidr tpeeim^hi of 

the whole : . 

• There Is mnoh dependent upon the decision -wfaieli the denonina- 

tion may ren<1<^r respectinp; these libels of the Tennessee Bipti*-! on 
Professor D.'s History of John the Baptist. Mr. Graves, while he 
affects wonderful seal for Uie Baptist dotioniination, aims a-^etab at 
ene of its cardinal principles, freedom of ofrimionf aad a rigfit to differ 
from an^ or all in the denumination on points of rlocfrine not essential 
to Christianit3^ Mr. D. docs not agree with many Baptists touching 
the baptism and miiiistry of the Forerunner, la he ou that account 
to be kjiired l»hiB eharacter for orlfaedozy, to >e tumAed down in 
his publication enterprises, and to be opposed in aTl his undertakings 
for the adyaBcement of the Baptist cause ? And, above all, is this 
to be done by a man who, possessing power, abuses it most shame* 
fUlly ; a man noted alike ibr Mb Taaiiy,' bis ignorance, and his bob> 
headed folly ; and who has net one worthy qualification for aotuDg Uip 
part of 1cr\ Icr and adviser of the denomination? These nre, just 
nnw. mo men to 11 8 questions, which are to be decided by the Baptists 
of tUo South-west. 

In what we kaTe writtan, we daUbemtely arraign J. B. ChraTea, 
Baptist editor, of Tennessee, before the denomination, on the charge 
of repeated faitehood and murepresentaffon. Our proofs have been ad- 
duced. Judge betwaea us, ye that are interested. Acquit him of 
fklsahood If yon ean, aequit him of misrepresentatloii If yon eaa. 
One thing, however, do. Say now, whether a man so careleei of 
truth, so hasty, so fell in hi«' hcstilitv, «o incapable of dtFcnssing any 
aabiect with candor and fairness, so unjust to his opponents, is fit to 
Imo (nay, to govern, for govern it what he is elearly trying to do) 
tlM denomination in tho South-west Decide now. Baptists that are 
free, vrhethor tho despotism of this man is to stand or fall. Hip com- 
mitted partisans, no doubt, will uphold him, be he false or he l;e true. 
But will tho intelligent) the thinking, the freedom-Loving among our 
Baptists, deliuid and snatain him In hia high>handed Qoqrae of iiigua- 
tiee and iniquity f We hare dooe^ we tnurt^ with this tmpleaaairt 
tallest ligreier. 

L. Alzx. BusroAH & Co. 
WkuiAK C. DuircAV. 

AUD STILL THET 00MB i X have before me a pavphlet of 
fonrtoeft pages, fiom this same Baptist office in New Orleail^ 
in leply to the false ohafges and nusiepiesentstions" 4t 





« 
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' i ■ 

Graves agaiDst Pr o fe e g o r Btmean ; md on tlie fourteen 

are eDumcrated I- IFT Y-TIiKKE 1- ALSEHOODS by Grave* ! 
I will trouble the reader with but two short extracts : 

Mr. Graves has endeavored in throe waji to iigoTO tlie standing ^ 

thf* CliruMicle: in all thrco modes by vxisrepresBfiiafion. ]. By stndi^ 
ously creating a false impression as to the sentiment advocated by 
the Chronicle. 2. By not truly stating the views held by Professor 
D., or odTOiftted b;r Von BoMen, in. tke weit <« Jeto tlM Baptiat" 
8. ^7 niarepreocntmg Mr. I>.'s eele and ciyinions in ^tber perCtenlan. 

4. Mr. O. asserts, witfi only tiie ebofe Notice, then Vefofe him, as 

his authority, that the Index *' has unqoalifiedly pronotinced all its 
[the book's] doctrines sonnd, and of course sound Baptist doctrines.** 
One wofiders that his hand did not wither as he penned these on- 
trnthftil words. Ought snoh a man to be eredlCedi ov«ny point? 

The long and the short of the matter is, that Graves aeeka 
to put dowD, end otherwise override ell other Baptist papen. 
fie Attempted to pi^ent the staittag of the vij^ Wetoh- 
men*' in KnoxviUe; end John L. Mosbb, I think i| en 
intelligent end reepeotahle member of that Cbnrob m Knox- 
ville, took him off through the columns of the Watchman 1" 
I am unable to Liy my hands upon th^ paper, or I would 
quote from it at length. 

This is an ontftne, gentle ratderi of the chertetgr of Elder 
J. R. Gravee. Strango to nyy flome of the ptolnineBt min* 
ttten and membefs of that Chnreh in Tenqei8ee> Geoigiei 
Alabame, and the Oarolinas, ai^e eirenbttng and defending hie 
boo%, with all its false and slanderous affirmations 1 This is 
giving his falsehooda currency to a very great extent, and will 
in the end hnn^ a crash upon the Baptist Church in the 
South and West, as it will involve her ministers and members^ 
in the estimation of the public, in the guilt of bearing false 
witness against their neighbor." This will neeesserilj elose 
against them tbe door of nsefnlness with thonsands to whom 
they might otherwise be profitable. It has already injared 
the « North Carolina Baptist Publitthing Society." The Me- 
thodists have outlived, and lived down, greater oppositioa 
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than this; and will certainly come out of this unhurt. But 
the liftptist Church is to sufter by it — mark what I sat/ 1 ' 

In concludiug this chapter, a{low me to call the atteotiou 
of Mr. Gttvrm wad his endbmeniy espeoialij at Baleigh, to'one 
oi^two passages of Seriptoie, and earnestly entreat botli jam 
«Dd them te lefieot eeileuslj upon their solemn import, h9§m 
it is too late ! The first m found in Kevelation xxi. 8 : 

And all liars shaU hsfS thdr part In theMeD^rhidi hnnietbi irUk 
Are ami brimstone. 

The eecoud passage is found in 1 Tim. i?. 1, 2, and reads 
as follomi: 

Now the Spirit meaketll ezpressly, thaV in the latter times some 
aiiall depart from toe faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doo> 
tniies of devils; spe&king Iws in J^Tpoevity; hsTing titled oonsoiwe 
seared with a hot iron. 
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OBAPTEB XTII. 

Methodism « Bepablioankm Backwards" — Graves's ptetorial r«nra- 

aentations of the oppressions of ^Tf^thodism' — Methodism "death to 
all the institutions for which Washington fought and freemen died'* 
— Washington ^ught the eontrary hi his letter to Biahopa Asbnnr 
and Coke — The Baptist Churches pure democracies — Robert Yb&L 
thoutrbt nthcrwii^o — Hall'a opinion of Wesley — Wesley's Address t© 
the AmericAn Methcli'^tH — Strength of religious parties iri this 
country — Chui-ches dividing upon iko slavery question ^Eid^ 
Qr»TM ft Korthem man, and strongly suspectsd of Abolitiooiim 1 

EuoB GaAVXS is peovliatlj unfortimate in liif fidtotrial 
representation of the Methodist Wheels, on page 161 of his 
Vook, which he classically styles Ropublicanism p]ack- 
Wards Tie h:is the Ijishnps on the outside, holdinp; the 
haDdles and keeping the maohiDcry ia motion. It would 
liave been mooh more appropriate to have had the Wheela" 
prop«U0d ft Bteam-^i^pne, (buoIi as hs marigaigtd to % 
Baptist fiiasdi to *Toid paying for bis danders in Hendenoa 
Gonnty !) while ihe Bisbepe aot as oMef engineenk For as 
tyrannical, oppressive, and arbitrary as the powers of the 
bishops, presidincr elders, circuit-riders, and stationed preach- 
ers may be in the eyes of their traducers, they are dependent 
upon the vduntari/ contributions of the people for their 6up< 
port. Amongst tiie Methodist laity are Senators and Bepre- 
sentatives in Gongsess^ Qoyemom of Statei^ Judges of the 
Supreme Court of .the XJoitod StatoSy the Supreme, Gfaaiioeiyi 
and Oirenit Oouta of States, presidents and profosspxi of 
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eoUeges, doctom mid lawyers, mmbaiils and oapitoHifar of 

every grade, and as learned, intelligent, and patriotic citutens 
as otin be foujid in any other Church on the Americau Couti- 
neut, and more of them! ILiw, then, can any one suppose 
tl\at such men would quietly crouch, under a huge platform, 
beneath the oppreaaijf weight of a pjxamid of itinerant 
preaoheiSi eueh as is fepvesented on page 806 of hia book, 
where he xepreaents Methodlam aa ik religion of ^'Freaoheis 
on the People's Baohaf'' To say the leaat of it, the idea la 
Buperlatively ridiculous ! 

But Graves tc^Js the world in his book, that 

The Methodist system is death to alL the inatitatiftiii tst w^h 
Wafthington fou^t and freemen died. 

It seems that George Washington thought differently. 
He says, in a letter addressed to the Bishops of the Method- 
ist Church, about the time of the oloao of the Revolutionary 
War:— 

I mart ■mill yoir in parttonlar, that I take in the IdndMt part the 

promise you make of pre^^cntiug your prayers at a throne of grace 
for me, and that I likewise implore the DiTilie beHAdiotloa oa JOOC* 
t»elTe8 flk&d your religious comiuuaity. 

NoW| would Qecrgt WtuhingUm given <^aid and 
oomfort'' to a det^tiio grganiaation-^ & aet of anti-xeptihlU 
aaoii whoM religious syatem is death to all the inatitiitioaa 
im whieh Ae, WaMngkn^ fought and freemen £ed V* Sorely 

not I But Washington did give aid and comfort" to the 
Methodist Church, and prayed the Divine benediction vpon 
iU InshopSj 7>iiuiUer& and members ! The Methodist Church 
la now what she was when Washington patroaiied her^ and 
prayed the DWine benediction'* upon her dergy and mem- 
berahip } and he who ohaigea that ahe ia ^dtipotic mod omU- 
rqnMtcan/' is guilty of knowingly aJandeang the ^'Fitther 
of his Country"— the immortal Washington ! Verily, the 
prayer of that matchless patriot, offered to God for his bleaa- 
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inga to rest upon the Methodist bishops, and the Methodist 
community, is a lasting shield tu their patriotism, which the 
poisoned darts of Gravetj's malignity, backed as they are by 
the North Carolina Publishing Society," can never pene- 
tiate ! The proof tliat wiU esti^ltali the anti^repttbUcanism 
of Metliodiat epiBOopaeyi will abo eoMet tlio great and good 
Washington of being a traitor to the eaoae of repablicanism! 
On page 311 of his book; Grraves makes thia asseftion : 

The Baptist Chmohes are pnie democra ci es a r e Oe enlgr fima ef 
pmelx demooiatio govenuaent in tlie werUL 

BoBBRT Uujt, tbe^great apostle of the Baptist Ohwohi 
thought otberwiae, and reaHy Tindicated ihe Baptists against 
ihe/oii^ charge of being Tep#lioans! Hill thus xepeh' ihe 

charge of republicanism from ail Dissenters, Baptists, and 
others :— * 

IKsienters ate reproached idfh the appeUation of repubUeans, hat 
the truth of tUs elMige has neither appeared from fiiMsti, nor been 
sapperted bj aajrveaeonaUe eridsnee.— Works, yet iL, p. 81 

As proof of Elder Hairs position in tegud to his Ohuioh, 
be oonld lefet to the lioentioas madness of the Chermaa Bap- 
tists, or Anabaptists, as tliey were termed^ wbo Qtfcerlj de» 
tested the principles of repnblioaQisfin, and eonndeted it n»> 

just to charge them with the sin of democracy ! 

Graves tells us that John Wesley wiis a loyal subject of an 
English king ; therefore our Methodist episcopacy, to which 
be tells us Wesley was hostile, is anti-rf^publioanl jTve 
out of six Methodist preaobeis irbo Ireie EngiiehBien tetsmed 
to tbeir natiTe oountiy wben tbs war of tbo Berolntion biolw 
out; and, ihewfore, tbe SIX!nr •Ameiiean preaebefs who, in 
1784, organized the Methodist Episcopal Church, some years 
afterwards, were anti-republicans, and their Chnrch is hostile 
to oar firee institutions — to all "^^the institntlons for which 
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Washington fougl^ and freemen died/' Admirable logio^ 

Mr. Graves! 

At the close of the war, Mr. Wesley addressed the Ameri- 
ean Method&ts, and in part in the following noble stiainfl : 

As our American brelln cn arc totally cliscntanglecl, both from the 
Stutc) aud from the Eagiisii liierarchj, we dare not entangle them 
again, either with the im er the other; they are now at ftill liberty, 
ramply to follow the Scriptures and the primitive Church. And we 
judge it best that they should tta$td /ott m that Uberty wheremfh Ooa 
ha$ <a strangely s€t tkem Jru. 

Thus nobly spoke John Wesley. Conld he be hostile to 
OUT institutions, when he believed God had set these colonies 
free ? 8ee Banixs's History of the MethodLst Cimrch. 

Eveu the great aud good Baptist, Kobert Hall, belieTed 
and tanght that John Wesley was one of the greatest^ purest^ 
and most useful men, since Ihe days of the apostleBF— in rela- 
tion to whom Mr. Hall said,-<- 

Whitefield and Wesley will hailed by posterity as the seeond 
Relbnaera of England. 

As the Baptist Chureh has been nnder way in the United 
States at least one hundred years longer than the Metho^tisty 
one would suppose that it is much the most numerous de» 

nomination. But no : the Methodists outnumber them two 
to one ! ]>ut the " Methodist system is death to all the in- 
Btitutious lor which Washiugton foufrht and freemeo died/* 
and it is presumed that all native-born Americans and trae 
patriots would scorn to unite wiih such a despotio organisa- 
tion ! But no : there are two to one of the best patriots and 
most talented statesmen in the oonntry connected with the 
Methodist Churoh, preferring it to that of the Baptist com- 
munion. There is no accounting for men's tcates in these 
days of railroads, steamboats, and pro<iress ! 

In this connection, I will introduce a chapter from the work 
I pubiisbed in 1842, as pecnliaiiy applicable here : 
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STBENOTH OF PABTIBSl 

On page ?W of Mr. Howell's work, the eighteenth last cbapter 
commences, and i& headed — "firm adherence to ori|^ual pnxiciplef 
— our nitimate triumph I" 

This chapter eontains a labored argument against free conimunioii 
— ca^l' close communion "original principles" — boasts that Baptist*', 
by adherinsr to this selfishness, will finally take the world! The con- 
ciudiug remarks of the chapter are, "Light is spreading — darkness 
ia receding.— Our triumph is not distant t *' 

In order to show hav far Mr. Howell has missed the mark in his 
confident boastinga, we need only to submit a few historical facts 
relative to dates, accompanied with an aggregate of each religious 
denomination. According to Chabiss 'Buck, it appears thftt the 
Baptist denomination was fiist formed into a seot of stability in 1626 
■ — olG years ago. This was first formed in Europe. Wf ll. nccord- 
ing to Benedict, their own historian, the first Baptist church in 
America was organized in FroYideace, Khode Island, iu 1639 — 20«} 
jears ago. 

The rise of the Methodist Society in Europe, iirider John Wesley, 
was in 1739 — only 103 years ago. And in 1749 Mr. Wesley drew up 
Uie " General Rules" conUuncd in our Discipline, which have con- 
tinued to he the general mlea of the soeiefies, both in Europe and 
America, to this day. The first Metbodist pxvaehcr who ev^r held 
fortli in America wis Philip EMBrnY, who commenced preaching ia 
the city of New York in the year 17G6 — only 7G years ago ! And in 
17(38, Uie first Methodist house of worship was erected in John street, 
in the oity of New York— only T4 yearsjtgo. For the correctness of 
these statements, we refer to Banga's ffifltofj of the Ifetkodist Bpi»> 
copal Church, Vol. i. p. 46. 

Now, the number of Baptists in the United States is 492,4%, while 
the Methodists nnmher 860,000— nearly two for one! Thns it wiU he 
seen that, althongjb the Baptists commenced operations in the United 
States 1*27 Year« before the Mcthor^:-~t^ iVu}, the latter have nearly 
doubled them. Whose "ultimate triumph" would seem to be near at 
hand, according to this rule of figuring ? Before whom does it seem 
4iiat *'darkness is receding ?" In Vhose hands is the sword of truth 
used, so as to ** take hold on the hearts of men ?" Or, rather, whose 
tarfii/ movements, for the last two hundred years, in the language of 
Milton, have seemed to **beam darknat visible Let Mr. Ilowell 
answer. * • ' 

But it may be^said that we take sinners into the Church, and that 
in this way we have swelled our numbers. Indeed, this is said. Not 
only so, but many other invidious remarks are made, by way of com- 
parison, evidently intended to lotoer the standard of personal and 
religious character in our Church. We have* only to say, tiiat Hie 
members of tho !\Iethod5st Church vr\l\ bear an honorable comparison 
with those of the fieplist Chmcht in and tur^ ntpet^f and thai 
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Unitarians ...««.,.«..„..,.,...„.,.„ 180,000 
Men nooltes .....».........^».,««,.. 30,000 

Friends ...» 100,000 

Jews 15,000 

Momvians 6,800 

M : i r r 1 1 1 -niftl M.MM**..».«.M.MM..m« 65.000 

6,000 
11,000 
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tiiere are as few thieTes, liars, drunkards, Sabbath-breakers, swearers, 
and loafers, among the Methodists, as there are among the Baptists. 
For the sake, of establishing the traih of our oalemations, and for 

the further information of the general reader, we copy the following 
aggregate of each religious denomination, irom Brown's Beference 
Book of 1841, page 29 : 

BBnrCIFAL XBUOIOYTS OnrOKlKATlOHS JX TUM ITVITBD STATBB. 

Baptirts 402,496 1 Christians 150.000 

Methodist** 860,000 

Protestant MethodlSta.... 60,000 

PresbjtorfauM ........................ 858,083 

Oongrltgatloiudteta .................. 160,000 

CathoUcfl, popolation 1,300,000 

Kpiscopaliaus, do 600,000 

Univoi-Hal i.its, do 600,000 

Liitheraas ............................. 63,000 

Xhitefa RttooMA 82,260 

Making, together, 4^850,080 profesmnrs of religion, and aOowisg 
three or four anKmg the faniUy or fnends of each, and the number so 

ascertained "^vill inclivle very ncnrlv tho entire popnlntion of the 
United States as professors, frieudg, or believera in the eternal tratha 
of Dirine reTelation. 

Graves Ttdiculet the MethodiBt Oburcli for tlie sepBiation 

which took place in 1844, and attributes the cause to the 
government of the Church, and the ambition of a corrupt aud 
designing ministry ! That was a glorious act on the part of 
the Methodist Church, and a proud day in her history. It 
was the Aholitionuts of the North who rent in twain the 
Methodist Church, in 1844. I will let Mr. Calhoun state 
the ease, as he did in hia dying speech in the United States 
Senate, on the 4tb of March, 1850. He was posted on the 
slavery question, in all its bearings. Speaking of the effect 
of the Abolition agitation upon the religious cords whic^ 
assisted in holding the Uuion together, he said : 

The first of.theee eords which snapped under its ezplorive foroe 

(Abolitioni8m).was that of the powerful Methodist Episoopal Church, 
The nuraernnB nnd strong ties wbich held it tof^ther are all broken 

and its unitJf gone. 

♦ The above calculatioti wa« mado from the Methodist Minutes of 1841, since xrhich 
time the increase of our societies ha? tiF^en unprecedonted. We now ii iiiiln r gon,iTOO, 
aod upward* 1 Wh«t tbo increue of other ChurcIiM hA$ be«Q, w« have no umjm 
of WMCfUiiBi. fweaMiNr aow^i m * em a Mflllaa and a qatatn.} 
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The next cord UiAt snapped was Uiat of the Baptist, one of the 
largest and moet re s pe c t a ola of the denoBrinalioQg. That of th« 
Presbyterian la Mi enthrdij 8mfpad» tel mm of ili almidi have 
grrea waj. 

It la ia evidence, then, that tlie Methodist aod Baptist 
Churehes hm divided upon il*e aUveiy qneetioii. The 
Dutch Rkfo&med Chuboh has since followed suit; tad 
dnriDg the ntting of the sjnod of this Ohaivh or denomiiie- 

lion, iu Xew York, in October last, there wa^i a warm discus- 
sion on the subject of fellowship with slaveholders, aud a a 
anti-slavertf position was taken ! The question of admittiug 
the Classis of North Carolina into the Synod was decided in 
the negatiTey in a lesolation offered hy the Bev. Dr. Bethnne, 
of BcookljD, bj « vote of 55 to 34^*«ho«iog the Aboli- 
tioiusCs to have a majority of lisen^^^iie in the Synod \ The 
cause of exclusion was slayery, which is now a^^tatiog and 
dividing the country, as it has done the Churches. The same 
agitation is embracing the Presbyterian and Episcopal Churches, 
and I believe they, too, will be rent in twain by it^ as thej 
onght to be, unless the Northern fanatios cease their aggres- 
rions. 

I have not intended to say, nor did Mb. Calhoun, that 
any organic hond ever united the BapUH CkvrcK The loose 

and confused nature of their Church government is such, that 
every Baptist congregation is a separate and independent 
organization. They never had a General Assembly, a General 
Conference, or a General Coovention. Nothing over, under, 
around, or throngh, ever formed them into one body I Outeide 
of the Ghnreh, certain voluntary societies were formed aeversl 
yeaxB ago, conabting of individuals of the Baptist p^iauasion, 
whose ohjeots were the publication of books, and the sending 
of Uiissionaries into foreign fields of labor. . To these socie- 
ties, churches of that "faith aud order" sent their money, or 
withheld it — purchased boctks fum, them, or got them else- 
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where, just as they ])lraj^cd. Even ia this there was no orfl:a- 
nio bond of uoioo, and no obligation acknowledged I la 
piOOM of time, certain Northern Abolition Baptists raised 
an ontory against seodiog alaveholden abroad aa missionaries, 
upon the fnnds of said society I The North and ihe Sonth 
agreed to separate amioably, and partition ont the misnonary 
•iTound. This took place in 1845; and this is what Mr. Cal- 
houn meant by the divUion of the Baptist Churchy because it 
was occasioned by means of the Abolition agitation I Since 
that period) a Southern Baptist Publication Society has been 
organiaedi which has widened the breach between the North 
•and South ! 

And noWy people of the Soathy why is it that JSSdSer Oravet 
can publish a book of 570 pages, north of Mason and Dixon's 

Line, WIIEKK HE WAS. BORN, and discuss so many 
ditfereut subjects, Rome of them Ln owing directly out of tho 
slavery ngitation, and never say one word AGAINST ABO- 
LITIONISM, or one word in favor of SOUTHERN SLA- 
VERY 7 After leaving New England^ it is said that he took < 
up his abode in ihe '^Western Besenrcj'' in Ohio, and in 
* Indiana, the great theatre of Free*Soilism ! It has, moreover, 
been said of him, that he was an Aholttiontst before he came 
here to reside I One thing is certain — he keeps vcrxf dark 
upon this grave question, and ought to be inade to come out 
explicitly, if he concludes to take up his permanent abode in 
the South 1 

W# are on the eve of unconjecturable eventSi and every 
Sonthem man onght to show his hand. Look at the conduct 
of Congress! A struggle of unequalled fniy is swiftly 

approaching us; and if the ties of our cherished Union come 
out of it unrent, they are made of sterner stuff than the 
history of the past would seem to warrant! The bonda of the 
Union have resisted political agitation, but can they withstand 
zeligioiis fuiyf Abolitionism has travaUed from' political 
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dorainion to religious cooviction, and has infected the whole 
mind and heart of the North. Under its palsying toaohi 
some of the stron^t cords that hald the Union together 
have snapped : others are now assalledf and I fear will give 
way ! Elder Grayes is sospeeted of nnsonndnees upon this 
qnestion ; and if these suspicions be well-grounded, as I have 
reason to fear they are^ he is a dangerous man to be operating 
iu the iSouth I 
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OHAPTBB XVIII* 

GraTes for and against Know-Xotliingism — A two-faced and insincere 
man — The "State Line Baptist Association" endorsing Grayes's 
paper and book — Criticisms upon that endorsement, and the char- 
acters of the members of the AssoeiAtioii— Th^ endorsement of 
Orchard's History of Foreign Baptists — New 'Version Baptists— 
Their fraudulent demagogueism, and nlterior objects ! 

Bbing identified with one of the great political parties of 
ihe oountiy, and being the editor of b, political Journaly it has 
been my constant urn, in the preparation of this work, to 
avoid any colliaon with an opposing political party, or the 
introduction of any matter into this work that would arouse 
the prejudices of political parties. My design has been, and 
still is, in this work, to preserve the mind free from all im- 
proper bias, and to discuss the great issues involved in the 
slanders of Elder GraTes against the Church of which I have 
had (he honor to be a member and a minister^for these thirty 
years past. 

But to show up the inoonsiBtencies of Elder Graves, and 
his two-faced course even in politfes, which is but fidntly 

shadowed forth by the engraving attached to this chapter, I 
will present him THE KNOW-NOTHING CHAMPION 
of 1854, and agaw as the KEV. ANTI-KNOW-NOTHLNG 
of 1855 ! This ezpos^-^not intended to have any hearing in 
^ poltdos, either jm» or con — will aid in iUustiating the char- 
aot« of the maq^ as iih» dirty ear-wig of Baptist exdusm- 
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ness — the geographical location of whose moral and political 
priociples is nowhere^ and the tenants of whose heaven are 
the haggard phantoms of an overheated imagination — a 
mockery of a man not entitled to the oonfidenoe of StmAan^ 
meDi oomingi as he has done, from an AhottiUm Stat^ aid 
being suspected of ortbodoxj upon the great aq^ efeeitiog 
topie of slavery ! For bj the eame mle and in the same 
manner that he would be a Know-Nothing in 1854, and an 
Anti in 1855, he might still hnrbor all the Free-Soil preju- 
dices of his native State and raising. Ay, hia code of morals, 
and his mode of reiaoniDg^ enable him to aasnme the poeitioB 
of an illoBtrioiis predeoesaor/' of whom the poet aaya : 

He 'd prove a buzzard is no fowl, 
Aad that a lord beta owl: '* 
A calf an alderman, a goose a justice, 
'And rooks oommittetMOtten and trastees. 

In 1854, when Know-Nothingism was sweeping every 
thing before it — at least as was supposed — Elder Graves came 
out with the ibUowing editori^, in ^e Tennessee Baptist'' 
of August 26 : 

KNOW-NOTHINGS. 

K ve can read the "signs of the times," the Know-Nothings are 
organizing in great strength in this city, and the order will spread 
with gi«a* fapidiigr thronghoat the Slate, and without doabt will 
(larry the next eleotions triumphantly over all parties. 
. Nothing ia mofe evident than that oar political parties hare become 
sadly, deplorably oormpt. Oar politicians, like so many woiv^ 
wrangle and fight for ^e tpoib party. Congress has become a 
Boat shamefal and disgneefal scene of drankenness, riot» and wta- 
cnssing for the Presidency, and the minor offices of the poTcrnment. 
The foreign element is increasing in fearful ratio. Nearly one million 
per annum, of foreign Catholics, German inhdels — who, though 
opposed ia til alM^ ava agra^ in the tnbreraioa of oar free inslita- 
ii4ioii8— are pouring in upon us, and the tide is increasing. These 
foreigners hfive already commenced tbrir warfare upon the use of the 
Bible in our public schools — against our free school ^tem — against 
ooT Sabbatfap— against oar laws. Th^ boldly threaten to overairov 
oar Conatitation, throagh the profligacy of our politioiaBB ; and ^ 
■M uast aaadidatM for noUtioal iwtfainnisnt' iMHimrlng sum Mid asMa 
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to the Catholic and foreign influence. We see from the last census 
that the majority of the civil and municipal offices of this government 
are to-day in the hands of Catholics and foreigners: an overwhelming 
majority of our army and navy are foreign Catholics. They hear the 
editors of Catholic papers, who are endorsed by their Archbishops, 
threatening in these words : 

If th« Catholics ever gain — which they snrely will do, though at a dlatant day 
— an immcnso numerical majority, rcligioua freedom in this couatry ii at an end. 
Bo say our euemies. So we believe. 

"The Rambler," an organ of Popery in England, says: 

Religions liberty, in the sense of a liberty possessed by every man to choose his 

own religion, it one of the most wicked delusions ever foiled upon this age by the father 
of all deceit. The very name of liberty, except in the sense of a permission to do 
certain definite acta, onpht to bo banisluvl from the domain of religion. It ia neither 
more nor leas than a falaebood. Ho man ha8 a right tu choose his religion. 

I 

Thousands and hundreds of thousands of American citizens and 
Christians, who love their country better than party, and who nobly 
prefer to struggle and sacrifice even blood if it shall need it, to per- 
petuate this glorious legacy of our hero-fathers and martyrs of the 
Revolution, rather than to wrangle and prostitute their principles for 
the spoils of party, are banding themselves together, determined to 
Know Nothing but the safety and best good of their country, and of 
their whole country. The following are said to be the leading prin- 
ciples of the Know-Nothings : 
. , 1. Repeal of the Naturalization Laws. 

2. None but NATIVE AMERICANS for office. 

8. A pure American Common School System. 

4. Opposition, first and last, to the formation of military companies 
composed of foreigners. 

6. War to the hilt on Romanism. 

6. The advocacy of a sound, healthy, and safe Nationality. 

7. Hostility to all Papal influences, in whatever form and under 
whatever name. 

8. American institutions and American sentiments. 

9. More stringent and efi*ective Emigration Laws. 

10. The amplest protection of Protestant interests. 

11. The doctrines of the revered WASHINGTON, and his com- 
patriots. 

12. The sending back of all foreign paupers and conyicts landed 
on our shores. 

IS. The formation of societies to protect American interests. 

14. Eternal enmity to all who attempt to carry out the principles 
of a foreign Church or State. 

15. Our country, our whole country, and nothing but our country. 

16. And finally, American laws, American legislation, and death to 
all foreign influences, whether in high places or low I 

If we could be allowed to add one or two more, we would Know 
Nothing in politics save these principles. We have for vears clearly 

18 
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seen, and so preached nnd pn Trritten, that withm a few years thore 
wnnld be but two great parties in this Republic — tho ATuei ican Pro- 
testant pai'ty, and the Foreign Catholio and inhdel party ; and every 
trae patrioi and GhrutUai will Iw oompdled to take tides, or be 
branded as a traitor. Then it will be the duty of the ministery as well 
as the number, to become a politician ; and the politics of that day 
will needs be preached from the polpit and prayed around the ^mily 
•ICaargi and entar into and afiwi all 4iia InlarMli aaad raMoBS ef Hfe. 
When the cri^s comes, wo oxpeot to bo found in the field ; and up oa 
the stiirap, if we shall possess an influence that is needer!. We hail 
the omens of this day : this society, or party, or whaterer it is, is the 
budding of great hopes. It bids fair to reYolutionize and obliterate 
Ao'«admmg poUttoAl paitfoa; and if it doea nothing man, it will 
haTe done a good and saying work. 

Wo commend the abore principles, and a few mor^to the aerioua 
and favorable attention of Christiaus and patriote. 

Now, in October, 1855, when the current of public opinioii 
seemed, at least, to have set in against these principles — 
principles which the reverend cider so much cherished, and 
ixk detenoe of which he was ready to take tjqs ssump — he 
came out and denied any approval of «a^d principles, or 
ajmpatby fat them; and publiabid umk aa ardde as drew 
firom Judos LoNasTBSKP^ a Metlio&t pieaober of MWs- 
sippi, the Iblbwing card, wbieh I oopj from tlia Memp^ 
Appeal for October, 1855 : 

THE BSY. 9. B. GRAVES, OF TEN19ESSEB. 

Through the kindness of a Baptist friend and brother, T }i aye just 
been feiYored with a p^msal of the following firom the pen of the Rer. 
J« B. GraTos: 

JuBQE LoNQSTBSET. — ^We undeTBtand that this gentleman is charg- 
ing us with being a Know^Nothing, and the Great Iron Wheel is a 
Enow-Nothing work. We pronounce both statements false. The 
weak was written years before Khow-Nothingism was borOt and wo 
IkOYO never been a Kaow-Nothing." 

Tn answer to the foregoing, I hnvr to 5nv that there is not one word, 
syllable, or letter of truth in the information which Mr. Grarea has 
received. I do not think ih&t I ever uttered his name five times in 
mj Ufe, and I am confident *t]iat I never uttered It aineo the rise of 
Know-Nothingism in t1ii<^ cmintry. Nor flM it cvrr pnss my lips in 
any unkind, uncharitable, or unbroth rly connection whateycr. I 
never saw the ** Great Iron Wheel," and, of course, never read a line 
of it In my Hfo. No Mothodiat hatf om boon upon botter terms witb 
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liis Baptist brethren than I have alwayM b«6n ; and neyer was I upon 
better terms with them than I am ju?t at this time. I respectfully 
inquire of Mr. Graves, whether he has gained auj thing by forcing 
« thu oonetpondflnee More the piMof Would it net liave been •« 
mil for binii snd, perchance, far better for me, that it should have 
been roTi<lMete<l priTately? But, as I liavc said, for the Icindnc?? of a 
member of his Church, I should never have seen his pubUcatiou ; and 
then, after waiting a rea»>iiable time for a reply, he might have pro- 
didbned me to tlie public as neither a *<C!lirittlttD,'' s '* genUem&n," 
nor an ** honest man." TTc isnll, of course, f^ive Tny reply a place in 
his paper. I irlU thank lum for the number in which he inserts it. 

A. B. LoNasxBSST. 

* > 

The honest traih isy Qia?es liad iiem Iwftvd that 

' had ohaiged him with heing a ^'Know-NoHung/' He fabric 

caAed the charge for the sole purpose of haying a chance to 
deny that he was one. He had been talking, writing, and 
even preaching, in favor of the oew political party. He sup- 
jKwed that they wotdd carry every State by Btiorm ; and if bis 
ta^l^ectationa had been realized, he would haye continued their 
admale. Bat at the time of initiDg the editorial isva^ whieh 
LoDgBtreet copies^ ike eledfons had generally gone agaimt the 
Know-Nothings. Besides, at the time of C^ra^es's denial, • 
there were strong prejudices getting up against many Method' 
%gt preachers in Tennessee, who were either justly or unjustly 
charged with favoring the principles and aims of the new 
party 1 So far as Graves honesU^ entertained any political 
principles, they ware doubtless in accordance with thafe of 
the Know-Nothingi, as pnbhshad by him; bat his detemk . ' 
nation was to he on the strong side, and hesee he was hesl« 
tating, doubting, hoping, and ezpeeting — • while his motto 
was, und stiU is— 

Some said, Grayes, go it^ others said, not so. 
* Some said, it might do^good ; others said, no. 
At last I tiiOQghl^ dnce you are so divided, 
I'ftmoiDitfiamBot; andso tiie easeiledidad. 

It is this deposition Uk "heoome all things to aU men/' for 
the sake of gain, or vathar the uik of hof^ aX ike Karih, 
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m^Hwi^ bnra^iupi tltat he hasiraded dinragfa 670 pagei^ 
^tn^pRttfil|il||; Hift poflitioD upon i|ie alaveiy queadon I Nay, 

when tfie queetibki eftme up as connected with the divnnon of 

the JMotliodist ('liuri'li South, from that of the Cliurcli North, 
which was alone on account of slavery, he seems not to know 
ii, an4 accounts for the eeparatioix oql the ground of the d^ecta 
k onnsystem t 

I now have before me a pamphlet fsepy of the ^ Mtnntes 
of the Ninth Annnal Meeting of the Stale Line Baptial 
Awoeia^n, held with the Antioch Bapiaat Chnreh, Bndley 
County, Tennessee, October 20th, 1855, and days following." 
I copy from this remarkable publication the following ''Re- 
port/' si^ed by ''B. Williams^ Chairman:*' 

Report en Fublieaiiotu. — We recommend the Bible, the book of all 
books, the source of all knowledge, the pilgrim's way-bill from earth 
to heaven. Also, the Library, the Encyclopedia of RdlgioiiB Ejiow- 
ledge, and Orchard^? Ilistory of Foreign Baplirts ; and aa periodicals, 
the Homo and Foreign Journal, the Tennessee Baptist, in particular, 
inasmuch as it is a fearless and bold advocate of the PBINCiPLES 
OF OUB HOLT SEUGION; elm, the IBON WHBELl 1 1 ' 

Now, this " S^te Line Association'' I know to be a one- 
hone cmociatiojiy composed of a body of xuioisters who, to 
saj the least of it^ li called of God to preach and expound 
his word, are not equal to the task, for the want of sense, 
* ednoation, and other aoqnivsmentAt Lei imj one of them 
attempt the disGinssion of an important passage of Seriptnre 
**-OBe which has been, and still 'is, the subject of theological 
disputations — and tlic mind of an intelligent man passes suc- 
cessively tlj rough the stages of regret, pity, disgust, and 
finally contempt, for one who, instead of proving himself 
Greek indeed," sinks at once into' a defonnod, wran^'lmg 
bigoty whose daims npo^pnblio respect, even for his office's 
sake, vanish at the trst touch of analysis 1 Some of them 
are distingaished about the State Line/' among their people; 
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Imft ^key hare riM ta dudiidaoii, hawf^f^tf upon iho pdonil* » . 
ifaal a dioaf/ irill tomv when «iiii<oiinM bj^p^l^mteil 

Witlioiit intondiBg to oaO Id qneation the pteti/ ci these 
ID CD, WO are warranted in saying that in their discussions, 
nine times out of ten, nothing cau ha iound worthy of the 
naiJio of an argument. Logic, eloquence, wit, sarcasm, gram- 
mar^ illustration, argument, taste^ unction — ^all and singular, 
are utterly wanting^ Their BermoiiB (if it be lawM to dub 
their iucobmnli^EavingB thoa) are at best but the undigeated 
outbxeaka of those who have more partisan seal thaft seriptund 
knowledge, conveyed in hinguage whieh the revision of a 
competent reporter can scarcely make grammatical, and 
adorn ed with vulgar conipnrisons, exceptionable interjections, 
stale quotations, hackneyed phrases, and '^halt and blind'' 
metaphors ! And yet, these men alone haye a right to exe- 
cute the ministerial offioe*-^ey alone have received a Divino 
eomnnBsion-; and the ezclusiTe right of granting this. com- 
mission if vesjbed in 'tham^ as successors of the apostles! 
BiBHOP SotnuB, of the Methodist Ohumh, or Db. Ely, of the 
Presbyterian denomination, may each baptize a person, and 
baptize by immersion^ too; but neither of these distinguished 
diyines being in the regular line of succession from the first 
immersionist down — a requisite without which a vaUd Chris- 
tian ministry cannot exist — should these persons ^nolude to 
attach themselvea to the Baptist Church, they must be reAig^ 
iizeA by a Baptist preaoher, beosni^, forsooth, he ahme }uui^ 
the authority to bsptiee, and he alone poesesses the power of 
ordaining and cummibbioning mini^teiD to ieed the Hock of 
Christ ! 

This ignorant Association, it will be seen, has styled Graves's 
book of 570 pages a ^^jteriodical/' and classed it with the ' 
<<Home and Foreign Journal/' a^id Tennessee Baptist.'' 
One might think tliey had never seen, the work, and labored 
under the mistsken idea of its being a weekly «r montlily 
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• SMgaiiiia i Or, Ibnootbi they may We l^srd that tb6 Ofym* 
ptacU among^ the Gi6ekiy*aiid the Jv&tZflei of the Jews, weM 
peritKUoalf Bat this ooald not be, for the whole AsBoinstioii 
coald not tell tint Olympiad took its name from CHympus, » 
mountain of Macedonia; or that the period of four years, 
reckoned from one celebration of the Olympic eames to ano- 
ther, constitutes an important epoch in history and chronology I 
The first Olympiad eommenced 776 years before the birth of 
Christ, and 23 yearn befm the fimndatbn of Bome. Btct 
thai AiBoobtion would not admit these ftcts, lest diej might 
inyalMate John's hajtttgm t 

" Orchard's History of Forei^ Baptists*' is a very absurd 
and contradictory, not to Fay ridiculous work, published by 
Graves for tlio two-fold purpose of making money out of the 
sales, and of bolstering up his favorite theory of tmiroernon, 
and of a regmla/ir succession Jrom John the Baptist on the part 
of Baptist preaehers I It was well enough for the State 
line Beptut Assoeialion" to endorse that woik| ahhoagh H 
is queetionable whether any one of the body had eyer criti- 
cally examined it. * 

In their endorsement of the "Tennessee Baptist/' I sup- 
pose they intended to approYe its abuse and sUnder generally, 
and with it to go for and against Know-Nothingism. This is 
well enough ! 

In re&reHee to the*^' Iron Wheel/' I ptesame ihej set 
understandingly, as ^ is now in very general cirenlatmn 
among their people. A reference to what I have brought to 
light, in the preceding pages of this work^ will show what 
Hhis Association have approved ! 

In their recommendation of the "Bible as- the book of all 
bookSy the source of all knowledgOi the pi%rim's way-bill from 
earth to lieayen/' mnoh depends open whai edUisn or version 
fit the Bible they are fori If they go fbr the present authoF- 
liedTerriett of th« Holy Seriptnmy known as Kkg Jameiff 
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translation of the Bible^ I am with them^ and agree with them 
that it is ail they have i^resented it to foe, and even more ! 
But if they go for the new Ba^Ui vmion of the BiblO; in- 
tended to teft^h that immenion is exclwiTefy hspihm, ihoa * 
perverting the word of "Ood, I receiTe no snch <<pilgrita'a 
way-bill from earth to heaven for when I leave for that 
' immortal clime/' I desire to go the " overland route," and 
not by water ! 

X have with me the U4uted opinion of Protestant Europe 
and America that tbere exists no neceBStty fbr a new transla- 
tion of the Bible. Thoee who believe othenriae Are ft aet of 
men whose hopeleae lapse into bigotry would prevent their 
belief of the truth though one rose from the dead'' and tea- 
tified thereto ! Discreet, learned, and thinking men, in the 
South and West, are tired of listening to the prating of a 
little, ignorant, plebeian dynasty, in this State, and another in 
that, about the new version, thejmre toord of God*' — a set 
of ignorant pretenden, who have soaroely mastered the tpA- 
Unff-hook I 

Just in ihis eonneetion; I deem it proper to oall the atten- 
tion of %e reader to a bypoeritioal fraud which is being used 

by Revision Baptists, both in the pulpit and through the 
press, to gull and deceive the masses upria this subject. 
They are pleading, in justitication of a new version, that " the 
American Bible Society had found twsnty-foub thousand 
iftBOBaxNOUEP&xssMTiBNaiJSHBiggB/' In the spirit of 
demagogueismy these ^^new version" Baptist preachers appeal to 
the people, asking them, '^Who would plead for a Bible that 
has twenty-four thousand mistakes in it These vile sect- 
arians, these specious deceivers^ never tell the masses the 
nature of those errors — that they are unimportant^ consisting 
of errors in orthography , punctuation, italic words, etc., eto%f 
iuch OB in no way affect the sense of the reading! \pL close 
my rsmazks upon this point by quoting a few panigraph»fin>m 
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the pen of ond who is well posted in aU^ that relates to tlu 
•ubject under agnai deration ^ 

Tho only thing that can be pleaded from the action of the American 
BiUe Society is that our present English Bible bas thcae eyron« wliioh 

have mnltiplied in process of time to thia enormous extent, and which 
they hare already corrected, as their report shows, and the edition 
thus correctttd is now for sale in Tafioos parts of the country. The 
Amerioa#Bibfe Society reported the neeetsitj' of e o wre o ting i^wSoh 
\t!kM, not the necessity of a new version. 

The American Bible Society, after a ri^d scrutiny of our English 
Bible, pronouDoe it ^* inimitable :'^ the Baptists denounce it aa *'m- 

How ri^culona to meet in Memphis in April, 1852, and plead that 
the American Bible Society has found twenty-four thousand crrcfrs, 
and, therefore, we must have noyr version, when every member of 
thia coDTeutioii might havu brought the Bible, corrected by the SO" 
elety, wlQi bim to Menpbie for laile. The Amerkaa Kble dodety 
desired our English Bible corrected: the Baptists desire a new traiula- 
Hon, which will translate bapto, bapiiMOf and their oognate% bj terma 
which signify to immerse. * 

ean any man plead tlie aeUon <tf ibe Amerieaa Bible 
Soeie^ as fayoring toe project of a new verfionT wbile it is clear the 
former condemns the action of the latter, and abaolvidy fCporta tiiat 
there exists no necessity for such version. 

"W^ may call the attention of the reader to another subject inti- 
mately connected with the above. It if tbia: Tbat onr breuuren wbo 
believe in "ultra-immersion will not agree to be governed by the origi- 
nal copy published by the King, and denominated in the parlance of 
the historian the standard BtdU. Nor is it likely they will ag;ree to 
make the Bible trandated by ArebUabop CranuMr Hke b&m of any 
anbeaqnent version. 

The whole class of u1trR-imTner?»ionist?i mnst mnnifestly design to 
condenm and bring into disrepute the present received version, and 
by this manoeuTre paTO the way for t|ie reception of Bi^oh a version 
as will teach olearij and irrerocablj their parHmdar flews on tbe 
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CHAPTEB ZIX. 

The consideration of certain miscellaneous items bearing upon tho 
merits of thia controversy — The '* Biblical Recorder" chai'^a that 
HetfaocBim Is a htunui !iiY«mtioii^-D«fendB Grsves acuiist Vvthod- 
ist slanders — Methodists shrink from investigation— >8peech of Rev 
Dr. Slamban^s in Baleigh — Powell's Valley Association — Th< 
renegade Jewett, of Ohio — North Carolina Baptists V8. Missionary, 
IKble, Tract, Sunday-school, and Temperanee 8oeieti«s — ^Bietihottsto 
fUsely Mccused of rebaptizing— Absurd position of Close Com- 
aronioii Bapturta^-^jKiiUy of tnaam agidDat Ck>d 1 

TnoB and fptee — tbaM polenfc and waSveatl inflaeDcei— 
compelled me to condade some of the preoediag cbapten of • 
ihlfl wmk more rapidly l&an I elioidd eChenrise deeSrS; and 

coDsequcntly to omit a notice of divers small poincd and 
issues raised by Elder (iraves and his ghostly conscience- 
keepers, especially of the North Carolina Publishing So- 
oiefy'' of the Baptist Church I It is mj purpose now^ how« 
eveTj to dwell somewhat at length upon the beneficial leeolta 
aoeraing to the xeligiotu world horn the leamed oritieuma of 
the organ of ihat aoeieij at Balei^ip-i^eh la proring, by 
the deareet demonstralaoiiSy that upon Baptist jonmaliatey of 
the Graves school^ devolves the duty of" propagating reiined 
and general intelligence, critical and c-orrect ideas of litera- 
ture and art, and a tme taate for ezailted and enlightened 
Christian charity ! 

To be serious, there ia do other powet in the United States 
which has within its immediate reach the means of doing so 
much public good as (lie Pftisa. Compared with it, tht 
18* 
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Achool-housc, the bar, the pulpit^ sink into insignificaiice* 
I confine this Bweeping declaration to the United States. 
The prodacttona of the ^periodioal prees of this . eonntry 
m &e morning %nd evening eompanions of lifae Ameii- 
ian eitizes; and, like the eyes of AxgoB, its admonitionB, for 
good or for evil, are seen anci felt everywhere in the land. 
I rifijrtunately for the character of the religious portion of the 
press, there are to be fouod such sheets as the " Tennessee 
Baptist,'' now published at Nashville — a most delectable, 
flweet-peifuined noeegay £or sach of our Baptist brethren to 
Bmell a* as oondnot the Biblical Recorder,'^ a Baptist jour- 
nal published im Baleigh, a truly spiritual mustard-pot, every 
issue of «whioh irfldnake the soul of a Baptist gneexe with de- 
votion to the cause of ijiimcrsion ! That print arrogates to 
Itself, like the Canou of the Covenant," published at Nash- 
ville, the right to pronounce judgment upon all matters of 
publio or pnTSle impoti^idigious, social, or politieal; and 
this light seems confirmed by general Baptist acq^escence ! 

Some unknown fiiend has sent nie a number of the ^'IKbli- 
oal Beeorder^' of recent date, in which I find a correspondent, 
endorsed by the editor, referring to Gravas's publication, in 
which the Methodistfl as a (]< noinination, and Methodism as a 
system, are caricatured, traduced, viliJded, and blackguarded 
alter a styte derogatory to the heads of Billingsgate fish- 
women, and to the spirit which governed the JSjfonith Ik^tsC- 
tiim! This correrSpondent, a welcome bontributor to the 
^'Beoorder's" chaste columns, gives these crumbs of comfort 
for the chickens of the Baptist covenant : 

WeQMdiltB it a woik of (h>d, will it not bear the closet scrattny 
and tho strictest examination ? What will the opponents of Metbodism 

think, -when they behnlrl its n lTomfps 'shrinking from the light, a'nd 
endeavoring to overwhelm with calumny and slander a man who has 
dared to investigate the subject, and to express the decided convic- . 
tioBB Of his Judgment t Human worbmanship wOl not bear doaa 
aorntuij. 



Tliere is » fidiebood involved in this declaration against 
wiaik I enter mj pxoteet The Methodists fear the ^ closest 
eeratiDj and Ihe sirieteet ezammBlion V When did Method* 
iflts ahim tihe eloeeit aefatmy ind the'starietest ezaminfttion'^ 
into their entire eystem, v^hether of ^doetrines or polity f They 
never did — thei/ never wtllJ This is a vile misrepresentation 
of the whole of the eventfnl career of Methodism, both in 
Europe and America. Methodism has been assailed on both 
sides of the Atlantic by men o£ much more force of character 
and brilliAney of intellect than the reverend hlaekguard of 
the Tenneiaee Baptbf ' oonld hrifig to hear igainst it^ and 
it not only stood ^sm, hut Jaoed tiie fbe, and hctded sucoess- 
fally for its prineiples. Wesley, Fletoherf Olarke^ and' Wat- 
son, investigated all the peculiarities of Mctliudisiu agcunst a 
host of learned and profound enemies beyond the Atlantic, 
overturning their flimsy arguments, driving them to call for 
quarteiSy and actually conquering a peace! In America, 
DootoM &ng^ Fisky Bond> Emoty^ and others^ investigated . 
the ehargea against Methodiam, and aomttnized the slanden 
of her enemieSy nntid aome of then were ashamed to avow 
themsclvet the authors of what they had written, and others 
retired upon their dignity, leaving their own cherished Rab- 
binical legends and Brahminioal vagaries to vauish before the 
light of truth I Go back to the assaults of 1825, 'SO, and 
'32, upon Methodist doetrines and polity, and it will be seen 
' that the holy Athens and friars of the infernal Inquisition 
were net morevlndiotive and implaoahle than were thoee ene* 
miei agafast whom Bn. Bangii and Emo|y contended. Their 
horribly intolerant, b!goted, and penecnting spirit, came in 
tiiuaders and anathemas from their desks; in cants, whispers, 
and innuendoes, among the throng: it came larded with much 
hofy grimwey and many sanctimonious sighs for the credu- 
lous and piona; inth mueh logical jargon and ^'biblicaV* 
eritieiBm far amatterers^ aaoh as admire the stylo of tha Be* ' 
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oorder;'' with spleen and gall enough, when the company 
had sufficient prido and malice to bear it; and with fire* 
brands for ail the yonn<r foxes they could catch ! 

Methodists shrink from investigation — shun close scmtinj 
— dodge Btrict examination 1 The histc^y of Methodism in 
eveiy State in this UbIoii gpves the lie direot to the iminitt- 
tion.- Methoduta invite disownon, and duJlenge limrtigft- 
tion* into all they have erei nid or done, or ihe ftnnder and 
fathers of their Church before them. And by the time the 
"Biblical Recorder" and its blustcriner correspond cut wade 
through the pages of this work^ they will conclude that some 
of the Methodists are looking into matters wholly without the 
precincts of thei^ own territory ! But the cry ia raised in 
advanoe that this is a oaae in whiek Metkodiata «n ^ahiink- 
inf^ ftom the liglit^ nnd are ondeaToring to owwUm witli 
calnmny and dander/' The "Beeorder'' no cklnbi 
learned, or if it had not its correspondent had, that a reply 
to the ''man who has dared to investigate the subject" of 
Methodist polity would be forthcoming in due time, and that 
this war-horse of Iron Wheel" notoriety would be ^de to 
look hf^f? like a sncceiaor of the apostles than they ooold d»> 
abe 1 Cry aUnder^ if y<Nio]ioQae<-4t inll itot protM your mn^ 
QiaTea : the atcoeity of h%$ abndeia ahall atand fivth withoot 
a TiTal and beyond eompariaon. A pmtty aet to apeak of a 
resort to slander 1 Who is more prone to denunciation and 
slander than the author of the *' Iron Wheel ?" When he ha^ 
exhausted his topics of ars^ument, and that he can soon do^ 
without a miracle; he resorts to a low species of saroaank and 
zidicttle, and to downright and outnghi lyings and here hia ' 
talenta an wonderful : Hereidea oomea in " ke«d and aiioQl- 
dm," The oonductora of the '^Biblioal Beooidec^' and «ke 
editor of the ^'Tenneasee Baptist'' have eontriTed a feciproci^ 
of interest and obligation, and they advanoe upon each other 
with the pj^oper overturei ^^TiUUa me et titiUabo ttf* and 
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tlien tbey meet wkliout tlie fear of a vepnlse. But the nan 

of thxi " llecorder" and liis sajncnt correspoiideut would dc 
well to pause and reflect; and see that they are not led astray 
by Graves^ aud swayed by prejudice and malice, at the ex- 
penae of truth — a tool for oiheia lo work with, tiU thej find 
themaelTea in a conditba to use aiioh tools as ihey- themaelTei 
once weie*^seotariaB8y bigotSj fiJae aoovseia of the brethren ; 
any thing whioh the pliaat qualities of Proteae can be wrought 
into, and every thing which their sectarian jealousy and un- 
sanctified ambition may dictate. I fear their blusterinjr as- 
saults upon Methodiam arise from too high an opinion oi' their 
own importance, and of the oveKshadowiug greatness of their 
Church. Men may become yei^ eactiavaga^it on these points. 
It 10 reoorM of two Roman amperars— I befiere Diocletian 
andOaJerina — thai they once, in convenakion; expressed'them* 
^ selTCS la the following manner : 

JiWfSLm When I am dead and in ray nrn, 

May earth and fire together burn, * 
And all the world to dndoni torn ! 

Gal. xHay, while I live I would desire 
To Bet>the miiTerse on \ 

To give foroe and grandeur to the language of passion, 
xagSi and &l86hood| in eonneotum with Methodism, seems lo 
bs the chief aim of GraTes, whose striking chasaoteristios are 
restless pride without gratification ; ostentation withoat motive 

or reward ; professions without sincerity ; ceremony without 
comfort ; Jaijf^hter without joy j smiles with concealed rancor ; 
approbation alloyed with envy ; and vociferous praises djing 
4iway into the whispers of calumny ! 

The reader will bear in mind that this Becorder'' is the 
'homt crgan of ihe gnivo Pablishing Sodetj*' whose learned 
and conscientions members ohalleDged Brs. Smiihj Peems^ 
and Lee, to meet their idol Graves, in the city of Raleigh, 
'Un mortal combat/^ upon the issues made in his book. Let 
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w IkBoj to omAwm thai the battle is to eome off, and^ fixr 
ihar, ihsl w« «e»iQpM oiMle of eeokntstibal juiupradtfiMM^. 
who had Men regabrly immened> fSalng sloirlyihnii his saaL 
Ah ! 'Ub -he : it is tiie Ser* Dr. flJamhangns, correspondent 
of the " Recorder," whose endorsement of Graves's slanders 
has well-nigh got him ont of temporal employ! While he 
lays back his foretop, and raises and waves his hand, to put 
the huwuri extentorM in tnne for harmooioiiB action ; while 
the oj^thahnie nrascleey with awfnl oonTorgeiieey popit the 
Timal my level, beneath a>*8upeteiliaiy nexna of inajeify and* 
thought, mf when the' son frgiiA the eastern horison shows 
half its orb beneath a line of daa^ness, an aHentioo spreads 
that would almost render thmtghU audible, and give an echp 
to silenfe it.self. He speaks, the chair being filled bj an ad- 
mirer of Graves, who has gone down into md come up out 
• ^ the water 

When I consider the dignity of^ the chair you fill, I3ie dig- 
nity of the ocHjasion upon which we have convened, which 
dignity is all Jerived from the dignity of HIM who hlls the 
chair, and of HIM who wrote the book which has caused this 
discussion, who is promoted by the dignitaries of the Church 
to be the chief dignitary of all the dignitaries of this EC- 
CLESIASTICAL COUBT, I feel MTSELF dignified while 
I dignify YOU, Sir, who are dignified bj those whom all men 
dignify I Sir, I rise to move you, that there shall, at the 
close of this debate, be established a seminary of Ecclesiasti- 
cal or Canon Law, in which there shall be three professor- 
ships, all to be filled by Baptist jpreachers : the first, to form 
into a body of reports the decieSons of aH jndicatorieS| drawn . 
£rom their records and jndgment-roUs^ eveij Baptist congte- 
gation being a jtldioatoiy ; the second; firom these reports, and 
fiMm onr aAni(2or(&^ ^^Orohsid's Hbtoi; of Fordgn B>p<iirt%'' 

* 
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and **Tlie Great Iron Wheel/' to form regular digests, pan- 
dects, or codices legum ecclesimticorum ; the third, to arrange 
and complete a lexicon of legal terms and phrases, adapted to 
Ibe New VersioB/' ifO be eatitlAd^ Lexicon Verborum Theo- 
h g w iry m Jhclmtuticorwmque ^ and fnrtheniKHPe^ tbal* llie 
iheologpcal ooim' of ereiy caadidatg for tiie-ministiy in o«r 
Add B«p4itl Chweb shall be ihe study of the ^Inm Wheel/' 
without prayers y and of "Orchard's History of Foreign Bap- 
tists," with a mixture of corji wMsk^j which I presume every 
one will see to be of vital importance to the ministerial char- 
acter 1 k^ir, this would he a shot aimed at the Devil's head- 
quarters of Melbodkm I It would be baldiig our biscidts in 
tiie big Dntdi oven of Obaiityi caieiiiUj, oonserred witk ihe 
^lit of ibe Eeoermd Rooster of the '^Teimeflsee Baptist/' 
leadened witb tbe leaven of JWsotSttm tb^'' Westotn 
Keserve," and perfumed with the honeysuckles of the slander 
suit in Henderson ooontj 1 

But Methodism is Lumaii workmanship, and will not bear 
close scrutiny." Indeed I "Were we living in the days of 
the inspired apostles, wc might pause to argue this question 
of a Divine right' ^ to preach the word and to administer the 
ordinances of the Cboroh. Or did this obazgs- come from 
an inspired pn^het or apostlei we riionld panse io look into 
its merits; but coming fnm a Obmb baving no rtguimr and 
tmt/orm system of govemmenty every separate congregation 
doing just a;i it may cliuuse, and undoing to-day what a neigh- 
boring congregation may Iiavc done on yesterday; a Church 
professing one fedth in one county or State, and another and a 
different faith in an adjoining county or State ; a Churob mak- 
ing war npon Bible, Txaet^ SabbatbHScbool^ Temperance, and 
Miasionarj Sodeties bere^ and adTocating eacb and all of 
tbose jronder^ as ibe intelligence of tbe community may seem 
to call for it ; a Church cornmissioning and sending fortb a 
set of young and old, ignorant^ uueducated^ and uncouth men 
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to preach God's word, who have not sense enough to tdl 

, whether the United States are in North or South America- 
all held together by the cohesive power and attraction of 
vater — ^to talk about honuui workmanship'^ in other branches 
of the Chmh is prepoflterous ! But if it be true thst tiie 
Methodist syst^ Is even s wdi-regulsted hutrntm witmiiom, ^ 

. it hss giestly Ihe sdvaala^ of the Baptist oigsmntioi^lbE. 
ihst is albotehed ajfair in everj respeet. 

- Methodism is " human workmanship^ and will not bear 
close scrutiny," writes the " Recorder," and so writes Elder 
Graves before that print; and in divers places ! The design 
of this figarr> is to convey the false idea to the mind that the 
doctrines and discipline of the Methodist Church: have M 

C^i|bandation in Script||B| and are oolj the irarioi of man. 
' «btdge l^ackstone sotaewheve vemarks, that a man ignoiaal 

^Kimhuihah laws, who ftUs into tranagre es io n , may, through 
the iiJiperfeetion of human administration, be holden to the 
legal penalty, but, nevertheless, cannot be, in the eyes of so- 
ciety, or even of the law itself, impeached of moral or politi- 
cal turpitude, unless the transgression be of a nature which 
Ibe universal laws of society forhid ; which quaUfioatioB sop- 
poses that Ae migJu have know hetkr! In tids oase^ I oui- 
aot enter the plea of ignomnoe foft the '^Seoorder^' and 
GhntTes : they both knew better. Thej hsTe wilfully and in- 
tentionally lied J and have thereby committed an offence which 
the universal laws of society forbid, to say nothing of the 
express law of God. The shameless and strenuous vindica- 
tion of error and selfishness, so prominent in all the writing, 
oonversation, preaching of Graves, and, I am Eotry to add, in 
the eondnot of his ondentrikeiv dispersed throoghoni the 
South and West — for ihej are all of a pieoe-^e Tirolenoe 
with wlueh they attack all idea of disintersstedMss, 
the great concerns of rdigion, justify the conclusion that iha 
pu];Bait of self-interest is their ^preme object 
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AH tliMt 18 charged in tliis Baptist jonrnal is repeated, and 
even more and worse, in Graves's slanderous book, which goea 
oat to the world with the endorsement of the North Caro- 
lina Publishing Society of the Baptiet Ghtiroh. What ia 
ebaiged f Why^ thai tlie MethodiBtB, fas and mde^ are a 
geneiatkm of aeetarian dupes, or of pious knaTes. ^ Theif 
wliol^^^nilm of doctrines and polity ii die wicked coBtfiymce 
of men — ^it is the result of "human workmanship.'^ If 
human, of course it is not Divine : if of man, it cannot be 
of God, and ought not to be sanctioned in Protestant Christ- 
endom. The Methodist eommon masses are all ign(»ant 
dolts; their leaders are all wicked deceivers; their dootrioee 
aie all unscriptfoial; the wkole Ohuroli ii a mass of eonrap- 
tbn and moral pntra&otion I This is soMaatiailj the chaige, 
and it isendoraed by the Kortfi Carolina PnUisbittg Society'' 
of the I3aptist Church ! 

As the Baptist denomination is $v/perhumany 'and its 
acts are mII by J)ir}nr authoriti/^ let us look into some of thera^ 
and see how they will compare with the ^' human workman- 
shi/' of Methodism. The " PoweU's YaUey Association/' in 
East Tennflssee, aonaisting of ninetem churches, reported its 
proceedings ia the "LonisriHe Banner/' for the year 1842, 
the orffoH then of the denomination in the South-west, as it 
still is to a very great extent^ though the name of the paper 
is changed. Froiu this report and this paper I make the fol- 
lowing extract, which, though coming from a Church claim- 
ing to be in a regular line of succession firom Jolm the Bap- 
tist, and even Chritt him$e^f, I most saj, iigaes a dark^ 
mimded Ohristiaiitfey : 

Powell's Valley Association. — This is a new tat association, and 
carries the matter somewhat further than meat of ttidlr bMthron. 
Thoy do not recognize as valid the baptism of any one who has re- 

ceivpd that orrlinanrr- from a B^Tpfist rniiiister who is frirn<!Iy tn mi'^- 
tiona, or from a Baptist vnmstfr v:hn is friend!?/ to anj/ vunv.'>'r }vho 
JriendLj^ to muttons AU buch peraoas, i£ ih&y join tkem, must be re< 
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JlM^tised. We have some out and out ' bretiurea in Tenndssee. Tht 
PowelPs Yftlley ezcovnuuiioated at tli«it last SMaioa thr^e othw 
«oe«tfiont aniallttho eorrnpond vUh ihm. 

Here were THREE ASSOCIATIONS EXCOMMUNI- 
CATED — the bull of the true Church hurled at thfim, )[>ocause 
ihej were firieadlj to the oaose of ChrUiiawwinMm! Will 
it be said thAse were Ha/rdMUiit They were immeinumittif 
holding to the loote form of Clwifck gop&nmmt adhered 
to bj the hundred and one ISm^m into whieh imniersMHiuta 
are divided, some contending for one peculiarity, and some 
another ; but all agreeing harmoniousljf that there is no salva- 
tion out of their fold I 

A certaiii Mr» Jetoettf a renegade from the Preebjteriao mia- 
istrji ooe whoee ordlto of taknts did not seeere to him iieoiii* 
fortad>le support ia that Chwohy went over to the (j^iayeB and 
Howell wing of the Baptist denomination m &w jeani ago 3 and 
at Marietta, Ohio, published a book in favor of his new asso- 
ciates, and against all others not of that ''fViith and order." 
On page 110 of this work, Mr. Jewett thus boasta of the ab 
sence of aU system, order, and government in the Baptiati 
Ohnieh*— unimport:int items, whudi had given hkn iome «n« 
easiness while a Bziesbjtenaa : - 

'Without creed or catechism, witiiout (jreiieral Assemblies, or other 
high judieatonts of ik» Glmreh, willioot Anhbisbopa or Bishops, 

Baptists haTe walked together harmoniously, uniting with each other 
in efforts to oxf«nd Christ's kingdom, till they embrace in thoir 
ehurohes a larger bodj of joeUerera than any other dBaomination ia 
tbe United StatM. 

'^AkigerbodyofhelteTcnr' Belie?efa in what? Whj, 
in haptum immenum^ ae the only BOfiptond mode^ and th» 

only possible road to heaven ! Welj, I grant it ; and God fiir- 
bid that ''any other denomination in the United States'' 

should ever equal them in numbers of this faith ! 

A few years ngo, the Baptists of North Carolina published 
a pamphlet, officially setting forth their views of misBionfly 
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Bible, tract, Sunday-school, and temperance societies, aa of - 
human workmanship,'' and not entitled to the esteem and 
ooDfidenoe of true belierers in Christ ! This infidel prodac- 
tion was republished^ with approbation^ at Jonesborough^ by 
Eldib BATLE88, the bdft>wether of the GraTee wing of that 
Church in Upper East Tennessee, and eztensiyely oirenlated. 
Froai this singuhir productiuu, coiiimcncing on j^age lifch, I 
give such extracts as follow : 

The fourth religion I ahall notice as having been established in the 
world, is the missionary establishment; and wL examine that for the 

marks of craft. It is ubuudantly harped upon that Jesus Christ alid 
his apostles woic all missionaries: that is agreed to, as to words or 
office, but here lies the great matter La dispute : were they craft men? 
did they make gain by godlinessT did they make a onft of their 
religion, like modem missionaries ? I hope to show presentiy, from 
the New Testament, they did not. The first moneyed missionary 
society that ever was established in the world, as I can hud on the 
pag«6 ef history, was estaUlahed In the year 1622, by Pope Gregory 
XV., — fof the NewTeitament knows nothing of money-established 
religion, — and then called the Congregation f Propagation of the 
Faith. It had, like our modern mi^^iort". an incredible number of 
donors, rich, and emulous to exc el ia ihu greatest gifts, as well as 
heing greatly enriohed by Urban VOL AikI, by this Co&gregatien*s 
money, a vast nnmber of missionaries were sent to the remotest jTarts 
of the world, among the most barbarous nations, and in India, Ciiiaa» 
and Japan. 

The sect of Christians eaUed Moravians foonded the second mis- 
tuont shent «ie hundred years ago. The third Bussionary establish- 
ment was formed about twenty or tliirty yef»rs ago, in London, called 
the Evangelical Society. The fourth, called the Baptist Missionary 
Society, in England. And, lasUy, the BapUst Ifisslonary Society in 
America, with others of like occupation, .ill of "Wliii l> are fovndcct. 
on beggars and money, like thnt of Pope Gregory's. Tin nre nil 
important establishments of the craft kind, — f^'' their like <.';Liiti(»t t e 
found iu the New Testament — the ba^ of which oxc money, huuur, 
and titles. 

But, as I am limited to a mere sketch, I shall be^ with the Bap- 
tist Missionary Society founded in England. In the year 1784, at an 
Association held at Nottingham, England, it was agreed to set apart 
an hear of prayer the fint Monday eyening of every month, for a 
reriTal of religien^ and the extenflion of Christ's kingdom in the 
world : 00 f.ir plausible. Xow, who woro at the head, plan, or seem 
to havo liad the chief 7ii;\n;\ u^r-ra en t of thi< society? Why, John Ry- 
Uxkd, iieynold HogfiTy William Carey, John ^utciiii, and Andi'ew fuller. 
Were they priestel Snrdy ; for do you not know that the priests 
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were, are, and mast be at the head of all the schemes of the day? 
And Mr. Caarty mw one of the oommitteei and helped form the plan that 
Ikaa got him iJong, according to the best acooants I can get, to $6,000 

a-year — a crood business indf^ed for a preacber: neither the prophets, 
John the Baptist, nor Christ, nor lua apostles, over shared buch a loaf 
as this. Hr. Robertson and wift were allowed $840 per year, and 
Mr. Chater and wife and two children were nllowed $9i50 a-year for 
missionary services. Now, my hearers, say whether you think either 
of these mpn would have left the British shore, if U had 80 turned 
out there hud been no money. I think not. 

Mnch is said about the Temperanee Sooiely, bat, if I am rightly 
informQ4» those who join are not to drink one drop : if eo, it has a 
wrong name, for it ought to be called the Abstaining Society. Does 
such a society agree with Scripture? Drink n^ longer water," says 
Pknl to Jimotfay, '<bat use ft litQe wine;" and of deacons he says: 
"Not given to much wine;" and the Savionr drank wine. And be- 
cause some men make a <^tnri li mse of their belly, I must eat none ; 
and because some men have burned up their kettles, I must not hang 
vine on the fire ; and because some men have been killed by medi- 
cine, I must not use it prudently. What sophistry of priests 1 
t And as it regards tract societies and Sunda}'- school unions, they 

nre abont the worst of the whole pan^: for they are also the inven- 
tions uf the prie&tij, and contain crait lur prixiters, and they should 
eiy outy as weQ as the priests: ''Oar eraft is In danger; fiv you know 
by this, our printing tracts, we have our wealth and the writers 
should cry out, since premiums are offered for the best trftct on such 
a subject; and the traders in tracts also may cry oat; but the worst 
ef all the effeojts, Is the seotarim prineiples infased in the minds of 
youths ; for it is bht reasonable to suppose that the writers wiU sqaiiil 
an eye to their 'party, nnd pye thl^ tn|& tO tiuni Ibat will UMtl/ 
establish and «nhanoe their sect. 

These infiM ^botrineif^ eeft fbrth hj ibe Nortih OeioliiM 

Baptists, and afterwards republished by the same Church in 
Tennessee^ show most conclusively the oppoaitioo of that sect 
to all human find Divine workmanship ! And I would like 
to know how many members of the preient Publishing So- 
ciety" of the North Carolina Baptists were oomieefted with 
ilAl maoifeito, and took tbeir atamd mpon it at the time^ as a 
pktfSorm of prineiplef I 

OThe dispomtioD among Baptist preaehem and miten to 
misrepToeent Methodism is too general, and has been ever 
since we have known them, now upwards of thirty dreadful 
ye«» ! I have before me a volume of '^The True Light and 
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Baptist Monthly Viaitor/' published in Jonesborough, by 
Mason R. Lyon, a Baptist preacher, in 1836, and edited by 
«£lder Rees Bajlesfl, wi^ assooiated brethren/' No. 10 of 
this paper ootttiina many misreproMDtetionB^ boih of Method- 
ists and Presbjterians, upon the subjects of etmfnunioh and 
hapiwn. I 1^ ^ve tbfl fi^owing as a samp2s, found on 
page 154 : 

Tmt Mbthodists will BAPTIZE BY IMMERSION those who 
BAVS BBBN ONCE SPRINKLED, and bt that msans tacitly and 
VIRTUALLY DENI THB AUTHENTICITY AND VAUDIXY OF 
&PRIKKLINQI 

Now^ this is not part of an editorial, for whidh one uan 
fpould be lesponnblei bnt it is part of a letter on Close Oom- 
mnnioD) fh>m an €utociation, published by authority, and by 

a vote of the members endorsing it, and sending it out to 
the world. It is an association of Baptist ministers say in f:^ to . 
the world that the Methodists will and do rehaptize tJiose 
whom they hnow to have been ence baptized! There is not 
one word of truth in the wholo statement. It^is a downright 
slandtf. It is neither the faith nor the piaedoe of the Me- 
thodists. Bnt^ on the oootrsiy, they hold it to be a pro/anof 
Hon of taered Aings^ and so teseh, on all oeossionH, to re- 
baptise any one, old or yonn^, man or child, who T^as once 
been baptizcdy whether the ordinance have been admin- 
istered by immersioD, pouring, or sprinkling. The Method- 
ists hold baptism, as practiced by all orthodox denominations 
who acknowledge the essential divinity of Christ, to be valid. 
Therefore^ th^y will not lebapdse any one^ thofogh he- come 
horn another bmnoh of the great Ghristtan ftmily well 
reoommended^ and Sidently desiring baptism and Ghnrch 
nemberahip anmig them. 

liut this same association, in this Fame letter, on page 155 
of >he '^Tme Light and Visitor/' thus shows its hand ifir- 
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« 

upon ihe grett questtcm of ke^ptkm md dm flgpw w 

nion: 

There is a mall clenominflti^l■n of "nf-ipti^^ts in tliis country who call 
thenifelvos Chri.stiaua. Tkough they h ive civen themselves a Tcry 
good name, ^et the anited Baptists camiut luiiuwsJLiip with them, and 
eonsequentiy CBonot iiiYite them to the Lord's table. They agree with 
as respeeting the ordinance of haptasm, but they wUl invite Pedobap- 
fo fommune with fhnn : and it remains witli them to show their 
authority lor commuaiug with those persons whom thc^ belieTe to be 

VNBAPnZXD 1 v.* 

What oomment ki neooanxj upon the foragoing? I deem 
it proper to repeat I liave md, iir siibstaiice, in the 
genen^ argament npon baptiflm, and the hypothesis of Close 

Communion Jjaptiste, who seek to nullify the Abrahamie 
covenant, and, vriiat is worse, to dispenae with ,tke BaciXtd 
office of the gospel nunisti^! 

1. The deee Baptisti laj mtdi a elreis upon bapttmi by hnmerrion, 

as to make it the lole eooditioii of admittance to the Lord's table — a 

tnbic v,'li!r li, they say, can only bo spread by ministers who have been 
immersed, no others being invested with ministerial fnnctions, or even 
membert of tin Chnreh of Chrigt Aad yet, of late, they wUl tolerate 
each of their members as ounmiuie with the Met hodiate l Fbr proof^ 
in this county &r>r] Greene, ^vr rnfer to late OGilttfttuies at Chero- 
kee, at Urbana, and at Milbumton I 

2. The Clobe Baptists h«ld and teach that Uiere is ao Church mili- 
f Iftat bat and tbat there fe no mlnittry but such a« U eooBtl- 

tut ] by churebes of thm **f<titk and ordtt;** t)nt they will call on a 
Methodist or Presbyterian minister, at ttieir reTivQl<=i, to addr^s the 
throne of grace, or to preach in their pnlpi^s — thu^ making such a one 
their movik or of^on, either to ask 00^ bles^j^ to be poured upon 
them, or to declare his will eonoeniing them, which is vastly more 
sacred and Important than to prepnre nnf] ofTer the ii'end nrul win? ! 

8, The 01(^0 Jiaptists believe and teach that i>n?'j,Ts-ton is the only 
door into the Church; but they will not receive into their communion 
oandidateB who have been regularly and properly immersed, except 
they repnrfinu their baptistn, and the ministerial functions of all other 
ministers : therefc^, the repudiation of the ministerial fanctioae of 
all other clergymen is the door into the regular Baptist Church. 

4. The Cioee Baptists are inflneneed by a .spirit wMeh is oppos^ 
io the kingdom of Christ — a spirit which would set up anoikirmn^m 
in opposition, snfl nullify the covenant of God, and at the same time 
wear the name of Christian! God has never had but one spirit^ 
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Uagdom in fhe world. Thi^ Kingdom was sel up In f!i« fWmilj of 

Abraham. It was with God's people in tSlo wildernes?, and was 
planted with them in the land of promise. In this kin^nl, rn Christ 
was born. Over this kingdom Ciirist reigns. The ('lose Baptistii 
hftTO set up a kingdom in opposition to Christ : therefore the Close 
Baptists are guilty of HIGH TREASON A0AINST QOD 1 1 
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GHAPO^EB XX. 

Kder Arave^ and ftlAves'y — Separation of the Methodist Church on 
accoqi^ of slaTery — Slaveholders admitted into the apostolio 
Ghiifcliw^PriiuitiT^CIiristiaiifl bdd ■la?i|iT>FHMt ftom fheCeiip* 

tures that slavery existed in th« fluIlMii days of the Christian 
Church — Yiew^ of Drs. Nonnfler and Tlarke — AocorcfiD^ to the 
.Scriptures, alaTvry will exi^t to the end of jyjne — GouclttdiD|( 
remarks. 

Allusion baa tlready been made to the doubtftil position 
of Elder Graves upon the great and exciting question of 
slavery, in a former chapter of this work. Tiie serret of his 
armed neutraiit/' upon this great issue; and in ibis stirring 
period of tbe world, is two-fold : first, as » Nocthett nuui by 
< birtb aod educatioii, be is emH^vefyui hwtt, or, to use tbe 
hnguage of a distiiigaisbed^litieian, be is pro-North and 
€ai(fSouih/* and next, bis ^nderaDS book, now going 
through a second * third edition, was written Mid publisbed 
with a view to make money; '^nd to adapt it to the tastes of 
his se (arian fripnds on both sides of Mason and Dixon's line, 
be has passed the subjeot by with silent contempt, although 
b^ has ridieuled the separation of the Methodist Cburob| 
Stmthp^ttfBo. ibe Metbodist Obnrab, iK^, wbioll sepaialMni 
was oauaed alone by ibe tlawrjf ^tgieoHon t^IforfheHi JFSree^ 
mil MModitU in tbe Cknend CobfeRnoo of 1844, in New 
York, which everybody outside of *» madbonse or-leadteg- 
strings is presumed to know. The Southern portion of 
the Methodist Chnrcli had no other alternjitlve left them 
but aepaiate ibeif Freesoil bcdihre^ of the North; 
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and, as a Southern man, I endorse their act of separation^ 
most heartily. They sooght io ostracize one of the Southern 
bi3hop|s, an able and exporienoed offices of the Churohy emi- 
nent &r public aevrioes and eztendye nsefnlneBS, beoanse, in 

« a second mteiaeey he bad aelected a lady i?fa»owned a few 
daveB ! The marriage was admitted to be a prudent one the 
lady, now in her grave, was every way fitted for the wife of a 
bishop ; but then a former marriage had left her in possession 
* . of a half-dozen slaves. Here was the occasion which aboli- 

• tionism sought, J^^^^ North, to direct its sbafito against the 
fortress of sla^eiy; and they sought to carry it by their 

. strong mf^ pnnMt cannonading, The immdence of Uie 
intMayeiy party in that Qeneral Conferei|ce did. more to roose 
we Sonih to resistance, than all the belligefent attitudes 
assumed by the hotheaded politicians of the country — sending 
a thrill through the Southern States, and awakening senti- 
ments of heroism and moral daring alike creditable to the 
Church and honorable to the oountry. 

is-no time for frank and patriotic wka to remauk 

^ neotAl upon a subject alike affiBCting the interests of the 
% Church and the baoataj. I volunteer to show my hand upo» 
thb great question, not caring one dime whether i| array the 
entire North against me or not. And the people of the South 
should require this adopted citizeUy Elder Graves, to state, in 
unmistakable terms, whether or not he now entertains the. 
same feelings and views, touching the great slavery question, 
that he did while a citizen of the Western Besetre,'' in 
Ohj^ whaTiflmibolttionkiH is a trade with nine-ientha'of the 
. Jnhanitants. Let Mr. Qtares be interrogitedy and fi>ieed to 
define his position at once, or les^o Ihis Soutii in hot iMste 1 
Let him be driven at once out of t^ stagnant pool of aboli-/ 
tionism, that his whispers and iiifi|nuations may no longer* 
send forth malaria and death among the institutions of the 
South 1 Political, dittuiet and costnu^n are daily giving 
♦»14 - 
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birth and sustenance to new and loftier schemes of i^tation 
and disunian among the vile abolitionists ; to bold and hazard- 
ooa enterprises in tlie States and Teriilories, and eyen in 
Congreuf to insorreoiion and rdTolntioA throngbont the 
enture-oomitiyl • Among poUtioal men, without distinction of\ 
paiij^ iho oonunon TutneB-of lioneity and tmth hare become 
mipeiaiiitaated and obaoleli I The flkyery agitaiioB; that 1^ 
h^ hnried by the Cteproimne Aote of ISIO^ Jsfratw Ming* 
its bead, and, under the piratical flag of ''13kck licpublican- 
mn," asserting tbe rights of human liberty ber infernal 
altars smoke witb fresh inoense, and, enlisted in her defence, 
aie seoxee of designing men in the South-HKM fiUing pnl- 
pita, Bome Ooovpjin^ high poaitioiia m ooUegea and aead^mies^ 
.a&d wh0| thoi^p'^ among its, aie ''not of xu/' our 'SoiithcTii 
ikienda may vest aBBoied I ^ i 

I am not, and never hat« been, tnteresied' in the shre- 
trafliL'^ or immersed in tbe cares, advantages, or disadvantages 
, of the institution of slayeiy, and therefore I claim to be a 
disinterested looker-on. A native of Virginia, I have Uved 
half a century in Ihe South, and seen the workings oi the 
iwtitiitipa of fllaTecyi hi its beet and wofst formB/«hd in all 
the SoaihenK States. ^ I have -gone among the free oegiOes al 
the North, and, jn eyeiy fnatanlBdy t hftve found ihem mote 
miserable and destitute, as a whob, than the slave population 
jof tbe South. In our ^Southern States, where -negroes hav« 
been set at liberty, in nine cases out of ten, tbeir conditions 
have been made worse ; while the njpst wretched, lazy, and 
dishonest ojfsa of persons be fonnd in the Southern Sti)^ 
9X9 Jree penoni of color, I iherelbre go |gain8t thirematt* 
otpadon of aUyes altogeiheri nnleal ihly eait be tent te Libe- 
nfk al onoe. I take my stand ipth tihe friends of' inrtitft- 
tion of slayeiyia the South, and, In defent^ of lihe*rights of 
tbe South, connected with this question , I will go as far as 
the next man^-even dying in the last di^ch I *, - * 
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It is a woii-known historical /act, that slaveholders were 
admitted into the APOSTOLIC Chukches; nqr would thij 
aesomed poeiiioa of the advooateB .alayeiy Jie at all denied 
by any intellig«iit and v<^-read men at ihe Norths bai f(9r 
the &at ibat they think Boob an admiasioE vonld deoide the 
question against abolitionists. I bare given mnob attention 
to this subject within ten years past, and I feel no sort of 
delicacy in expressing my views and ronvictions, as revolting 
a& they may be to Northern men and Fi^esoilers, even amoigg . 
^ns. ' I believe that the primitive Christians held slaves in 

' bondage, and that tite apoe)desr|avovd<filave^,'*by admitting 
daleholden into the Obiiroh; an|^bstfi^i>i<>^g them to oft- 
cii4 stations in the ChnnAi. Andhrhy do I belim all this? 
Beeabse I am sostained ill these positions by lAinterrupted 
liisf oricial testimony ! I have seen similar views, only not 
quite so strong, urged by gentlemen who even go against 
slavery, as it exists ia the South — among whom I name the 
Rev. Db. Durbtv, a gentleman of great Icnrninsr, oxten- 
mve ^eeearoh, and of nndonbted piety. Hp boldly affiims 
that slayeholdexs vere admitted into the apostolie Ohnrehee, 
Jfk an elaboiate paper which appeased in the Nxw Yobk 
Chbtstian Advooatf and Journal, in December, 1855. 
I took the same ground in a newcpaper controversy with an 

t Ohio abolitionist, even three years aLV> ! Tlia coincidence 
establishes only these iaots :- fir&t, that candid men of reading 
* : must make the •same hiiioncal discoveries; and next, if we 
\dl gd to historic pre^cs, the conolnsions ace easy and clear. 

. ^ Weill teihe infoputtion of JUder Graves, and other anti* 
skT6iy .men dispersed thicagbont the Sonth, I assnme that 
the fact of the apostles admitting into Church fellowship 
slaveholders, and promoting them to positions of honor and 
trust, shows that the simple relation of master nnd slave wna 
no bar to Choioh membership. Masters and slaves, in the 

» dm of the 2po|t]Mi^ were admitted into the Gl\nreh as breth* 

m 
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ren ; they partook in conrmon of the benefits of the Church ; 
they held to the same religious principles ; they squared their 
lives by the sam oile of oondiicl;; aoknowledged the same 
obligatioiift one to another; and imA^ped # the same tkar. 
This was trnie of the fiist and snocee^d^j^ cesktnries, wlien Ihe 
relatbos of master and sl&Ye, ancl the^^^^iMteeejof ihe Ghnroh- 
in TeferenDe thereto, were^ry mnoh Uk» it ej are in the 
Soutliern States of our Union at present, hut to tlic proof 
t^t slaveholders were admitted into the apo?t'>lio Ohurches, 

1* Historians aU agree that slayery existed^ and was gene- . 
rsh^rongliiMit the Boman empire^ at the time the apostolio ^ 
t)linrohes ireie institnted. I have at my command the anlbo- 
lilaes to prove this^ Imt to quote ton them wonld swell fliii 
chapter beyond what I haye intended. I will eite ihe antko- 
rities only ; and anti-slavery men who deny my position can 
examine my aqthurities. See Gibbon's Decline and Fall 
of the Roman Empire," vol. i. See "Tnqniry into Roman 
Slavery, by Wm. Blair/' Edinburgh edit ion of 1833. See 
yol. iy. of "Lardner's Works," page 213. See yol. i. of 
^'Dr. Bobertson's Works^" London edition. Other anthoii* 
ties might be giyenj hut these are suffident, as thej shoi^ 
that slayery was a'oiyfl insdtntion of the State; that Ae 
Boman laws regarded slaves as properti^ at the disposal of 
their masters ; that these slaves, whether white or colored, 
had no civil exihteuce or rights, and contended for none ; and 
that there were three slaves to one cUizm — she^pngsometbing 
of a similarity between the Boman empire and our Southern' 
States 1 Gibbon says ijplk slaveiy ezlfte4 in '^tiVeiy piroyince 
and eyeiy £unilj/' and that' they wen bonght and Vid 
aeeording to their capacities for nseMness, and the demand 
for laborers — selling at hundreds of dollars, and from that 
down to the price of a beast of burden ! Now, it is notorioua 
that the gospel made considerable progress amon_5^ the citizens 

o£ the Boman empire; and, as nearly eyex]| fajnily oiiiyB<e|i 
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■laves, it it certain tbat filavelioMert were oonverted and 
admitted into tbe Ohoreli. It will not do to say tbat tbe 
poor, indndtng tbe slaTes, were alone esnverted to God, be- 
cause the apostles make frequent allusions lo the receiving 
into the Church of intelligent, learned, and opulent pers )ns. 
The learned Dr. MosHEiM, in bis Church History, vol. i., 
relating to tbe fint three centwriety settles tbis qoestion most 
effectually:. He says: 

Tho apostles, in their writin !::?, prcscrilte rales for the conduct of 
the rich as -well as tho poor, ft r masters as well as servants — a oon- 
Tiucing proof that among tiie members of the Church planted them 
were to be foond persons of (^pnleace, and muters of families. St. 
Paul and St. Peter admonished Christian women not to Study the 
adorning of theraselTcs with pearls, with gold and silver, or costly 
array. 1 Tim. iL 9 : 1 Peter iii. 3. It is, therefore, plain that there 
mnst haye been iromen possessed of wealth adequate to tiie purchase 
of bodily ornaments of great price. From 1 Tim. tI. 20, and Col. ii. 
8, it is manifest that among the first converts to Christianity there 
were men of learning and philosophers; for, if the wise and the 
learned had unanimously rejected the Christian religiou, what occa* 
sion oonld there have been for this eaulion? 1 Cor. L 26, unques- 

. tionahly carries with it the plainest intimation that persons of rank 
or power were not wholly wanting in that assembly. Indeed, lisits of 
the names of Tarious illiistrious persons who embraced Christianity, 
In its weak and inllmtile state, are given by Blondel, p. 286 de Epis- 

' fiopte et Presby tens ; ^so h|y Wetstwa, in his Prefaoe to Oxigen's Dia. 
Con. Mut*, p. 18« 

2* I come next to show, from scriptural eridcnce, that 
slaveiy existed in ibe earliest days of tbe Gbiistian Cbnrcb^ 
and tbat bdtb mcuiere and davee were members of tbe Cborcb. 
I assert, without tbe fear of eontradietion, tbat tbe apostles 

did not denounce slavery as an evil, after the fashion of New 
England preachers; nor did the apostles require that perj'ons 
held in bondage should be emancipated, after t lin man nor of 
Theodore Parker, and others of Elder Graves's New England 
brethren I Slavery was an institution of the State, in the 
Boman empire, aa it is in certain States in this Union, and tbe 
apostles did not feel at lil>ertj to denoimce it, if indeed tb^ 
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felt the least opposition to it, which I deny. Hear the apos- 
tles on thifi sobjoct : 

Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called. 
Art thon ealled being a ttrvaiUf Care not for it ; but if thoa mayeet 

be made freey use it rather. For he that is called in the Lord, being 
a servant, is the Lord's freeman; likcwis^c also he that is called, being 
free, is Christ's servant — 1 Cor. rii. 20-22. 

Sttvanitt be obedient to lite tbat are yov matten aeoardbig <o tk$ 
flesh, with fear and trembling, in singlenesB of your bearti as unto 
Chris't. Not with eye-service, as men-pleasers ; but the scrmiits 
of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart With good-will 
doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men : knowing that whatso- 
ever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, 
wli(*tl\»'r he be bond or free. Aii<I, ye mafiters, do the snmo things 
unto tliem, forbearing threatening: knowing that yonr Master also 
is in heaven : neither is there respect of persons with him. — Eph. vi. 
5-9. 

ServatUif obey in all things your meuten according to the flrsh; not 
with eye-service, as men-pleasers; but in singlene?:'? of heart, fearing 
Qod. And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not 
nnto men: knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of 
the inheritance; for ye serve the Lord Christ — Col. iii. 22-25. 

JUasfer.r, give unto yonr fiervanfs that which is just and e^nal: 
knowing that ye also have a Master in heaven. — Col. iv. 1. 

Let as many aervants as are under the yoke count their own maslera 
worthy of all honor, that the name of God and his doctrine be not 
Llasplienied. And they that have believing masters^ let them not de- 
ppise tliem, because they are brethren ; but rather do them service, 
because they are faithful and beloved, partakers of the benefit These 
things teach and exhort. — ^1 Tim. li. 1, 2. 

Sxhort iervarUi to be obedient nnto thmr oton matters, and to please 
them well in all things, not answering again ; not purloining, but 
showing all good fidelity; that they may adorn tl^e doctrine of* God 
.our SaTionr in all things. — ^Titos ii. 9, 10. 

Servanitf be subject U) your masters with all fear; not only to the 
good and gentle, but also to the froward. For this is tlnnkworthy. if 
a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully. 
—^1 Peter ii. lb, iii. 

I have bnt a single word of oomment to offer upon those 
postt^ges of Soriptnre^ The original words used by ihe 
Greek writers, both snored and profane, to express slave; the 

most ahjict condition of slavery; to express tho absolute 
owner of a slorr, and the ahsohite control of a slave, are the 
Wrongest that the language aSbrds, and are used in the paa- 
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sages here quoted. If the apostles understood the common 
use of wor<k, and desired to oonvcj these ide^, aad to re- 
cognize the relations of masier and servant^ ihty would, 
natorallj enough^ employ the very words used. To saj that 
they did not know the primary meaning and twut loqwewH 
of the original words, is paying tfann a compliment I wish 
not to participate in I And to that I am not singolar 
iu my views of the meaning expressed in the passages quoted, 
showing that they express in the oik case shvetf, and in the 
other masters or owners, actually holding them as property, 
under the sanction of the laws of the State, I quote firom the 
following authorities : 

That great commentator, Bb. Adam Olabks, on 1 Cor. 
vii. 21, says : 

Art thou converted to Christ ■^vbile thon in i a slarc — the property 
of another person, and boujght with km moimy ? Care not fur it. 

The learned Br. Neander, in his woifk entitled Planting 
and Training of the Church,'^ in referring to OnenmuB, 
mentioned in the epistle to Philemon, says of him : 

It (loos not appear to be snrpriamg that a nmaiMy dtwe shonld 
betake lumseLf at once to fiome. 

To the foregoing might be added other authorities of equal 

weifflit and importance, LuL i will iiot burden thi^s chapter 
with extended quotations. Nor will i weary the patience of 
the reader with passages from profane history, in the centu- 
ries immediately following the apostolic, as I could do if I 
deemed it at all necefliHury. And, from the foregoing fiMts 
and authorities, I will make such brief observations as, to my 
mind, seem warranted, and then conclude this chapter. 

Fint, — There is not a single passage in the New Testament, 
nor a sinjrle act in the records of the Church, during her 
early liislury, for even centuries, containing any direct, pro- 
fessed, or intended denunciation of slavery. But the apostles 
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found the institution existing, under the authority and sanc- 
tion of law ; and, in their labors amoog the people, nuuten 
and tlavA bowed at the same altar, commnoed at the same 
table, and were taken Into the Chtireh together; while they 
exhorted the one to treat the oiber as became the goepd, and 
the other to obedience and honesty, that thdr religious pro* 
fessions might not be evil spoken of! 

Secondlij. — Tiie early Church not only admitted the exist- 
ence of slavery, but in ?aiious ways, by her teachings and 
discipline, expressed her afprcbation of it, enforcing the 
obsenranoe of certain Fugitive Slave Lavm which had been 
enacted bj the State. And, in the yarions acts of the Chnroh, 
from the times of the apostles downward thiongh several 
centuries, she enacted laws and adopted regulations touching 
the duties of masters and slaves, as mich. This, in my hum- 
ble judgment, amounts to a justification and defence of the 
institution of slavery. 

Thirdly. — My investigationa of this snbject have led me 
regnhurly, gradually, certainly, to the conclusion that God 
intended the relation of master and slave to exist* Hence, 
when God opened the way for the organization of the Ohnreh, 
the apostles and first teachers of Christianity found slavery 
incorporated with every department of society ; and, in the 
adoption of rules for the government of the members of the 
Church, they provided for the rights of owners, and the 
wants of slaves. 

F&urthfy. — Slavery, in the age of the apostles, had so 
penetrated sodety, and was so intimatelj interwoven with it, 
thaA a religion pieacHmg freedom to the slave would have 
arrayed against it the civil authorities, anncd against itself 
the whole power of the State, and destrojcd the usefulness 
of its preachers. St. Paul knew this, and did not assail the 
institution of slavery, but labored to get both masters and 
aUves to heaveni aa all ministers should do in onr dij. 



Digitized by Cvj^.' v-c 



THE GKBAT IRON VHXEL JBXAMIinSD. . 821 

Fifthly. — Slavery having existed ever since the first 
organizatioa of the Ghorch, the Scriptures dearly teach that 
it will exist even to the end of time. Bev. yi. 12-17 points 
to ^< The Day of Judgment^'' The Last Day/' The Great 
Day/' and the condition of the human race at that time, as 
well as the classes of persons to be judged, rewarded, and 
punished ! A portion of this text reads, ''And the kings of 
the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief 
captains^ and the mighty men, and every BONDMAN, and 
every feeeman," etc., will be there; evidently implying that 
riavery will exist, and that the relations of master and sUye 
will be recognized to the end of time I 

In conclusion, the Methodist Church, South, oocujnes true 
scriptural ground upon the subject of slavery, and is now 
exercising proper Christian authority over her slaveholding 
members, enforcing the duties which grow out of the relation 
of a Christian master to hig dependent slave^ whether the 
latter be religious or ineligioQS^ and out of the relations of 
both to the Ghuroh. 
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TO TH£ METHODISTS. 



Our heading indicates that this is a kind of address to the ^ 
members of the Meili ulist Connection. I do not claim to 
have a peculiar license to deal out general and extraordinary • 
epistles to the Church throughout the South. It is a Uberty 
which ought to be taken by but few men^ and thejc should be 
men whose age^ experience^ and long periods of effective ser- 
vice, give them olaime to be beafd. If, boweveri any remark- 
able events have rendered it necessary that a distinct and an 
immediate appeal should be made, I will be. tolerated in this, 
as I will be in the preparation of this work, notwithstanding 
more suitable persons could have been found to execute the 
task in any one of the Conferences belonging to the Southern 
division of the Churcb. 

A oentnry and a quarter bave now passed away since the 
estabUsbment of Wesleyan Metbodism, and tbe ezpericpoe 
of that extended period has shown that the fabric is not com- 
posed of those unsubstantial materials which its violent but 
mistaken enemies surmised. Assailants have arisen at differ- 
ent periods, in Europe and America ; and in the earlier stages 
of its cxistencCi on both continents, persecutions, fierce as 
ten furies,'' were ever and anon let loose, followed up by tbe 
blows of men of tenfold more intellect and force of character 
than the miseribie calumniator of tbe Tennessee Baptist" 
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can bring to bear in bis feeble crusade. A hail a century 
ago, in this country^ often came the world's dread laugh, 
which scarce the fbrm philosopher sustains i" to thiB^m most of 
the eities; toviup, and refined drdes, was added, proud di^ 
dam. But in the midst of this elemental strife, which has 
been a war both of principk Itnd jmtcHcey the peculiar insti* 
tutions of Methodism remained unshaken : the outworks 

' have been pressed, but no breach was ever made. The more 
violent the a.ssaults made, the stronger the defences raised up, * 
while more advanced positions have been taken. The whole 
stmctttre of Methodism, both in doctrines and discipline, in^ 
dicates durability. Many who qnce ODposed the system are 

* now its open adTOcaies and admiren. Others have'teoderated 
in their attacks ; and those who are now openly in ihe field, 
as opposers, are men of rather small calibre, seeking to hide 
the defects in their own characters bj a war upon a great 
system. The whole has resulted in this : it has demonstrated 
that while the members of the Methodist Church are faithful 
to themselves and to the professions they have assumed, no 
injuiy can be inflicted. The lucubrations of bad men like 
Graves may excite occasional notice, and their numerous un- 
mitigated slanders may produce occasional apprehension ; but, 
like ripples on the distant wave, they are formed but to dis- 
appear j and, as time has shown, they cun liavu no effect on 
the course of the mighty stream to which they are indebted 
foi momentary appearance I 

It is no new diseoveij now that the founder of Method- 
ism was a man endowed with the first order of intellect; 
but this one thing- 1 can saj, namely, that his ambidon was 
not to«astonish mankind by the display of talent, natural 
or acquired. He lived for others ; and it is now history that 
he kindled a light, not to dazzle but to benefit his fellow- 
creatures. Tn disposition, John Wesley was kind, placable, 
and affectionate. He practiced a strict economy, not from 
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any sordid motives, but for the purpose of ndiniiiibteriog ex« 
tensiveljr to the wants of the poor. Uis integrity was unim- 
pe%pkftble J and money would haye been of no Talne in his 
ittimatioD, but that it afford^ Mm the mwns of inereaong j 
his utility. When a jonng man at Oxford^ his income was I 
thiiiy ponnds per annutn, and he gave two of that awaj. [ 
When his income was increased to sixty, two years after that, \ 
he still lived on twenty-eight, and gave away thirty-twa Tlic | 
next year he received one hundred and twenty ; still he lived ^ 
on as before, and gave away Biaety-two. In the height j 
of his power, the Commissioners of the Excise, supposing ! 
that he had silyer-plate which^ in order to avoid the dnty, ha ^ { 
had not returned^ wrote to him on the snhject. Mr. Wesley 
replied : I have two diver spoons in London, and one in ^ 
Bristol : this is all the plate that I have at present, and I shall 
not buy ai^y uiore while so ma7\i/ around me want bread!** 
He even studied for the benefit of others. If his learning 
became prominent, its exhibition was incidental rather than , 
designed. It came to iiis relief and aid only when called for; 
and among the many excellences for which his works are re- 
markable, the simplicity of his style, to Ihe exdnsion of 
verbiage and vain display, is by no means the least remark- 
able. Hb his mind, naturally powerful and comprehensive, 
was added a correctness of perception which, at the com- 
mencement of his public life, enabled him not only to prepare 
the most judicious rules for the government of his then in- 
fant societies, but to examine and compare their agreement 
with each other, their bearing upon the general system, and 
to choose the most proper agento in redndng the whole to 
practical purposes. The conseqnenee is, as every intelligent 
MethodiBt knows, that where this system exists in healthful 
exercise, as it now doer in our Southern States, each part is 
bruugkt sufficiently forward, and no portion is overlooked : 
there is a place for every man, whether rich or p(>or, in high 
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pontion or of loir d^pree, and ereiy man wffht $q be in Mi 
place I 9 

Another main adTantage inelnded in tlie entire plao of 
Methodism, as organised by Wesley, is that it offers suitable 

employment to every member. Varied as is tho capacity of 
the human mind in different persons, such are the general 
duties connected with work of mercy and benevolence, which 
have gradually arisen within the pale of Methodism, that no 
j^an need stand all the day/' or any part of the day, " idle.'* 
Am an initiatory step^ and an exerdse of humility, he might 
enter a Sabbath-school, and begin a oonne of good works, 
by teaching some poor child to read his Temacular 
'tongue, as well as the first lessons of salvation. Engagements 
more extensive may follow, and will, as one progresses in 
works of j^oodne.ss^ — more honorable they cannot be. The 
ignorant are not only to be instructed, but the sick are to bo 
consoled, and the snffering are to be relieved. Contributions 
which we can all well spare, will go &r to onlighten and con- 
vert onr slave popnlation, by sending among ihem reliable 
ministers, to labor exclnsively for their benefit, as domestic 
misdonaries ; and as their benefinctora, we cannot fail to feel 
ourselves amended, lleligion without practice, like water 
without motion, is certain to stasrnato. The founder of Me- 
thodism knew this fact, and acted upon this principle ; and 
therefore it is that, nezt'to an unblamable life, the best ev^ 
dence that a man can give of the gennineness of his religion 
is to be found attempting to oonmmnioate it to others, and 
discharging those duties and obligations which trae religion 
enjoins. The whole tendency of Methodism is to this kind 
of activity, and the natural tendency of Christianity in the 
heart is to the same activity. ^^Up and be doing ' is the 
motto of Methodism, and it is the essence of Christianity. 
To an in€teHve l\fe Methodism is oonstantly opposed ; because, 
as in the gfave there will be enongh of leisure, now is the 
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time, and "while it is called Uniay/'.fiDr imjprovement «iid 
naefalneas. % * 

Tliifi is, in part at least, what is meant by the apoetie lAen 
he exhorts as to work <Jlte our itailvaHon with fear amd 

trembling. The work of siilvation is no lazy man's business ; 
but it is a work of irroat difficulty, wliich requires close appli- 
cation and constant labor. Arc all the nobler faculties of the 
mind and the efforts of life devoted to the attainment of the 
goods and honors of this;, world s' and shall we expect to ob- 
tain heaven by, mere aocident? Certainly not He who 
made vs iptheat-our aid, never intends to save ns nnleas we 
first save onrseives from this untoward generation. He will 
not save us uulcss we ourselves fiyht the s^ood fight of faith, 
unless iii^onize to enter in at the birait gate. The most 
laborious servitude is rendered tolerable by an assurance 
that we shall receive ita. entire and ample product, in the 
work of salvation we secure our own peace and happiness, 
both in this life and in that whioh is to come ; «|d unless we 
w>rk out our Mlvaiwn, in the sense in whioh hotii Fianl and 
Wesley enforeed the doetrine, we plunge onr sonis into guilt 
and fear in this life, and into eternal despair in tliu next. 
Solemn thought ! Hence, says the apostle, " Work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling." 

Consider the difficulty of the work and the danger of mis- 
caniage, aoeording to oar theory, and it is founded upon the 
word of God. Ifo outward forms, such as tifiMerstof^ can 
make us dean, or save us fiom apofitaiiy. We have moun- 
tains of diffioulty to pass over; we have many difficult duties 
to perform ; we have many open enemies, as well as foes in 
ambush, to contend with^ — exposed as we are to the attacks 
of the Devil, our common enemy, and to a host of bad men, 
who, like this unregenerate preacher, Eldsr Graves, seek to 
aggravate, and drive us from the path of du^. These jptrolsi 

Aefl^ who watch to make crod depiudttlto on all the ooeaa 
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of life; arc the more dangerous as they sail under the folfle 
of Ohiistianity. At one poi^t^ they exhibit the pre* 
mmptnoiu rook of the apoiioUc suceeawn, to drive ns from 
the channel <tf self-denial^ faith, iiope, and oharity ; at an- 
other, they invite xut to the sand^nki^ of immersion, on 
which thousands have been eternally shipwrecked. To avoid 
all these dans^crs, we have only to cou^iult the map of our 
voyage frequently, the word of God, obey the orders of our 
Captain, Jesus Christ, and follow the directions of oar pilot, 
John Wealey, and piay much for the Holy Spirit — observing 
the pxogrefls we make, and keeping an exact jenrnal of our 
voyage I 

Finally, upon this point, let ns he sure fhat our hearts are 

changed, and that the love of God dwells in us: let us con- 
tinue to woi>liip God in the spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, 
instead of our denominational peculiarities, and see that we 
have n» confidence in baptism, save as an outward ordinance. 
Then, when clouds of opposition shall thicken around us, the 
storms of seetarian malice arise, and the furious waves of 
calumny dash against each other, our minds shall he ealm, 
and our sonli shall rest secure in the. arms of Safety ; and 
with our anchor of hope cast in the port of heaven, find we 
working our passage with all dilifrcnce, we cannot fail, ac- 
cording to the doctrines of IMethodism, which are taken from 
the Bible, to land in that happy country where all is peace 
And joy fof ever ! 

One thing is dear : While the Methodist Church preserves 
her primitive simplicity, prosperity will follow; an^ it is a 
remarkahle &ot, that although attempts have heen made, the 
tendency of which is to uudermine her security, they have 
uniformly failed, both in Europe and America. Another fact, 
not much less singular, is that, so far as the parties are known, 
almost every attempt of the kind may he traced to men of 
i^hose minds the canker of penonal conuption, or of immoral 
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praedoeB, has eaten up the better part. In two instances in 
TeDneaaee, the one in Eaat and the other in Middle Tennes- 
eee^ oondeneed maliee^ whiek 'seemed to gather strength by 
confinement in conmpt bosoms, has suddenly exploded, and 

elaiidcrs oi all dimensions have been let loose, as if the fatal box 
had just been opened. In this warfare, pious men of any 
denomination hav^ never joined; and it is scarcely needful 
to add that they ncTer will. A desultory warfare, to which 
the daring and vulgar assaults of Bobs and Obatsb have led, 
has 1>een carried on in Tennessee, Geoigia, and North Caro- 
lina, but the little havoc they have made has been aboat what 
might be expected from men meddling with things beyond 
their reach. The few clerical bull-dogs in Eaft Tennessee, 
who espouse the cause in which Graves has signally failed, 
are not likely to excite respectable opposition. These men 
have done their worst, and there has been no extraordinaiy 
shook in the kingdom either of nature or grace. The sun 
rises as usual. Men go forth to their ordinary occupations. 
Methodist chapels are still being built, sermons preached, 
circuits travelled, societies formed, classes met, children 
sprinkled^ and souls saved ! Even Ross and GtRAVES may 
rest assured that theirs are not the Atlantean shoulders on 
which are reposed the interests of the religious world ! These 
considerations are humbling f but as^they are true, they must 
needs be $ahitaiy, to some extent^ as they bear upon men 
who are in danger of thinking of themselves more highly 
than the occasion requires ! 

The observation is trite that " facts are stubborn things;" 
and apart from mere assertion and averment, the present pa- 
cihc and united condition of the Methodist forces, in all the 
Southern States of this Union, is a fact palpable as the light 
of day, and encouraging as palpable. The discipline as well 
as the doctrine of Wesley wOI roll onward tor many a year to 
come— -yes, when the writer of this address, and the readers 
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Ihereof, of ihe moeteenih oentmy, lie silent in their graves. 
And still Methodism wiU b^sssafled^ as long as bad men rfr* 
main on earth, or the Devil finds'his kingdom opposed by the 
spread of Methodist doctrines ! From open violence the Me- 
thodists have nothing to fear. Truth, in one form or other, 
will force iU way ; nor can Methodism be frowned from the 
world. Graves is the last one of the enemies of all righte- 
OQsness'' who has tried his hand, and he is by no means among 
the most snooessfiil. He professes to describe Methodismi 
bat has not hit a singie feature, nor snoceeded in the outline. 
His is' neither a cabinet painting nor a whoMength portrait. 
His "Iron Wheel'^ is a broad, palpable, aud iniquitous cari- 
cature. The beauties of the original are vilely dropped; 
supposed deformities are embodied and distorted > new ones 
are invented and superadded. And ihe only method by which 
elandsr^ of this character can be met is that eyeiy inquirer 
a£l»r truth resolve to see things as they really are, and to ez* 
amine mth his own ^es rather than depend on those of pre- 
judiced men } not to take Methodism, or any thing connected 
with it, upon trust, nor pin Lis faith to a bad man's sleeve. 
Correct notions of Methodism can only be obtained by an ex- 
amination of its standard writings and existing records. 

There is no need of argument, I shonld say, to convince 
oar members, and the intelligent Mends of our cause, that it' 
Is important to oar interests, and> to the cause of Christian 
morality in our bounds, that there be a more extended circu- 
lation of our books and periodicals. Messrs. Stevenson & 
Owen, our Book Agents at Nashville, two indefatigable and 
excellent men, are doing good work, aided, as they are, by 
Brs. Summers, the efficient, able, and untiring General 
Editor, and Hamilton, at the head of the Tract operations, 
who is alsa doing his work well, and giving satisfaction to onr 
fUends, who are looking on with interest at the progress of 
onr new Publishing Hmise, and the various branches of busi- 
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nesi connected therewiUi. Db. Sehon, a man of ability, and 
capable of much kbor, gives ail liis time^ and devotes all his 
energies, to tiie managemeiit of oar missionaiy operatioosy 
and deserves the thanks of the Church fi>r his sdf-saorifidng 
devotion to her interests. I have been freqneBtly aboat the 
Publishing House during the past fall and winter, and I take 
a pleasure in testifying that the Agents are doing a good 
work, haying a great variety of useful^ interesting, and cheap 
books, handsomely printed. Thej are having the buildings, 
which are neat and snhstantial, made soffioiently spaebns for 
enkrg^ opeiationsy so as to meet the growing demaniLof otur • 
Chnreh, South. Let onr friends in the Southern divinoii of 
our Church patronize our Agents in all their purchases of re- 
lierious books, and thus sustain and luiM up a concern which 
is to be of vast service to the Church in all time to come. 
Our book depositories at Kichmond, Charleston, and New 
Orleans, aro'Onlj branches of the Book Oonoem at Nash- 
ville, kesping on hand fnll supplies of our books eod pub- 
lications, whidh are sold 'on the same teims as those at the 
Publishing House' in Nashville. The Book Agents do 
not publish books at these depositories. I have been thus 
particular in stating the relation which these depositories 
bear to the Publishing House in Nasl^viUe, because some 
of our friends have enoneously supposed that they are 
rival establishments, and that thdr inteiests oonilioi Not 
BO : to patronise these, is to pationise the Book Oonoem at 
Naahville, they having been established to affi)rd fiieilities to 
those Conferences bordering on the Atkiitic and in the far- 
off West. 

By all means, let our people, and the friends of our reli- 
gious interests, patronize our periodicals. These are the 
Richmond, Charleston, St«.Louis, Memphis, New Orleans, 
Texas, and Nashville Chrtatiam Jdvoeaiet. In proounog sub* 
soribeis for these ezeellent and most useful weekUei, our friends 
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should not neglect the SouTHEEN Methodist Quarteillt 
Review, edited by Da. Doqgett, an able man ; the Home 
Circle, edited bj that excellent man and chaste writer, Be, 
Huston;, and die Sunday-Sohool YifiiroE, a publication 

which needs no eulogy firom me. ' 

Methodists througiiuut our bounds sliuuld subscribe for one 
or another of thp'^e Advocates, the great officials of the Church, 
as they are set for the defence of the doctrines and discipline 
of our Churchy and all have at their heads men able to per* 
fonn the task. Another reason why these papers shonld be 
snstaintd is that they doTote their energies to the cause of 
holiness, and aid the ministry in the great work of " spread- 
ing holiness over these lands/^ Last, but not least, they will 
keep our families up with the general intelligence of the day; 
they will give them the latest foreign and domestip news; 
and they wtitt furnish the last and most reliable market re- 
ports — in a word, any one of the '^Adyocate fittniiy of 
papers will be found interesting and instmotmg to the general 
reader. 



THE END. 



Digiii^uu L>y Google 



r 



Digitized by Google 



by Google 



/ 



J 



4 



Digrtized by Google 




t 

This book should be returned ' 
the Library on or before the last d£^ 
stamped below. 

A fine of five cents a day is incurr 
by retaining it beyond the speeifiv 
time. 

Please retujn promptly. 




